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| The Rieu HoXoURABLE 


My very good. LORD 


The Duke of BUCKINGHAM 
h Hs GRACE, 


"Ford: High Adniival 
kas ns 


Excellent Fe 


Olomon ſays, a good Name is a pre- 
cious Ointment, and I aſſure my ſelf | 
ſuch will your Grace's Nome Ie with Pie 
IR rity, for your Fortune and Merit both have 
been eminent, and you have planted Things 
bar are lite to laft, I do now publiſh my 
Eſſays, which of all my other Works have 
been muſt current, for 5 as it ſeems they 
come home to Men's Buſineſs and Boſoms. 
10 have enlerged them both in Number and 
85 A 5 Weight, | 
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The Epiſtle Dedicatory. - i 
Weight, ſo that they are indeed à new 
Work: I thought it therefore agreeable to 
my Affection and Obligation to your Grace, 
to prefix your Name before them both in 
Engliſh and Latin, for I conceive that the 
Latin Volume of them (being in the Univer - 
ſal Language) may laſt as long as Books laſt. 
My Inſtauration I dedicated to the King, my 
Hiſtory of Henry VII. (which ] have now 
alſo trayſlated into Latin) and my Portions | 
of Natural Hiſtory, to the Prince. And 
theſe 1 dedicate io jour Grace, being of the 
beſt Fruits that, by the good deck which 
God gives to my Pen and Labours, I could 
yield. God lead your Grace by the Hand. 


Tour Grace's moſt obliged 


+ » and faithful Servant, 


Fr. St. ALBAN. 
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[Lord Verulam] who was full of Gravity in his 
Speaking. His, Language (where he could ſpare-or 
paſs by a Jeſt) was nobly cenſorious. No Man ever 
{pake more neatly, more preſtly, more weightily or 
ſaffered leſs Emptineſs, leſs Idleneſs in what he utter- 
red. No Member of his Speech but conſiſted of his 
own Graces. His Hearers could not cough or look 
aſide from him without Loſs. He commanded where 
he ſpoke; and had his Judges angry and pleaſed at 
his Devotion. No Man had their Affections more in 
his Power. The fear of every Man that heard him, 
was, leſt he ſhould make an end. And afterwards, Lord 
Egerton, the Chancellor, a; great and grave Orator, 
c. But his Learned and able, (though unfortunate) 
Succeſſor, [ Lord Bacon] is he, who hath filled up all 
Members, and performed that in our Tongue, a A 

may be compar d or prefer'd, either to inſolent Greece 
or haughty Rome. In ſhort, within his View, and a- 
bout his Times, were all the Wits born, that could 
| honour a Language or help Study. Now Things 
daily fall; Wits grow downward, and Eloquence goes 
8 backward : So that he may be nam'd and ſtand as the 

mark and &zuj of our Language. . 
And a little after, My Conccit of his Perſon was ne- 
ver increaſed toward him, by his Place or Honours. 
But I have and do reverence him for the Greatneſs - 
that was only proper to himſelf, in that he ſeem'd to 
me ever by his Work, one of the greateſt Men, and 
moſt worthy of Admiration, that had been in many 
Ages. In his AdverſityI ever prayed, that God would 
give him Strength, for Greatneſs he could not want. 

9 Neither 


TH happened in my Time, one noble Speaker 
pea 


Neither could I condole in a Word « or Syllable for 
him; as knowing no Accident could do harm to Vir- 
rue, bur rather hs to make it manifeſt. 
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A. Cowley, in his Poem to the-Rov AL Socikrr, il 
after ſome Reflections upon the State of Phi. 


bo ophy atoretime, goes on. 
g few exalted Spirits this Jitthe" 44d has Beg, | 
That labour d to aſſert the Liberty, OO 
(From Guardians, who were now Uſurpers grown) 
of this Old Minor ftill, Captiv'd Philoſophy; 
Hut tas Rebellion call d to Fight _ 3 
For ſuch a long oppreſſed Riglt. 
BACON ar /aft, a mighty Man; 1 85 
] bom a wiſe King and Nature choſe 
Lord Chancellor of both their Lab,, 
And boldly undertook the injur 'd DR, Cauſe. | at 75 
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Authoriny, which 4 a Body boaſt, 2, 2 
Though 'twas but Air condens'd, and ſtalbd about, 8 8 
Like ſome old Giants more Gigautick Ghoſt ; s Ree 
To terrify the Learned Roue 
With the plain Magick of true R-aſons Light, 
He thac'd out of our Sight, 2 
Nor ſuffer d Living Men to be miſted | 
© * By the vain Shadows of the Dead : 9 
To Graves from whence it roſe; the conquer d Phantom fed; 4 
He broke that Monſtrdus God which ſtood n 
In midſt of h Orchard, and the whole did claim, 
Which with a uſeleſs Sithe of Wood, © 
And ſomething elſe not worth a Name, 
(Both vaſt for ſhew, yet neither ft 
| Or to Defend, gr to Beget ; „ 
—_— .: 1 85 e Nenn 


Ridiculbns and ſenſeleſs Terrors )) made 

WC-ildren and ſuperſtitions Men ay vw 

fn The Orchard's open now, a ud free, | 

BACON has broke that Stereo 11 705 

Come, enter, all that uit, 

WB-hold the ripen d Fruit, come gather no w our Fil. : | 

„ e. ftill met hinks ue fain won'd be FER | 

Catching at the forbidden Tren OL I 

We would be like the Deity, © & .Y 
en Truth and Falſbood, Good and Evil, We | 

Vithout the Senſes Aid, within our e 10 would 1 ers f 
For 'tis God only who'can fud 

All Nature in his Mind. 
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From Words, whicha are 9 piciures f . me, N , 
Tho we our Thoughts from them perverſly drew) 1 
To Things, the Mind's right Object, be it brought, 0 5 | 
Like fooliſh Birds to painted Grapes we N,. 1270). 
He ſought and gather d for our Uſe the true, up 0 
{1nd when on Heaps the choſen Bunches lay, 
e preſs'd them wiſely the mechanick way, 
ill all their Juice did in one Veſſel join, 
ſerment into a Nouriſhment Divine, 
be thirſty Souls refreſhing Wine. 
o to the Life an exact Piece would make, 
Nuſt not from others Work a Copy take, 
| No, not from Ruben's or Vandike, 
uch leſs content himſelf to make it like e tg 
The Tdea's and the Images which lie me TIT IM 
his own Fancy, or his Memory. 2 
| No, he before his Sight muſt place | | 
The natural and living Face, : 
The real Object muſt command 


Lach Judgmen of his Eye, and Motion of his Hand. 
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From theſe _ Errors Xf * n 
In which our wandring Predeceſſors 8 ua {OJ 
And like the Old Hebrews many Tears 6d fray 18 
In Deſarts but of ſmall: Extent, \ 
BACON, like Moſes, led us forth at "laſt, 
The barren Wilderneſs he paſt, '. 
Did on the very Border ſtanll 
Of the bleſt promis d Land. 4 
And from the Mountain Top of his exalted Wit 5; 
Saw it himſelf, and ſbeu d us it. | 0 
But Life did never to one Man allow 
Time to diſcover Worlds and conquer too, 
Nor can ſo ſhort a Line ſufficient be | 
To fathom the vaſt Depths of Nature's Sea 
The Work he did aue ought. to admire, ' 
And were unjuſt if we ould more require 
From his few Tears, divided 'twixt the Exceſs PoE 
Of low Affliction and high Happineſs : N S 5H 
or who on things remote can fix his Sight 
That's always in a e or a Pe * 
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MIT Hat is 774th ? ſaid jeſting Pilate, and would 
VVV not ſtay for an Anſwer. Certainly there be 

2 that delight in Giddineſs, and count it a 
140 Bondage ro-fix a Belief, affecting Free- will in think- 
"+ ing as well as in acting; and tho' the Sects of Philoſo- 
| phers of that Kind be gone, yet there remain'certaih 
diſcourfing Wits which are of the ſame Veins, tho” 
there be not ſo much Hlood in them as was in thoſe 
of the Ancients. But it is not only the Difficulty and 
Labour which Men take in finditig out of * Sond 
= again, that when it is found it impoſeth upon Mens 


Thoughts, that doth bring Lies in favour, but a na- 
coral, tho corrupt Love, of the Lie it fell. One of 
Arbe later Schools of the Grecians examiperth the Mat- 
er, and is at a Stand to think what ſhould be in it 
hat Men ſhould love Lies, where neither they make 
or Pleaſure, as with Poets, nor for Advantage, as 
Vith the Merchant, but for the Lies ſake; but I can- 
not tell. This fame Truth is a naked and open Day- 
light, that doth not ſhew the Masks, and Mumme=- 
ties, and Triumphs of the World, half ſo ſtately and 
daintily as Candle-lighr. Truth may perhaps come 
to the Price of a Pearl, that ſheweth beſt by Day, 
but ir will not riſe to the Price of a Diamond or Cat- 
buncle, that ſheweth beſt in varied Lights. A Mix- 
ture of a Lie doth evet add Pleaſure. Doth any Man 
doubt that if there were taken out of Mens Minds 
rain Opinions, flattering Hopes, faiſe Valuations, 
imaginations as one would, and the like, but it 
—" rags | 5 2 7 would 


2 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 


with the Shadow of a Lie; but it is not the Lie that 


and ſettleth in it that doth the Hurt, ſuch as we ſpake 


o ing of it, the Knowledge of Truth, which is the Pre- 


breatheth and inſpireth Light into the Face of his 
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would leave the Minds of a Number of Men poor 
ſhrunken things, full of Melancholy and Indiſpoſſti- 
on, and unpleaſing to themſelves? One of the Fa- 
thers in great Severity called Poeſy Vinum Dæamonum, 
becauſe it filleth the Imagination, and yet it is but 


paſſeth thro' the Mind, but the Lie that ſinketh in 


of before; but howſoever theſe things are thus in 
Mens depraved Judgments and Affections, yet Truth 
which only doth judge it ſelf, teacheth, that the En- 
quiry of Truth, which is the Love- making, or woo- 


ſence of it, and the Belief of Truth, which is the 
enjoying of it, is the ſovereign Good of Human Na- 
ture; the firſt Creature of God in the Works of the 
Days was Light of the Senſe, the laſt was the Light | 
of | AGF 4 Sabbath Work ever fince is the 
Illumination of his Spirit; firſt he breathed Light | 
upon the Face of the Matter or Chaos, then he 
breathed Light into the Face of Man, and ſtill he 


Choſen: The Poet that beautified the Se&, that was 
otherwiſe inferior to the reſt, ſaith yet excellently Wl 
well, It is a Pleaſure to ſtand upon the Shore and to ſee . 
Ships toſt upon the Sea, a Flas t ſtand in the Vin- 
dow. of a Caſile and to ſee a Battel, and the Adventure 
thereof below ; but no Pleaſure is comparable to the ſtand- 
ing upon the vantage Ground of Truth (an Hill not to 
be commanded, and where the Air is always clear 
and ſerene) and to ſee the Errors, and Wandrings, and 
Miſts, and Tempeſts in the Vale below ſo always that 
this Proſpe& be with Pity, and not with Swelling or 
Pride; certainly it is Heaven upon Earth to have a 
Man's Mind move in Charity, reſt in Providence, 
and turn upon the Poles of Truth. „ 


Io paſs from Theological and Philoſophical Truth 
to the Truth of Civil Buſineſs, it will be acknow- 
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or leaged, even by thoſe that practiſe it not, that clear 
ti 


and round Dealing is the Honour of Man's Nature, 


a and that Mixture of Falſhood is like Allay in Coin 
” of Gold and Silver, which may make the Metal work 

ut the better, but it embaſerh-ir, for theſe winding and 
at erooked Courſes are the Goings of the Serpent, 


W which goeth baſely upon the Belly, and not upon the 
Feet. There is no Vice that doth ſo cover a Man 
with Shame as to be found falſe and perfidious; and 


% therefore Montaigne ſaith prettily when he enquixed 
R the reaſon why the Word of the Lie ſhould be ſuch a 
0- Dicgrace, and ſuch an odjous Charge? Saith he, H it 
Hal be well. weighed, to ſay: that a Man lieth, is as much as 


to ſay, that he is a Brave towards God, and a, Coward 


towards Men. For a Lie faces God, and ſhrinks ow 


hc Man. Surely the Wickedneſs and Falſhood, ang 
ht Breach of Faith, cannot poſſibly be ſo highly expreſ- 
he fed, as in that it ſhall be the laſt Peab to call the 
nl Wjudgments of God upon the Generations of Men, it 


being foretold, that when Chriſt cometh he ſhall not 


x 
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/ 8 TEN fear Death as Children fear to go in the 
1 Dark, and as that natural Fear in Children | 
. increaſed with Tales, ſo is the other; certainly 


he Contemplation of Death, as the ages of Sin, and 
9 Paſſage to another World, is holy and religious, but 
he Fear of it, as a Tribute due unto Nature, is weak; 
vet in religious Meditations there is ſometimes a 
Mixture of Vanity and Superſtition. Lou ſhall read 
in ſome of the Friars Books of Mortification,: that 
a Man ſhould think with himſelf what the Pain is if 
he have but his Fingers Ends preſſed or tortured, 
and thereby imagine what the Pains of Death are 


uy when the whole Body is corrupted and diffolved, 


when many times Death paſſeth with leſs Pain than 


— 
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y 0 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
the Torture of a Limb, for the moſt vital Parts are 
not the quickeſt, of Senſe; and by him that ſpake on- 
ly as a Philoſopher and natural Man, it was well ſaid, 
Pompa mortis magis terret, quam mors ipſay Groans, and 
Convulfions, and diſcoloured Face, and Friends 
weeping, and Blacks, and Obſequies, and the like, 
ſhew Death terrible. It is worthy the obſerving, 
that there is no Paſſion in the Mind of Man ſo weak 
but it mates and maſters the Fear of Death; and 
therefore Death is no ſuch terrible Enemy, when a 
Man hath ſo many Attendants about him that can 
win the Combat of him. Revenge triumphs over 
Death, Love ſlights it, Honour aſpireth to it, Grief 
flieth to it, Fear pre- occupateth it; nay, we read, 
after Ot ho the Emperor had ſlain himſelf, Pity (which 
is the tendereſt of Affections) provoked many to die, 
our of mere Compaſſion to their Sovereign, and as 
rhe trueſt ſort of Followers; nay, Seneca adds, Nice- 
neſs and Satiety, Cogita quam diu eadem faceres, mori 
delle, non tantum fortis, aut miſer, ſed etiam fuſtidioſm 
poteſt. A Man would die tho' he were neither vali- 
= ant nor miſerable, only upon a Wearineſs to do the 
11 ſame thing ſo oft over and over. It is no leſs wor- 
wh thy to obſerve how little Alteration in good Spirits 
7 the Approaches of Death make, for they appear to 
13h be the ſame Men till the laſt Inſtant... Auguſtus Cæſar i 
it died in a Compliment, Livia, Conjugii noſiri memor, 
70 vive, & vale. Tiberius in Diſſimulation, as Tacitzs ſaith Wb 
l ol him, Jam Tiberium wires, & corpus, non diſſimulatio 
1 deſerebant. Veſpaſian ina Jeſt, fitting upon the Stool, i 
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"Ur puto, Deus ſio. Galba-with a Sentence, Feri, fi ex 

re fit populi Romani, holding forth his Neck. Septi- 
mins Severus in Diſpatch, Adeſte, ſi quid -mihi reſtat 
wy * agendum,and the like Certainly the Stoicks beſtow'd 
14 doo much Coſt upon Death, and by their great Pre- 
i e made. it appear more fearful. Better, ſaith 
1 5 Qui finem vite extremum inter munera ponat nature 
11 Ir is as natural to die as to be born, and to a little 
> Mw SCT "I * * WG IN 4. . Infant 
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. Of Unity in Religion oo 3 


re Jafant perhaps the one is as painful as the other. He 
1- hat dies in an earneſt Purſuit, is like one that is 
d, rounded in hot Blood, who for the time ſcarce feels 
id he Hurt; and therefore a Mind fix d and bent upon 
ds omewhat that is good, doth avert the Dolors of 
te, Death. But above all, believe it, the ſweeteſt Canti- 
g, le is, Nunc dimittis, when a Man hath obtain d wor- 
ak thy Ends and Expectations. Death hath rhis alſo, 
nd chat it openeth the Gate to good Fame, and extin- 
1-2 aguiſheth En). —Extinctus amabitur idem. 
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ad, N Eligiow being the chief Band of Human Society, 
ich K it is a happy thing when by ſelf is well contain- 


lie, Ned within the true Band of Unity. The 8 
as and Diviſions about Religion were Evils unknown 
ice- ¶ to the Heathen, the reaſon was, becauſe the Religion 
10 i of the Heathen conſiſted rather in Rites and Cere- 
ſ monies than in any conſtant Belief; for you may 
ali- imagine what Rind of Faith theirs was, when the 


hief Doctors and Fathers of their Church were Po- 
or- Mets; but rhe true God hath this Attribute, that he 
rits s a jealous God, and therefore his Worſhip and Re- 
r to gion will endure no Mixture or Partner. We ſhall 
ſar Fherefore ſpeak a few Words concerning the Unity 
nor, of the Church, what are the Fruits thereof, what 

aith he Bonds, and what the Means a 7 
atio , The Fruits of Unity (next unto the well-pleaſing 
ool, of God, which is all in all) are two, the one towards 
i ex ¶ thoſe that are without the Church, the other towards 
opti- thoſe that are within; for the former, it is certain 


the 


eſtat ¶ chat Hereſies and Schiſms are of all others the greats 

»w deft Scandals, yea, more than Corruption of Manners; 

pre- for as in the natural Body a Wound or Solution of 

ſaith Continuity is worſe than à corrupt Humour, ſo in 

ura the ſpiritual; ſo that nothing doth ſo much keep 
little 


Men ont of the Church, and drive Men out of the 


tant os 4 Church, 


6 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. * 
Church, as a Breach of Unity; and therefore when- 


ſoever it cometh to that paſs that one ſaith, Ecce in 
deſerto, another ſaith, Ecce in penetralibus; that is, 
when ſome Men ſeek Chriſt in the Conventicles of 


Hereticks, and others in an outward Face of a Church, 
that Voice had need continually to ſound in Mens 
Ears, Nolite exire, Go not out. The Doctor of the Gen- 

tiles (the Propriety of whoſe Vocation drew him to 


have a ſpecial Care of thoſe without) ſaith; an Hea- 


then come in and hear you peak with: |, everal/Tongites, will 4 
he nat ſay that you. are mad? And certainly it is little 
better when Atheiſts and prophane Perſons do hear 
of ſo many diſcordant and contrety Opinions in Re- 
ligion, it doth avert them from the Church, and ma- 
keth them to fit dowir in the Chair of the Scorners ; it is 
but a light thing to be vouched in ſo ſerious a Mat- 


ter, but yet it expreſſeth well the Deformity. There 
is a Maſter of Scoffing that in his Catalogue of Books 
of a feigned Library ſets down this Title of a Book, 
The Morrice-dance' of: Hereticks ; for indeed ævery dect 
of them hath a diverſe Poſture or Cringe by them 
ſelves, which cannot but move Detiſion in Worldlings 


and depraved Politicks, who are apt to contemn il 
woe £0 N 218 %%% » 
As for the Fruit toward thoſe: that are within, it 15 


Peace, which containeth infinite Bleſſings, it eltablitr. f 
eth Faith, it kindleth Charity; the outward Peace of 


the Church diſtilleth into Peace of Conſcience,” and 


it turneth the Labours of writing and reading of 


Controverſics into Treatiſes of Mortification and 
Devotion. 77 92 2209 2 
Concerning the Bonds of Unity, the true placing of 
them importeth exceedingly; there appear to be two 
Extreams, for to certain Zealots all Speech of Pacifica- 
tion is odious. Is it Pence, Jſehu? hat haſt thou 10 do 
with Peace ? turn thee behind me. Peace is not the matter, 
but following a Party. Contrariwiſe certain Laodiceans 
and /ukewarm Perfpns think they may accommodate Dai 
„ | CC 


we 


r 
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e Religion by middle ways, and taking part of both, 
Ind witty Reconcilemens, as if they would make an 
Arbitrement between God and Man; but theſe Ex- 
Wrcams are to be avoided, which will he done if th 
eague of Chriſtians, penned by our Soria Ketalele 
ere in the two croſs Clauſes thereof, ſqundly an- 
Plainly expounded. He that is not with us, 15 againſt 
s; and again, He that is not againſt, us, 15 with us; that 
, if the Points Fundamental, and gf Subſtancę in 
Religion, were truly diſcerned and dſtinguited from 
Points not merely of; Faith, but of Opinion, Order, 
r good Intention; this is a thing may ſeem to many 
Matter trivial, and done already, but if it were done 
eſs partially, it would be embraced more generally. , 
= Of this I may give only this Advice, according to 
my ſmall Model; Men ought to take hęed ↄf rendring 
Pod's Church by two kinds of Qontroverfics;;the.one 
gs when the matter of the point controverted is toq 
mall and light, not worth the Heat and SEE Hen 


„ 


y one of the Fathers, Chriſts Coat indeed had no Scam, 
Nut the Churches Veſture was of divers; Colours; where 
pon he: faith; I ueſte pariet as ſit, ſciſſura non ſit; they 
e two things, Unity and Uniformity. The other is, 
ben the matter of the Point controverted is greaty 

t it is driven to an over- great Subtilty and Obſcux 


tis 
of Pity, ſo that it becometh a ching ahn AP SROAQUS 


nd han ſubſtantial. A Man that is of Judgment and 
of nderſtanding, ſhall ſometimes hear ignorant Men 
ind is, and knew welloyichin tories chanchaſe which 
J differ mean one thing, and yet they themſclucs 
ould never agree; and if it come ſo to-pals, in chat 
Niſtance of Judgment which is between Man an 
Man, ſhall we not think; that God above, that Knows 
the Heart, doth not diſcern; that frail Men in ſome 
pf their Contradictions intend the ſame thing, = 
pccepteth of both? The nature of ſuch Controverſies. 
þ5 excellently expreſled by St. Paul, in EN 
8 . . WW * ane 
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and Precept that he giveth concerning the ſame, De 4 


n ſctentiæ; Men create Oppoſitions which are not, 


in effect governeth the Meaning. There be alſo two 
falſe Peaces, or Unities; the one when the Peace is i 


Fundamental Points; for Truth and Falſhood in 


will not incoporatee. 
fy Concerning the Meant if e Unity 3 1 * * mull 
beware that in the procuring or muniting of b 


27 75 which” 1s the Ordinance of God ; for this is 3 


are Men. Liucetins the Poet when he beheld: the 


Ax would he have faid, * he had known of the woe 


8 Franck Bacon's o 
vita profanas vocum novitates, & 'oppoſrtiones falfi nomi-i 1 | . 


and put them into new Terms ſo fixed, as whereas 
the Meaning ought to govern! the Term, the Term} 


6 


| 


grounded' but upon an implicit Ignorance, for all 
Colours will agree in the dark; the other when it i is 
pieced up upon a direct Admiſſion of Contraries in 5 


ſuch Things are like the [ron and Clay in the Toes off 
Nebuchadnex xaris Image, wy may: _ but ey 


Unity, they do not diſſolve and deface the Laws offi 
Charity, and of Human Society. There be two 
Swords amongſt Chriſtians, the Spiritual and Tenre | 
ral, and both have their due Office and Place in the 
maintenance of Religion, but we may not take up chef 
third Sword, which'is Mahomet s Sword, or like unto 
it; that is, to propagate Religion by Wars, or by lar. 1 
zuinary Perſecutions to force Conſtiences, except it 
in Caſes of overt Scandal, Blaſphemy, or inter- 1 
mixture of Practice againſt the State, much jeſs-rol A 
nouriſh Seditions; to authorize Conſpiracies and 
Re bellions, to put the Sword into the People's Hands, 
and the like, tending to the Subverſion of al Govern- ? 


t to daſh the firſt Table againſt the ſecond; and fol 4 
ro conſider Men as Chriſtians, as we forget that hey ; 


Act of Agamemnon, that could endure "ae Cacrificing 
i his own Daughter, exclaimed; 5 


Juantum Religio patuit fuadere ee 


ſacre 


5 


re in France, or the Powder - Treaſon of England 
would have been ſeven times more Epicure, an 
heiſt than he was; for as the Temporal, Sword 1 

be drawn with great Circumſpection in Caſes 8 


„ Of Revenge, Is! 


- 


34 


eligion; ſo it is a thing monſtrous to put it into the 
ands of the common People: Let that be leſt, unte 
Wc Anabaptiſts, and other Furies. It was grex Bll 
emy when the Devil ſaid, I vill aſcend and be lik 
, igbeſt; but it is greater Blaſphemy to perſonate 
Pod, and bring him in, ſaying, I will deſcend and be 
ee the Prince of Darkneſs; and what is it better, to 
Dake the Cauſe of Religion to deſcend. to the cruel 
d execrable Actions of murdering Princes, butche- 
of People, and Subverſion. of States and Govern- 
Wents? Surely this is to bring down the Holy Ghoſt, 
iſtead of the: likeneſs of a Dove, in the Shape ot 4 
Hulture or Raven; and to. ſet out of the. Bark of a 
F briſtian Church, a Flag of a Bark of Pyrates and A 
nes; therefore it is moſt neceſſary, that the Church 
Sy Doctrine and Decree, Princes by their Sword, and 
Learnings both Chriſtian and Moral, as by their 
lercury Rod, do damn and ſend to Hell for ever thoſe 
acts and Opinions, tending to the Support of the 
it me, as hath been already in good part done. Surely 
cCouncils concerning Religion, that Council pf the 
sto poſtle would be prefixed, Ira hominis non implet juſti- 
am Dei. And it was a notable Obſervation ok 2 
iſe Father, and no leſs ingenuoufly confeſſed, That 
boſe which held and perſuaded preſſure of Conſciences, were 
ommonly intereſſed therein themſelves for their own, Ends. 
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Evenge is a kind of wild Juſtice, which the more 
Man's Nature runs to, the more ought, La co 
weed it out: For as to the firſt Wrong, it doth but 
offend the Law, but the Revenge of that Wrong put- 


teth the Law out of Office. Certainly in taking Re- 
„„ „„ e 5 2 384 IS «4 44 Wer L „„ S%<3#-: 
Pa” ; enge; 


the 
ing 


laſ- 
re 


the Death of Cæſar, for the Death of Pertinax, for 


_ Hut 


8 Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 


yerige, 2 Man is but even with his Enemy, but inf W 
bee it over he is f uperior ; for it is a Prince's par 
pardon ; and Solomon, Io am ſure," faith, It is th 
ä Glo of a Man to paſs by an Offence. That which i 
alt is gone, and trrecoverable, and wife Men hard 
Hh to do with things preſent; and to come 
tllerefore they do but trifle with themſelves that la 
bour in paſt * Are There is no Man doth a Wrong 
for the Wrong's fake, but thereby to purchaſe him) 
ſelf Profit, or Pleaſure, or Honour, or the like; there 
op re _ ſhould I be angry with a Man for loving 
imſelf etter than me? And if any Man ſhould de 
wrong merely out of ill Nature, why : Vet it is but 
e the Thorn or Bryar, which prick and ſcratch, be 
cauſe hey can do no other. The moſt tolerable fort 


of Revenge is for thoſe Wrongs which there is no Law ® 


to tehiedy ; but then let a Man take heed that the N ; 
denge be ſuch, as there is no Law to puniſh, elle a Man's 50 
Enemp is ſtill before-hand, and it is two for one 
Some when they take Revenge,” are deſitous the Part 
mond know whence it cometh; this is the more ge · 2 
"nerous,' for the Delight ſeemeth to be not ſo much in 
doing Uh hurt, 48 in making the Party repent; but 
ban and craft Towards are like the Arrow that fli- A 
eth in the Dark!” Coſmus Duke of Florence had a deſ- 7 
Ly oe ee perfidions — s Friends. I 
25 if thoſe Wrongs were unpatdonable:- You ſhall read, if 
faith he) hu 1. are commanded” 70 forgive our Ene. 1 
mites"; zut yon never read, t heit we are com manded to for- 9 
ide our Friendi; But yer the Spirit of Job was in ai 
better tune; Shall we (ſaith he) take good from Gad 
Hand, and not be content to take Epil alſo. ? And ſo of 
Friends in 4 proportion: This is certain, that a Man 
that ſtudieth Revenge] keeps his oa Wounds green, NJ 
awiticht otherwiſe would heal, and do'welt: Public 
Revenger are for the moſt part Fortunate, as that for 4 


ie Death of Henry III. of Franee;"and many more. 


Fo Go MY Balan 42 of 

it in rivate . Revenges it is not ſo 9 nay, rather 
Wdicative Perſons live the Life of Witches, who, as 
y are miſchievous, ſo end they unfortunate. 


Li: +150 e. , e 
T was an high Speech of Seneca, (after the manner 
of the Stoitks)::That the good things which belong to 
Yoſperity are to be wiſhed, but the good things tbat bes 
ng to Adverſity are to be admired : Bona rerum ſecun 
rum opt abilia, adverſarum mirabilia. Certainly, if 
Firacles-be the command over Nature, they appear 
oſt in Adverſity. It is yet a higher Speech of his, 
an the other, (much too high for a Heathen) i is 
ue great neſs to huue in one the Frailty of, a Man, and the 
curity of a God: Were magnum habere fragilit atem ho 
ins, ſecurilatem Dei: this would have done better 
Poeſy, where Tranſcendencies are more allowed. 
Ind the Poets indeed have been buſy with it; for it 
in effect the thing, which is figured in that ſtrange 
cion of the ancient Poets, which ſeemeth not to 
without Myſtery; nay, and to have ſome approach 
in the State of a Chriſtian: That Hercules, uben be 
r 0 unbind Prometheus (by whom Human Nature 
repreſented) ſailed the length of the great Ocenn in an 
-en Pot or Pitcher, lively deſcribing Chriſtian Re- 
nds, Nlution, that ſaileth in the frail Bark of the Fleſh, 

2 rough the Waves of the World. But to ſpeak in a 
ean; the Virtue of Proſperity is Temperance, the 
irtue of Adverſity is Fortitude, which in Morals is 
Ne more heroical Virtue. , Proſperity is the Bleſſing 
= che Old Teſtament, Adverſity is the Bleſſing of the 
eu, which carrieth the greater Benediction, and the 
earer Revelation of God's Favour; yet even in the 

d Teſtament, if you liſten to David's Harp yeu ſhall 
Pear as many Hearſe-like Airs, as Carols. And the 
Fencil of the Holy Ghoſt hath labour d more in de- 
eribing the Afflictions of Jeb, than the Felicities ot 
mon. Proſperity is not without many Fears and 

2 | eee 
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12 Sir Francis Bacows Eſſay: 
Piſtaſtes; and Adverſity is not without Comforts and 
Hopes: We ſee in Needle-works and Embroideries, 
it is more pleaſing to have à lively Work upon a ſad 
and ſolemn Ground, than to have a dark and melan- 
choly Work upon a lightſom Ground; Judge there- 
fore of the pleaſute of the Heart by the pleaſure of 
the Eye. Certainly Virtue rs like precious Odours, 
moſt fragrant when they are incenſed or cruſhed ; 
For Proſperity doth beſt diſcover Vice, but Adverfi- 
ty doth beſt diſcover Virtuve e. 
VI. Of Simulation and Diſſimulation. 
ITulation is but a faint kind of Policy or Wiſ- 
dom, for it asketh a ſtrong Wit and a ſtrong 
Heart, to know when to tell Truth, and to do it; 
therefore it is the weaker ſort of Politicks, that are 
the great Diflemblers. J 
Tacitus faith, Livia ſorted well with the Arts of her 
Husband'and Diſſimulation of her Son; attributing Arts 
or Policy to Auguſtut, and Diſſimulation to Tiberius 
And again, when Mucianus encouraged Veſpafian to 
take Arms againſt Vitelliut, he ſaith, W'e riſe not a- 
gainſt the ' piercing Judgment of Auguſtus, nor the ex- 
treem Caution or Cloſeneſs of Tiberius. Theſe Proper- 
ties of Arts, or Policy, and Diſſimulation, or Cloſe- 
neſs, are indeed Habits and Faculties, ſeveral, and 
to be diſtinguiſſied; for if a Man have that Penetra- 
tion of judgment, as he can diſcern what things are 


ky, 


to be laid open, and hat to be ſecreted, and what 
to be ſhewed at half lights, and to whom, and when 


(which indeed are Arts of State, and Arts of Life, as 
Tacitus well calleth them) to him a Habit of Diſſi- 
mulation is a hindrance, and a poorneſs; but if a 
Man cannot attain to that Judgment, then it is left 


o 


to him generally to be cloſe, and a Diflembler ; for 


Where a Man cannot chuſe or vary in Particulars, 


there it is good to take the fafeſt and warieſt way in 
general, like the going ſoftly by one that cannot 
. | E. 
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Of Simulation and Diſſimul ation. 13 
ſee. Certainly the ableſt Men that ever were; have 
had all an openneſs and frankneſs of Dealing, and a 
Name of Certainty and Veracity; but then they were 
like Horſes well managed, for they could tell paſſing 
well, when to ſtop or turn; and at ſuch times hen 
they thought the Caſe indeed required Diſſimulation, 
if then they uſed. it, it came to paſs, that the former 
Opinion ſpread abroad of their good Faith, and 
clearneſs of Dealing, made them almoſt inviſible. 

There are three Degrees of this hid ing and veiling 
of Man's ſelf, The firſt Cloſeneſs, Reſervation, and S- 
crecy, when a Man leaveth himſelf without Qbſerva- 
tion, or without hold to be taken what he is. The 
ſecond Diſſimulation in the Negative, when a Man 
lets fall Signs and Arguments, that he is not that he 
is. And the third Simulation in the Affirmative, 


when a Man induſtriouſſy and expreſly feigns and 


pretends to be that he is nooe t. 
For the firſt of theſe, Secrecy ;-it is indeed the Vir- 
tue of a Confeſſor, and aſſuredly the Secret Man hear- 
eth many Confeſſions; for who will open himſelf to 
a Blab, or a Babler? But if a Man be thought Secret, 
it inyiteth Diſcovery, as the more cloſe Air ſucketh 
in the more open; and as in Confeſſion, the reveal- 
ing is not for worldly uſe, but for the eaſe of a Man's 
Heart; fo Secret, Men come to the Knowledge of 
many things in that kind, while Men rather diſcharge 
their Minds, than impart their Minds. In few words, 
Myſteries are due to Secrecy. Beſides (to ſay truth) Na- 
kedneſs is uncomely, as well in Mind as in Body; 
and it addeth no ſmall Reverence to Mens Manners 
and Actions, if they be not altogether open. As for 
Talkers and futile Perſons, they are commonly vain 
and credulous withal. For he that talketh what he 
knoweth, will alſo talk what he knoweth not; there- 
fore ſer it down, that an Habit of Secrecy is both politick 
and moral. And in this part it is good that a Mans 
Face give his. Tongue leaue to ſpeak; for the Diſco- 
Lery of Man s ſelf. by the Tradts of his Countenance, is 
* | a great 
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t4 Sir Prancis Bacon's Eſſays. * 
_ great weakneſs and betraying, by how much it is ma- 


nytimes more marked and believed than a Man's words. 
For the ſecond, which is Diſſimulat ion, it followeth 
many times upon Secreſy by a neceſſity, fo that he that 
will be ſecret muſt be a Diſſembler in ſome degree, for 


Men are too cunning to ſuffer a Man to keep an in- 


different Carriage between both, and to be ſecret with- 
out ſwaying the Balance on either ſide, they will ſo be- 
ſet a Man with Queſtions, and draw him on, and pick 
it out of him, that without an abſurd Silence, he muſt 
ſhew an Inclination one way, ot if he do not, they will 
gather as much by his Silence as by his Speech. As for 
Equivocations or oraculous Speeches, they cannot 


hold out long; ſo that no Man can be ſecret except 


he give himſelf a little Scope of Diſſimulation, which 
is as it were but the Skirts or Train of Secreſy. 


But for the third Degree, which is Simulation, and 


falſe Profeſſion, that I hold more calpable, and leſs 
polirick, except it be in great and rare Matters; and 
there fore a general Cuſtom of Simulation (which is 
this laſt Degree) is a Vice riſing either of a natural 
Falſeneſs or Fearfulneſs, or of a Mind that hath ſome 
main Faults, which becauſe a Man muſt needs diſ- 
guiſe, it maketh him practiſe Simulation in other things, 


leſt his Hand ſhould be out of uſme·e. 


The great Advantages of Simulation and Diffimu- 
lation are three; firſt, to lay aſleep Oppoſition, and 


to ſurprize, for where a Man's Intentions are pub- 
liſhed, it is an Alarm to call up all that are againſt 
AG « x Nag £o OT » ; as; 
them; the ſecond is, to reſerve to a Man's ſelf a fair 


Retreat, for if a Man engage himſelf by a manifeſt 


Declaration, he muſt go thro', or take a Fall; the 


third is, the better to diſcover the Mind of another, 
for to him that opens himſelf Men will hardly ſhew 
themſelves averſe, but will (fair) let him go on, and 


turn their freedom of Speech to freedom of Thought; 
Add therefore it is a good ſhrewd Proverb of the Spa- 


niard, Tel a Lie and find a Truth, as if there were no 
way of Diſcovery but by Simulation There 


it 


= Of Parents and Children. 1 

There be alſo three Diſadvantages to ſet it even · 
The firſt, That Simulation and Bln lartun com- 
monly carry with them a Shew of Fearfulneſs, which 
in any POPC goth (poll the Feathers of round fly- 
ing up to the Mark. The ſecond, That it puzzleth 


and perplexeth the Conceits of many, that perhaps 
Ewould otherwiſe co-operate with him, and makes 


2 Man walk almoſt alone to his own. Ends. The 
third and. greateſt 1s, That it depriveth a Man of 
one of the moſt principal Inſtruments for Action, 
which is Truſt and Belief. The Compoſition and 
Temperature is, to have Openneſs in Fame and O- 

inion, Secreſy in Habit, Diimulation in ſeaſonable 
Vie, and a Power to feign, if there be no Remedy. 
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VII. O Parents and Children, | 
T T HE Joys of parents are ſecret, and ſo are their 


Griets and Fears; they cannot utter the one, 


nor they will not utter the other. Children (weeren 


Labours, but they make Misfortunes more bitter; 
they increaſe the Cares of Life, but they mitigate 
the remembrance of Death. he Perpetuity by 
Generation is common to Beaſts; but Memory, 
Merit, and noble Works are, proper to Men; and 
ſurely a Man ſhall ſee the nobleſt Works and Foun- 
dations have proceeded from Childleſs Men, which 
have ſought to expreſs the Images of their Minds, 
where thoſe of their Bodies have fail'd ; fo the care 
of Poſterity is moſt in them that have no Poſterity. 
They that are the firſt Raiſers of their Houſes, are 
moſt indulgent. towards their Children, beholding 
them as the continuance, not only of their Kind, 
but of their Work, and ſo both Children and Creatures. 


The difference in Affection of Parents towards their 


ſeyeral Children, is many times unequal, and ſome- 
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' gracious Son fhames the Mother. A Man ſhall ſee, 


tons; but in the midſt, ſome that are as it were för- 


when Men keep their Authority towards their Chil- 
dren, but not their Purſe. Men have a fooliſh man- 


true, that if the Affection or Aptneſs of the Children 


are commonly fortunate, but ſeldom or never where 


16 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays.” i 
times unworthy, eſpecially in the Mother; as Solo- 
mon {aith, A wiſe Son rejoiceth the Father, but an un- 


where there is 4 Houſe full of Children, one or two 
of the eldeſt reſpe&ed, and the youugeſt made Won- 


otten, who many times neverthelefs prove the beſt. 
The Illiberality of Parents in Allowance towards 
their Children, is an harmful Error, makes them baſe, 
acqua ints them with Shifts, makes them ſort with 
mean Company, and makes them ſurfeit more when 
they come to Plenty; and therefore the Proof is beſt, 


ner (both Parents, and School Maſters, and Servants) i 
in creating and breeding an Emulation between 
Brothers during Childhood, which many times ſort- 
eth to Diſcord when they are Men, and diſturbeth 
Families. The Talians make little difference be- 
tween Children and Nephews, or near Kinsfolks; 
but ſo they be of the Lump they care not, though 
they paſs not through their own Body. And to fay 
Truth, in Nature is is much alike Matter, in ſo 
much that we ſee a Nephew ſometimes reſembleth 
an Uncle, or a Kinſman more than his own Parent, 
as the Blood happens. Let Parents chuſe betimes 
the Vocations and Courſes they mean their Children 
ſhould take, for then they are moſt flexible, and let 
them not too much apply themſelyes to the Diſpo- 
fition of their Children, as thinking they will take 
beſt to that which they have moſt mind to. It is 


be extraordinary, then it is good not to croſs it; 
but pier; the Precept is good, Optimum elige, 
ſuave & facile illud facit conſuetudo, Tounger Brothers 
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the. elder are diſinherited. | | 
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” VIII Of Marriage and Single Life. : 


E that hath Z/ife and Children, hath given Ho- 
H ſtages to Fortune, for they are Impediments to 
great Enterpriſes, either of Virtue or Miſchief. Cer- 
tainly the beſt Works, and of greateſt Merit for the 
Publick, have proceeded from the unmarried or child- 
leſs Men, which both in Affection and Means have 


married and endowed the Publick. Yet it were great 


reaſon, that thoſe that have Children ſhould hay” 
greateſt Care of future Times, unto which they know 
they muſt tranſmit their deareſt Pledges. Some there 


are, who though they lead a ſingle Life, yet their 


Thoughts do end with themſelves, and account fu- 
ture Times Impertinencies. Nay, there are ſome o- 
thers, that account Wife and Children but as Bills of 


Charges. Nay, more, there are ſome fooliſh rich co- 


vetous Men, that take Pride in having no Children, 
becauſe they may be thought ſo much the richer. For 
perhaps they have heard ſome talk, Such an one is a 
great rich Man; and another except to it, Tea, but he 
bath a great Charge of Children; as if it were an Abate- 
ment to his Riches. But the moſt ordinary Cauſe of 
a ſingle Life is Liberty, eſpecially in certain ſelf-plea- 
ſing and humorous Minds, which are ſo ſenſible of 


every Reſtraint, as they will-go near to think their 


Girdles and Garters.to be Bonds and Shackles. Un- 
married Men are beſt Friends, beſt Maſters, beſt 
Servants, but not always beſt Subje&s, for they are 
light to run away, and almoſt all Fugitives are of 
that Condition. A ſingle Life doth well with Church- 
men; for Charity will hardly water the Ground, 
where it muſt firſt fill a Pool. It is indifferent for 


Judges and Magiſtrates, for if they be facile and : 
corrupt, you ſhall have a Servant Are times Wors 


than a Wife, For Souldiers , I finds the Generals 
„5 5 8 commonly 
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They both have vehement Wiſhes, they frame them- 
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commonly in their Hortatives put Men in Mind of 


their Wives and Children. And I think the deſpiſing 
of Matriage amongſt the Turks, making the vulgar 
Souldier more baſe. Certainly Wife and Children are 
a kind of Humanity; and ſingle Men, though they 
be-many times more charitable, becauſe their Means 
are leſs exhauſt; yet on the other ſide, they are more 


cruel and hard-hearted, (good to make ſevere Inqui- 


firors) becauſe their Tenderneſs is not ſo oft called 


upon. Grave Natures, led by Cuſtom, and therefore 


conſtant, are commonly loving Husbands; as was 
ſaid of Ulyſſes, Vetulam ſuam prætulit immortalitati.| 
Chaſt Women are often proud and froward, as pre- 


ſuming upon the Merit of their Chaſtity. Ir is one of 
the beſt Bonds both of Chaſtity and Obedience in 


the Wife, if ſhe thinks her Husband wiſe, which ſhe 
will never do, if ſhe find him jealous. Wives are young 
Mens Miſtreſſes, Companions for middle Age, and 
old Mens Nurſes; ſo as a Man may have a quarrel to 
marry when he will. But yet he was reputed one of 


the wiſe Men, thar made anſwer to the Queſtion; 


when a Man ſhould marry ? A young Man not yet, an 
elder Man not at all, It is often ſeen that bad Husband 
have very good Mives; whether it be, that it raiſeth 


the Price of their Husbands Kindneſs when it comes, 


or that the Wives take a Pride in their Patience. But 


this never fails, if the bad Husbands were of their own 


5 chuſing, againſt their Friends Conſent; for then they 


will be ſure to make good their own folly. 


IX. Of ENVY. 


F L Here be none of the. Affections, which have been 
noted to facinate or bewitch, but Love and Envy. 


ſelves 
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Of ENV. „ 
ties readily i into Sinan and Suggeſtions, and 
they come eaſily into the Eye, eſpecially upon the Pre- 
ſence of the Objects, which are the Points that con- 
duce to Faſcination, if any ſuch thing there be. We 


hey ee likewiſe the Scripture calleth Envy), an evil Eye; 
ans and the Aſtrologers call the evil Influences of the 
ore Stars, evil Aſpetts; ſo that ſtill there ſeemeth to be 


acknowledged in the Act of Envy, an Ejaculation or 
Irradiation of the Eye. Nay, ſome have been ſo curi- 
ous, as to note, that the times, when the Stroke or 
Percuſſion of an envions Eye doth moſt hurt, are when 
the Party envied is beheld in Glory or Triumph; for 
that ſets an edge upon Envy; and beſides, at ſuch times 
the Spirits of the Perſon envied, do come forth moſt 
into the outward Parts and ſo meet the Blow. 


> In A 

ſhe But leaving theſe Curioſities, (though not unwor- 
ung thy to be thought on in fit place) we will handle, what - 
and Perſous are apt to envy others, what Perſons are moſt ſub- 


eli to he envied themſelves, and what is the difference 
between publick and private\Envy. . 

A Man that hath no Virtue in | bimſelf, ever en- 
vieth Virtue in others. For Mens Minds will either 


and feed upon their own Good, or upon others Evil; 

ſeth and who wanting the one, will prey upon the other; 
nes and who ſo is out of hope to attain to anothers Vir- 
But tue, will ſeek to come at even- hand by depreſſing 


anothers Fortune. 

A Man that is buſy and inquiſitive, is commonly 
envious: for to know much of other Mens Matters 
cannot be, becauſe all that ado may concern his 
Eſtate, therefore it muſt needs be, that he taketh a 
kind of Pleaſure in looking upon the Fortune of o- 
thers; neither can he that mindeth but his own * 
lineſs, find much Matter for Envy; for Envy is 
gadding Paſſion, and walketh the Streets, and 6th ; 
not keep home, Non eſt cur ioſus, qui idem fit malevolm. 

Men of noble Birth are noted to be envious towards 
ney * when they riſe: ha diſtance is . 
C4 an 
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and it is like a Deceit of the Eye, that when others 
come on, they think themſelves go back. 

Deformed Perſons, and Eunuchs, and old Men, and 
Baſtards are envious; for he that cannot poſſibly mend 
his own caſe, will do what he can to impair anothers, 
except theſe Defects light upon a very brave and he- 
roical Nature,” which thinketh to make his natural 
Wants part of his Honour; in that it ſhould be ſaid; 
that an Eunuch, or lame Man, did fuch great Mat- 
ters, affecting the honour of a Miracle, as it was in 
Narſes the Eunuch, and Ageſilaus, and Tamberlanes, 
that were lame Men. 

The ſame is the Caſe of Men that rife after Cala- 
mities and Misfortunes ; for they are as Men fallen 
out with the Times, and think other Mens Harms 
Redemption of their own Suffer ings. na 
They that deſire to excel in too many Matters out 
of Levity and vain Glory, are ever envious; for they 
cannot want Work, it being impoſſible but many in 
ſome one of thoſe things ſhould ſurpaſs them; which 
was the Character of Adrian the Emperor, that mor- 
tally envied Poets and Painters, and e cags in 
Works wherein he had a Vein to excel. 

Laſtly, near Kinsfolks and fellows in Office, an 
thoſe that have been bred together, are more apt 5 
envy their Equals, when they ate raiſed; for it doth 
upbraid unto them their own Fortunes, and point- 
eth at them, and cometh oftner into their remem- 
brance, and incurreth likewiſe more into the Note 
of others; and Envy ever redoubleth from Speech 
and Fame. Cain's Envy was the more vile and ma- 
lignant towards his Brother Abel, becauſe when his 
Sacrifice was better accepted, there was no Body to 


Took on. Thus much for thoſe that are apt ro Envy. Wl © 
| Concerning thoſe that are more or leſs ſubject to Envy, 1 

Firſt, Perſons of eminent Virtue, hen they are ad <! 
pvanced are leſs envied; for their Fortune ſeemethi but 


— 


due unto chen; and no Man envieth thepayttient's 
| 2 Debt 
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a Debt, ** "PD and Lidaraties rather. Again, 
Envy is ever joined with the comparing of à Man's 
ſelf; and where there is no Compariſon, no Exvy; and 
therefore Kings are not envied, but by Kings. Ne- 
vertheleſs it is to be noted, that unworthy Perſons are 
moſt envied at their firſt com ing in, and afterwards 
overcome. it better; whereas contrariwiſe, Perſons of 
Worth and Merit are moſt envied, when their For- 
tune continueth long. For by that time, though 
their Virtue he the ſame, yet it hath not the ſame 
Luſtre, for freſb Men grow up that darken it. 

Perſons of noble 7 lood are leſs envied in their 
riſing; for it ſeemeth but right done to their Birth. 
Belides, there ſeemeth not much added to their For- 
tune; and Envy is as the Sun - beams, that beat hot- 
ter upon a Bank or ſteep riſing Ground, than upon 
a flat. And for the ſame: Reaſons, thoſe that are 
advanced by Degrees are leſs envied, than OT char 
are advanced ſuddenly, and per ſaltum. 

Thoſe that have joined with their Honour eat 
Travels, Cares or Perils, are leſs ſubje& to Envy; 
for Men think that they earn their Honours, hardly, 
and pity them ſometimes; and Pity ever healeth 
Envy; wherefore you ſhall obſerve, that the more 
deep and ſober — of Politick Perſons in their 
Greetneſs, are ever bemoaning themſelves, what a 
Life they lead, chanting Quanta patimur. Not that 
they feel it ſo, but only to abate the edge of Envy. 
But this is to be. underſtood of Buſineſs that is laid 
upon Men, and not ſuch as they call unto themſelves; 
for nothing increaſeth Envy more than an unneceſſa- 
ry and ambitious engroſſing of Buſineſs; and nothing 
doth extinguiſh Envy more, than for a great Per ſon 
to preſerve all other inferior Officers in their full 
Rights and Preheminencies of their Places; for by 
that Means there be ſo Pan Skreens berween him 
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catry the Greatneſs of their Fortunes in an inſolent 


_ petition , whereas wiſe Men will rather do Sacrifice 


in ever upon the Stage ſome Body upon whom to drive 


Above all, thoſe are moſt ſubject to Envy which 


arid proud manner, being never well but while they 
are ſhewing how great they are, either by outward 
Pomp, or by triumphing over all Oppoſition or Com- 


to Envy, in ſuffering themſelves ſometimes of pur- 
poſe to be croſt and oyer-born of things that do not 
much concern them. Notwithſtanding ſo much is true, 
that the Carriage of Greatneſs in a plain and open 
manner (fo it be without Arrogancy and vain glory) 
doth draw leſs Envy, than if it be in a more crafty 
and cunning faſhion ;' for in that Courſe'a Man doth 
but diſavow Fortune, and ſeemeth to be conſcious of 
his own want in Worth, and doth but teach others 
„ F ͤ 10 NAME 5 007:! 15) 
Laſth, To conclude this part; as we ſaid in the be- 
ginming, that the Act of Envy had ſome what in it of 
Witchcraft, ſo their is no other Cure of Envy but the 
Cure of Witchcraft; and that is, to remove the Lot 
(as they call it) and to lay it upon another; for 
which Purpoſe, the wiſer Sort of great Perſons, bring 


the Envy that would-come upon themſelves; ſome- 
times upon Minifters and Servants, fometimes upon 
Colleagues and Aſſociates, and the like; and for that 
turn there are never wanting ſome Perfons of vio- 
lent and undertaking Natures, who, {6' they may 
have Power and Buſineſs, will take it at any coſt. 
No to fpeak of publick Envy; there is yet ſome 
good in publick Envy, whereas in private there is none; 
for publick Envy is an Oſtraciſm, that eclipfeth Men 
when they grow too great; and therefore it is a Bri- 
dle alſo to great Ones, to keep them within Bounds. 
This Envy being, in the Latin word Invidia, goeth 
in the modern Languages by the Name of Diſcontent- 
ment, of which we ſhall ſpeak in handling Sedition. It 
F416 2 | * : 22 
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is a Dale in in a State like to Infection, for as Infecti- 
on ſpreadeth upon that which is ſound, and tameth it; 
ſo when Envy is gotten once in a State, it reduceth 
even the beſt Actions thereof, and turneth them into 
an ill Odour, and therefore there is little won by in- 

termingling of plauſible Actions; for that doth ar- 
gue but a weakneſs and fear of Envy; which hurteth 
ſo much the more, as it is likewiſe uſual in Infettions; 
which if you fear them, you call them upon you. 
This publick Envy ſeemeth to bear ghiefly upon 
principal Officers or Miniſters, rather than upon Kings 
and Eſtates themſelves: But this is a fure Rule, that if 
the Envy upon the Miniſters be great, when the Cauſt 
of it in him is ſmall, or if the Envy be general, in 
manner, upon all- the Miniſters of an Eſtate, then 
the Envy (though hidden) is truly upon the State it 
ſelf. And ſo much of publick Envy, or Diſcontent- 
ment, and the difference thereof from ene p 
which was handled in the firſt place. 

We will add this in general, touching the Affecti- 
on of Envy, that of all other Affections, it is the moſt 
im portune and continual; for of other Affections 
there is occaſton given but now and then; and there- 
fore it was well ſaiq, Invidia Nſtof dies non agit. For it 
is ever working üben ſome or other; and it is alſo 
noted, that Love and Envy do make 4 Man pine, 
which other Affections do not, becauſe they are not 
ſo continual. It is alſo the vileſt Affection, and the moſt 
depraved; for which cauſe it is the proper Attribute 
of the Devil, who is called the envious Man that ſoweth 
Tares amongſt the Wheat by Night; as it always cometh 
to paſs, that Envy worketh ſ ubrilly and in the dark;and 
to the 22 of good thin 98, war; as is the Wheat. 
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matter of Comedies, and now and then of Tragedies; 
but in Life it doth, much Miſchief; ſometimes like 2 
Hren, ſometimes like a Fury. Lou may obſerve, that 
mongſt all the great and worthy Perſons (whereof the 
flemory. remaineth, either ancient or recent) there 
is not one that hath been tranſported to the mad De- 
gree of Love; which ſhew, that great Spirits, and | 
great Buſineſs, do keep out this weak Paſſion. You 
mult. except nevertheleſs, Marcus Antoni us, the half 
Partner of the Empire of Rome, and Appius Claudius 
the Decemvir the Law-giver; whereof the former 
was indeed a voluptuous Man, and inordinate; but 
the latter was an auſtere and wiſe Man; and there- 
fore it ſeems, (though rarely) that Love can find en- 
trance, not only into an open Heart, but alſo into 
an Heart well fortified, if watch be not well kept. It 
s a poor Saying of Epicuris, Satis magnum Alter alte- 
ri Theatrum ſumus. As if Man, made for the Contem- 
plation of Heaven, and all noble Objects, ſhould do 
Hothing but kneel before a little Idol, and make him- 
ſelf a Subject, though not of the Mouth (as Beaſts 
are) yet of the Eye, which was gigen him for higher 
Purpoſes. It is a ſtrange thing to note the Exceſs of 
this Paſſion, and how it braves the Nature and Value 
of things by this; that the ſpeaking in a perpetual 
hyperbole is comely in nothing but in Love; neither 
is it merely in the Fhraſe; for whereas it hath been 
well ſaid, that the Arch-flatterer, with whom all the | 
petty Flatterers have Intelligence, is a Man's ſelf; cer- 
tainly the Love is more; for there was never a proud 
Man thought ſo abſurdly well of himſelf as the — 
doth of the Perſon loved; and therefore it was well 
ſaid, that it ic impoſſible to love, and to be wiſe ; neither 
doth this weakneſs appear to others only, and not to 
the Party loved; but to the Loved moſt of all; ex- 
cept the Love be reciproque; for it is a true Rule, 
that Love is ever rewarded, either with the recipro- 
que, or with an inward and ſecret Contempt; by how 
7 ob | ag — 
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_ the more Men ought to beware of this Paſſion, 
which loſeth not only other things, but it ſelf; as for 
the other Loſſes, the Peers Relation doth well figure 

them; that he that Fer e Helena, quitteth the 
Gifts of Juno and Pa for whoſoever eſteemeth too 
much of amorous Affections, quitteth both Riches and 
Wiſdom. This Paſſion hath his Floods in the ver 
times of weakneſs, which are gteat Proſperity 1 
great Adverſity, though this latter hath been leſs ob- 

ſerved; both which times kindle Love, and make it 
more frequ ent, and therefore ſhew it to be the Child 
of Folly bey do beſt who if they cannot but admit 
Lore, yet — it keep Quarter, and ſever it wholly 
from their ſerious Affairs and Actions of Life; for if 
it check once with Buſineſs, it troubleth Mens For- 
tunes, and maketh Men that they can no ways be true 
to their own Ends. I know not how, but martial Men 
are given to Love; Ithinł it is but as they ate given 
to Wine; for Perils commonly ask to be paid in Plea- 
ſures. There is in a Man's Nature a ſecret Inclination 
and Motion towards Love of others, which if it be 
not ſpent upon ſome one, or a few, doth naturally 
ſpread it {elf towards many, and maketh Men become 

Human and Charitable, as it is {cen ſometimes in Fri- 
ars. Nuptial, Love mateth Mankind ; Friendly, Laye 
mobs ir, but wanton Love corraprerh ang al, it 


— inn 1 114 79 1 11 


* 
Pens.” | by 5 0 F 4 ? * 
4 T 5 PM 6 2 5 'S 7 : g ; | * 1 tt * * 
15 | fa 2 Great Pla f 
: \ ©. 6 l e. 1 1 © 84 
enen * 


E N. in 1 1 * are ee e 

V of the Sovereign or State, Servants of Fame, and 
Servants of Buſineſs; ſo as they have no F reedom, ei- 
ther in their Perſons, nor in their AHions, nor in their 


Times. It is a ſtrange Deſire to ſeek Power, and to loſe ag 


Liberty, or to ſeek Power over others, and to, loſe 
Power over a Mans ſelſ. The riſing unto Place is labo- 
eee BaingMcn come to greater ae and it is 

ometimes 
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| ſometimes baſe, and by Indignities Men come to Digs 
aities; the Standing is ſlippery, and the Regreſs is 
either a Downfall, or at leaſt an Eclipſe, which is a 
melancholy thing. Cum non fis, qui fueris, non eſſe, cur 
welis vivere. Nay, retire Men cannot when they 
would; neither will they when it were Reaſon, but 
are impatient of Privateneſs even in Age and Sick- 
neſs, which require the Shadow, like old Townſmen, 
that will be ſtill ſitring at their Street Door, tho 
thereby they offer Age to Scorn. Certainly great Per- 
ſons had need to borrow other Mens Opinions to 
think themſelves happy, for if they judge by their 
own feeling, they cannot find it, but if they think 
with themſelves what other Men think of them, and 
that other Men would fain be as they are, then they 
are happy as it were by Report, when perhaps they 
find the contrary within, for they are the firſt that 
find their own Griefs, tho*they be the laſt that find 
their own Fault. Certainly Men in great Fortunes 
are Strangers to themſelves, and while they are in 
the Puzzle of Buſineſs they have no Time to tend 
their Health either of Body or Mind. Illi mors gravis 
ꝛucubat, qui notus nimis omnibus, ignotus moritur fibi. 
In Place there is Licenſe to do Good and Evil, where- 
of the latter is a Curſe, for in Evil the beſt Conditi- 
on is not to will; the ſecond not to can, but Power 
to do Good is the true and lawful End of aſpiring, 
for good Thoughts (tho God accept them) yet to- 
| wards Men are little better than good Dreams, ex- 
cept they be put in Act, and that cannot be without 
Power and Place; as the Vantage and commandifig 
Ground. Merit and good Works is the End of Man's 
Motion, and Conſcience of the ſame is the Accom- 
pliſhment of Man's Reſt, for if a Man can be Parta- 
ker of God's Theater, he ſhall likewiſe be Partaker 
. "of God's Reſt. Et converſus Deus, ut aſpiceret opera, 
que fecerunt maus ſuæ, vidit quod omnia eſſent bona 
umi, and then the Sabbath. In the Diſcharge we 
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thy Place ſet before thee the beſt Examples, for Imi- 
tation is a Globe of Precepts, and after a time ſer 
before thee thine own Example, and examine thy 
ſelf ſtrictly whether thou didſt not beſt at firſt: Neg- 
le& not alſo the Examples of thoſe that have carried 
themſelves ill in the ſame Place, not to ſet oft thy 
ſelf by taxing their Memory, but to direct thy ſelf 
what to avoid. Reform therefore without Bravery or 
Scandal of former Times and Perſons, but yet ſet it 
down to thy ſelf, as well to create good Precedents 
as to follow them. Reduce things to the firſt Inſtitu- 
tion, and obſerve therein, and how they have dege- 
nerated, but yet ask Counſel of both Times, of the 
ancienter Time what is beſt, and of the latter Time 
what is fitteſt. Seek to make thy Courſe regular, that 
Men may know before-hand what they may expect, 
but be not too poſitive and peremptory, and expreſs. 
thy ſelf well when thou digreſſeſt from thy Rule. 
Preſerve the Right of thy Place, but ſtir not Queſti- 
ons of Juriſdiction, and rather aſſume thy Right in 
Silence and de facto, than voice it with Claims and 
Challenges. Preſerve likewiſe the Right of inferior 
Places, and think it more Honour to dire& in chief 
than to be buſy in all. Embrace and invite Helps and 
Advices touching the Execution of thy Place, and oo 
not drive away ſuch as bring Information as Medlers, _ 9 
but accept of them in good part. The Vices of Au- 1 
thority are chiefly four, Delays, Corruption, Roughneſs 'F 
and Faction; for Delays, give caſy Acceſs: keep Times 
appointed, go thro' with that which is in hand, and = 
interlace not Buſineſs but of Neceſſity. For Corrupt mn 
on not only binds thine own or thy Servant's Hands ul 
from taking, but binds the Hands of Suitors alſo from 12 
offering; for Integrity uſed doth the one, but Inte- 
drr profeſſed, and with a manifeſt Deteſtation of 
ribery, doth the other, and avoid not only the Fault, mu 
but the Suſpicion ; whoſoever is found variable, and | 
changeth manifeſtly, without manifeſt Cauſe, ou i 


— 


28 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Suſpicion of Corruption; therefore always when thoy 
changeſt thine Opinion or Courſe, profeſs it plainly, 
and declare it, together with the Reaſons that move 
thee to change, and do not think to ſteal it. A Ser- 
vant or a Favourite, if he be inward, and no other ap- 
13 Cauſe of Eſteem, is commonly thought but a 
y-way to cloſe Corruption. For Roughneſs, it is 4 
needleſs Cauſe of Diſcontent; Severity breedeth Fear, 
but Romghneſs breedeth Hate; even Reproofs from 
Authority ought to be grave, and not taunting. As 
for Facility, it is worſe than Bribery, for Bribes come 
but now and then; but if Importunity or idle Re- 
ſpects lead a Man, he ſhall never be without, as So- 
lomon faith, To reſpett Perſons is not good, for ſuch a 
Man will tranſgreſs for à piece of Bread. It is moſt 
true that was anciently ſpoken, 4 Place ſbeueth the 
Man, and it ſheweth ſome to the better, and ſome 
to the worſe. Omnium conſenſu, capax Imperii niſi impe- 
raſſet ſaith Tacits of Galla. But of Veſpafian he ſaith, 
Solis imperantium Veſpaſianus mutatus in melius; tho 
the one was meant of Sufficiency, che other of Man- 
ners and Affection. It is an aſſured Sign of a warthy 
and generous Spirit whom Honour amends, for He- 
nur is or ſhould be the Place of Virtue; and as in 
Nature Things move violently to their place, and 
calmly in their place, ſo Virtue in Ambition is vio- 
lent, in Authority ſettled and calm. All riſing to 
great Place is by a winding Stair, and if there be Fa- 
_ Rions, it is good to ſide a Man's ſelf whilſt he is in 
the riſing, and to balance himſelf when he is placed. 
Uſe the Memory of thy Predeceſſor fairly and ten- 
derly, for if thou doſt not, it is a Debt will ſure be 
paid when thou art gone. If thou have Colleagues, 
reſpect them, and rather call them when they look 
not for it, than exclude them when they have reaſon 
to look to be called. Be not too ſenſible or too re- 
membring of thy Place in Converſation, and private 
Anſwers to Suitors, but let it rather be ſaid, Ihen 
be fits in Place he is another Man. "or 
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I is a trivial Grammar School Text, but yet wor- 
| thy a wiſe Man's Conſideration. Queſtion was 
Eiked of Demoſthenes, What was the chief Part of an 
Prator? He anſwer'd, Action. What next? Action. 
hat next again? Action. He ſaid it that knew it 
Wbeſt, and had by Nature himſelf no Advantage in 
that he commended. A ſtrange thing that that Part 
of an Orator which is but ſuperficial, and rather the 
Virtue of a Player, ſhould be plac'd ſo high above 
thoſe other noble Parts of Invention, Elocution, and 
the reſt, nay almoſt alone, as if it were all in all; 
but the reaſon is plain, there is in Human Nature 
generally more of the Fool than of the Wiſe, and 


Mens Minds is taken are moſt potent. - Wonderful 


firſt? Boldneſs, What ſecond and third  Boldneſs; 
and yet Bo/dnefs is a Child of Tgnorance and Baſeneſs, 
far inferior to other Parts; but nevertheleſs it doth 
faſcinate and bind Hand and Foot thoſe that are ei- 
ther ſhallow in Judgment or weak in Courage, which 
are the greateſt Part, yea and prevaileth with wiſe 
Men at weak times; therefore we ſee it hath done 
Wonders in popular States, but with Senates and 
Princes leſs, and more ever upon the firſt Entrance 
of bold Perſons into Action than ſoon after, for Bold- 
neſs is an ill Keeper of. Promiſe. Surely as there are 
Mountebanks for the natural Body, ſo there are Moun- 
tebanks for the politick Body, Men that undertake 
great Cures, and perhaps have been lucky in two or 


Hill to him, and from the Top of it offer up his 
Prayers 


therefore thoſe Faculties by which the fooliſh Part of 
like is the Cafe of Boldneſs in Civil Buſineſs : What 


three Experiments, but want the Grounds'of Science, 
and therefore cannot hold out. Nay, you ſhall ſee a 
bold Fellow many times do Mahomet's Miracle: Ma- 
homet made the People believe that he would call an 
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that puts his Face into a moſt ſhrunken and wooden 
Poſture, as needs it muſt ; for in Baſhfulneſs the Spi- 


Prayers for the Obſervers of his Law; the People 
aſſembled, Mahomet called the Hill to him again and 
again, and when the Hill ſtood ſtill he was never a 
Whit abaſh'd, but faid, If the Hill will not. come to 
Mahomet, Mahomet will go to the Hill. So theſe Men 

when they have promiſed great Matters, and fail'd 
moſt ſhamefully, yet (if they have the Perfection of 
Boldneſs) they. will but ſlight it over, and make 2 
Turn, and no more ado. Certainly to Men of great 
Judgment -bo/d Perſons are a Sport to behold, nay, 
and to the Vulgar alſo Boldneſs hath ſome what of the 
Ridiculous. For if Abſurdity be the Subject of 
Laughter, doubt you not but great Bolaneſs. is ſeldom Wi 
without ſome Abſurdity ; ; eſpecially it is a Sport to 
fee. when a bold Fellow is out of Countenance, for 


rits do a little go and come, but with bo/4 Men up- 
on like Occaſion they ſtand at a Stay, like a Stale of 
Cheſs, where it is no Mate, but yet the Game can- 
not ſtir; but this laſt were fitter for a Satyr than for 
2 ſerious Obſervation. This is well to be weighed, 
that Boldneſs is ever blind, far it ſeeth not Dangers i 
and Inconveniences, therefore it is ill in Counſel, 
good in Execution; ſo that the right Uſe of old 
Perſons is, that they never command in chief, but 
be Seconds, and under the Direction of others; for 
in Connſel it is good to ſee Dangers, and in Execu- 
tion not to ſee them, e HY be 84 eee: | 
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Xu. jo { Godnd and Grd of Nature, | 


Toke. Goodneſs i in this Senſe; the of the 
Weal of Men, which is that the Grectans call Phi- 
Abe; and the Word Humanity (as it is uſed) is 
a little too light to expreſs it. Goodneſs I call. the 
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=. - Of Goodneſs, and Goodneſs of Nature. 31 
pff all Virtues and Dignities of the Mind is the great- 


Wc Man is a buſy, miſchievous wretched thing, no 


the Theological Virtue, Charity, and admits no Exceſs, 
but Error. The deſire of Power in Exceſs, caus'd 
the Angels to fall; the defire of Knowledge in Ex- 
ceſs, caus'd Man to fall, but in Charity, there is no 
Exceſs, neither can Angel or Man come in danger by 
it. The Inclination of Goodneſs is imprinted deeply 
in the Nature of Man; inſomuch, that if it flue not 


las it is ſeen in the Turks, a cruel People, who never- 
heleſs are kind to Beaſts, and give Alms to Dogs and 
Birds, Inſomuch as Busbequius reporteth, a Chriſtian 
Boy in Conſtantinople had like to have been ſtoned for 


indeed, in this Virtue, in Goodneſs or Charity, may be 
committed. The Italians have an ungracious Proverb, 
Tanto buon che val niente; ſo good that he is good for no- 
thing. And one of the Doctors of Italy, Nicholas 
Machiavel, had the Confidence to put in writing al- 
moſt in plain terms, Ti hat the Chriſtian Faith had gi- 
ven up good Men in prey to thoſe that are tyrannical and 
unjuſt ; which he ſpake becauſe indeed there was ne- 
ver Law, or Se&, or Opinion, did ſo mach magni- 
Wfy Goodneſs as the Chriſtian Religion doth ; therefore 
to avoid the Scandal and Danger both, it is good 
to take knowledge of the Errors of an Habit ſo ex- 
cellent. Seek the good of other Men, but be not in 
Bondage to their Faces or Fancies; for that is but Fa- 
cility or Softneſs which taketh an honeſt Mind Priſo- 
ner: neither give the AÆſop's Cock a Gem, who would 


ley Corn. The Example of God teacheth the Leſſon 
truly; He ſendeth his Rain, and maketh his Sun to ſhine. 
upon the Fuſt and Unjuſt; but he doth not rain Wealth, 


Wt, being the Character of the Deity, and without 
Petter than a Kind of Vermine. Gaodzeſs anſwers to 
rowards Men, it will take unto other living Creatures; 


gagging, in a waggiſhneſs, a long bill'd Fowl. Errors 


be better pleas'd and happier if he had had a Bar- 


nor ſhine Honour and Virtues upon Men equally. 
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for there be that in their Nature do not affect the 


them. If he be compaſſionate towards the Affliction- 


32 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 1 
Common Benefits are to be communicated with all; 
but peculiar Benefits with choice; and beware, how. 

in making the Portraiture, thou breakeſt the Pattert, i 
for Divinity maketh the love, of our ſelves the Pat- 
tern; the love of our Neighbours but the Portrai- WY 
cture. Sell all thou haſt and give it to the Poor, and follow 
me; but ſell not all thou haſt, except thou come and 
follow me; that is, except thou have a Vocation, 
where in thou mayſt do as much good with little Means 
as with great; for otherwiſe, in feeding the Streams 
thou drieſt the Fountain: neither is there only a Ha- 
bit of Goodneſs directed by right Reaſon, but there is 
in ſome Men, even in Nature, a Diſpoſition towards 
it; as on the other fide, there is a natural Malignity; 


good of others. The lighter Sort of Malignity turn- 
eth but to Croſsneſs or Frowardneſs, or aptneſs to 
oppoſe, or difficileneſs, or the like; but the deeper 
ſort to Envy and mere Miſchief. Such Men in other 
Mens Calamities, are as it were in Seaſon, and arc 
ever on the loading part; not ſo good as the Dogs 
that lick'd Lazarus s Sores, but like Flies that are ſtill 
buzzing upon any thing that is raw; Miſanthropi, 
that make it their practice to bring Men to the Bough, 
and yet have never a Tree for the Purpoſe of their 
Gardens, as Timon had. Such Diſpoſitions are the very 
Errors of Human Nature, and yet they are the fitteſtſ 
Timber to make great Politicks of; like to knee-Tim- 
ber, that is good for Ships that are ordain'd to be toſ-| 
fed, but not for building Houſes that ſhall ſtand firm 
The Parts and Signs of Goodiefs are many. If a Man 
be gractous and courteous to Strangers, it ſhews he is 
a Citizen of the World, and that his Heart is no Iſland 
cut off from other Lands, but a Continent that joins to 


of others, it ſhews that his Heart is like the noble Tre 

that is wounded it ſelf, when. it gives the Balm. If he 

ealily pardons and remits Offences, it ſhews that by 
£ . Min 
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he weighs Men's Minds, and not their Traſh. But a- 


at- WW Love all, if he have St. Paul's Perfection, that h2 would 
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Mind is planted above Injuries, ſo that he cannot be 
ſhot. If he be thankful for ſmall Benefits, it ſhews that 


with to be an Anathema from Chriſt, for the Salvati- 
on of his Brethren, it ſhews much of a Divine Na- 
ture, and a kind of Conformity with Chriſt himſelf. 


XIV. Of Nos1L1iTy. 


XJ E will ſpeak of Nobility, firſt as a Portion of an 
Eſtate, then as a Condition of particular Perſons. 
A Monarchy where there is no Nobility at all, is ever a 
pure and abſolute Tyranny, as that of the Turks ; for 
Nobility attempers Sovereiguty, and draws the Eyes of 
the People ſomewhat aſide from the Line Royal. But. 
for Democracies they need it not, and they are com- 
monly more quiet, and leſs ſubje& to Sedition, than 


vhere there are Stirps of Nobles; For Men's Eyes are 


upon the Buſineſs, and not upon the Perſons; or if up- 
on the Perſons, it is for buſineſs ſake, as the fitteſt, 
and not for Flags and Pedigree. We ſee the Switzers | 
laſt well notwithſtanding their diverſity of Religion, 
and of Cantons; for Utility is their Bond, and not 
Reſpects. The united Provinces of the Lou Countries 
in their Government excel, for where there is an e- 
quality, the Conſultations are more indifferent, and 
the Payments and Tributes more chearful. A great 
and potent Nobility addeth Majeſty to a Monarch, 
but diminiſheth Power, and putteth Life and Spirit 
into the People, but preſſeth their Fortune. It is well 
when Nobles are not too great for Sovereignty, nor 


for Juſtice; and yet maintain'd in that height, as the 


Inſolency of Inferiours may be broken upon them, 
before it come on too faſt upon the Majeſty of Kings. 
A numerous Nobility cauſeth Poverty and Inconveni- 


ence in a State; for it is a * of Expence, and 


2 beides, 


34 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 
beſides, it being of neceſſity that many of the Nobi- 
lity fall in time to be weak in Fortune, it maketh a 
kind of Diſproportion between Honour and Means. 
As for Nobility in particular Perſons, it is a reverend 
thing to ſee an ancient Caſtle or Building not in de- 
cay, or to ſee a fair Timber Tree ſound and perfect; 
how much more to behold an Ancient Noble Family, 
which hath ſtood againſt the Waves and Weathers of 
Time; for New Nobility is but the Act of Power, 
but Ancient Nobility is the Act of Time. Thoſe that 
are firſt rais d to Nobility are commonly more virtu- 
ous, but leſs innocent than their Deſcendents; for 
there is rarely any Riſing, but by a Commixture of 
good and evil Arts; but it is reaſon the Memory of 
their Virtues remain to their Pofterity, and their 
Faults die with themſelves. Nobility of Birth com- 
monly abateth Induſtry, and he that is not induſtri- 
ous, envieth him that is. Beſides, Noble Perſons can- 
not go much higher, and he that ſtandeth at a Stay | 
when others riſe, can hardly avoid Motions of Envy. 
On the other ſide, Nobility extinguiſhing the Paſſive 
Envy from others towards them, becauſe they arc 
in Poſſeſſion of Honour. Certainly Kings that have 
able Men of their Nobility ſhall find eaſe in employ- 
ing them, and a better ſlide into their Buſineſs, for | 
People naturally bend to them, as born in ſome i 
fort to command. | 
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XV. Of Seditions and Troubles. 


8 of People had need know the Kalender: of 
| empeſts in State, which are commonly greateſt 
when things grow to equality ; as natural Tempeſts 
are greateſt about the Æqguinoctial. And as there are 
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Of Seditions and Troubles, 


certain hollow Blaſts of Wind, and ſecret Swellings | 


of Seas before a Tempeſt, ſo are there in States. 


— 


Ile etiam cæcos inſtare Tumultus 
Sape monet, Fraudeſque & operta tumeſcere Bella. 


| Libels and Licentious Diſcourſes againſt the State, 
Ws when they are frequent and open; and in like ſort, 


falſe News often running up and down to the Diſad- 
vantage of the State, and haſtily embrac'd, are a- 
mongſt the Signs of Troubles. Virgil giving the Pe- 
digree of Fame, ſaith, She was Siſter to the Giants. 


Illam Terra Parens ira irritata Deorum, 
Extremam (ut perhibent) Cao Enceladoque ſororem 
Progenuit. 


As if Fames were the Relicks of Seditions paſt, but 
they are no leſs indeed, the Preludes of Seditions to 


come. Howſoever he noteth it right, that Seditious 


Tumults, and Seditious Fames, differ no more but as 
Brother and Siſter, Maſculine and Feminine; eſpeci- 
ally if it come to that, that the beſt Actions of a State, 


and the moſt plauſible, and which ought to give great- 
eſt Contentment, are taken in ill Senſe, and traduced: 


for that ſhews the Envy great, as Tacitzs ſaith, Con- 
fata magna Invidia, ſeu bene, ſeu male, geſta premunt. 
Neither doth it follow, that becauſe theſe Fames are 
a Sign of Troubles, that the ſuppreſſing of them with 
too much Severity, ſhould be a Remedy of Troubles: 
For the deſpiſing of them many times checks them 
beſt ; and the going about to ſtop them, doth but 
make a Wonder long-liv'd. 

Alſo that kind of Obedience which Tacitus ſpeak— 
eth of is to be held ſuſpected; Erant in officio, ſed ta- 
men qui mallent mandata Imperantium interpretari, quam 
exequi; diſputing, excuſing, cavilling upon Mandates 
and Directions, is a kind of ſhaking of the Yoak, and 
Eſſay of Diſobedience, eſpecially if in thoſe Diſpu- 
tings, they which are for the Direction, ſpeak fear- 
| | D 3 fu 


36 Sir Francis Bacon':s Eſſays. 
fully and tenderly ; and thoſe that are againſt it au- 
dacioully. e | 
Alſo, as Machiavel noteth well ; when Princes, that 
ought to be common Parents, make themſelves as a 
Party, and lean to a fide, it is a Boat that is over- 
thrown by uneven weight on the one fide, as was 
well ſeen in the time of Henry III. of France; for firſt 
himſelf entred League for the Exterpation of the Pro- 
zeſtants, and preſently after the ſame League was turn- 
ed upon himſelf; for when the Authority of Princes 
is made but an Acceſſary to a Cauſe, and that there 
are other Bands that tie faſter than the Band of So- 
vereignty, Kings begin to be almoſt put out of Pol- 
RS. EE 5 | | $ 
Alſo, when Diſcords, and Quarrels, and Factions 
are carried openly and audaciouſly, it is a Sign the 
Reverence of Government is loſt ; for the Motions of 
the greateſt Perſons in a Government, ought to be as 
the Motions of the Planets under Primum Mobile (ac- 
cording to the old Opinion) which is, that every 
of them is carried ſwiftly by the higheſt Motion, and 
ſoftly in their own Motion. And therefore when great 
Ones in their own particular Motion move violently; 
and as Tacitus expreſſeth it well, Liberius quam ut Im- 
perautium meminiſſeat, it is a Sign the Orbs are out 
of Frame ; for Reverence is that wherewith Princes 
are girt from God, who threat'neth the diſſolving 
thereof; Solvantcingula Regum. | | 
So when any of the tour Pillars of Government 
are mainly ſhaker or weak'ned, (which are Religion, 
Falte Counſel, and Treaſure) Men had need to pray 
or fear Weather. | | | 
But let us paſs from this part of Predictions (con- 
cerning which, nevertheleſs, more light may be ta- 
ken from that which followeth) and let us ſpeak firſt 
of the Materials of Seditions, then of the Motives of 
them; and thirdly, of the Remedies. 
Concerning the Materials of Seditions ; it is a thing 
well to be conſider'd; for the ſurcit way to prevent 
| _ | Seditions 
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O Seditions and Troubles. 37 


4 Seditions (if the times do bear) is to take away the 


matter of them. For if there be Fuel prepar'd, it is 
hard to tell whence the Spark ſhall come that ſhall ſet 
it on fire. The Matter of Seditions is of two Kinds; 
much Poverty and much Diſcontentment. It is certain- 


ſo many overthrown Eſtates, ſo many Votes tor Trou- 


bles, Lucan noteth well the State of Rome before 


che Civil War. 


Hinc Uſura vorax, rapidumque in tempore Fænus, 
Hinc concuſſa Fides, & multis utile Bellum. 
This ſame multis utile Bollum, is an aflur'd and in- 


fallible Sign of a State diſposd to Seditions and Trou- 


bles; and if this Poverty and broken Eſtate in the bet- 
ter Sort be join'd with a Want and Neceflity in the 


mean People, the Danger is eminent and great; ior 
the Rebellions of the Belly are the worſt. As for. 


Diſcontentments they are in the Politick Body like to 
Humours in the Natural, which are apt to gather 
preter- natural Heat, and to enflame. And let no 
Prince meaſure the Danger of them by this, whether 
they be juſt or unjuſt ; for that were to imagine Peo- 
ple to be too reaſonable, who do often ſpurn at their 
own good; nor yet by this, whether the Griefs where 
upon they riſe, be in Fact great or ſmall; for they 
are the moſt dangerous Diſcontentments, where the 


fear is greater than the feeling. Dolendi modus, Tis 


niendi non item. Beſides, in great Oppreſſions, the 
ſame things that provoke the Patience, do withal 
make the Courage; but in Fears it is not ſo; nei- 
ther let any Prince or State be ſecure concerning D- 
contentments, becauſe they have been often, or have 
been long, and yet no Peril hath enſued ; for as it is 
true, that every Vapour or Fume doth not turn into 
a Storm; ſo it is nevertheleſs true, that Storms tho? 
they blow over divers times, yet may fall at laſt; 
and as the Spaniſb Proverb noteth will; The Cord 

breaketh at the laſt by the weakeſt pul. | | 
The Cauſes and Motions of Seditions are, Innovation 


D 4 | 15 


4 


38 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays. 5 
in Religion, Taxes, Alteration of Laws and Cuſtoms, Wil 
breaking 07 Privileges, General Oppreſſion, Advancement 
of unworthy Perſons, Strangers, Dearths, disbanded 
Soldiers, Fattions grown deſperate; and whatſoever in 
offending People, joineth and knitteth them in a 
Common Cauſe. a 15 
For the Remedies; there may be ſome general Pre- 
ſervatives whereof we will ſpeak; as for the juſt 
Cure, it muſt anſwer to the particular Diſeaſe, and 
- fo be left to Counſel rather than Rule. 
The firſt Remedy or Prevention is, to remove by all 
Means poſſible that Material Cauſe of Sedition whereof | 
we ſpeak, which is Want and Poverty in the State; to if 
which Purpoſe ſerveth the opening and well-balan- 
cing of Trade, the cheriſhing of Manufactures, the il 
baniſhing of Idleneſs, the reprefling of Waſte and | 
Exceſs by ſumptuary Laws, the Improvement and 
Husbanding of the Soil, the regulating of Prizes of i 
Things vendible, the moderating of Taxes and Tri- 
bates, and the like. Generally'it 1s to be foreſeen that | 
the Population of a Kingdom (eſpecially if it be not 
mown down by Wars) do not exceed the the Stock of | 
the Kingdom which ſhould maintain them: Neither 
is the Population to be reckon'd only by Number, for 
a {mailer Number that ſpend more, and earn leſs, do | 
wear out an Eſtate ſooner than a greater Number that 
live lower, and gather more; therefore the multipli- | 
ing of Nobility, and other Degrees of Quality, in 
an over-proportion. to the Common People, doth 
ſpetdily bring a State to Neceflity, and ſo doth like- 
wife an overgrown Clergy, for they bring nothing 
to the Stock. And in like manner, when more are 
| bred Scholars than Preferments can take off, 
It 1s likewiſe to be remembred that foraſmuch as 
the increaſe of any Eſtate muſt be upon the Foreign- 
ers; (for whatſoever is ſomewhere gotten, is ſome- 
where loſt.) There be but three things which one 
Nation ſelleth unto another, the Commodity as Nature 
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f Of Seditions and Troubles. 39 
ieldeth it; the Manufacture and the Vecture or Car- 
age; ſo that if theſe three Wheels go, Wealth will 
Now as in a Spring Tide; and it cometh many times 
Wo paſs, that Materiam ſuperabit Opus; that the Work 
ad Carriage is more worth than the Materials, and 
Winricheth a State more, as is notably ſeen in the Low- 
Country-Men, who have the beſt Mines above Ground 
en + : 

Aboveall things good Policy is to be uſed, that the 
[Treaſure and Monies in a State be not gather'd into 
few Hands; for otherwiſe a State may have a great 
Stock, and yet ſtarve : And Money is like Muck, not 


to ¶ good except it be ſpread. This is done chieily by 
in- {uppreſſing, or at the leaſt keeping a ſtreight Hand 
the WH upon the devouring Trades of Uſury, 3 great 
nd Paſturages, and the like. 125 
nd For removing Diſcontentments, or at leaſt the Dan- 
of ger of them, there is in every State (as we know) two 
ri-Portions of Subjects, the Nobleſs and the Commonalty. 
hat When one of theſe is Diſcontent, the Danger 1s not 
10t great, for common People are of flow Motion, if 
of they be not excited by the greater ſort, and the 
her BY greater ſort are of ſmall ſtrengh, except the Multi- 
for tude be apt and ready to move of themſelves ; then 
do this is the Danger when the greater ſort do but wait 
hat for the troubling of the Waters amongſt the meaner, 


that then they may declare themſelves. The Poets 
feign, that the reſt of the Gods would have bound 


oth Jupiter, which he hearing of, by the Counſel of 
ke- Pallas, ſent for Briareus with his Hundred Hands to 
ng come to his Aid. An Emblem no doubt, to ſhew 
are how ſafe it is for Monarchs to make ſure of the good 
Will of common People. Pra; 
a8 To give moderate Liberty for Griefs and Diſcon- 
n- tent ments to evaporate (ſo it be without too great In- 
1e- ſolency or Bravery) is a ſafe way; for he that turneth 
ne the Humours back, and maketh the Wound bleed 
irc Wl inwards, endangereth malign Ulcers, and pernicious 


Impoſthumations. | Sy The 


40 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays, | 
The Part of Epimetheus might well become Prome. 
theus in the Caſe of Diſcontentments, for there is not 23 
better Proviſion againſt them. Epimetheus, when 

Griefs and Evils flew abroad, at laſt ſhut the Lid, 
and kept Hope in the bottom of the Veſſel. Cer- 
tainly the politick and artificial nouriſhing and en- 
tertaining of Hopes, and carrying Men from Hope 
to Hopes, is one of the beſt Antidotes againſt the Poi- 
fon of Diſcontentments; and it is a certain Sign of a 
wiſe Government and Proceeding, when it can hold 
Mens Hearts by Hopes when it cannot by Satisfa&i- 
on, and when it can handle things in ſuch manner a; 
no Evil ſhall appear ſo peremptory but that it hath 
fome Out- let of Hope, which is the leſs hard to do, if 
becauſe both particular Perſons and Factions are apt 
enough to flatter themſelves, or at leaſt to brave that 
which they believe not. Ow” 

Alſo the Forcſight and Prevention, that there be 

no likely or fit Head whereunto diſcontented Perſois 
may reſort, and under whom they may join, is a 
known, but an excellent Point of Caution. I under- i 
ſtand a fit Head to be one that hath Greatneſs and I 
Reputarion,that hath Confidence with the diſcontent- 
ed Party, and upon whom they turn their Eyes, and | 
that is thought diſcontented in his own Particular, 
which Kind of Perſons are either to be won and re- 
conciled to the State, and that in a faſt and true 
manner, or to be fronted with ſome other of the 
fame Party that may oppoſe them, and ſo divide the 
Reputation; generally the dividing and breaking ot | 
all Factions and Combinations that are adverſe to 
the State, and ſetting them at Diſtance, or at leaſt 
Diſtruſt among themſelves, is not one of the worſt 
Remedies; for it is a deſperate Caſe if thoſe that hold 
with the Proceeding of the State be full of Diſcord 
and Faction, and thoſe that are againſt it be entire 
——_— os Sou 


/ 


U Atheiſm. 02 41 
T have noted that ſome witty and ſharp Speeches 
Which have fallen from Princes have given Fire to 
editions. Cæſar did himſelf infinite Hurt in that 
Ppecch, Hlla neſcivit liter as, non potuit dictare, for jt 
id utterly cut off that Hope which Men had enter- 
ain'd, that he would at one time or other give over 
is Dictatorſhip. Galba undid himſelf by that Speech, 
egi a ſe militem, non emi, for it put the Soldiers out 
f Hope of the Donative. Probus likewiſe by that 
Y Specch, Si vixero, non opus erit amplius Romano [mpe= 
io militibus, a Speech of great Deſpair for the Soldi- 


ender Matters and tickliſh Times to beware what 
hey ſay, eſpecially in theſe ſhort Speeches, which 
ly abroad like Darts, and are thought to be ſhot out 
df their ſecret Intentions ; for as tor large Diſcour- 
es, they are flat things, and not ſo much noted. 


gry Valour near unto them, for the repreſſing of Se- 
iitions in their beginnings, for without that there 


rſt breaking out of Troubles, than were fit; and the 
tate runneth the Danger of that whieh Tacitus ſaith, 
{tque is habitus animorum fuit, ut peſſimum facinus au- 
erent pauci, plures vellent, omnes paterentur ; but let 


rather than factious and popular, holding alſo good 
Correſpondence with the other Great Men in the 
State, or elſe the Remedy is worſe than the Diſeaſe. 


* 


fa | | | 
XVI. Of ATHETS M. 
and the Talmud, and the Alcoran, that this uni- 


never wrought a Miracle to convince Atheiſm, be- 
: „ 


rs, and many the like. Surely Princes had need in 


Laſtly, Let Princes againſt all Events not be with- 
put ſome great Perſon, one, or rather more, of Mili- 


ſeth to be more Trepidation in Court, upon the 


uch Military Perſons be aſſur'd and well reputed of, 


mn — rn ER TT nn” . 


1 rather believe all the Fables in the Legend, 


erſal Frame is without a Mind; and therefore God 
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Sir Francis Bacon Eſſays. 
cauſe his ordinary Works convince it; it is true that 


a little Philoſophy inclineth Man's Mind to Atheiſm, g 


but Depth in Philoſophy bringeth Mens Minds about 
to Religion; for while the Mind of Man looketh up- 
on Second Cauſes ſcatter' d, it may ſometimes reſt in 


them, and go no further, but when it beholdeth the] 


Chain of them confederate and link'd together, ili 
muſt needs fly to Providence and Deity ; nay, even 
that School which is moſt accus'd of Atheiſm, -dothſ 
molt demonſtrate Religion, that is, the School of Lu-. 
cippm and Democritzy, and Epicurus; for it is a thou-M 
fand times more credible that four mutable Element; 


and one immutable fifth Eflence, duly and eternal) 


plac'd, need no God, than that an Army of infinite 


{mall Portions or Seeds unplac'd, ſhould have pro- 
duc'd this Order and Beauty without a Divine Mar. 
mal. The Scripture ſaith, The Fool hath ſaid in hi 


Heart there is no God: It is not ſaid, The Fool hail 
thought in his Heart; ſo as he rather faith it by rot 
to. himſelf, as that he would have, than that he can 
throughly believe it, or be perſuaded of it; for non: 
deny there is a God but thoſe for whom it maketi 
that there were no God. It appeareth in nothin 
more that Atheiſm is rather in the Lip than in the 
Heart of Man, than by this, that Atheiſts will ever be 
talking of that their Opinion as if they fainted in i 
within themſelves, and would be glad to be ſtrengti-l 
ned by the Conſent of others; nay more, you ſhall 
have Atbeiſts ſtrive to get Diſciples, as it fareth wit 
other Sects; and which is moſt of all, you ſhall hav 
of them that will ſuffer for Atheiſm, and not recant; 


whereas if they did truly think that there were nM 
ſuch thing as God, why ſhould they trouble them 
felves? Epicurus is charged, that he did but diſſemb 
for his Credit ſake when he affirm'd there were b 
_ fed Natures, but ſuch as enjoy'd themſelves without 
having reſpe& to the Government of the World, 


wherein they ſay he did temporize, tho' in ſecret 
| | 5 „„ = Ione 
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f | Of Atheiſm. | 4 2 
thai 
ciſn, uc'd, for his Words are Noble and Divine, Nox 
bout Deos vulgi negare profanum, ſed vulgi Opiniones Dii ap- 
up- /icare profanum. Plato could have ſaid no more; and 
ft in ltho' he had the Confidence to deny the Adminiſtra- 
h then, he had not the Power to deny the Nature. The 
er, i idianus of the Net have Names for their particular 
even Gods, tho' they have no Name for God; as if the 
dotiſHeathens ſhould have had the Names of Jupiter, Apollo, 
La- lars, &c. but not the Word Deus, which ſhews, that 
hou-· Neven thoſe barbarous People have the Notion, tho 
nent hey have not the Latitude and Extent of it; ſo that 
nal gainſt the At heiſt the very Savages take part with 
finite the very ſubtileſt Philoſophers. The contemplative 
pro- MAtbeiſt is rare, a Diagoras, a Bion, a Lucian perhaps, 
Mar-. Hand ſome others, and yet they ſeem to be more than 
n hüthey are, for that all that impugn a receiv'd Religion 
hat or Superſtition, are by the adverſe part branded with 
rot the Name of Atheiſts ; bur the great Atheiſts indeed 
> canfWare Hypocrites, which are ever handling holy things, 
non but without feeling, ſo as they muſt needs be caute- 
ket i riz' d in the End. The Cauſes of 4theiſm are Diviſions 
hing in Religion, if they be many, for any one main Di- 
the gviſion addeth Zeal to both fides, but many Diviſions 
er be introduce Atheiſm. Another is Scandal of Prieſts, 
in ii when it is come to that which St. Bernard Taith, Noa 
gte jam dicere, ut populus, fic Sacerdos: quia nec fi popu- 
ſhal , ut Sacerdos, A third is Cuſtom of prophane Scof- 
with ng in holy Matters, which doth by little and little 
hau deface the Reverence of Religion. And laſtly, Learn- 
anti ed Times, eſpecially with Peace and Proſperity, for 
e no Troubles and Adverſities do more bow Mens Minds 
nemo Religion. They that deny a God deſtroy Man's 
mb Nobility, for certainly Man is of Kin to the Beaſts 
by his Body, and if he be not of Kin to God by his 
bout Spirit, he is a baſe and ignoble Creature; it deſtroys 
orlalikewiſe Magnanimity, and the raiſing Human Na- 
et ture; for take an Example of a Dog, and mark what 
ught 8 8 a Ge- 


hought there was no God; but certainly he is tra- 


: AC. ; 
44 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays; 
a Generoſity and Courage he will put on when hifi 
finds himſelf maintain'd by a Man, who to him is in- 
ſtead of a God, or melior natura, which Courage is 
manifeſtly ſuch, as that Creature, without the Con- 
fidence of a better Nature than his own, could ne- 
ver attain ; ſo Man, when he reſteth and afſureth M 
himſelf upon Divine Protection and Favour, gather- 8 
eth a Force and Faith which Human Nature in it ſel h: 
could not obtain; therefore as Atheiſm is in all re- 
ſpects hateful, ſo in this, that it depriveth Human 
Nature of the Means to exalt it felt above Human i 
Frailty. As it is in particular Perſons, ſo it is in Nati- 
ons; never was there ſuch a State for Magnanimity MW 
as Rome : Of this State hear what Cicero ſaith, Quan 
volumus, licet , Patres conſcripti, nos amemus , tamen 
nec numero Hiſpanos , nec robore Gallos, nec calliditate 
Pwnos, nec artibus Gracos; nec denique hoc ipſo huju; 
Gentis & Terre domeſtico uativog; ſenſu Italos ipſos & 
Latinos; ſed pietate ac religione, atq; hac una ſapientia, 
quod Deorum immortalium Numine, omnia regi guberna- 
riqz perſpeximus, omnes Gentes Nationeſq; ſuperavimus. 


— 


XVII. Of Superſtition. 


JT were better to have no Opinion of God at al 
| I than ſuch an Opinion as is unworthy of him, for 
the one is Unbelief, the other is Contumely, and 
certainly Superſtition is the Reproach of the Deity. 
Plutarch ſaith well to that Purpoſe : Surely (ſaith he) 
i had rather a great deal Men ſhould fay there was 1 
Juch Man at all as Plutarch, than that they ſhould ſay 
that there was one Plutarch that would eat his Children 
as ſoon as they were born, as the Poets ſpeak of Saturn. 
And as the Contumely is greater towards God, ſo the 
Danger is greater towards Men. Atheiſm leaves 4 
Man to Senſe, to Philoſophy, to natural Piety, to 
Laws, to Reputation, all which may be Guides to 

g | | alt 


an outward Moral Virtue, tho' Religion were not; 
bout Superſtition diſmounts all theſe, and erecteth an 
Jabſolute Monarchy in the Minds of Men; therefore 
Atheiſm did never perturb States, for it makes Men 
Wwcary of themſelves, as looking no further; and we 
ſee the Times inclin'd to Atheiſm (as the Time of 
Auguſtus Ceſar) were civil Times; but Superſtition 
W hath been the Confuſion of many States, and bring- 
eth in a new Primum Mobile, that raviſheth all the 
W Spheres of Government: the Maſter of Superſtition 
is the People, and in all Superſtition wiſe Men follow 


vers d Order. It was gravely ſaid by ſome of the 
Prelates in the Council of Trent, where the Doctrine 
of the. School men bear great Sway, That the School 
men were like Aſtronomers, which did feign Eccentricks, 


Phenomena, tho' they knew there were no ſuch thing. And 
in like manner, that the School-men had fram'd 2 
Number of ſubtil and intricate Axioms and Theo- 


ſes of Superſtition are pleaſing and ſenſual Rites and 
Ceremonies, Exceſs of outward and Phariſaical Ho- 


cannot but load the Church, the Stratagems of Pre- 
lates for their own Ambition and Lucre, the favour- 
or ing too much of good Intentions, which openeth the 
nd Gate to Conceits and Novelties, the taking an Aim 
ty. Nat Divine Matters by Human, which cannot bur 
ie) breed Mixture of Imaginations; and laſtly, barba- 
1» rous Times, eſpecially join'd with Calamities and 
% Diſaſters. Superſtition without a Veil is a deform'd 
en thing, for as it addeth Deformity to an Ape to be 
__ ſo like a Man, ſo the Similitude of Superfiicion ro 
-he Religion makes it the more deform'd ; and as whol- 
; 2 bome Meat corrupteth to little Worms, ſo good 
to Forms and Orders corrupt into a Number of petty 
to Obſervances. There is a Superſtition in avoiding 
an 4 . : Super- 


O Superſtition. | 45 


Fools, and Arguments are fitted to Practice in a re- 


and Epicycles, and ſuch Engines of Orbs, to ſalve the © 


rems, to ſave the Practice of the Church. The Cau- 


lineſs, over great Revercnce of Traditions, which 
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46 Sir Frantis Bacon's Eſſays. 
Superſtition, when Men think to do beſt if they go 
furtheſt from the Superſtition formerly receivd; 
therefore Care would be had, that (as it fareth in 
ill Purgings) the good be not taken away with the 
bad, which commonly is done when the People is 
r e 


7 PRAVEL in the Younger Sort is 4 Part of Edu- 


cation, in the Elder a Part of Experience. He 


that travelleth into a Country before he hath ſome 
Entrance into the Language, goeth to School, and not 
to Travel. That young Men Travel under ſome Tu— 
tor or grave Servant, I allow well, ſo that he be ſuch 
a one that hath the Language, and hath been in the 
Country before, whereby he may be able to tell them 
what Things are worthy to be ſeen in the Country 


where they go, what Acquaintances they are to ſeek, þ 


what Exerciſes or Diſcipline the Place yieldeth, for 
_ elſe Young Men fhall go hooded, and look abroad 
little. It is a ſtrange thing that in Sea Voyages, where 
there is nothing to be ſeen but Sky and Sea, Men 


ſhould make Diaries, but in Land Travel, wherein {oi 
much is to be obſerv'd,for the moſt part they omit it, 


as if Chance were fitter to be regiſtred than Obſer- 
vation; let Diaries therefore be brought in uſe. The 
Things to be ſeen and obſery'd are, the Coftrts of 
Princes, eſpecially when they give Audience to Am- 
baſſadors; the Courts of Juſtice, while they fit and 
hear Cauſes; and ſo of Conſiſtories Eccleſiaſtick; the 
Churches and Monaſtries, with the Monuments which 
are therein extant; the Walls and Fortifications of 
Cities and Towns, and ſo the Havens and Harbours, 
Antiquities and Ruins, Libraries, Colleges, Diſputa- 
tions and Lectures, where any are, Shipping, and Na- 
tives, Houſes and Gardens of State and Pleaſure veg 

e grea 


preat Cities, Armories, Arſenals, Magazines, Ex- 
changes, Burſes, Ware- Houſes, Exerciſes of Horſe- 


| manſhip, Fencing, training of Soldiers, and the like, 


Comedies, ſuch whereunto the better ſort of Perſons 


do reſort. Treaſures of Jewels and Robes, Cabinets 
and Rarities. And to conclude, whatſoever is me- 


motable in the Places where they go. After all 
which the Tutors or Servants ought to make dili- 
gent Enquiry. As for Triumphs, Maſques, Feaſts; 
Weddings, Funerals, Capital Executions, and ſuch” 
Shews; Men need not to be put in mind of them; yet 
are they not to be neglected. If you will have a young 
Man to put his Travel into a little room, and in ſhort 


time to gather much, this you muſt do. Firſt, as we 


ſaid, he muſt have ſome entrance into the Language 
before he goeth, then he muſt have ſuch a Servant 
or Tutor as knoweth the Country, as was likewiſe 
ſaid; let him carry with him alſo ſome Chart or Book 
deſcribing the Country where he travelleth; which 
will be a good Key to his Enquiry; let him keep al- 
ſo a Diary; let him not ſtay long in one City or 
Town, more or leſs, as the Place deſerveth, but not 
long ; nay, when he ſtayeth in one City or Town, 


let him change his Lodging from one End and Part 


of the Town to another, which is a great Adamant 
of Acquaintance; let him ſequeſter himſelf from the 
Company of his Country-men, and diet in ſuch Pla- 
ces where their is good Company of the Nation where 
he travelleth; let him upon his Removes from one 
Place to another, procure Reconimendation to ſome 


Perſon of Quality refiding in the Place whither he 


removeth, thar he may uſe his Favour in thoſe things 
he defireth to ſee or know. Thus he may abridge 


his Travels with much Profit. As for the Acquain- 


tance which is to be ſought in Travel, that which is 
moſt of all profitable, is Acquaintance with the Secre- - 


| taries and eniploy'd Men of Ambaſſadors ; for ſo in 


travelling in one Country, he ſhall ſack the Ex ee, : 


\ 
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= ” of many. Let him alſo ſee and vifit eminent Perſons; 
in all kinds, which are of great Name abroad, that he 
may be able to tell how the Lite agreeth with the 
Fame; for Quarrels, they are with Care and Diſcre- 8 
tion to be avoided; they are commonly for Miſtreſ- 
ſes, Healths, Place, and Words. And let a Man be- 
ware how he keepeth Company with Cholerick and 
Quarrelſome Perſons, for they will engage him into 
their own Quarrels. When a Taveller returneth 
"home, let him not leave the Countries where he hath 
travelld altogether behind him, but maintain a Cor- iſ 
reſpondency by Letters with thoſe of his Acquain- iſ 
tance which are of moſt Worth. And let his Travel 
appear rather in his Diſcourſe than in his Apparel 
or Geſture, and in his Diſcourſe let him be rather 
advisd in his Anſwers, than forward to tell Stories; 
and let it appear that he doth not change his Coun- iſ 
try Manners for thoſe of Foreign Parts; but only 
prick in ſome Flowers of that he hath learned abroad, 
into the Cages of his own Country. 
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KIN. VE MPERE. 
II is a miſerable State of Mind to have few things 

1 to deſire, and many things to fear, and yet that 
commonly is the Caſe of Kings, who being at the high- i 
eſt, want matter of deſire, which makes their Minds iſ 
more languiſnhing, and have many Repreſentations ot 
Perils and Shadows, which makes their Minds the leſs 
clear; and this is one Reaſon alſo of that Effect which 
the Scripture ſpeaketh of, That the King's Heart is in- 
ſcrutable; for Multitude of Jealouſies, and lack of 
ſome predominant Deſire that ſhould marſhal and put 
in order all the reſt, maketh any Man's Heart hard to 
find or ſound. Hence it comes likewiſe, that Princes iſ 
many times make themſelves deſire, and ſet their hearts 
upon Toys; ſometimes upon a Building, ſometimes 
upon erecting of an Order, ſometimes upon the ad- 

| | | 2 vancing i 


vancing of a Perſon, ſometimes upon obtaining Ex- 
cellency in ſome Art or Feat of the Hand, as Nero 
for playing on the Harp, Domitian for, Certainty of 
the Hand with the Arrow, Commodus for playing at 
Fence, Caracalla for driving Chariots, and the like. 
W This ſcemeth incredible unto thoſe that know not 
the Principal, That the Mind of Man is more cheared 
and refreſhed by profiting in ſmall things, than by ſtand- 
ing at a Stay in great. We ſee alſo that the Kings that 
have been fortunate Conquerors in their firſt Years; 
W it being not poſſible for them to go forward infinite- 
y, but that they muſt have ſome Check or Arreſt in 
their Fortunes, turn in their latter Years to be Su- 
perſtitious and Melancholy; as did Alexander the 
Great, Dioclefian, and in our Memory Charles the 
Fifth, and others, for he that is uſed to go forward, 
and findeth a Stop, falleth out of his own Favour, 
Sand is not the thing he was 
To ſpeak now of the true Temper of Empire; it is 
Wa thing rare, and hard to keep, for both Temper and 
PDiſtemper conſiſt of Contraries; but it is one thing 
to mingle Contraries, another to interchange them. 
The Anſwer of Apollonius to Veſpaſian is full of excel- 
Went Inſtructibn; Veſpaſian ask d him, hat was Nero 
Overthrow? He anſwered, Nero could touch and tune 
be Harp well, but in Government ſometimes he us d to 
ind the Pins too high, ſometimes to let them down too low. 
And certain it is, that nothing deſtroyeth Authority 
Jo much, as the unequal and untimely interchange 
i- df Power preſſed too far, and relaxed too much. 
This is true, that the Wiſdom of all theſe latter 
Uimes in Princes Affairs, is rather fine Deliveries, and 
* Phiftings of Dangers and Miſchiefs when they are 
ear, than ſolid and grounded Courſes to keep them 
arts loof; but this is but to try Maſteries with Fortune, 
nd let Men beware how they neglect and ſuffer mat- 
ad- er of Trouble to be prepared, for no Man can forbid 
ing be Spark, nor tell whence it may come. The Dif- 
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culties in Princes Buſineſs are many and great; but 
the greateſt Difficulty is often in their own Mind; 
for it is common with Princes (ſaith Tacitus) to wil 
Contradictories: Sunt plerumque Regum voluntate 
dehementes, & inter ſe contrarie. For it is the Sole- 
eiſm of Power to think to command the End, and 
yet not endure the Means. N N N 
Kings have to deal with their Neighbours, their 
Nies, their Children, their Prelates or Clergy, their 
Nobles, their Second Nobles or Gentlemen, their Mer- 
chants, their Commons, and their Men of War. And 
from all theſe ariſe Dangers, if Care and Circum- 
n it ay hn fug wht 14 
Firſt, For their Neighbours; There can no general 
Rule be given (the Occaſions are ſo variable) ſave one, 
which ever holdeth, which is, that Princes do keep 
due Centinel, that none of their Neighbours do over 
grow ſo, by increaſing of Territory, (by imbracing 
of Trade, by Approaches, or the like) as they be- 
come more able to annoy them, than they were. This 
is generally the work of ſtanding Counſels to foreſee, 
and to hinder it. During that Triumwivate of King), 
King Henry VIII. of England, Francis I. King of 
France, and Charles V. Emperor, there was ſuch 2 
Watch kept that none of the Three could win a Palm 
of Ground, but the other Two would ſtrait-way's 
balance it, either by Confederation, or if need were, 
by a War, and would not in any wiſe take up Peace 
at Intereſt; and'the like was done by that. League, 
(which Guicciardine ſaith, was the Security of ra) 
made between Ferdinando King of Naples, Lorenzi- 
ii Medices, and Ludovicus Sfoxxa, Potentate, the one 
of Florence, the other of Milain; neither is the Opi- 
nion of ſome of the School- men to be received, That 
4 War cannot juſtly be made but upon a precedent 1nju!) 
or Provocation; for there is no queſtion but a juſt 
Fear of an imminent Danger, though there be no 
Blow / given, is a lawful Cauſe of a War. 


For 


IX | Of Empire. 51 
For their Vives, there are cruel Examples of them. 
Livia is infamed for the poiſoning of her Husband, 
Roxalana, Solyman's Wife, was the Deſtruction of that 
renowned Prince, Sultan Muſtapha, and otherwiſe 
troubled his Houſe and Succeſſion; Eduard II. of 
England, his Queen had the principal Hand in the 
depoſing and murther of her Husband. This kind 
of Danger is then to be fear'd chiefly when the Mives 
have Plots for the raiſing of their own Children, or 
elſe that they be Advoutreſſes. 1 
For their Children; the Tragedies likewiſe of Dan- 
gers from them have been many, and generally the 
entring of Fathers into Suſpicion of their Children 
have been ever unfortunate. The Deſtruction of Mu- 
ſtapha (that we nam! d before) was ſo fatal to Solyman's 
Line, as the Succeſſion of the Turks from Solyman until 
this Day, is ſuſpected to be untrue, and of ſtrange 
Blood, for that Sehhmus II. was thought to be ſuppo- 
ſititious. The Deſtruction of Criſpus a young Prince 
of rare Towardneſs, by Conſtantinus the Great his 
Father, was in like manner fatal to his Houſe, for 
both Conſtantinus and Conſtance his Son died violent 
Deaths, and Conſtantius his other Son did little better, 
who died indeed of Sickneſs, but after that Julians 
had taken' Arms againſt him. The Deſtruction of 
Demetrius Son to Philip II. of Macedon, turned upon 
the Father, who died of Repentance; and many like 
Examples there are, but few or none where the Fa- 
thers had good by ſuch diſtruſt, except it were where 
the Sons were up in open Arms againſt them, as was 
ne Sh I. againſt Bajaxet, and the three Sons of 
Henry I: King of England. | | | 
For their Prelates; when they are proud and great, 
there is alſo Danger from them, as it was in the 
Times of Anſelm, and Thomas Bicket, Archbiſhops af 
Canterbury, who with their Croſſers did almoſt try it 
with the King's Sword, and yet they had to deal with 
tour and haughty Kings, William Rufis, Henry 1. 
ds - » ang 
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and Henry II. the Danger is not from the State, but 
where it hath a Dependence of Foreign Authority, 
or where the Church Men come in, and are elected, 
not by the Collation of the King, or particular Pa- 


1 


trons, but by the People. . 

For their Nobles; to keep them at a diſtance it is 
not amiſs, but to depreſs them may make a King 
more abſolute, but leſs ſafe, and leſs able to perform 


any thing that he deſires. I have noted it in my Hi- 


ſtory of King Henry VII. of England, who depre ſſed 


his Nobility, whereupon it came to paſs that his Times 
were full of Difficulties and Troubles, for the Nobi- 
lity, tho' they continu'd loyal unto him, yet did they 
not co-operate with him in his Buſineſs, ſo that in 
effect he was fain to do all things himſelf, © 

For their Second Nobles; there is not much danger 


from them, being a Body diſpers'd ; they may ſome- 


times diſcourſe high, but that doth little hurt, be- 
fides they are a Counterpoize to the higher Nobility, 


that they grow not too Potent ; and /aſtly, being the 


moſt immediate in Authority with the Common 
People, they do beſt temper popular Commotions. 
For their Merchants ; they are Vena porta; and if 


they flouriſh not, a Kingdom may have good Limbs, 
but will have empty Veins, and nouriſh little. Taxes 


and Impoſts upon them do ſeldom good to the King's 
Revenue; for he that wins in the Hundred, he loſeth 
in the Shire; the particular Rates being increas, 
but the total Bulk of Trading rather decreas'd. 

For their Commons; there is little Danger from 
them, except it be where they have great and potent 
Heads, or where you meddle with the point of Relt- 
gion, or their Cuſtoms, or Means of Life, 

For their Men of War; it is à dangerous State 
where they live and remain in a Body, and are us'd to 
Donatives, whereof we ſee Examples in the Faniza- 
ries and Pretorian Bands of Rome; but Trainings of 


; Men, and Arming them in ſeveral Places, and under 


ſeveri 
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Of Counſel, © 1 


t ſeyeral Commanders, and without Donatives, are 
7 things of Defence and no Danger. Yeoh 
, Princes are like to Heavenly Bodies, which cauſe good 


or evil Times, and which have much Veneration but 
no Reſt. All Precepts concerning Kings are in effe& 
comprehended in thoſe two Remembrances, Memento 
quod es Homo, and Memento quod es Deus, or Vice Dei; 
the one bridleth their Power, and the other their 
Will. e e 


—— 


N. N CU 
HE greateſt Truſt between Man and Man is 
12 the Truſt of giving Counſel, for in other Confi- 


dences Men commit the Parts of Life, their Lands, 
their Goods, their Children, their Credit, to ſome © 


wy particular Affair; but to ſuch asthey make their Coun+ 
© J%lort, they commit the whole, by how much the 
„more they are oblig'd to all Faith and Integrity. 
he The wiſeſt Princes need not think it any Diminution 
on to their Greatneſs, or Derogation to their Sufficien- 
8. cy, or rely upon Counſel. God himſelf is not without, 
it but hath made it one of the great Names of his bleſ- 
bo {cd Son, the Counſellor; Solomon hath pronounced, 
kes That in Counſel is Stability, Things will have their 
$5 WW firſt or ſecond Agitation, if they be not toſſed upon 


the Arguments of Counſel, they will be toſſed upon 
the Waves of Fortune, and be full of Inconſtancy, do- 
ing and undoing, like the reeling of a drunken Man. 
Hlomon's Son found the Force of Counſel, as his Fa- 
ther ſaw the Neceſſity of it; for the beloved King- 
dom of God was firſt rent and broken by ill Counſel, 
upon which Counſel there are ſet for Inſtruction the 


ate two Marks whereby Bad Counſel is for ever beſt diſ- 
to cerned, that it was young Counſel for the Perſons, 
and violent Counſel for the Matter. 5 
; of The ancient Times to ſet forth in Figure both the 
5 Incorporation and inſeparable Conjun&ion of Counſel 
4 | | and in 
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with Kings, and the wiſe and politick Uſe of Counſel 
by Kings, the one in that they ſay Jupiter did marry 
Metis, which ſignifieth Counſel, whereby they intend 
that Sovereignty is married to Counſel, the other in that 
which followeth, which was thus; they ſay after Ju- 
piter was married to Metis, ſhe conceived by him, and 
was with Child, but Jupiter ſuffered her not to ſtay 
till ſne brought forth, but eat her up, whereby he be- 
came himſelf with Child, and was delivered of Pala; 
armed out of his Head, which monſtrous Fable con- 
taineth a Secret of Empire, how Kings are to make 
uſe of their Council of State; that firſt they ought to 
refer Matters unto them, which is the firſl begetting 
or Impregnation, but when they are elaborate, moul- 
ded and ſhaped in the Womb of their Council, and 
grow ripe and ready to be brought forth, that then 
they ſuffer not their Council to go thro with the Re- 
ſolution and Direction, as if it depended on them, 
but take the Matter back into their own Hands, and 
make it appear to the World that the Decrees and 
final Directions (which,becauſe they come forth with 
Prudence and Power, are reſembled to Pallas armed) 
DProceeded from themſelves, and not only from their 
Authority, but (the more to add Reputation to 
themſelves) from. their Head and Device. 

Let us now ſpeak of the Inconveniences of Coun- 
ſel, and of the Remedies. The Inconveniences that 
have been noted in calling and uſing Counſel arc 
three: Firſt, the revealing of Affairs, whereby they 
become leſs ſecret. Secondly, the weakning of the 
Authority of Princes, as if they were leſs of them- 
ſelves. Thirdly, the Danger of being unfaithfully 
counſelled, and more for the Good of them that 
-counſel than of him that is counſelled ; for which In- 


conveniences the Doctrine of Hal) and Practice of. 


France in ſome Kings Times hath introduced Cabi- 
net. Councils, a Ne worſe chan the Diſeaſe. 


As 
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As to Secreſy, Princes are not bound to communi- 


rate all Matters with all Counſellors, but extract and 
ſelect, neither is it neceſſary that he that conſulteth 


what he ſhould do, ſhould declare what he will do; 


vut let Princes beware that the unſecreting of their 


Affairs comes not from themſelves. And as for Ca- 
binet Councils, it may be their Motto, Plenus rima- 
rum ſum. One futile Perſon that maketh it his Glo- 
ry to tell, will do more Hurt than many that know 
it their Duty to conceal. It is true there be ſome. Af- 
fairs which require extream Secreſy, which will hard- 
ly go beyond one or two Perſons beſide the King, 
neither are thoſe Counſels unproſperqus, for beſides 
the Secreſy, they commonly go on conſtantly in one 
Spirit of Direction without Diſtraction, but then it 
muſt be a prudent King, ſuch as is able to grind with 
a Hand-mill, and thoſe inward Counſellors had need 
alſo be wiſe Men, and eſpecially true and truſty to 
the King's Ends, as it was with King Henry VII. of 
England, who in his greateſt Buſineſs imparted himſelf 
to none, except it were to Morton and Fx. 
For weakning of Authority; the Fable ſheweth the 
Remedy; nay, the Majeſty of Kings is rather exalt- 
ed than diminiſned when they are in the Chair of 
Counſel; neither was there ever Prince bereaved of 
his Dependences by his Council, except where there 
hath been either an over Greatneſs in one Counſel- 
lor, or an over ſtrict Combination in divers, Which 
are things ſoon found and holpen. 
For the laſt Inconvenience, that Men will counſel 
with an Eye to themſelves, Certainly Non inveniet fidem 


ſuper terram, is meant of the Nature of Times, and 


not of all particular Perſons. There be that are in 
Nature faithful and ſincere, and plain and direct, 
not crafty and invaly'd, let Princes above all draw 


| to themſelves ſuch Natures ; beſides Counſellors are 


not commonly ſo united, but that one Counſellor 
xeepeth Centinel over another, ſo that if any do 
Bey R TR counſel 
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counſel out of Faction or private Ends, it commonly 
comes to the King's Ear; but the beſt Remedy is, if 
Princes know their Counſellors as well as their 
Counſellors know. them. e 


Principis eſt virtus maxima noſſe ſues. 


And on the other ſide Counſellors ſhould not be 
too ſpeculative into their Sovereign's Perfon ; the 
true Compoſition of a Counſellor, is rather to be 
Skill d in his Maſter's, Buſineſs than in his Nature, 
for then he is like to adviſe him, and not to feed his 
Humour. Ir is of ſingular Uſe to Princes if they take 
the Opinions of their Council both ſeparately and 
together, for private Opinion is more free, but Opi- 
mon before others is more reverend, in private Men 
are more bold in their own Humours, and in Con- 
fort Men are more obnoxious to others Humoars, 
therefore it is good to take both, and of the inferior 
fort rather in private, to preſerve Freedom, of the 
greater rather in Conſort, to preſerve Reſpect. It is 
vain for Princes to take Counſel concerning Matters, 
if they take no Counſel likewiſe concerning Perſons, 
for all Matters are as dead Images, and the Life of 
the Execution of Affairs reſteth in the good Choice 
of Perſons; neither is it enough to conſult concern- 
ing Perſons, ſecundum genera, as in an Idea or Mathe- 
matical Deſcription, what the Kind and Character 
of the Perſon ſhould be, for the greateſt Errors are 
committed, and the moſt Judgment is ſhewn in the 
Choice of Inviduals. It was truly ſaid, Optimi cor/i- 
Hari mortui, Books will ſpeak plain when Counſellors 
blanch, therefore it is good to be converſant in them, 


* 


eſpecially the Books of ſuch as themſelves have been 


— 


Actors upon the Stage. 1 ; 
The Councils at this Day in moſt Places are but 
familiar Meetings, where Matters are rather talk'd 
don than debated; and they run too ſwift to the Or- 


der or Act of Counſel; it were better that in * 
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„ 
of Weight the Matter were propounded one Day, 


and not ſpoken till the next Day: In notte Conſilium. 


So was it done in the Commiſſion of Union between 


Eigland and Scotland, which was. a grave and order- 


ly Afembly, I commend ſet Days for Petitions, for 
it gives both the Suitors more Certainty for their 
Attendance, and it frees the Meetings for Matters of 


W Eſtate, that they may hoc agere. In Choice of Com- 


mittees for 1 Buſineſs for the Council, it is 
better to chuſe indifferent Perſons, than to make an 


; Indifferency, by putting in thoſęghat are ſtrong. on 


both ſides. I commend alſo ſtanding Commiſſions, 
as for Trade, far Treaſure, for War, for Suits, for 


W ſome Provinces; for where there be divers particular 


Councils, and but one Council, of State (as it is in 


miſſions, ſave that they have greater Authority. Let 
ſuch as are to inform Councils out of their particular 
Profeſſions (as Lawyers, Seamen, Mint-men, and the 
like) be firſt heard betore Committees, and then,. as 
occaſion ſerves, before the Council, and let them not 
come in Multitudes, or in a Tribunitious manner, 
for that is to clamour Councils, not to inform them. 
A long Fable, and a ſquare Table, or Seats about the 
Walls, ſeem things of Form, but are things of Sub- 
ſtance; for at a long Table a few at the upper End 
in effect ſway all the Buſineſs, but in the other Form 


there is more Uſe of the Counſellors Opinions that 
ſit lower. A King when he preſides in Council, let 
him beware how he opens his own Inclination too 
much in that which he propoundeth, for elſe Coun- 
| ſellors will but take the Wind of him, and inſtead of 


giving free Counſel, ſing him a Song of Placebo. 


1 


e 
Ortune is like the Market, where many times if 
L you can ſtay alittle the Price will fall; and again 


Spain) they are in effect no more than ſtanding Com- 
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it is ſometimes like Sybilla's Offer, which at firſt offer: 
eth the Commodity at full, then conſumeth part and 
part, and ſtill holdeth up the Price; for Occaſion (as 
1t is in the common Verſe) turneth a bald Noddle, after 
ſhe hath preſented her Locks in Front, and no Hold taken, 
or at leaſt turneth the Handle of the Bottle firſt to be 
received, and after the Belly, which is hard to claſp, 
'There is ſurely no greater Wiſdom than well to time 
the Beginnings and Onſets of Things. Dangers are 
no more light if they once ſeem light, and more Dan- 
gers have deceiv'd Men than forc'd them; nay, it 
were better to meet ſome Dangers half way, tho they 
come nothing near, than to keep too long a Watch 
upon their Approaches, for if a Man watch too long, 
it is odds he will fall aſleep; on the other fide, to be 


deceiv'd with too long Shado' ws, as ſome have been, 


when the Moon was low, and ſhone on their Enemies 
Back, and ſo to ſhoot off before the time, or to teach 
Dangers to come on, by over early buckling towards 
them, is another Extream ; the Ripeneſs or Unripe- 


neſs of the Occaſi ion (as we ſaid) muſt ever be well 


weigh d, and generally it is good to commit the Be- 
ginnings of all great Actions to Arg with his Hun- 


dred Eyes, and the Ends to Briareus with his Hun- 


dred Hands, firſt to watch, and then to ſpecd ; for 


the Helmet of Pluto, which maketh the politick Man 


go inviſible, is Secreſy in the Counſel, and Celerity 


in the Execution, for when things are once come to 


the Execution, there is no Secreſy comparable to 
Celerity, like the Motion of a Bullet in the Airs which 


| Meth {0 ſwift as it out-runs the mw * 
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XXIII. Of « CUNNING. 


E take 88 for a ſiniſter or croaked Wiſ- 
dom, and certainly there is great difference 


þerween a. cunning Man and a wile Man, not only 


— in 


1 Wi Cunning.” 2 59 
in Point of Honeſty, but in Point of Ability. There 
be that can pack the Cards, and yet cannot play well; 
ſo there are ſome that are good in Canvaſſes and Fa- 
ctions, that are otherwiſe weak Men. Again; it is 
one thing to underſtand Perſons, and another thing 
to underſtand Matters, for many are perfect in Mens 
Humours that are not greatly capable of the real 
part of Buſineſs, which is the Conſtitution of one 
that hath ſtudied Men more than Books, ſuch Men 
are fitter for Practice than for Counſel, and they are 
good but in their own Alley, turn them to new Men 
and they have loſt their Aim, ſo as the old Rule to 
know a Fool from a wiſe Man, Mitte ambos nudos ad 
ignotos, & videbis, doth ſcarce hold for them. And 
becauſe theſe cunning Men are like Haberdaſhers of 
ſmall Wares, it is not amiſs to ſet forth their Shop. 
It is a Point of Cunning to wait upon him with 
| whom you ſpeak: with your Eye, as the Jeſuits give 
it in Precept, for there may be many wiſe Men that 
have ſecret Hearts and tranſparent Countenances ; 
vet this would be done with a demure abaſing of your 
Eye ſometimes, as the Jeſuits alſo. do uſe. - 

Another is, that when you have any thing to ob- 
tain of preſent Diſpatch; yourentertain and amuſe the 
Party with whom you deal with ſome other Diſcourſe, 
that he be not too much awake to make Objections. I 
knew a Counſellor and Secretary that never came to 
Queen Elizabeth of England with Bills to ſign, but he 
would always firſt put ker into ſome Diſcourſe of 
Eſtate, that ſhe might the leſs mind the Bills. 

The like Surprize may be made by moving things 
when the Party is in haſte, and cannot ſtay to conſi- 
— der adviſedly of that is move... 

If a Man would croſs a Buſineſs that he doubts 
ſome other would handſomely and effectually move, 
let him pretend to wiſh it well, and move it himſelf 
in ſuch ſort as may ſoil it. ee 0: e 
5 e | The 


Go . Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays; 


The breaking off in the midſt of that one was i 


about to ſay, as if he took himſelf up, breeds a grea- 
ter Appetite in him with whom you confer to knoy 
more. > 272 
And becauſe it works better when any thing ſeem- 
eth to be gotten from you by Queſtion, than if you 
offer it of your ſelf, you may lay a Bait for a Queſti- 
on, by ſhewing another Viſage and Countenance 
than you are wont, to the end to give occaſion for 
the Party to ask what the matter is of the Change, 
as Nehemiah did; And I had not before that time been 
ſad before the King. ETSY 
In things that are tender and unpleaſing, it is good 
to break the Ice by ſome whoſe Words are of leſs 
Weight, and to reſerve the more weighty Voice to 
come in as by chance, ſo that he may be ask'd the 
Queſtion upon the other's Speech, as Narciſſus did 
in relating to Claudius the Marriage of Meſſalina and 
Silius. 76 | | 
In things that a Man would nor be ſeen in himſelf, 
It is a Point of Cunning to borrow the Name of the 
World, as to fay; The World ſays, or, There is 4 
Speech: abroad; 
I knew one that when he wrote a Letter he would 
put that which was moſt material in the Poſtſcript, 
as if it had been a by Mattter. e 
I I knew another that when he came to have Speech 
he would paſs over that he intended moſt, and go 
forth, and come back again and ſpeak of it, as a 
thing that he had almoſt forgot. 
Some procure themſelves to be ſurpriz d at ſuch 
times, as it is like the Party that they work upon 
will ſuddenly come upon them, and to be found with 
a Letter in their Hand, or doing ſomewhat which 
they are not accuſtomed, to the end they may be 
oppoſed of thoſe things which of themſelves they are 
deſirous to utter. 8 = YE? Pen to 


\ 


e 
— ; | 


It is a Point of Cunning to let fall thoſe Words in 
Man's own Name which he would have another 
Aan learn and uſe, and thereupon take Advantage. 
knew Two that were Competitors for the Secreta- 
Vs Place in Queen Elizabeth's Time, and yet kept 
Wood Quarter between themſelves, and would confer 
one with another upon the Buſineſs, and one of them 
Haid, That to be a Secretary in the Declination of a 
Monarchy was a tickliſh thing, and that he did nor 
Wf#c& it. The other ſtrait caught up thoſe Words, 
Wand diſcourſed with divers of his Friends, That he 
had no reaſon, to deſire to be a Secretary in the de- 
Wclining of a Monarchy. The firſt Man took hold of 
Wit, and found means it was told the Queen, who 
hearing of a Declination of a Monarchy, took it ſo 
il, as ſhe would never after hear of the others Suit. 

W There is a Cunning which we in England call, The / 
W:uning of the Cat in Pan, which is, when that which 
Man ſays to another, he lays it as if another had 
aid it to him; and to ſay Truth, it is not eaſy, when 
Witch a Matter paſs d between Two, to make it ap- 
pear from which of them it firſt moved and began. 
lt is a Way that ſome Men have, to glance and 
dart at others, by juſtifying themſelves by Negatives, 
as to ſay, This 1 did not: As Tigellinus did towards 
Burrhus, Se non diverſas ſpes, ſed incolumitatem Impe= « 
Wrators fimpliciter ſpectar eee. . 
Some have in readineſs ſo many Tales and Stories, 
Jas there is nothing they would inſinuate but they can 
gwrap it into a Tale, which ſerveth both to keep 
themſelves more in Guard, and carry it with more 
Pleaſure. + | * i 


It is a good Point of Cunning for a Man to ſhape 
the Anſwer he would have in his-own Words and 
rig. for it makes the other Party ſtick the 
It is ſtrange how long ſome Men will lie in wait 

= ſpeak ſomewhat they deſire ta ſay, and ho far 

Wo Een ; e 
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about they will fetch, and how many other Matter; 
they will beat over to come near it, it is a thing of 
great Patience, but yet of much Uſe. 

A fudden, bold, and unexpected Queſtion, doth 
many times ſurprize a Man, and lay him open; like 
to him that having changed his Name, and walk'd in 
Pauls, another ſuddenly came behind him and call 
Mey his true Name, whereat he ſtraitways look d 
back. a | 55 | 

But theſe ſmall Wares and petty Points of Cunning 
are infinite, and it were a good deed to make a Lil 
of them, for that nothing doth more Hurt in a State 
than that cunning Men paſs for wiſe. 
But certainly ſome there are that know the Reſort 
and Falls of Buſineſs that cannot fink into the Main 
of it, like a Houſe that hath convenient Stairs and 
Entries, but never a fair Room; therefore you ſhal 
Tee them find out pretty Looſes in the Concluſion, 
bur are no ways able to examine or debate Matters; 
and yet commonly they take Advantage of their Ina- 
bility,and would be thought Wits of Dire&ion. Some 
build rather upon the abuſing of others, and (as we 
now ſay) putting Tricks upon them, than npon- th: 
Soundneſs of their own Proceedings. But Solomon 
faith, Prudens advertit ad greſſus ſuos, Stultus divertit 
-14-Aolos.- + i A 3 n i 0 
VXIXIII. Of Wiſdom for a Man's ſelf. 
X Ant is a wiſe Creature for it ſelf, but it is“ 
ſhrewd thing in an Orchard or Garden; and 
certainly Men that are great Lovers of themſelves 
waſte the Publick. Divide with Reaſon between Self- 
Love and Society, and be ſo true to thy ſelf as thou 
be not falſe to others, eſpecially to thy King and 
Country; it is a poor Center of a Man's Actions 
himſelf; it is right Earth, for that only ſtands falt 
upon its own Center; whereas all things that have ch. 
Affinity with the Heavens, move upon the ar ö 
TY anothe 
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another which they benefit. The referring of all to 
> Man's ſelf is more tolerable in a Sovereign Prince, 
becauſe themſelves ate not only themſelves, but their 
Good and Evil is at the Peril of the Publick Fortune, 
but it is a deſperate Evil in a Servant to a Prince, or 
2 Citizen in a Republick, for whatſoever Affairs paſs 

ſuch a Man's Hands, he crooketh them to his own 
Ends, which muſt needs be often eccentrick to the 
Ends of his Maſter or State, therefore let Princes or 
States chuſe ſuch Servants as have not this Mark, ex- 
W cept they mean their Service ſhould be made but the 
Acceſſary; that which maketh the Effect more perni- 
Wrcious is, that all Proportion is loſt, it were Diſpro- 
portion enough for the Servant's Good to be pre- 
W ferred before the Maſter's, but yet it is a greater Ex- 
tream when a little Good of the Servant ſhall carry 
things againſt the great Good of the Maſter's, and 
yet that is the Caſe of bad Officers, Treaſurers, Am- 

baſſadors, Generals, and other falſe and corrupt Ser- 

vants, which ſer a Biaſs upon their Bowl of their own 
| oy Ends arid Envies, to the Overthrow of their 
WMaſtet's great and important Affairs; and for the 
moſt part the Good which Servants receive is after 
the Model of their own Fortune, but the Hurt they 
fell for that Good is after the Model of their Ma- 
Witcr's Fortune; and certainly it is the Nature of ex- 
tream Self-lovers as they will ſet an Houſe on fire 
if it were but to roaſt their Eggs, and yet theſe Men 
many times hold Credit with their Maſters, becauſe 
their Study is but to pleaſe them and profit them- 
ſelves, and for either reſpe& they will abandon the 
Good of their Affairs. © FIT : 

Wiſdom for a Man's ſelf is in many Branches there- 
of a depraved thing ; it is the Wiſdom of Rats that 
will be ſare to leave the Houſe ſome Time before it 
falls; it is the Wiſdom of the Fox that thruſts out 
the Badger, who digged and made room for him; it 
8 the Wiſdom of ** that ſhed Tears _ 

they 


— 
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they would devour ; but that which is ſpecially to be 
noted is, that thoſe which (as Cicero ſays of Pompey) 
are, Sui amantes fine rivali, are many times unfortu- 
nate; and whereas they have all their Time ſacrifi- 
ced ro themſelves, they become in the End themſelves 
Sacrifices to the Inconſtancy of Fortune, whole Ming 
they thought by their Self-wiſdom to have pinnioned, 
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XXIV. Of Innovation. 


S the Births of living Creatures at firſt are il 
\ ſhapen, ſo are all Innovations, which are the 
Births of Time; yet notwithſtanding as thoſe tha MK: 
firſt bring Honour into their Family are commonly 
more worthy than molt that ſucceed, ſo the firſt Pre- 
cedent (if it be good) is ſeldom attained by Imitati- 
on; for Il to Man's Nature, as it ſtands perverted, 
hath a natural Motion, ſtrongeſt in Continuance; 
but Good, as a forced Motion, ſtrongeſt at firſt; 
ſurely every Medicine is an Innovation, and he that. 
will not apply new Remedies muſt expect new EvilsM 
for Time is the greateſt Innovator; and if Time d 
courſe alter things to the worſe, and Wiſdom and 
Counſel ſhall not alter them to the better, what ſhall Mi 
be the End? It is true, that what is ſettled by Cu- 
ſtom, tho' it be not good, yet at leaſt it is fit, and ra 
thoſe things which have long gone together, are, a 
it were, confederate within themſelves, whereas neu 
things piece not ſo well; but tho' they help by thei no 
Utility, yet they trouble by their Inconformity; be. MIt 
ſides they are like Strangers, more admired and le rhe 
favoured; all this is true if Time ſtood ſtill, whid nei 
contrariwiſe moveth ſo round, that a forward Reten- Mit i 
tion of Cuſtom is as turbulent a thing as an Innova- 
tion, and they that reverence too much Old Times 
are but a Scorn to the New; it were good therefore 
that Men in their Innovations would en the 
Py xam- 
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Wcample of Time it ſelf, which indeed innovateth 
reatly, but quietly, and by degrees, ſcarce to be per- 
W-cived; for otherwiſe whatioever is new is unlook'd 
or, and ever it mends ſome, and pairs other; and 
e that is holpen, takes it for a Fortune, and thanks 
WW he-Time; and he that is hurt, for a Wrong, and im- 
Wutcth it to the Author. It is good alſo not to try 
W:xperiments in States, except the Neceſſity be urgent 
r the Utility be evident, and well to beware that it 
e the Reformation that draweth on the Change, 
ad not the Defirc of Change that pretendeth the 
Reformation. And laſtly, that the Novelty, tho' it be 
Wot rejected, yet be held for a Suſpect; and as the 
cripture ſaith, that we make a Stand upon the ancient 
ay, and then look about us, and diſcover what is the 

rait and right Way, and ſo to walk in it. 


. 
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<li XXV. Of Diſpatch: 

m | N Diſpatch is one of the moſt dangerous 
1% things to Buſineſs than can be, it is like that 
L rich the Phyſicians call pre- digeſtion, or haſty Di- 
in 


Weocition, which is ſure to fill the Body full of Crudi- 
ies and ſecret Seeds of Diſeaſes; therefore meaſure 
not Diſpatch by the Times of ſitting, but by the Ad- 
oancement of the Bufineſs. And as in Races it is not 
be large Stride or high Lift that makes the Speed, 
Wo in Buſineſs the keeping cloſe to the Matter, and 


ici Wnor-taking of it too much at once, procureth Diſpatch. 
belt is the Care of ſome only to come off ſpeedily for 
i Wc Time, or to contrive ſome falſe Periods of Buſi- 
ic 


Nneſs, becauſe they may ſeem Men of Diſpateh; but 


ten Mit is one thing to abbreviate by contracting, another 
* by cutting off, and Buſtueſs ſo handled at ſeveral Sit- 
me 


tings or Meetings, goeth commonly backward or for- 
ward, in an unſteady manner. I knew a wiſe Man 

that had it for a by-word when he ſaw Men haſten 
| | " 2 to 
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to a Concluſion, Stay a little, that ue may make at 


End the ſoone. OL LOT | 
On the other ſide, true Diſpatch is a rich thing, He 
for Time is the Meaſure of Buſineſs, as Money is of. 

| Wares, and Buſineſs is bought at a dear hand where ih; 
there is ſmall Diſpatch. The Spartans and Spaniari., 
have been noted to be of ſmall Diſpatch, Miveni ae 
Ia Muerte de Spagna, Let my Death come from Spain e 
far then it will be ſure to be long in coming. h 
Give good hearing to thoſe that give the firſt Inc 
formation in Buſineſs, and rather direct them in thc; 


beginning than interrupt them in the continuance 
their Speeches, for he that is put out of his own Or- 
der, will go forward and backward, and more ted; 
ous while he waits upon his Memory, than he coull 
have been if he had gone on in his own Courſe; but 
ſometimes it is ſeen that the Moderator is more trou-· 
bleſome than the Actor. | 

Iterations are commonly Loſs of Time, but there 
is no ſuch Gain of Time as to iterate often the Stae 
of the Queſtion, for it chaſeth away many a frivolouMi 
Speech as it is coming forth; long and curious Spee- 
ches are as fit for Diſpatch as a Robe or a Mantel 
with a long Train is for a Race. 1 

Prefaces and Paſſages, and Excuſations, and othe: 
Speeches of reference to the Perſon, are great Waſten 
of Time, and tho they ſeem to proceed of Modeſty, 
they are Bravery; yet beware of being too materia, 
when there is any Impediment or Obſtruction il 
Mens Wills, for pre-occupation of Mind ever requi-i 
reth Preface of Speech, like a Fomentation to make 
the Unguent enter. oy 7, 
Above all things Order, and Diſtribution, and ſin- 
gling out of Parts, is the Life of Diſpatch, ſo as the 
Diſtribution be not too ſubtle, for he that doth not 
divide will-never enter well into Buſineſs, and he that 
divideth too much will never come out of it clearly; 
to chuſe Time is to ſave Time, and an . 
7 £ Ot191 
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Of ſeeming Wife. . 67 
otion is but beating the Air. There be three Parts 
Buſineſs, the Preparation, the Debate or Exami- 
ation, and the Perfection, whereof if you look for 
WDiſpatch, let the middle only be the Work of many, 
ud the firſt and laſt the Work of few. The proceed- 
Ing upon ſomewhat conceived in Writing doth ſor 
e moſt part facilitate Diſpatch, for tho' it ſhould be 
Wholly rejected, yet that Negative is more pregnant 
f Direction than an Indefinite, as Aſhes are more 
enerative than Duſt. 


I 


Add. f # 


XXVI. Of ſeeming wiſe. 


T hath been an Opinion that the French are wiſer 

than they ſeem, and the Spaniards ſeem wiſer than 
hey are; but however it be between Nations, cer- 
Fainly it is ſo between Man and Man; for as the 
A poſtle ſaith of Godlineſs, having a Shew of Godlineſs, 
Put denying the Power thereof; ſo certainly there are in 
Points of Wiſdom ana Sufficiency that to do nothing 
Pr little very ſolemnly, Magno conatu nugas. It is a 
idiculous thing, and fit for a Satyr to Perſons of 
Judgment, to ſee what Shifts theſe Formaliſts have, 
and what Proſpectives to make Superficies to ſeem. 
ody, that hath Depth and Bulk. Some are ſo cloſe 
Feſerved, as they will not ſhew their Wares but by a 
Work Light, and ſeem always to keep back ſomewhat, 
nd when they know within themſelves they ſpeak of 
hat they do not well know, would nevertheleſs ſeem 
Wo others to know of that, which they may not well 
peak. Some help themſelves with Countenance and 
eſture, and are wiſe by Signs, as Cicero ſaith of Pi- 
ſo, that when he anſwered him he fetch'd one of his. 
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ous up to his Forehead, and bent the other down 
1 to his Chin, Reſpondes altero ad frontem ſublato, altero 


ad mentum depreſſo ſupercitio, crudelitatem tibi non pla- 
cere, dome think to bear it by ſpeaking q great * 
N |S and 
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and being peremproty, and go on, and take by Ad- 
mittance 'that which they cannot make good. Some I 
whatſoever is beyond their reach, will ſeem to de- 
ſpiſe or make light of it, as impertinent or curious, 
400 ſo will have their Ignorance ſeem Judgment, iſ 
Some are never without à difference, and common 
by amuſing Men with a Subtilty, hlanch the Matter, - 
of whom A Gellius ſaith, Hominem delirum qui verbo- 
rum minutiis rerum frangit pondera. Of which Kind 
alſo Plato in his Protagoras bringeth in Progicws in 
Scorn, and maketh him make a Speech, that confiſ- 
eth of Diſtinctions from the Beginning to the End 
Generally ſuch Men in all Deliberations find Eaſe tu 
be of the negative ſide, and affect a Credit to objed 
and foretel Difficulties; tor when Propoſitions ar 
denied, there is an End of them, but if they be a- 
lowed, it requirerh anew Work, which falſe Point 
of Wiſdom is the Bane of Buſineſs. To conclude, 
there is no decaying Merchant, or inward Beggat, 
hath ſo many Tricks to uphold the Credit of their 
Wealth, as theſe empty Perſons have to maintain the 
Credit of their Sufficiency. Seeming wiſe Men may 
make ſhift to get Opinion, but let no Man chu 
them for Employment, for certainly you were bett:M 
take for Buſineſs a Man ſomewhat abſurd than over 
formal. : 
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XXVII. Of Friendſbip. L 


T had been hard for him that ſpoke it to hae 
put more Truth and Untruth together in feuf m⸗ 
Words than in that Speech, I/hoſoever is delighted C 
Solitude is either a wild Beaſt or a God; for it is mol 
true that a natural and ſecret Hatred and Averſatio! 
towards Society in any Man hath ſomewhat of th 
ſayage Beaſt, but it is moſt untrue that it ſhould hau 
4 5 at all of che Divine Nature, excep 


| Of Friendſhip. 69 
it proceed not out of a Pleaſure in Solitude, but out 
x of a Love and Deſire to ſequeſter a Man's ſelf for a 
higher Converſation, ſuch as is found to have been 
„ fallly and feignedly in ſome of the Heathen, as Epi- 
. 1enides the Candian, Numa the Roman, Empedocles the 
y $7c311a7, and Apollonius of Tyana, and truly and really 
r, in divers of the ancient Hermits and holy Fathers of 
„„the Church; but little do Men perceive what Soli- 
na tude is, and how far it extendeth, for a Crown is not 
u Company, and Faces are but a Gallery of Pictures, 

and Talk but a tinkling Cymbal, where there is no 
nd Love. The Latin Adage meeteth with a little, Mag- 
to Civitas, magna Solitudo, becauſe in a great Town 
ca Friends are ſcattered, fo that there is not that Fel- 
ae lo wſhip for the moſt part which is in leis Neighbonr- 
thoods. But we may go farther, and affirm moſt truly, 
that is a meer and miſerable Solitude to want Friends, 
dc, without which the World is but a Wilderneſs; and 
even in this Senſe alſo of Solitude, whoſoever in the 
ei Frame of his Nature and Affections is unfit for Friend- 
they , he taketh it of the Beaſt, and not from Huma- 
nit). | 
ue A principal Fruit of Friendſhip is, the. Eaſe and 
tte Diſcharge of the Fulneſs and Swellings of the Heart, 
ver which Paſſions of all Kinds do cauſe and induce. We 
know Diſeaſes of Stoppings and Suffocations are the 
W molt dangerous in the Body, and it-is not much o- 
cherwiſe in Mind; you may take $2724 to open the 

Liver, Steel to open the Spleen, Flour of Sulphur for 

the Lungs, Caſtoreum for the Brain, but no Receipt 
av 0pcneth the Heart, but a true Friend, to whom you 
ten may impart Griefs, Joys, Fears, Hopes, Suſpicions, 
1 ag counſels, and whatſoever lieth upon the Heart to 
oppreſs it, in a kind of civil Shrift or Confeſſion. 

It is a ſtrange thing to obſerve how high a Rate 
great Kings and Monarchs do ſet upon this Fruit of 
Friendſhip whereof we ſpeak, ſo great, as they pur- 
Gal it many times at the i of their own Satc- 
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ty and Greatneſs; for Princes, in regard of the di- 
Fs of their Fortune from that of their Subjects 
and Servants, cannot gather this Fruit, except (to 
make themſelves capable thereof ) they raiſe ſome 


| Perſons to be, as it were, Companions, and almoſt 
Equals to themſelves, which many times ſorteth to 
Inconvenience; the modern Languages give unto 


ſuch Perſons the Name of Favourites or Privadoes, as 
if it were Matter of Grace or Converſation ; but the 
Roman Name attaineth the true Uſe and Cauſe there- 
of, namitig chem Participes Curarum, for it is that 
which tieth the Knot, and we ſee plainly that this 
hath been done, not by weak and paſſionate Princes 
only, but by the wiſeſt and moſt politick that ever 
reigned, who have oftentimes joined to themſelves 
{ome of their Servants, whom both themſelves have 
called Friends, and allowed others likewiſe to call 
them in the {ame manner, uſing the Word which is 


received between private Men. 


L. Slla, when he commanded Rome, raiſed Pom- 
pey (after firnamed the Great) to that Height, that 
Pompey vaunted himſelf for Hla's Over- match; for 
when he had carried the Conſulſhip for a Friend of 


little reſent thereat, and began to ſpeak great, Pom- 
pey turned upon him again, and in effect bad him be 
quiet, for that more Men adored the Sun-rifing than the 
Sun-ſetting. With Julius, Decius Brutus had obtained 
that Intereſt, as he ſet him down in his Teſtament 
for Heir in Remainder after his Nephew ; and this 
was the Man that had Power with him to draw him 
forth to his Death; for when Cæſar would have diſ- 
charged the Senate, in regard of ſome ill Preſages, 
and eſpecially a Dream of Calpurnia, this Man lifted 
him gently by the Arm out of his Chair, telling him, 


he hoped he would not diſmiſs the Senate till his 


Wife had dreamed a better Dream; and it ſeemeth 
his Favour was ſo great, as Antonius in a Letter, 
ö . ur 01 op rnns \offouss ich 
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his againſt the Purſuit of Sa, and that Ha did a 3 
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Which is recited verbatim in one of Cicero's Philip- 
iques, called him Venefica, Witch, as if he had en- 
Wchanted Ceſar. Auguſtus raiſed Agrippa (tho' of mean 
WBirth) to that Heighth, as when he conſulted with 
læcenas about the Marriage of his Daughter Julia, 
ecenas took the Liberty to tell him, That he mnſt 
eber marry his Daughter to Agrippa, or take away his 
Le, there was no third way, he had made him ſo great. 
Wich Tiberius Ceſar, Sejanus had aſcended to that 
eighth, as they Two were termed and reckoned 
Was a Pair of Friends; Tiberius in a Letter to him 


ſaith, Hec pro amicitia noſtra non occultavi; and the 
5 MEwhole Senate dedicated an Altar to Friendſhip, as 
to a Goddeſs, in reſpe& of the great Dearneſs of 
Friendſhip between them Two. The like or more 
vas between Septimius Severus and Plantianus, for 
he forced his Eldeſt Son to marry the Daughter of 


5 Plantianus, and would maintain Plantianus in doing 
Affronts to his Son, and did write alſo in a Letter to 
the Senate theſe Words, I love the Man ſo well, as J 


t ui he may over-love me. Now if theſe Princes had 
been as a Trajan, or a Marcus Aurelius, a Man might 
have thought that this had proceeded of an abun- 
2 dant Goodneſs of Nature; but being Men ſo wile, 


1 of ſuch Strength and Severity of Mind, and ſo ex- 


e tream Lovers of themſelves, as all theſe were, it pro- 
f veth more plainly that they found their own Felici- 


ty (tho' as great as ever happened to mortal Man) 
but as an half Piece, except they might have a Friend 
to make it entire; and yet, which is more, they 
vere Princes that had Wives, Sons, Nephews, and 
: yet all theſe could not ſupply the Comfort of Friend- 
It is not to be forgotten what Commines obſerveth 
of his Maſter Duke Charles the hardy, namely, that 
15 be would communicate his Secrets with none, and 
th leaſt of all thoſe Secrets which troubled him moſt ; 
r, vhereupon he goeth on, and ſaith, that towards his 
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natural Action, and on the other fide weakneth and 


reign for the Underſtandiug, as the firſt is for the 4fe@i- 


xifis and break up in the communicating and dil- 
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latter Time, That Cloſeneſs did impair, and a litth 
periſh his Underſtanding. Surely Commines might have 
made the fame judgment alſo, if it had pleaſed him, 
of his ſecond Maſter Lewis XI. whoſe Cloſeneſs was 
indeed his Tormentor. The Parable of Pyr hagora 
is dark, but true; Cor ne edito, Eat not the Heart, 
Certainly it a Man would give it a hard Phraſe, 
thoſe that want Friends to open themſelves unto arc 
Cannibals of their own Heart. But one thing is 
moſt admirable (wherewith I will conclude this fir 
Fruit of ! which is, that this communica- 
ting of a Man's ſelt to a Friend works two contrary 
Effects, for it redoubleth Joys, and cutteth Gricts 
in Halves; for there is no Man that imparteth his 
Joys to his Friend, but he joyeth the more, and no 
Man that imparteth Griefs to his Friend, but he 
grieveth the leſs; ſo that it is in Truth an Operati- 
on upon a Man's Mind of like virtue, as the Alchy- 
miſts uſe to attribute to their Stone for Man's Body, 
that it worketh all contrary Effects, but ſtill to the 
Good and Benefit of Nature; but yet without 
bringing in the Aid of Alchymiſts, there is a mani- 
feſt Image of this in the ordinary Courſe of Nature; 
for in Bodies Union ſtrengthneth and cheriſheth any 
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dulleth any violent Impreſſion; and even ſo it is of 
Z eee e 
The ſecond Fruit of Friendſhip is healthful and ſore- 


ozs ; for Friendſbip maketh indeed a fair Day in the 
Affections from Storm and Tempeſts, but it maketh 
Day-light in the Underſtanding out of Darkneſs and 
Confuſion of Thoughts; neither is this to be under- 
ſtood only of faithful Counſel which a Man receiveth 
from his Friend; but before you come to that, cer- 
fain it is, that whoſoever hath his Mind fraught with 
many Thoughts, his Wits and Underſtanding do cla- 


by 


CQuring 


: O Friendſhip, A 
W courſing with another; he toſſeth his Thoughts more 

eaſily, he marſhalleth them more orderly, he ſeeth 
how they look when they are turned into Words, 
Finally, he waxeth wiſer than himſelf, and that more 
by an Hours Diſcourſe, than by a Day's Meditation. 

It was well ſaid by Themiſtocles to the King of Perfia, 
That Speech was hike Cloth of Arras opened and put a- 
broad, whereby the Imagery doth appear in Figure; where- 
as in Thoughts they lie but as in Packs; neither is this 
ſecond Fruit of 'Friendſhip, in opening the Under- 
ſtanding, reſtrained only to ſuch Friends as are able 
to give a Man Counſel, (they indeed are beſt) but e- 
ven without that a Man learneth of himſelf, and bring- 
eth his own Thoughts to Light, and whetteth his 
Wits as againſt a Stone, which it {elf cuts not. In a 
word, a Man were better relate himſelt to a Statue or 
Picture, than to ſuffer his Thoughts to paſs in ſmother. 
And now to make this ſecond Fruit of Friendſhip 
compleat, that other Point which lieth open, and fal- 
W 1cth within vulgar Obſervation,which is faithful Coun- 
fel from a Friend. Heraclitus ſaith well in one of his 
= AEnigma's; dry Light is ever the beſt; and certain it is, 
that the Light that a Man receiveth by Counſel from 
another, is drier and purer than that which cometh 
from his own Underſtanding and Judgment, which is 
ever infuſed and drenched in his Aﬀections and Cu- 
ſtoms, ſo as there is as much difference between the 
Counſel that a Friend giveth, and that a Man giveth 
himſelf, as there is between the Counſel of a Friend, 
and of a Flatterer; for there is no {ach Flatterer as 
is a Man's ſelf, and there is no ſuch Remedy againſt 
Flattery of a Man's ſelf, as the liberty of a Friend. 
Counſel is of two forts, the one concerning Manners, 
the other concerning Buſineſs. For the firſt, the beſt 
Preſervative to keep the Mind in Health, is the faith- 
ful Admonition of a Friend. The calling of a Man's 
elf to a ſtrict Account is a Medicine ſometime too 
piercing and corroſive; reading good Books of Me 
q n Fan eee AYY cality 


74 Sir Francis Bacon*s Eſſays, 

rality is a little flat and dead; obſerving our Faults in 
others, is ſometimes unproper for our Caſe; but the 
beſt Receipt (beſt, I ſay) to work, and beſt to take, 
is the Admonition of a Friend. It is a ſtrange thing 
to behold what groſs Errors and extream Abſurdities 
many (eſpecially of the greater ſort) do commit, for 
want of a Friend to tell them of them, to the great 
Damage both of their Fame and Fortune; for, as St. 
James ſaith, they were as Men that look ſometimes into 
a Glaſs, and preſently forget their own Shape and Favour. 
As for Buſineſs, a Man may think if he will, that two 
Eyes ſee no more than one, or that a Gamſter ſeeth 


always more than a Looker on, or that a Man in An- 


ger is as wile as he that hath ſaid over the four and 
twenty Letters, or that a Musket may be ſhot off as 
well upon the Arm, as upon a Reſt, and ſuch other 
fond and high Imaginations, to think himſelf all in all. 
But when all is done, the help of good Counſel is that 
which ſetteth Buſineſs ſtreight, and if any Man think 
that he will take Counſel, bur it ſhall be by pieces, ask- 
ing Counſel in one Buſineſs of one Man, and in another 
Buſineſs of another Man, it is well, (that is to ſay, bet- 
ter perhaps than if he ask'd none at all) but he runeth 
two Dangers, .one that he ſhall not faithfully be coun- 
felled, for it is a rare thing except it be from a per- 
fect and entire Friend, to have Counſel given, but ſuch 
as ſhall be bowed and crooked to ſome Ends, which 
he hath that giveth it; the other, that he ſhall have 
Counſel given, hurtful and unſafe, ( though with good 
Meaning) and mixt, partly of Miſchief, and partly of 


Remedy ; even-as if you would call a Phyfician, that 


is thought good for the cure of the Diſeaſe you com- 
plain of, but is unacquainted with your Body; and 
therefore may put you in a way for preſent Cure, but 
overthroweth your Health in ſome other kind, and 


ſo cure the Diſeaſe, and kill the Patient. But a Friend 


that is wholly acquainted with a Man's Eſtate, will 
beware by furthering any preſent Buſineſs, how ts 
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daſheth upon other Inconvenience, and therefore 
reſts not upon ſcattered Counſels,. for they will ra- 


9 ther diſtract and miſ-lead, than fettle and direct. 


After theſe two noble Fruits of Friendſhip, (Peace 


in the Affections and Support of the Judgment) fol- 


loweth the laſt Fruit which is like the Pomegranate, 
full of many Kernels, I mean aid, and bearing a part 


in all Actions and Occaſions. Here the beſt way to 


repreſent to the Life the manifold uſe of Friendſhip, 
is to caſt and ſee how many things there are, which 
a Man cannot do himſelf, and then it will appear 
that it was a ſparing Speech of the Ancients, to ſay, 
That a Friend is another himſelf ; for that a Friend is 
far more than himſelf. Men have their time, and die 


many times in deſire of ſome Things which they 


principally take to Heart; the beſtowing of a Child, 
the finiſhing of a Work, or the like. If a Men have a 


true Friend, he may reſt almoſt ſecure, that the care 


of thoſe Things wil! continue after him, fo that a 
Man hath as it were two Lives in his Deſires. A 
Man hath a Body, and that Body is confined to a 


Place, but where Friendſhip is, all Offices of Life are 
as it were granted to him and his Deputy, for he may 
exerciſe them by his Friend. How many things are 

there, which a Man cannot, with any Face or Com- 


lineſs, ſay or do himſelf > A Man can ſcarce alledge 
his own Merits with Modeſty, much leſs extol them: 
A Man cannot ſometimes brook to ſupplicate or beg; 
and a Number of the like: but all theſe Things are 
graceful in a Friend's Mouths, which are bluſhing in 
2 Man's own ; ſo again, a Man's Perſon hath many 
proper Relations, which he cannot put off A Man 
cannot ſpeak to his Son but as a Father, to his Wife 
but as a Husband, to his Enemy but upon Terms; 
whereas a Friend may ſpeak as the Caſe requires, and 


not as it ſorteth with the Perſon : But to enumerate 


theſe things were endleſs; I have given the Rule 
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where a Man cannot fitly play his -own part; if he 
hath not a Friend he may quit the Stage. 
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ork XXV III. Of Expence. 


R ICHES are for ſpending; and ſpending for Ho- 
& nour and good Actions; therefore extraordina- 
ty Expence mult be limited by the worth of the Oc- 

py KLaſion; for voluntary Undoing may be as well for a 
= Man's Country, as for the Kingdom of Heaven, but 
| ordinary Expence ought. to be limited by a Man's 
Eſtate, and governed with ſuch regard, as 1t be with- 

in his Compaſs, and not ſubje& to deceit and abuſe 
of Servants, aud ordered to the beſt fhew, that the 
Bills may be leſs than the Eſtimation abroad: Cer- 
tainly if a Man will keep but of even hand, his or- 
dinary Expences ought to be but to the half his Re- 
ceipts, and if he thinks to wax Rich, but to the third 
15 It is no baſeneſs for the greateſt to deſcend and 

| ook into their own Eſtate ; ſome forbear it not upon an 
negligence alone, but doubting to bring themſelves Fe 
into Melancholy, in reſpe& they-ſhall find it broken; I 

but Wounds cannot be cured without ſearching. He 
that cannot look into his own Eſtate at all, had need pr 
both chuſe well thoſe whom he employeth, and change WW ſin 
them oftner, for new are more timerous, and leſs ſub- Wc! 
tle. He that can look into his Eſtate but ſeldom, it WM ra 
behoveth him to turn all to Certainty. A Man had WW an 
need, if he be plentiful in ſome kind of Expence, be 

be as ſaving again in ſome other; as if he be plenti- WM ly, 

ful in Diet, to be ſaving in Apparel; if he be plenti-¶ St. 
ful in the Hall, to be ſaving in the Stable, and th WW = x 
like; for he that is plentiful in Expences of all kinds Wl ce 
will hardly be preſerved from decay. In clearing of m. 
Man's Eſtate, he may as well hurt himſelf in being vi 
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too ſudden, as in letting it run on too long; for ha- 
ſty lung is commonly as diſadvantageous as Intereſt; 
beſides, he that clears at once will relapſe, for find- 
ing himſelf out of ſtreights, he will revert to his 

uſtoms; but he that cleareth by degrees, induceth 
2 Habit of Frugality, and gaineth as well upon his 
Mind as upon his Eſtate: Certainly, who hath a 
State to repair, may not deſpiſe ſmall things; and 
commonly it is leſs diſhonourable to abridge petty 
Charges, than to ſtoop to petty Gettings. A Man 
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- Wought warily to begin Charges, which once begun 
vill continue, but in Matters that return not, he 
t may be more Magnificent. SY. | 

c XXIX. the true Greatneſs of Ringdoms 


aud Eſtates. | 


4 was haughty and arrogant, in taking ſo much 
d to himſelf, had been a grave and wiſe Obſervation 
n WF and Cenſure, applied at large to others; deſired at 2 
Feaſt to touch a Lute, he ſaid, He could not Fiddle, 
at yet be could make a ſmall Town a great City; theſe 
le Words (holpen a little with a Metaphor ) may ex- 
0 WW preſs two differing Abilities in thoſe that deal in Bu- 
ge line(s of State; for if a true Survey be taken of Coun- 
v- WE {cllors and Stateſmen, there may be found (though 
it rarely) thoſe which can make a ſmall State great, 
ad WF and yet cannot fiddle; as on the other ſide, there will 
:0 be found a great many that can fiddle very cunning- 
th, but yet are ſo far from being able to make a ſmall 
1- Wy State: great, as their Gitt lieth the other way, to bring 
he a great and flouriſhing Eſtate to ruin and decay; and 
05 certainly thoſe degenerate Arts and Shifts, whereby 
fag many Counſellors and Governors gain both Favour 
ng ich their Maſters, and Eſtimation with the Vulgar, 
90 502 3 err 5 deſerve 


BE Speech of Themiſtocles the Athenians whiclt 
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Carts and Maps: Bur yet there is not any thing 2. 

mong Civil Affairs more ſubject to Error, than the 

right Valuation, and true Judgment, concerning the 
Power and Forces of an Eſtate. N 
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deſerve no better Name than fidling, being Thing 
rather pleaſing for the time, and graceful to them- 
Felves only, than tending to the Weal and Advance: 
ment to the State which they ſerve : there are alſo i; 


(no doubt) Counſellors and Governors which may 
be held ſufficient (Negatiis pares) able to manage Af. 
fairs, and to keep them from Precipices, and mani- 
feſt Inconveniencies, which nevertheleſs are far from 
the Ability to raiſe and amplify an Eſtate in Power, 
Means, and Fortune; but be the Workmen what they 


may be, let us ſpeak of the Work; that is, the tu 
. Greatneſs of Kingdoms and Eſtatef, and the Mean 
thereof; an Argument fit for Great and Mighty 
Princes to have in their Hand, to the End, that 
neither by over- meaſuring their Forces, they leck Ml 
themſelves in vain Enterpriſes, nor on the other ſide, Wh 
by undervaluing them, they deſcend to fearful and 


- 


puſilanimous Counſels. 


The Greatneſs of an Eſtate in Bulk and Territory; ; 


doth fall under Meaſure, and the Greatneſs of Finati- 
ces and Revenue, doth fall under Computation: 


The Population may appear by Muſters, and tht . 


Number and Greatneſs of Cities and Towns by 


The Kingdom of Heaven is compared not to an 
great Kernel or Nut, but to a Grain of Muſtard-ſeed, 
which 1s one of the leaſt Grains, bur hath in it a Pro- 
perty and Spirit haſtily to get up and ſpread; ſo 
their States great in Territory, and yet not apt to 
enlarge or command, and ſome that have but a ſmall 
Dimenſion of Stem, and yet apt to be the Foundati- 
ons of great Monarchies. 

Walled Towns, ſtored Arſenals, and Armories, 
oodly Races of Horſe, Chariots of War, Elephants 
rdnance, Artillery, and the like; all this * . 


* 7 
. 


f Kingdoms and Eſtates. 79 
beep in a Lyon's Skin, except the Breed and Diſ- 
oſition of the People be ſtout and warlike; nay, 
Number (it ſelf) in Armies importeth not much, 
here the People is of weak Courage; For, (as Vir- 
i ſaith) It never troubles a Wolf, how many the Sheep 
e. The Army of the Perſians, in the Plains of Ar- 
ela, was ſuch a vaſt Sea of People, as it did ſome- 
What aſtoniſh the Commanders in Alexander's Army; 
bo came te him therefore, and wiſhed him to ſet 
pon them by Night, but he anſwered, He would not 
fer the Victory; and the Defeat way eaſy. 

When Tigranes the Armenian; being encamped upon 
Hill with 400000 Men, diſcovered the Army of 
he Romans being not above 14000 marking towards 
im, he made himſelf merry with it, and ſaid, n- 
„Men are too many for an Ambaſſage; and too few for 
i; but before the Sun ſet; he found them enough 
Wo give him the Chaſe with infinite Slaughter. Many 
re the Examples of great odds between Number and 
W ourage; ſo that a Man may truly make a judgment, 
What the principal Point of Greatneſs in any State, is 
Wo have a Race of Military Meh : Neither is Money 
e Sinews of War, (as it is trivially ſaid) where the 
Winews of Men's Arms in baſe and effeminate People 
Wc failing: For Solon ſaid well to Crœſus, (when in 
ſtentation he ſhewed him his Gold) Sir, if any other 
ne that hath better Iron than you, he will be Maſter of 
this Gold. Therefore let any Prince or State think 
Pberly of his Forces, except his Militia of Natives 
e of good and valiant Soldiers; and let Princes on 


ion, know their own Strength, unleſs they be o- 
erwiſe wanting unto themſelves. As for Mercena- 
Forces, (which is the Help in this Caſe) all Exam- 
les ſhew, that whatſoever Eſtate or Prince doth reſt 
Pon them, He may ſpreud his Feathers for à time; but 
vil mew them ſoon after. | | 6 

| The 


e other ſide, that have Subjects of Martial Diſpo- 
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The Bleſſing of Judas and 1ſachar will never meet; 
That the ſame People or Nation ſhould be both the Lion; fl 
IWhelp, and Aſs between Burthens ; neither will it be, ² 
that a People over-laid with Taxes, ſhould ever be- 
come Valiant and Martial. It is true, that Taxes 
levied by Conſent of the State, do abate Man's Cou- 
rage leſs, as it hath been ſeen notably in the Exerci- 
"ſes of the Low Countries, and in ſame degree in the i 
Subſidies of England; for you muſt note, that we 
ſpeak now of the Heart, and not of the Purſe ; ſo that 
altho' the ſame Tribute and Tax, laid by Conſent, or 
by impoſing; be all one to the Purſe, yet it works di- 
verily upon the Courage; ſo that you may conclude, 
That no People over-charged with Tribute, is fit for Empir. i 
Let States that aim at Ereatneſe, take heed how 
their Nobility and Gentlemen do multiply too falt ; tor 
that maketh the common Subject grow to be a Pca-if 
| fant and a baſe Swain, driven out of Heart, and ii 
effect but a Gentleman's Labourer; even as you maj 
ſee in Coppice Woods, F you leave your Stadles ii 
thick, you ſhall never have cleau Underwood, but Shrub 
and Buſhes ; ſo in Countries, if the Gentlemen be too 
many, the Commons will be baſe ; and you will bring 
it to that, that not the hundredth Poll will be fit fo: 
an Helmet, eſpecially as to the Infantry, which is ti 
Nerve of an Army, and ſo there will be great Popul 
lation and little Strength. This which 1 ſpeak oi 
bath been no where better ſeen, than by compari 
of England and France; whereof England, tho fu. 
lels in Territory and Population hath been neverthe 
leſs an Over-match; in regard the Middle People uM 
England make good Soldiers, which the Peaſants d 
France do not; and herein the Device of King Hu 
VIE. (whereof I have ſpoken largely in the Hiſtor) 
his Life) was profound and admirable. in making 
Farms and Houſes of Husbandry, of a Standard; 
that 1s, maintained with ſuch a Proportion of Land 
unto them, as may breed a Subject to live in comp 
nien 


© ra — 


nient Plenty, and no ſervile Condition, and to keep 
the Plough in the Hands of tte Owners, and not mere 
Hirelings. And thus indeed you ſhall attain to Vir- 
eis Character which he gives to Ancient 7taly. 
Terra potens armiſque atque ubere Gleba. 


1 Neither is that State (which for any thing I know, 
"WT is almoſt peculiar to England, and hardly to be found 
? any where elſe, except it be perhaps in Poland) to be 


paſſed over; I mean the State of free Servants and 


a 4:rendants upon Noblemen and Gentlemen, which 
5 are no ways inferiour to the Yeomanry for Arms; 
and therefore, out of all Queſtion, the Splendor and 
„ Magnificence, and great Retinues, and Hoſpitality 
fi of Noblemen and Gentlemen received into Cuſtom, 


doth much conduce unto Martial Greatneſs; where- 
Jas contrariwiſe, the cloſe and reſerved Living of No- 
emen and Gentlemen, cauſeth a Penury of Military 


Forces. | 


of Nebuchadnezzar's Tree of Monarchy, be great e- 


i 10ugh to beat the Branches, and the Boughs; that is, 
mo hat the Natural Subjects of the Crown or State, bear 
foo ſufficient Proportion to the Stranger Subjects that 


hey govern: Therefore all States that are liberal of 
Naturalization towards Strangers are fit for Empire; 


10 Wor to think that an handful of People can with the 
i reateſt Courage and Policy in the World, embrace 
, os large Extent of Dominion, it may hold for a 


Wime; but it will fail ſuddenly. The Spartans were 
nice People in point of Naturalization, whereby; 
While they keep their Compaſs they ſtood firm, but 
when they did ſpread, and there Boughs were be- 
ome too great for their Stem, they became a Wind- 
all upon the ſudden. Never any State was in this 
Point ſo open to receive Strangers into their Body, 


c 1 . 4 
7. is were the Romans, therefore it ſorted with them 
nyt ccordingly, for they grew to the greateſt Monar- 
"a | hy 3 There manner was to grant Naturalization 1 


(which 
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By all Means it is to be procured, that the Trunk 
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82 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſajs. 
(which they called Jus Civitatis) and to grant it in 


the higheſt Degree; that is, not only Jus Commereii, p 
Jus Connubii, Jus Hæreditatis, but alſo Jus Suffragii, Wl 
and Jus Honorum ; and this not to fingular Perſons ? 
alone, but tkewiſe to whole Families; yea, to Cities n 
and ſometimes to Nation. Add to this their Cu- r. 
ſtom of Plantation of Colonies, whereby the Roman 

Plant was removed into the Soil of other Nations, p 
and putting both Conſtitutions together, you will p 
ſay, that it was not the Romans that ſpread upon the tt! 


World, but it was the World that ſpread upon the 
Romans,” and that was the ſure Way of Greatneſs. | 
have marvelled ſometimes at Spain, how they claſp 
and contain ſo large Dominions with ſo few natural 
Spaniards ; but ſure the whole Compaſs of Spain 1s 1 
very great Body of a Tree, far above Rome and Sparta 
at the firſt; and beſides, tho' they have not had that 
Uſage to naturalize liberally, yet they have that which iſ 
is next to it; that is, To employ, almoſt indifferently, al 
Nations in their Militia of ordinary Soldiers ; yea, and 
ſometimes in their Higheſt Commands: Nay, it ſeem- 
eth at this inſtant, they are ſenſible of this Want ot 
Natives, as by the Pragmatical Sanction, now pub- 
liſhed, appearetn. I 
It is certain, that Sedentary and Within-door Art, 
and delicate Manufactures, (that require rather the 
Finger, than the Arm) have in their Nature a Con- 
+ BW) frariety to a Military Diſpoſition; and generally all 
iti Warlike People are a little Idle, and love Danget 
Tl better than Travel; neither muſt they be too much 
broken of it, if they ſhall be preſerved in Vigour W. 
Therefore it was great Advantage in the Ancient for 
States of Sparta, Athens, Rome, and others, that they tai: 
had the uſe of Slaves, which commonly did rid thoſe ſed 
Manufactures; but that is aboliſhed in greateſt part ci 
by the' Chriſtian Law. That which cometh neareſt to 
it, is to leave thoſe Arts chiefly to Strangers (which 
for that Purpoſe are the more eaſily to be received) "7 
el | SOA al 
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and to contain the principal Bulk of the vulgar Na- 
tives within thoſe three Kinds, Tillers of the Ground, 
Free Servants, and Handicrafts Men of ſtrong and 
W manly Arts, as Smiths, Maſons, Carpenters, Cc. not 
reckoning profeſſed Soldiers. | 
But above all, for Empire and Greatneſs it im- 
porteth moſt, that a Nation do profeſs Arms as their 
principal Honour, Study and Occupation; for the 
things which we formerly have ſpoken of, are but 
Habilitations towards Arms, and what is Habilita- 
tion without Intention and Act? Romulus after his 
Death (as they report or feign) ſent a Preſent to the 
WW Romans, that above all they ſnould intend Arms; and 
W then they ſhould prove the greateſt Empire of the 
World. The Fabrick of the State of Sparta was whol- 
Wy (tho' no wiſely) framed and compoſed to that 
cope and End. The Perfians and Macedonians had 
it for a Flaſh. The Gals, Germans, Goths, Saxons, 
W Normans, and others had it for a time. The Turks 
have it at this Day, tho' in great Declination. Of 
W Chriſtian Europe, they that have it are in effect only 
the Spaniards. But it is ſo plain, That every Man 
rofiteth in that he moſt intendeth, that it needeth not 
to be ſtood upon: It is enough to point at it, that 
no Nation which doth not directly profeſs Arms, may 
look to have Greatneſs fall into their Mouths. And 
Jon the other ſide, it is a moſt certain Oracle of Time, 
rhat thoſe States that continue long in that Profeſſion 
las the Romans and Turks principally have done) do 
Wonders, and thoſe that have profeſſed Arms but 
for an Age, have notwithſtanding commonly at- 


e Wea ined that Greatneſs in that Age, which maintain- 
ole Ned them long after, when their Profeſſion and Exer- 
art ciſe of Arms are grown to decay. n 

10 Incident to this Point is, for a State to have thoſe 


ich Laws or Cuſtoms which may reach forth unto them 
ech! juſt Occaſions (as may be pretended) of War; for 
nd here is that Juſtice imprinted in the Nature of Men, 

: 3 that 


' 
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that they enter not upon Wars (whereof ſo many Ca- 
lamities do enſue) but upon ſome, or at leaſt ſpecious 
Grounds and Quarrels. The Turk hath at hand, for 
cauſe of War, the Propagation of his Law or Sec, 4 
Quarrel that he may always command. The Roman; 
though they eſteemed the extending the Limits of 
their Empire to be great Honour to their Generals, 
when it was done, yet they never reſted upon that 
alone to begin a War. Firſt therefore, let Nations 
that pretend to Greatneſs have this, that they be 
ſenſible of Wrongs, either upon Borders, Merchants, 
or Politick Miniſters, and that they fit not too long 
upon a Provocation. Secondly, let them be preſt, 
and ready to give Aids and Succours to their Conte- 
derates, as it ever was with the Romans; infomuch as 
if the Confederate had Leagues defenſive with divers 
other States, and upon Invaſion offered, did implote 
their Aids ſeverally; yet the Romans would ever be 
the foremoſt, and leave it to none other to have the 

Tonour. As for the Wars which were anciently made 
on the Behalf of a kind of Party, or tacit Conformity 
of Eſtate, I do not well ſay, how they may be well 
juſtified ; as when the Romans made a War for the 
Liberty of Gracia, or when the Lacedemonians and Wi co 
Athenians made Wars to ſet up or pull down Democra- Mas 
cies and Oligarchies, or when Wars were made by Fo- th. 
reigners under the Pretence of Juſtice or Protection MM ve: 
to deliver the Subjects of others from Tyranny and us. 
Oppreſſion, and the like. Let it ſuffice, that no E- Wis 
ſtate expect to be Great that is not awake upon an) M. 
juſt Occaſion of arming. n TH Al 

No Body can be healthful without Exerciſe, nc- Weir 
ther Natural Body, nor Politick ; and certainly to i tec 
Kingdom or Eſtate, a juſt and honourable War is ti but 
true Exerciſe. A Civil War indeed is like the Heat 2 
of a Fever, but a Foreign War is like the Heat of 
Exerciſe, and ſerveth to keep the Body in Health; fot 
in a ſlothful Peace both Courages will lemi 
C 

1 
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and Manners corrupt: But howſoever it be for Hap- 
pineſs without all Queſtion, for Greatneſs, it maketh 
to be ſtill for the moſt part in Arms, and the Strength 
W of a veterane Army (though it be 4 chargeable Buſi- 
neſs) always on Foot, is that which commonly gi- 
veth the Law, or at leaſt the Reputation amongſt a 
Neighbouring States, as may well be ſeen in Spain, 
which hath had in one part or other a veterane 
Army, almoſt continually now by the fpace of Six- 
ſcore Years? OY» | . 
Jo be Maſter of the Sea, is an Abridgment of 2 
Monarchy. Cicero writing to Atticus, of Pompey his 
Preparation againſt Cæſar, faith, Conſilium Pompeit pla- 
ue Themiſtocleum eſt ; Putat enim qui Mari potitur, eum 
rerum potiri. And without doubt Pompey had tired 
out Ceſar, if upon vain Confidence he had not left 
chat way. We ſee the great Effects of Battles by Sea. 
The Battle of Actium decided the Empire of the 
World. The Battle of Lepanto arreſted the Great- 
W nels of the Turk. There be may Examples where 
Sea Fights have been final to the War; but this is 
when Princes or States have ſet up their Reſt upon 
the Battles; but thus much is certain, that he that 
commands the Sea is at great Liberty, and may take 
Jas much, and as little of the War as he will, whereas 
E thoſe that be ſtrongeſt by Land are many times ne- 
vertheleſs in great Streights. Surely at this Day with 
us of Europe, the Vantage of Strength at Sea (which 
is one of the principal Dowries of this Kingdom of 
Great Britain) is great; both becauſe moſt of the 
Kingdoms of Europe are not merely In- land, but 
girt with the Sea, moſt part of their Compals; and 
becauſe the Wealth of both Indies ſeem in great part 
but an Acceſſary to the Command of the Sea. 
The Wars of Latter Ages ſeem to be made in the 
Dark, in reſpect of the Glory and Honour which 
reflected upon Men from the Wars in Ancient Time. 
There be now for Martial Encouragement ſome 
„ Degrees 


> 
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Degrees and Orders of Chivalry, which neverthe- 
leſs are conferred promiſcuouſly upon Soldiers, and 
no Soldiers; and ſome Remembrance perhaps upon 
the Scutcheon, and ſome Hoſpitals for maimed 
Soldiers, and ſuch like Things: But in ancient Times 
the Trophies erected upon = Place of the Victory, 
the Funeral Laudatives and Monuments for thoſe 
that died in the Wars, the Crowns and Garlands 
erſonal, the Style of Emperor, which the great 
= King of the World after borrowed, the Triumphs 
of the Generals upon their Return, the great Do- 
natives and Largeſſes upon the disbanding of the 
Armies, were Things able to enflame all Men's 
Courages. But above all, that of the Triumph a- 
mongſt the Romans, was not Pageant or Gawdry, but 
one of the wiſeſt and nobleſt Inſtitutions that ever 
was, for it contained three Things, Honour to the 
General, Riches to the Treaſury out of the Spoil, 
and Donatives to the Army : But that Honour per- 
haps were not fit for Monarchies, except it be in the 
Perſon of the Monarch himſelf, or his Sons, as it 
came to paſs in the Times of the Roman Emperors, 
who did impropriate the actual Triumphs to them- 
ſelves and their Sons, for ſuch Wars as they did at- 
chieve in Perion, and left only for Wars atchieved by 
Subjects, ſome Triumphal Garments and Enſigns to 
the General. a 3 
To conclude, no Man can, by Care taking (as the 
Scripture ſaith) add a Cubit to his Stature, in this 
little Model of a Man's Body, but in the great 
Frame of Kingdoms and Common Wealths, it is 
in the Power of Princes or Eſtates to add Am- 
plitude and Greatneſs to their Kingdoms; for by 
introducing ſuch Ordinances, Conſtitutions, and 
Cuſtoms, as we have now touched, they may ſow 
Greatneſs to their Poſterity and Succeſſion. But 
theſe Things are commonly not obſerved, but left 
CO TAKE FR. Change i if 1 


XXX. Of Regiment of Health. 


: Here is a Wiſdom in this beyond the Rules of 
= Phyſick, a Man's own Obſervation, what, he 
finds Good of, and what he finds Hurt of, is the beſt 
W Phyſick to preſerye Health; but it is a ſafer Conclu- 
don to ſay, This agreeth not well with me, therefore 1 
uill not continue it, than this, I find no Offence of this, 
therefore I may uſe it; for Strength of Nature in Youth 
paſſeth over many Exceſſes which: are owing by a 
Man till his Age. Diſcern of the coming on of Years, 
and think not to do the ſame. things till, for Age 
vill not be defied.” Beware of ſudden Change in any 
great Point of Diet, and if Neceſſity enforce it, fit the 
Wreſt to it, for it is a Secret both in Nature and State, 
that it is ſafer to change many things than ane. Exa- 
mine thy Cuſtoms of Diet, Sleep, Exerciſe, Apparel, 
Wand the like, and try in any thing thou ſhalt judge 


ic hurtful, to diſcontinue it by little and little, but fo, 
it Nas if thou doſt find any Inconvenience by the Change, 
„chou come back to it again, for it is hard to diſtin- 
1- auiſh that which is generally held good and whol- 


tome from that which 1s good particularly, and fit 
for a Man's own Body. To be free- minded and chear- 
fully diſpoſed at Hours of Meat, and of Sleep, and of 
Exerciſe, is one of the beſt Precepts for long Life. As 

for the Paſſions and Studies of the Mind, avoid En- 


115 vy, anxious Fears, Anger fretting inwards, ſubtil and 
at notty Inquiſitions, Joys and Exhilirations in Exceſs, 
is adneſs not communicated, entertain Hopes, Mirth 
n- rather than Joy, Variety of Delights rather than Sur- 
by eit of them, Wonder and Admiration, and therefore 
nd Novelties, Studies that fill the Mind with ſplendid 


and illuſtrious Objects, as Hiſtories, Fables, and Con- 
emplations of Nature. If you fly Phyſick in Health 
&'together, it will be too ſtrange for your Body when 
Pou ſhall need it, if you make it too familiar, it 5. | 
3 LE we BB ed cat 4+ We V cM work 
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work no extraordinary Effect when Sickneſs cometh 
I commend rather ſome Diet for.certain Seaſons than 
frequent Uſe of Phyſick, except it be grown into a 
Cuſtom, for thoſe Diets alter the Body more, and 
trouble it lefs. Deſpiſe no new Accident in your Bo- 
dy, but ask Opinion of it. In Sickneſs reſpe& Health 
principally, and in Health Action, for thoſe that put 
their Bodies to endure in Healths, may in moft Sick- 
nefles, which are not very ſharp, be cured only with 
Diet and Tending. Celſus could never have ſpoken 
it as a Phyſician, had he not been a wiſe Man witha|, 
when he giveth it for one of the great Precepts of 
Health and Laſting, that a Man do vary and inter- 
change Contraries, but with an Inclination to the 
more benign Extream. Uſe Faſting and full Eating, 
bur rather full Eating, Watching and Sleep, but ra- 
ther Sleep, Sitting and Exerciſe, but rather Exerciſe, 
and the like, fo ſhall Nature be cheriſhed, and yet 
taught Myſteries. ' Phyſicians are ſome of them {6 
pleaſing and conformable to the Humour of the Pa- 
tient, as they preſs not the true Cure of rhe Diſeaſe, 
and ſome other are ſo regular in proceeding accord- 
ing to Art for the Diſeaſe, as they reſpect not ſuffici- 
ently the Condition of the Patient; take one of: 
middle Temper, or if it may not be found in one 
Man, combine Two of either ſort, and forget not to 
call as well the beſt acquainted with your Body az 
the beſt reputed of for his Faculty. | 


Wt Ak... Suſpicion. 
Qui picions amongſt Thoughts are like Bats amongl 
LI Birds, they ever fly by Twilight, certainly they 
are to be oY or at leaſt well guarded, for they 


cloud the Mind, they leeſe Friends, that they check 
with Buſineſs, whereby Buſineſs cannot go on cur- 


** 
3 


ant and conſtancly, they diſpoſe Kings to Tyranny 


Hus: 


may 8 . e r 
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Husbands to Jealouſy, wiſe Men to Irreſolution and 


; Melancholy, they are Defects, not in the Heart, but 


in the Brain, for they take place in the ſtouteſt Na- 
cures; as in the Example of Heury VII. of England, 
there was not a more ſuſpicious Man, nor a more ſtout, 


and in ſuch a Compoſition they do {mall Hurt, for 


commonly they are not admitted, but with Exami- 
nation whether they be likely or no; but in fearful 


W Natures they gain Ground too faſt. There is nothing 


makes a Man ſuſpe&# much, more than to know little, 
and therefore Men ſhould remally Suſpicion by procu- 

ring to know more, and-nor to keep their Suſpicious 
in — What would Men have? Do they think 


thoſe they employ and deal with are Saints? Do they 


not think they will have their own Ends, and be truer 


to themſelves than t@ them? Therefore there is no 


better Way to moderate Suſpicions, than to account 
upon ſuch Suſpicions as true, and yet to bridle them 


as falſe ; for ſo far a Man ought to make uſe of Suſpi- 


cions, as to provide, as if that ſhould be true that he 
ſuſpects, yet it may do him no Hurt. Suſpicions that 
the Mind of it ſelf gathers are but Buzzes, but Suſpi- 
cions that are artificially nouriſhed, and put into Men's 
Heads by the Tales and Whiſpering pf others, have 
Stings. Certainly the beſt Means to clear the Way in 
this ſame Wood of Suſpicions, is frankly to communi- 
cate them with the Party that he /uſpefs, for thereby 


Ihe ſhall be ſure to know more of the Truth of them 


than he did before, and withal ſhall make that Party 
more circumſpect not to give further Cauſe of Suſpi- 
cion; but this would not be done to Men of baſe 
Natures, for they, if they find themſelves once ſuſ- 
pected, will never be true. The Italians ſay, Soſpetto 
licentia fede, as if Suſpicion did give a Paſport to Faith, 
but it ought rather to kindle it to diſcharge it ſelf. | 
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XII. f Diſco gh 


Ome in their Diſcourſe deſire rather Commenda- 

tion of Wit, in being able to hold all Arguments, 
than of Judgment, in diſcerning what is true; as if 
it were a Praiſe to know what might be ſaid, and not 
what ſhould be thought. Some haye certain common 
Places and Themes, wherein they are good, and want 
Variety, which Kind of Poverty is for the moſt part 
tedious, and when it is once perceived, ridiculous 
The honourableſt Part of Talk is, to give the Occa- 
fion, again to moderate, and paſs to ſomewhat elſe, 
for then a Man leads the Dance, It is good in Di/- 
courſe and Speech of Converſation to vary and inter- 
mingle Speech of the preſent Occaſion with Argu— 
ments, Tales with Reaſons, asking of Queſtions with 
telling of Opinions, and Jeft with Earneſt ; for it is 
a dull thing to tire, and, as we ſay now, to jade any 
thing too far. As for Jeſt,' there be certain things 
which ought to be privileged from it, namely, Reli- 
gion, Matters of State, Great Perſons, any Man's 
preſent Buſineſs of Importance, and any Caſe that 
deſerveth Pity; yet there be ſome that think theit 
Wits have been afleep except they dart out ſome- 
what that is piquant, and to the quick; that is 4 
Vein which ſhould be bridled. e 


Parce, Puer, ſtimulis, & fortius utere lors. 


And generally Men ought to find the Difference 
between Saltneſs and Bitterneſs. Certainly he that 
hath a ſatyrical Vein, as he maketh others afraid of 
his Wit, ſo he had need be afraid of others Memory: 
He that queſt ioneth much ſhall learn much, and con- 
tent much, but eſpecially if he apply his Queſtions 
to the Skill of the Perſons whom he asketh, for he 
ſhall give them occaſion to pleaſe themſelves in ſpeak- 
ing, and himſelf ſhall continually gather Hotel 
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but let his Queſtions not be troubleſome, for that is 
fit for a Poſer, and let him be ſure to leave other Men 
their Turns to ſpeak; nay, if there be any that would 
reign, and take up all the Time, let him find means 
to take them off, and to bring others on, as Muſici- 
ans uſe to do with thoſe that dance too long Galli- 
ards. If you difſemble ſometimes your Knowledge 
of that you are thought to know, you ſhall be thought 
another time to know that you know not. Speech 
of a Man's {elf ought to be ſeldom, and well choſen. 
l knew one was: wont to ſay in Scorn, He muſt needs 
be a wiſe Man he ſpeaks ſo much of himſelf. And there 
is but one Caſe wherein a Man may commend him- 
ſelf with good Grace, and that is, in commending 
virtue in another, eſpecially if it be ſuch a Virtue 
whereunto himſelf pretendeth. Speech of Touch to- 
wards others ſhould be ſparingly uſed, for Diſcourſe 
W ought to be as a Field, without coming home to any 

Man. I knew Two Noblemen of the Weſt Part of 
England, whereof the one was given to ſcoff, but 
kept ever Royal Cheer in his Houſe; the other would 
ask of thoſe that had been at the other's Table, Tel 
truly, was there never u Flout or dry Blew given? To 
which the Gueſt would anſwer, Such end ſuch a thing 
paſſed; the Lord would ſay, I thought he would mar a 

good Dinner. Diſcretion of Speech is more than Elo- 
quence, and to ſpeak agreeably to him with whom 
we deal, is more than to ſpeak in good Words, and 
in good Order. A good continued Speech without 
a good Speech of Interlocution, ſhews Slowneſs, and 
a good Reply or ſecond Speech without a good ſet- 
tled Speech, ſheweth: Shallowneſs and Weakneſs; as 
we ſee in Beaſts, that thoſe that are weakeſt in the 
Courſe are yet nimbleſt in the Turn, as it is betwixt 
the Greyhound and the Hare; to uſe too many Cir- 
cumſtances e er one come to the Matter is weari- 


* 


ſome, to uſe none at all is blunt) 
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XXIII. | Of Plantdtions: 


FJLavrtations are amongſt ancient, primitive, and 
KL bheroical Works; when the World was young it 
begat more Children, but now it is old it begets few. 
er, for I may juſtly account new Plantations to be the 
Children of former Kingdoms. I like a Plantation in 
a pure Soil, that is, where People are not diſplanted, 
to the end to plant others, for elſe it is rather an Ex- 
tirpation than a Plantation. Planting of Countries is 
like planting of Woods, for you muſt make account 
to loſe almoſt 20 Years Profit, and expect your Re- 
compence in the end; for the principal thing that 
hath been' the Deſtruction of moſt Plantations, hath 

en the baſe and haſty drawing of Profit in the fir 
Tears; it is true ſpeedy Profit is not to be negleRed, 
as far as may ſtand with the Good of the Plantation, 
but no further. It is a ſhameful and unbleſſed thing to 
take the Scum of People, and wicked condemned Men, 
to be the People with whom you plant, and not on) 
ſo, but it ſpoileth the Plantation, for they will ever 
live like Rogues, and not fall to work, but be lazy, 
and do Miſchief, and ſpend Victuals, and be quickly 
weary, and then certify over to their Country to the 
Diſcredit of the Plantation. The People wherewith 
you plant ought to be Gardeners, Plow-men, La- 
bourers, Smiths, Carpenters , Joyners, Fiſhermen, 
Fowlers, with ſome 'few Apothecaries, Surgeons, 
Cooks, and Bakers. In a Country of Plantation firli 
look about what Kind of Victual the Country yields 
of it ſelf to hand, as Cheſnuts, Walnuts, Pine Ap- 
ples, Olives, Dares, Plumbs, Cherries, wild Honey; 
and the like, and make uſe of them. Then conſidei 
what Victual or eſculent things there are which gro 
ſpeedily and within the Year, as Parſnips, Carrots 
Turnips, Onions, Radiſh, Artichoaks of Jeruſalen, 
Maiz, and the like; for Wheat, Barley, and Oats 


$5 =, 9 A 4 bg mp en © hy 2 $5 9 


Lon 


— — 9 © 1:40. AA - - 


2 


— 


they 


0 Plantations. 92. 
they ask too much Labour; but with Peaſe and Bea 

oa may begin, both becauſe they ask leſs Labour, 

and becauſe they ſerve for Meat as well as for Bread; 

and of Rice likewiſe there cometh great Encreaſe, 

and it is a Kind of Meat; above all there ought to 

be brought Store of Bisket, Oatmeal Flour, Meal, and 


£ 


the like, in the beginning, till Bread may be had; for 
n Beaſts and Birds, take chiefly ſuch as are leaſt ſubject 
so Diſcaſes, and multiply faſteſt, as Swine, Goats, 
„Cocks, Hens, Turkeys, Geeſe, Houſe Doves, and 
de like. The Victual in Plantations ought to be ex- 
m pended almoſt as in a beſieged Town, that is, with 
-a certain Allowance, and let the main Part of the 
+ Cround employed to Gardens or Corn, be to a com- 
mon Stock, and to be laid in and ſtored up, and then 
delivered out in Proportion, beſides ſome Spots of 


Ground that any particular Perſon will manure for 
his own private Uſe. Conſider likewiſe what Com- 
0 WJ modities the Soil where the Plantation is doth natu- 
en. rally yield, that they may ſome way help to defray the 
Charge of the Plantation, ſo it be not, as was (aid, to 
ver che untimely Prejudice of the main Buſineſs, as it hath 
m fared with Tobacco in Virginia. Wood commonly 
ky WY boundeth but too much, and therefore Timber is fit 
the to be one. If there be Iron Ore, and Streams where- 
upon to ſet the Mills, Iron is a brave Commodity 
where Wood aboundeth. Making of Bay Salt, if the 
Climate be proper for it, would be put in Experience. 
Growing Silk like wiſe, if any be, is a likely Commodi- 
ty. Pitch and Tar, where Store of Firs and Pines are, 
vl not fail. So Drugs and ſweet Woods, where they 
are, cannot but yield great Profit; Soap Aſhes like- 
wiſe, and other things that may be thought of; but 
moil not too much under Ground, for the Hope of 
Mines is very uncertain, and uſeth to make the Plan- 
1 An other things. For Government, let it be 
in the Hands of one aſſiſted with ſome Counſel, and 
let them have Commiſſion to exerciſe Martial A 
Alt 5 1 


9% Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays: 
with ſome Limitation; and above all, let Men mike 
that Profit of being in the Wilderneſs, as they hay: 
God always and his Service before their Eyes. Let 
not the Government of the Plantation depend upon 
too many Counſellors and Undertakers in the Coun- 
try that planteth, but upon a tempetate Number, and 
let thoſe be rather Noblemen and Gentlemen than 
| Merchants, for they look ever to the preſent Gain, 
Let there be Freedoms from Cuſtom till the Plantati- 
on be of Strength, and not only Freedom from Cu- 
ſtom, but Freedom to carry their Commodities where 
they may make the beſt of them, except there be ſome 
ſpecial Cauſe of Caution. Cram not in People by 
ſending too faſt Company after Company, but rather 
hearken how they waſte, and ſend Supplies proporti- 
onably, but ſo as the Number may live well in the 
Plantation, and not by Surcharge be in Penury. It 
hath been a great endangering to the Health of ſome 
Plantations that they have built along the Sea and 
Rivers in-marſhy and unwholſome Grounds; therc- 
fore tho you begin there to avoid Carriage, and 
other like Diſcommodities, yet build ſtill rather up- 
wards from the Streams than along. It concerneth 
likewiſe the Health of the Plantation that they have 
3 good Store of Salt with them, that they may uſe it 
in their Victuals when it ſhall be neceſſary. If you 
plant where Savages are, do not only entertain them 
with Trifles and Gingles, but uſe them juſtly and 
graciouſly, with ſufficient Guard nevertheleſs, and do 
not win their Favour by helping them to invade their 
Enemies, but for their Defence it is not amiſs; and 
fend oft of them over to the Country that plant, that 
they may ſee a better Condition than their own, and 
commend it when they return. When the Plantation 
grows to Strength, then it is time to plant with Wo- 
men as well as with Men, that the Plantation may 
ſpread into Generations,and not be ever pieced from 
without. It is the ſinfulleſt thing in the 2 4 
a Orla 


1 Of Riches. 1 95 
ſbrlake or deſtitute a Plantation once in Forward- 
neſs, for beſides the Diſhonour, it is Guiltineſs of 
Blood of many commiſerable Perſons. 
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XXXIV. Of RIC HES. 


Cannot call Riches better than the Baggage of 

i Virtue; the Roman Word is better, impedimenta, 
for as the Baggage is to an Army, ſo is Riches to 
Virtue, it cannot be ſpared, nor left behind, but it 
Whindreth the Match, yea, and the Care of it ſome- 
times loſeth or diſtutbeth the Victory. Of great 
Kiches there is no real Uſe, except it be in the Di- 
ſtribution, the reſt is but Conceit; ſo ſaith Solomon, 
Where much is there are many to conſume it, and what 
bath the Owner but the Sight of it with his Eyes? The 
Perſonal Fruition in any Man cannot reach to feel 
great Riches, there is a Cuſtody of them, or a Power 
Jof Dole and Donative of them, or a Fame of them, 
but no ſolid Uſe to the Owner. Do you not fee what 
feigned Prices are ſet upon little Stones and Rarities? 
And what Works of Oſtentation are undertaken, be- 

cauſe there might ſeem to be ſome Uſe of great Ri- 
ches? But then you will ſay, they may be of Uſe to 
buy Men out of Dangers or Troubles: As Solomon 
aith, Riches are a ſtrong Hold in the Imagination of th 
ich Man; but this is excellently expreſſed, that it is 
in Imagination, and not always in Fact, for certain- 
ly great Riches have ſold more Men than they have 
bought out. Seek not proud Riches, but ſuch as thou 
mayſt get juſtly, uſe ſoberly, diſtribute chearfully , 
End leave contentedly; yet have no Abſtract nor 
rlarly Contempt of them, but diſtinguiſh, as Cicero 
Paith well of Rabirius Poſthumis, In ſtudio rei amplifi- 
candæ apparebat, non avaritia predam, ſed inſtrumen- 
um bonitatis quæri. Hearken alſo to Solomon, and be- 
Ware of haſty gathering of Riches, Qui feſtinat ad 
- divitias 
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divitias non erit inſous. The Poets feign, that when 
Plutis (which is Riches) is ſent from Jupiter, he Iimps 
and goes ſlowly, but when he is ſent from Pluto, he 
runs, and is ſwift of Foot, meaning, that Riches got- 
ten by good Means and juſt Labour pace ſſowly, but 
when they come by the Death of others (as by the 
Courſe of Inheritance, Teſtaments, and the like) they 
- Come tumbling upon a Man; but it might be appli- 
ed likewiſe to Pluto, taking him for the Devil, for 


when Riches come from the Devil (as by Fraud, and A 
Oppreſſion, and unjuſt Means) they come upon Speed. yet 


The Ways to enrich are many, and moſt of them foul, Meri 
Parſimony is one of the beſt, and yet is not innocent, 
for it with-holdeth Men from Works of Libcrality 
and Charity. The Improvement of the Ground h time 
the moſt natural obtaining of Riches, for it is our vit! 
great Mother's Bleſſing, the Earth's, but it is ſlow; ir a 
and yet where the Men of great Wealth do ſtoop to M1, 3. 

Husbandry, it multiplieth Riches exceedingly. I ku 
a Nobleman of England that had the greateſt Audits 
of any Man in my Time, a great Graſier, a great 
Sheep Mafter, a great Timber Man, a great Collien 
a great Corn Maſter, a great Lead Man, and ſo o 
Tron, and a Number of the like Points of Husbandr, 
ſo as the Earth ſeemed a Sea to him in reſpect of th; 
perpetual Importation. It was truly obſerved by one 
that himſelf came very hardly to a little Riches, and 
very eaſily to great Riches; for when a Man's Stoci 
is come to that, that he can expect the Prime of Mar 
kets, and overcome thoſe Bargains, which for the 
Greatneſs are few Men's Money, and be Partner 1 
the Induſtries of younger Men, he cannot but crea} 
mainly. The Gains of ordinary Trades and Vocatt 
ons are honeſt, and furthered by two things, chieff 
by Diligence and by a good Name, for good and fat 


Dealing. But the Gains of Bargains are of a motgnuch 
doubtful nature, when Men ſhall wait upon other viſe 1 
hen! 


Neceſlity, broke by Servants and Inſtruments to 15. 
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them on, put of others cunningly that would be bet- 
ter Chapmen, and the like Practices which are cratty 
and naught. As for the chopping of Bargains, when 
2 Man buys not to hold, but to ſell over again, that 
commonly grindeth double both upon the Seller and 
upon the Buyer. Sharings do greatly enrich, if the 
Hands be well choſen that are truſted. Uſury is the 
certaineſt Means of Gain, tho' one of the worſt, as 
that whereby a Man doth cat his Bread in hoe vu 
tn alieni, and beſides doth plow upon Sundays; but 
yet, certain tho it be, it hath Flaws, for that the 
Scriveners and Brokers do value unſound Men to 
ſerve their own Turn. The Fortune in being the firſt 
in an Invention or in a Privilege, doth cauſe ſome- 

times a wonderful over Growth in Riches, as it was 

with the firſt Sugar Man in the Canaries; therefore 
if a Man can play the true Logician, to have as well 

Judgment as Invention, he may do great Matters, 

eſpecially if the Times be fit. He that reſteth upon 

Gains certain ſhall hardly grow to great Riches, and 

he that puts all upon Adventures, doth oftentimes 

break, and come to Poverty; it is good therefore to 
guard Adventures with Certainties that may uphold 

Loſſes. Monopolies and Coemption of Wares for 

Reſale, where they are not reſtrained, are great means 

to enrich, eſpecially if the Party have Intelligence 

what things are like to come into requeſt, and to 
ſtore himſelf beforehand, Riches gotten by Service, 
tho it be of the beſt Riſe, yet when they art᷑ gotten 
by Flattery, feeding Humours,and other ſervile Con- 
litions, they may be placed amoneſt the worſt. As for 
iſhing for Teſtaments and Executorſhips (as 7 ucitzrs 
laith of Seneca, Teſtamenta & orbos tanquum id gin? 
apt) it is yet worſe, by how much Men ſubmit them- 
elyes to meaner Perſons than in Service. Believe not 
much them that ſcem to deſpiſe Riches, for thuy de- 
piſe them that deſpair of them, and none worſe 
yhen they come to them. Be not Penny-wiſe, Riches 
H' 2 have 
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| have Wings, and ſometimes they fly away of them: 


ſper beſt in both. A great State left to an Heir, is as 


1 Mean not to ſpeak of Divine Propheſies, nor of 


ry, and from hidden Cauſes. Saith the Pythoniſſa to 


A Propheſy, as it ſeems, of the Roman Empire. &. 
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ſelves, ſometimes they muſt be ſet flying to bring in 
more. Men leave their Riches either to their Kin. 
dred or to the Publick, and moderate Portions pro- 


a Lure to all the Birds of Prey round about to ſeize 
on him, if he be not the better eſtabliſhed in Years 
and Judgment. Likewiſe glorious Gifts and Founda- 
tions are like Sacrifices without Salt, and but the 
painted Sepulchres of Alms, which ſoon will putrify 
and corrupt inwardly ; therefore meaſure not thine 
Advancements by Quantity, but frame them by Mes- 
ſure, and defer not Charities till Death, for certainly 
if a Man weigh it rightly, he that doth ſo, is rather 
liberal of another Man's than of his own. 


— — 1 - 


XXXV. Of Propheſies. 


Heathen Oracles, nor of natural Predi&ions, but 
only of Propheſies that have been of certain Memo- 


Saul, To Morrow thou and thy Son ſhall be with me. 
Homer hath theſe Verſes. _ 


At domus FEnea cunctis dominabitur oris. 
Et nati natorum, & qui naſcentur ab illis. 


neca the Tragedian hath theſe Verſes. 


——Verent Annis 18 
Secula ſeris, quibus Oceanus 

Vincula rerum laxet, & ingens 
Pateat Tellus, Tiphyſque novos 
Detegat orbes ; nec fic terris 

Ultima Thule: 


\ 


Of Prophectes. | = 
A Propheſy of the Diſcovery of America. The 
Daughter of Polycrates dreamed that Jupiter bathed 
her Father, and Apollo anointed him, and it came to 
paſs that he was crucified in an open Place, where 
the Sun made his Body run with Sweat, and the Rain 

waſhed it. Philip of Macedon dreamed he ſealed up 
his Wife's Belly, whereby he did expound it that his 
Wife ſhould be barren ; but Ariſtander the Soothſayer 
told him his Wife was with Child, becauſe Men do 
not uſe to ſeal Veſſels that are empty. A Phantaſm 
that appeared to M. Brutus in his Tent, ſaid to him, 
Philippis iterum me videbis. Tiberius ſaid to Galba, Tu 
quoque, Galba, deguſtabis Imperium. In Veſpaſian's 
Time there went a Prophecy in the Eaſt, that thoſe 
that ſhould come forth of Judea ſhould reign over the 
World, which tho' it may be was meant of our Savi- 
our, yet Tacitus expounds it of Veſpaſian. Domi:iau 
dreamed the Night before he was ſlain that a golden 
Head was growing out of the Nape of his Neck, and 
indeed the Succeſſion that followed him for many 
Years made golden Times. Henry VI. of England {aid 
of Henry VII. when he was a Lad, and gave him Wa- 
ter, This is the Lad that ſhall enjoy the Crown for which 
we ſtrive, When I was in France I heard from one 
Doctor Pena, that the Queen Mother, who was gi- 
ven to Curious Arts, cauſed the King her Husband's 
Nativity to be calcul- 4 under a falſe Name, and 
the Aſtrologer gave a Judgment that he ſhould be 
killd in a Duel, at which the Queen laugh'd, think- 
ing her Husband to be above Challenges and Duels, 
but he was ſlain upon a Courſe at Tilt, the Splinters 
of the Staff of Mongomery going in at his Bever. The 
trivial Prophecy that I heard when I was a Child, 
and Queen Elizabeth was in the Flower of her Years, 
Was, 
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al 

ih. 27 . mp is ſpun 

Englands done. 

| lis 
y it was generally conceived, that aſter the 12 
ces A reigned which had the principal Letters La 
of that Word Hemp (which were Henry, Edward, the 
My, Philip, and Elizabeth) England ſhould come Wil +1;; 
to utter Confuſion , which (Thanks be to God) is ver 
verified in the Change of the Name, for that the of 
King's Stile is no more of England, but of Britain, or 
There was alſo another Prophecy before the Lea int 
88, which I do not well underſtand. vet 
s whi 
There ſhall be feen upon a Day, ; Vet 
Between the Baugh and the May, tior 
The Black Feet of Norway. yon 
Ihen that is come and gene, ved 
England build Houſes of Lime and Stone, diti 
| For Fer Wars un you have none. | encc 
and 


It was generally conceived to be meant of the Sof t. 
2iſþ Fleet that came in 88, for that the King of Spain's poſt 
Sirname, as they ſay, is 12 110 The Prediction ¶ trire 
of Keg io mont anus, 7¹ | 


Octogeſimus octauus mirabilis annus, 


was thought likewiſe accompliſhed in the leg of 
that great Fleet, being the greateſt in Strength, tho 
not in Number, that ever ſwam upon the Sea. As fo! 
Cleon's Dream, I think it was a Jeſt, it was, that be 
was deyoured of a long Dragon, and it was expounc 
ed of a Maker of Sauſages that troubled him EXCecd 
ingly. There are. Numbers of the like Kind, eſpect 
ally if you include Dreams and Predictions of Aſtro- 
logy, but I have ſet down theſe few only of cerial 
Credit for Example, my Judgment 1 is, that they 0ug! 
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all to be deſpiſed, and ought to ſerve but for Winter 
| Talk by the Fire fide, tho' when I ſay deſpiſed, I mean 
it as for Belief, for otherwiſe the ſpreading or pub- 
liſning of them is in no ſort to be deſpiſed, for they 
have done much Miſchief, and I ſee many ſevere 
Laws made to ſuppreſs them; that that hath given 
them Grace, and ſome Credit, conſiſteth in three 
things; firſt, that Men mark when they hit, and ne- 
ver mark when they miſs, as they do generally alſo 
of Dreams; the ſecond is, that probable Conjectures 
or obſcure Traditions many times turn themſelves 
into Propheſies, while the Nature of Man, which co- 
veteth Divination, thinks it no Peril to foretel thar 
which indeed they do but collect, as that of Seneca's 
Verſe, for ſo much was then ſubject to Demonſtra- 
tion, that the Globe of the Earth had great Parts be- 
yond the Atlanticł, which might be probably Eoncei- 
ved not to be all Sea, and adding thereto the Tra- 
dition in Plato's Timæus and his Atlantic, it might 
encourage one to turn it to a Prediction. The third 
and laſt (which is the great one) is, that almoſt all 
of them, being infinite in Number, have been Im- 
poſtures, and by idle and crafty Brains merely con- 
trived and feigned after the Event paſt. 


em, 


XXXVI. Of Ambition, 


Mbition is like Choler, which is an Humour 
that maketh Men active, earneſt, full of Alacri- 

ty, and ſtirring, if it be not ſtopt, but if it be ſtopt, 
and cannot have its way, it becometh aduſt, and 
thereby malign and venomous; ſo ambitions Men, 
if they find the Way open for their Riſing, and {till 
get forward, they are rather buſy. than dangerous; 
but if they be check'd in their Deſires, they become 
ſeeretly diſcontent, and look upon Men and Matters 
| H 4 With 
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that Ballaſt the Ship will roul too much; at the leaſt 
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with an evil Eye, and are beſt pleaſed when thingy 
go backward, which is the worſt Property in a Ser- 
vant of a Prince or State; therefore it is good for 
Princes, if they uſe ambitious Men, to handle it ſo as 
they be ſtil progreſſive, and not retrograde, which, 
becauic it cannot be without Inconveniĩence, it is good 
not to uſe ſuch Natures at all, for if they riſe not with 
their Service, they will take order to make the ir Ser- 
vice fall with them. But ſince we have ſaid it were 
good not to uſe Men of ambitious Natures, except it 
be upon Neceſſity, it is fit we ſpeak in what Caſes 
they are of Neceſſity. Good Commanders in the Wars 
mult be taken be they never ſo ambitious, for the Uſe 
of their Service diſpenſeth with the reſt, and to take 
a Soldier without Ambition, is to pull off his Spurs; 
there is alſo great uſe of ambitious Men in being Skreens 
to Printes in Matters of Danger and Envy, for no Magoo 
will take that Part, except he be like a ſeal'd Dove, that {Wonly 
mounts and mounts becauſe he cannot ſee about him; Wiwho 
there is uſe alſo of ambitious Men in pulling down the Van 
Greatneſs of any Subject that overtops, as Tiberius uſed {Wand 
Macro in pulling down of Sejanus; fince therefore they Fort 
muſt be uſed in ſuch Caſes, there reſteth to ſpeak how he 
they are to be bridled,that they may be leſs dangerous; ¶ that 
there is leſs Danger of them if they be of mean Birth }MWaſpit 
than if they be noble, and if they be rather harſh of Wand 
Nature than gracious and popular, and if they be of D 
rather new raiſed, than grown cunning, and fortified {Wrath 
in their Greatneſs. It is counted by ſome a Weaknels in ¶ then 
Princes to have Favourites, but it is of all others the belt 
Remedy againſt ambitious Great Ones; for when the 
way of pleaſuring and diſpleaſuring lieth by the Favou- 
rite, it is impoſſible any other ſhould be over great. 
Another means to curb them, is to balance them b) 
others as proud as they, but then there muſt be ſome 
middle Counſellors to keep things ſteady, for without 


a Prince may animate and inare ſome meaner Perſons 
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to be as it were Scourges to Ambitious Men. As for 
the having of them obnaxious to ruin, if they be of 


fearful Natures it may be well, but if they be ſtout 
and daring, it may precipitate their Deſigns, and 


rove dangerous. As for the pulling of them down, 
if the Affairs require it, and that it may not be done 
with ſafety ſuddenly, the only way is, the enter- 
change continually of Favours and Diſgraces, where- 
by they may not know what to expect, and be as it 


were in a Wood. Of Ambitions, it is leſs harmful the 


Ambition to prevail in great Things, than that other 
to appear in every thing, for that breeds Confuſion, 
and mars Buſineſs : But yet it is leſs Danger to have 
an Ambitions Man ſtirring in Buſineſs, than great in 
Dependences. He that ſeeketh to be eminent a- 
mongſt able Men hath a great Task, but that is ever 
good for the Publick; but he that Plots to be the 
only Figure amongſt Cyphers, is the decay of an 
whole Age. Honour hath three Things in it; the 
Vantage Ground to do good, the Approach to Kings 
and Principal Perſons, and the raiſing of a Man's own 
Fortune. He that hath the beſt of theſe Intentions 
when he aſpireth, is an honeſt Man, and that Prince 
that can diſcern of thoſe Intentions in another that 
aſpireth, is a wiſe Prince. Generally let Princes 
and States chuſe ſuch Miniſters as are more ſenſible 
of Duty, than of Riſing, and ſuch as love Buſineſs 
rather upon Conſcience, than upon Bravery, and let 
them diſcern a buſy Nature from a willing Mind. 


——_— 


1 


XXXVII. Of Masks and Triamphs. 


3 han Things are but Toys to come amongſt 
ſuch ſerious Obſervations : But yet ſince Prin- 
ces will have ſuch Things, it is better they ſhould be 
graced with Elegancy, than daubed with Coſt. Dan- 
ang to Song is a thing of great State and MRI 
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underſtand it, that the Song be in Choife, placed 
aloft, and accompanied with ſome broken Muſick, 
and the Ditty fitted to the Device. Acting in Soy, 
eſpecially in Dialogues, hath an extream good Grace; 
1 5 acting, not dancing, (for that is a mean and vul- 
gar thing) and the Voices of the Dialogue would be 
ſtrong and manly, (a Baſe and a Tenor, no Treble, 
and the Ditty high and tragical, not nice or dainty, 
Several Choires placed one over againſt another, and 
raking the Voice by Catches, Anthem-wiſe give great 
Pleaſure. Turning Dances into Figure is a childleß 
Curioſity, and generally let it be noted that tho: 
Things which J here ſet down, are ſuch as do na- 
turally take the Senſe, and not reſpe& petty Wonder 
ments. It is true, the Alterations of Scenes ſo it be 
quietly and without Noiſe, are things of great Beau- 
ty and Pleaſure, for they feed and relieve the Eye 
before it be full of the ſame Obje&. Let the Scenes 
abound with Light, ſpecially coloured and varied, 
and let the Maskers, or any other that are to come 
down from the Scene, have ſome Motions upon the 
Scene it ſelf before their coming down, for it draws 
the Eye ſtrangely, and makes it with great Pleaſure to 
deſire to ſee that it cannot perfectly diſcern. Let the 
Songs be loud and chearful, and not Chirpings ot 
Pulings. Let the Muſick likewiſe be ſharp and loud, 
and will placed. The Colours that ſhew belt by 
Candle-light, are White, Carnation, and a kind ot 
Sea- water Green, and Oes or Spanes, as they are ot 
no great Coſt, ſo they are of moſt Glory. As tor 
rich Embroidery it is loſt, and not diſcerned. Let 
the Suits of Maskers be graceful, and ſuch as become 
the Perſon when the Vizars are off, not after Exam- 
ples of known Attires; Turks, Soldiers, Mariners 
and the like. Let Anti-Masks not be long, they 
haye been commonly of Fools, Satyrs, Baboons, 
Wild-men, Antiques, Beaſts, Spirits, Witches, E- 
chiops, Pigmics, Turquets, Nymphs, Ruſticks, 7 
—_—. N ͤĩ êÄ57« e 


: Of Mature in Men. 105 


pids, Statua's moving, and the like. As for Angels, 
t is not Comical enough to put them in Anti-masks, 
and any thing that 1s hideous, as Devils, Giants, is 
on the other fide as unfit: But chiefly, let the Muſick 
of them be recreative and with ſome ſtrange Changes. 
Some {weet Odours ſuddenly coming forth, without 
any Drops falling, are in ſuch a Company as there is 
Steam and Heat, Things of great Pleaſure and Re- 
freſhment. Double Masks, one of Men, another of 
Ladies, addeth State and Varicty : But all is nothing 
except the Room be kept clear and neat. 

For Juſts, and Turneys, and Bartiers, the Glories 
of them are chiefly in the Chariots wherein the Chal- 
lengers make their Entry, ſpecially if they be drawn 
with ſtrange Beaſts, as Lions, Bears, Camels, and 
the like; or in the Devices of their Entrance, or in 
the Bravery of their Liveries, or in the goodly Fur- 


niture of their Horſes and Armour. But enough of 
theſe Toys. E | 


—_— 


XXXVIII. Of Nature in Mes. 


| Ature is often hidden, ſometimes overcome, 
ſeldom extinguiſhed. Force maketh Nature 
more violent in the Return; Doctrine and Diſcourſe 
maketh Nature leſs importune: But Cuſtom only 
doth alter and ſubdue Nature. He that ſeeketh Vi- 
ory over his Nature, let him not ſet himſelf too 
great, nor too {mall Tasks, for the firſt will make 
him dejected, by often Failings, and the ſecond will 
make him a ſmall Proceeder, tho' by often Prevail- 
ings. And at the firſt, let him practiſe with Helps, 
as Swimmers do with Bladders or Ruſhes; but aſter 
atme let him practiſe with Diſadvantages, as Dan- 
cers do with thick Shooes: For it breeds great Per- 
tection, if the Practice be harder than the Uſe. 
Where Nature is mighty, and therefore the VAOWe 
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hard, the Degrees had need be, firſt, to ſtay and ar- 
reſt Nature in Time, like to him that would ſay over 
the Four and twenty Letters when he was angry, 
than to go leſs in Quantity: As if one ſhould in for- 
bearing Wine, come from drinking Healths to 3 
Draught at a Meal, and laſtly to diſcontinue altoge- 
ther: But if a Man have the Fortitude and Reſoluti- 
on to enfranchiſe himſelf at once, that is the beſt; 


Optimus ille animi vindex, lædentia pectus 
Vincula qui rupit, dedoluitque ſemel. 


Neither 1s the ancient Rule amiſs to bend Nature, 
as a Wand to a contrary Extream, whereby to ſet it 
right, underſtanding it where the contrary Extream 
is no Vice. Let not a Man force a Habit upon him- 
ſelf with a perpetual Continuance, but with ſome 
Intermiſſion; for both the Pauſe re-inforceth the new 
Onſet; and if a Man that is not perfect be ever in 
practice, he ſhall as well practice his Errors as his 
Abilities, and induce one Habit of both, and there 
is no Means to help this but by ſeaſonable Intermiſi- 
on. But let not a Man truſt his Victory over hi 
Nature too gar, for Nature will lie buried a great 
time, and yet revive upon the Occaſion of Tempts- 
tion; like as it was with Aſop's Damſel, turned trom 
a Cat to a Woman, who ſat very demurely at the 
Boards end till a Mouſe run beſore her. Therefore 
let a Man either avoid the Occaſion altogether, ot 
put himſelf often to it, that he may be little moved 
with it. A Man's Nature is beſt perceived in private: 
neſs, for there is no Affection in Paſſion, ſor that put- 
teth a Man out of his Precepts, and in a new Caſe of 
Experiment, for their Cuſtom leaveth him. They are 
happy Men whoſe Natures fort with their Vocations 
otherwiſe they may ſay, Multum Incola fuit Anim 
mea; when they converſe in thoſe they do not affed 
WW da” 
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61, let him ſet Hours for it, but whatſoever is a- 
greeable to his Nature, let him take take no care for 
any ſet Times, for his Thoughts will fly to it of 
themſelves, ſo as the Spaces of other Bufineſs or 
Studies will ſuffice. A Man's Nature runs either to 
Herbs or Weeds; therefore let him ſeaſonably water 
the one, and deſtroy the other. 


* "Rp. 2 4 


XXXIX. Of Cuſtom and Education. 


ENS Thoughts are much according to their 
Inclination, their Diſcourſe and Speeches ac- 

cording to their Learning and infuſed Opinions, but 
their Deeds are after as they have been accuſtomed : 
And therefore as Machiavel well noted, (tho' in an ill- 
WW &voured Inſtance) there is no truſting to the Force of 
Nature nor to the Bravery of Words, except it be 
corroberated by Cuſtom: His Inſtance is, that for 
the atchieving of a deſperate Conſpiracy, a Man 
could not reſt upon the fierceneſs of any Man's Na- 
ure, or his reſolute Undertakings, but take ſuch an 
one as hath had his Hands formerly in Blood: But 
t Machiavel knew not of a Friar Clement, not a Ravail- 
, nor a Jauregy, nor a Baltaxar Gerrard; yet this 
Rule holden till, that Nature, nor the Engagements 
Woof Words are not fo forcible as Cuſtom. Only Su- 
eperſtition is now ſo well advanced, that Men of the 
frſt Blood are as firm as Butchers by Occupation, and 
votary Reſolution is made equipollent to Cuſtom, e- 
een in matter of Blood. In other Things the predo- 
- Wninancy of Cuſtom is every where viſible, inſomuch 
sa Man would wonder to hear Men profeſs, pro- 
teſt, engage, give great Words, and than do juſt as 
they have done before, as if they were dead Images, 
land Engines moved only by the Wheels of Cuſtom. 
Ve ſee alſo the Reign or Tyranny of Cuſtom what 
it is. The Indians (I mean the Sec of their = 
\ en 
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Men) lay themſelves quietly upon a Stack of Wood, 
and ſo ſacrifice themſelves by Fire; nay, the Wixez 
ftrive to be burned with the Corps of their Husbands 
The Lads of Sparta of ancient Time were wont tg 
be ſcourged upon the Altar of Diana without ſo muck 
as ſqueaking. I remember in the Beginning of Queen 
Elizabeth's Time, of England, an Iriſb Rebel con- 
demned, put up a Petition to the Deputy that he 
might be hanged in a Wyth, and not in an Halter, 

becauſe it had been ſo uſed with former Rebels. There 
be Monks in Ruſſia, for Penance, that will ſit a whole 

Night in a Veſſel of Water till they be engaged with 
hard Ice. Many Examples may be put down of the 
Force of Cuſtom, both upon Mind and Body. There- 
fore ſince Cuſtom is the Principal Magiſtrate of Man' 

Life, let Men by all Means endeavour to obtain 
good Cuſtoms. Certainly Cuſtom is moſt perfct 
when it beginneth in young Years; this we call Edu- 
cation, which is in effect but an early Cuſtom ; ſo 
we ſee in Languages, the Tongue is more plain to al 
Expreſſions and Sounds, the Joynts are more ſupple 
to all Feats of Activity and Motions of Youth than 
afterwards: For it is true, the late Learners cannot 
ſo well take the Ply, except it be in ſome Minds that 
have not ſuffered themſelves to fix, but have kept 
themſelves open and prepared to receive continul 
Amendment, which is exceeding rare. Burt if the 
Force of Cuſtom, fimple and ſeparate be great, the 
Force of Cuſtom copulate, and conjoined, and col-i 

legiate, is far greater; for their Example teachetl, 
Company comforteth, Emulation quickneth, Glory] 
raiſeth ; ſo as in ſuch Places the Force of Cuſtom i 
in his Exaltation. Certainly the great Multiplication 
of Virtucs upon Human Nature, reſteth upon Soctc 
ties well ordained and diſciplined ; for. Commot- 
Wealths and good Governments do nouriſh Virtuf 
grown, but do not much mend the Seeds. But the 

| Miſery is, that rhe moſt effectual Mear.s are now ap. 
plied to the Ends leaſt to be deſiret. 
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XI. Of FORTUNE. 

I cannot be denied but outward Accidents con- 
duce much to Fortune; Favour, Opportunity, 
Death of others, Occaſion fitting Virtue. But chief- 
ly the Mould of a Man's Fortune is in his own Hands. 
Faber quiſque Fortune ſue, ſaith the Poet. And the 
moſt frequent of External Cauſes is, that the Folly of 
one Man is the Fortune of another. For no Man 
Iproſpers ſo ſuddenly, as by others Errors. Serpens 
miſt ſer peutem comederit non fit Draco. Overt and appa- 
rent Virtues bring forth Praiſe, but there be ſecret 
and hidden Virtues that bring forth Fortune. Cer- 
tain Deliveries of a Man's ſelf, which have no Name. 
The Spabil Name Deſemboltura, partly exprefieth 
them, when there be not Stands nor Reſtiveneſs in a 
Man's Nature, but that the Wheels of his Mind keep 
way with the Wheels of. his Fortune: For fo Livy 
(after he had deſcribed Cato Major, in theſe Words, 
bu illo viro, tantum robur Corporis & Animi fuit, ut 
quocunque loco natus eſſet, fortunam fibi fatturm videre- 
vr) falleth upon that, that he had Verſatile Ingenium. 
Therefore if a Man look ſharply and attentively, he 
mall ſee Fortune; for though ſhe be blind, yet ſhe is 
ot inviſible. The way of Fortune is like the Milky 
Way in the Sky, which is a Meeting or Knot of a 

umber of ſmall Stars, not ſcen aſſunder, but giving 
Light together; ſo are there a Number of little, 
nd ſcarce diſcerned Virtues, or rather Faculties and 
Cuſtoms that make Men fortunate. The Halians 
note ſome of them, ſuch as a Man would little think: 
When they ſpeak of one that cannot do amiſs, they 
ml throw in iuto his other Conditions that he hath, 
Poco di Matto. And certainly there be not two more 
jortunate Properties than to have a little of the Fool, 
end not too much of the Honeſt; therefore extream 
overs of their Country, or Maſters, were never 
"7 Ee | fortunate, 
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fortunate, neither can they be: For when a Mit 


laceth his Thoughts without himſelf, he goeth not 
bis one way, and haſty Fortune maketh an Enter. 
priſer and Remover; (the French hath it better, Ex- 
terprenant or Remuant) but the exerciſed Fortune 
maketh the able Man. Fortune is to be honoured 
and reſpected, if it be but for her Daughters, Conſ- 
dence and Reputation: for thoſe two Felicity breed- 
eth, the firſt within a Man's ſelf, the latter in others 
towards him. All wiſe Men to decline the Envy of 
their own Virtues, uſe to aſcribe them to Providence 
and Fortune, for ſo they may the better aſſure them: 
And beſides, it is Greatneſs in a Man to be the Care 
of the Higher Powers: So Ceſar ſaid to the Pilot in 
the Tempeſt, Cæſarem portas, & fortunam ejus. $ 
Ha choſe the Name of Felix, and not of Magny, 
And it hath been noted, that thoſe that aſcribe open- 
ly too much to their own Wiſdom and Policy, end 
* unfortunate. It is written that Timotheus the Athe 
nian after he had, in the Account he gave to the State 
of his Government, often interlaced his Speech, An 
in this Fortune had no part, never proſpered in any 
Thing he undertook afterwards. Certainly there 
be, whoſe Fortunes are like Homer's Verſes, thi 
have a ſlide and eaſineſs more than the Verſes of 0 
ther Poets, as Plutarch ſaith of Timoleon's Fortune 


in reſpe& of that of Ageſilaus, or Epaminondas : And 


that this ſhould be, no doubt it is much in a Mans 
ſelf. | \ 
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XLI. Of USURT. 


M ANY have made witty Invectives againſt Ui 
ry: They ſay that it is pity the Devil ſhoull 
have God's Part, which is the Tithe : That the U/# 
rer is the greateſt Sabbarh-breaker, becauſe I 
Plough goeth every Sunday: That the Uſurer is til 
Drone that Virgil ſpeaketh of: Jgnaus 


Of Dian. 
Euavum fucus pecus a præſepibus arcent. 


That the Uſurer breaketh the firſt Law that was 
nade for Mankind after the Fall, which was, In ſu- 
1 vultus tui comedes panem tuum, not, In ſudore vul- 
ws alieni. That Uſurers ſhould have Orange-tawny 
Bonnets, becauſe they do judaize. That it is againſt 

Nature for Money to beget Money, and the like. I 
ſay this only, that Uſury is a Conceſſum propter duri- 
lem cordis; for ſince there muſt be borrowing and 
ending, and Men are ſo hard of Heart as they will 


others have made ſuſpicious and cunning Propoſiti- 
ons of Banks, Diſcovery of Mens Eſtates, and other 


t is good to ſet before us the Incommodities and 
Commodities of Uſury, that the Good may be either 
eigled out or culled out, and warily to provide, 
that while we make forth to that which is better we 
neet not with that which is worſe. 

The Diſcommodities of Uſury are, firſt, that it 


n great part be employed upon Merchandiſing, which 


hat it makes poor Merchants; for as a Farmer can- 
ot husband his Ground fo well if he fit at a great 


he fit at great Uſury. The third is incident to the 
ther two, and that is, the Decay of Cuſtoms of Kings 
r States, which ebb or flow with Merchandiſing. The 
ourth, that it bringeth the Treaſure of a Realm or 
tate into a few Hands, for the Uſarer being at Cer- 
anties, and others at Uncertainties, at the End of 


nd ever a State flouriſheth when Wealth is more 
qually PIG The fifth, that i * beats down the Price 


Ul 


ot lend freely, Uſury .muſt be permitted. Some 


Inventions, but few have ſpoken of Uſury uſefully ; 


makes fewer Metchants, for wete it not for this lazy 
rade of Uſury Money would not lie ſtill, but would 
s the Vena Porta of Wealth in a State. The ſecond, 


kent, ſo the Merchant cannot drive his Trade ſo well 


he Game moſt of the Money will be in the Box; 
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of Land; for the Employment of Money is chiefy 
either Merchandiſing or Purchaſing, and Olury way⸗ 
lays both. The ſixth, that it doth. dull and damp al 
Induſtries, Improvements, and new Inventions, where- 
in Money would be ſtirring if it were not for this 
Slug. The laſt, that it is the Canker and Ruin of ma- 
ny Men's Eſtates, which in Proceſs of Time breeds 
à publick Poverty. = 
On the other fide, the Commodities of Uſury are, 
firſt, that howſocver Uſury in ſome reſpect hindreth 
Merchandiſing, yet in ſome other it advanceth it, for 
it is certain that the greateſt Part of Trade is driven 
by young Merchants upon borrowing at Intereſt, ſo 
as if the Uſurer either call in or keep back his Mo- 
ney, there will enſue preſently a great Stand of 
Trade. The ſecond is, that were it not for this ea 
borrowing upon Intereſt, Men's Neceſſities would 
draw upon them a moſt ſudden undoing, in that they 
would be forced to ſell their Means (be it Lands or 
Goods) far under Foot, and ſo whereas Uſury doth 
but gnaw upon them, bad Markets would {walloy 
them quite up; as for mortgaging or pawning, it 
will little mend the Matter, for either Men will not 
take Pawns without Uſe, or if they do, they wil 
look preciſely for the Forfeiture. I remember a cruel 
- Monied Man in the Country that would ſay, The De- 
© wil take this Uſury, it keeps us from Forfeitures of Mort- 
Lager and Bonds, The third and laſt is, that it is 4 
anity to conceive that there would be ordinary bot. 
- fowing without Profit, and it is impoſſible to conceins 
the Number of Inconveniences that will enſue if bor- 
rowing be cramp'd; therefore to ſpeak of the abo- 
tiſhing of Uſury is idle, all States have ever had it 
in one Kind or Rate or other, ſo as that Opinion 
muſt be ſent to Utopia. 
To ſpeak now of the Reformation and Reiglement o 
Uſury, how the Diſcommodities of it may be bel 
avoided, and the Commodities retained, It * 
ES ' 
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by the Balance of Commodities and Diſcommodities 
of Uſury two things are to be reconciled ; the one, 

that the Tooth of Uſury be grinded, that it bite not 

too much; the other, that there be left open a means 

to invite Monied Men to lend to the Merchants, for 

the continuing and quickning of Trade; this cannot 

be done except you introduce two ſeveral ſorts of 
Uſury, 2 leſs and a greater; for if you reduce Uſury 

to one low Rate, it will eaſe the common Borrower, 

dut the Merchant will be to ſeek for Money; and it is 

to be noted, that the Trade of Merchandize being 
be moſt lucrative, may bear Vſury at a good Rate, 
other Contracts not ſo.. — 
To ferve both Intentions the Way would be chiefly 
thus, that there be two Rates of Uſury, the one free 
and general for all, the other under Licenſe, only to 
certain Perſons, and in certain Places of Merchan- 
diſing; firſt therefore let Uſury in general be redu- 
ced to 5 in the Hundred, and let that Rate be pro- 
claimed to be free and currant, and let the State ſhur 
it ſelf out to take any Penalty for the ſame, this will 
reſerve borrowing from any general Stop or Drineſs, 
this will eaſe infinite Borrowers in the Country, this. 
ill in good part raiſe the Price of Land, becauſe 
Land purchaſed at 16 Years Purchaſe will yield 6 in 
he Hundred, and ſomewhat more, whereas this Rate 
df Intereſt yields but 5, this by reaſon will encourage 
ind edge induſtrious and profitable Improvements, 
decauſe many will rather venture in that Kind than 
ake 5 in the Hundred, eſpecially having been uſed 
0 greater Profit. Secondly, Let there be certain Per- 
ons licenſed to lend to known Merchants upon Uſu- 
yat a high Rate, and let it be with the Cautions fol- 
owing; let the Rate be, even with the Merchant 
imſelf, ſomewhat more eaſy than that he uſed for- 

nerly to pay, for by that means all Borrowers ſhall . 
are ſome Eaſe by this Reformation, be he Merchant 
r whoſoever ; let it be ng Bank or common Rocks 
| 2 5 ut 
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but every Man Maſter of his own Money, not that! 
altogether miſlike Banks, but they will hardly be 
brooked, in regard of certain Suſpicions; let the 
State be anſwered ſome ſmall Matter for the Licenſe, 
and the reſt left to the Lender, for if the Abatement 
be but ſmall, it will no whit diſcourage the Lender; 
for he, for Example, that took before 10 or g in the 
Hundred, will ſooner deſcend to 8 in the Hundred 
than give over his Trade of Uſury, and go from cet. 
tain Gains to Gains of Hazard; det theſe licenſed 
Lenders be in Number indefinite, but reftratned t0 
certain principal Cities and Towns of Merchandiſing 
for then they will be hardly able to colour oth 
Men's Monies in the Country, ſo as the Eicenſe of; 
will not ſuck away the current Rate of 5, for no Ma 


will lend his Monies far off, nor put them into un- mu 
known Hands. 33 FE ova T gs Deg! 
If it be objected that this doth in a ſort authorize EE 
Uſury, which before was in ſome Places bur petmib draw 
five, the Anſwer is, that it is better to mitigate Uſui _ 
by Declaration than to ſuffer it to rage by Connivente. 3 
: CAE cy | [ide 

| III. Of Toauth and Age. tle, re. 
| Hat to thc 


: Man that is young in Tears may be old in Ho dior 
if he have loſt no Time, but that happenet! Emp! 
rarely; generally Youth is like the firft Cogttationy preſet 
not ſo wiſe as the ſecond, for there is a Youth rec + 
Thoughts as well as in Ages, and yet the Inventio youns 
of young Men is more lively than that of old, anc Ator 
Imaginations ſtream into their Minds better, and ¶ eauſe 
it were more divinely. Natures that have much Heat Poul 
and great and violent Deſires and Perturbations, WM) qy+1; 
not ripe for Action till they have paſſed the MeridiM:t. P, 
of their Years, as it was with Julius Cafar and Sf Tung 
timius Severus, of the latter of whom it is ſaid, D 
tutem egit erroribus, imo furoribus plenam, and yet Wilts Go 
11 ons * 8 . 


e Tout ant age. „ 
was the ableſt Emperor almoſt of all the Liſt. But 
repoled Natures may do well in Youth, as it is ſeen 
in Auguſtus Ceſar, Coſinus Duke of Florence, Gaſton de 
Fix, and others. On the other ſide, Heat and Viva- 
city in Age is an excellent Compoſition for Buſineſs. 
Joung Men are fitter to invent than to judge, fitter 
for Execution than for Counſel, and fitter for new 
projects than for ſettled Buſineſs, for the Experience 
of Age, in things that fall within the Compals of it, 
directeth them, but in new things abuſeth them. The 
Errors of Young Men are the Ruin of Buſineſs, but 

cke Errors of Aged Men amount but to this, that 
nore might have been done, or ſooner. Young Men 
in the Conduct and Manage of Actions embrace more 
than they can hold, ſlir more than they can quiet, fly 
to the End without Conſideration of the Means and 
Degrees, purſue ſome few Principles which they have 
chanced upon abſurdly, care not to innovate, which 
draws unknown Inconveniences, uſe extream Reme- 
dies at firſt, and that which doubleth all Errors, will 
not acknowledge or retract. them, like an unready 
Horie, that will neither ſtop nor turn. Men of Age 
object too much, conſult too long, adventure too lit- 

tle, repent too ſoon, and ſeldom drive Buſineſs home 

to the full Period, but content themſelves with a Me- 

Wh ocrity. of Succeſs. Certainly it is good to compound 
Employments of both, for that wil! be good for the 
preſent, becauſe the Virtues of either Age may cor- 
rect the Defe&s of both, and good tor Succeſſion, that 
young Men may be Learners while Mien in Age are 
Actors; and laſtly, good for extern Accidents, be- 
cauſe Authority followeth Old Men, and Favour and 
Popularity Youth; but for the Mora! Part, perhaps 
Touth will have the Preheminence, as Age hath for 
the Politick. A certain Rabbin upon the Text, Tour 
loung Men ſball ſee Viſions, aud your Old Men hall dream 
Preams, inferreth, that Dung Men are admitted nearer 
0 Cod than 07d, becauſe 2 is a clearcr Revelati- 
| - 8 HTN 
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are exceeding ſubtil, who afterwards waxed ſtupid; 


; ſurely Virtue is beſt in a Body that is comely, 


n 
RY 


not to err, than in Labour to produce Excellency, 


decent and gracious Motion more than that of Fe 


on than a Dream. And certainly the more a May 
drinketh of the World the more it intoxicateth, and 
Age doth profit rather in the Powers of Underſtand- 
ing than in the Virtues of the Will and Affections. 
There be ſome have an over early Ripeneſs in their 
Years, which fadeth betimes; theſe are, firſt ſuch as 
have brittle Wits, the Edge whereof is ſoon turned, 
ſuch as was Hermogenes the Rhetorician, whoſe Books 


a ſecond ſort is, of thoſe that have ſome natural Dj/- 
poſitions, which. have better Grace in Youth than in 
Age, ſuch as is a fluent and luxuriant Speech, which 
becomes Youth well, but not Age; ſo Tully faith df 
Hortenfius, Idem manebat, neque idem decebat ; the third 
is, of ſuch as take too high a Strain at the firſt, and 
are magnanimous more than Tract of Years can up- 
hold, as was Scipio Africanus, of whom Livy ſaith in 
effect, Ultima primis cedebant, „„ 


XIII. Of BEEAU TI. 


Irtue is like à rich Stone, beſt plain ſer, an 


* 


tho? not of delicate Features, and that hath rathet 
Dignity of Preſence than Beauty of Aſpect; neither 
is it almoſt ſeen that very beautiful Perſons are other- 
wiſe of great Virtue, as if Nature were rather bu — 


and therefore they prove accompliſhed, but not ot 
of great Spirit, and ſtudy rather Behaviour than Vit- 
tue; but this holds out always, for Auguſtus Caſat, 
Titus Veſpaſianus, Philip de Belle of France, Edward Wis tu. 
of England, Alcibiades of Athens, Iſmael the Sophy 0 
Perfia, were all high and great Spirits, and yet ti 
moſt beautiful Men of their Times. In Beauty thi 
of Favour is more than that of Colour, and that 0 


. \ _ ' * 


your ; that is the beſt Part of Beauty which a Picture 
cannot expreſs, no nor the firſt Sight of the Life; 
there is no excellent Beauty that hath not ſome 
Strangeneſs in the Proportion; a Man cannot tell 
whether Apelles or Albert Durer were the more trifler, 
whereof the one would make a Perſonage by Geo- 
metrical Proportions, the other by taking the beſt 
parts out of divers Faces to make one excellent, ſuch 
perſonages I think would pleaſe no Body but the 
Painter that made them, not but I think a Painter 
may make a better Face than ever was, but he muſt 
do it by a Kind of Felicity (as a Muſician that maketh 
an excellent Air in Muſicæ) and not by Rule; a Man 
ſhall ſee Faces, that if you examine them Part by 
Part, you ſhall find never a good, and yet altogether 
do well, If it be true that the principal Part of Beau- 
ty is in decent Motion, certainly it is no marvel tho 
Perſons in Years ſeem many times more amiable, Pul- 
chrorum autumnus pulcher, for no Youth can be comely 
but by Pardon, and conſidering the Youth as to make 
up the Comelineſs; Beauty is as Summer Fruits, 
which are eaſy to corrupt, and cannot laſt, and for 
the moſt part it makes a diſſolute Youth, and an Age 
a little out of Countenance, but yet certainly again 
i - light well, it maketh Virtues ſhine, and Vices 
bluſh, X | | | 
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XIIV. Of Deformity, 


ee Perſons are commonly even with Na- 
ture, for as Nature hath done ill by them, fo 
do they by Nature, being for the moſt part (as the 
deripture ſaith) void of natural Affection, and ſo they 
ave Revenge of Nature. Certainly there is a Conſent 
between the Body and the Mind, and where Nature 
frreth in the one, ſhe ventureth in the other, Ub; pec- 
# in uno periclitatur in we But becauſe there is 
ik $ in 
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In, Man an Ele&ion touching the Frame of his Mind, 
and a Neceſſity in the Frame of his Body, the Stars 
of natural Inclination are ſometimes obſcured by the 
Sun of Diſcipline and Virtue; therefore it is good to 
conſider of Deformity, not as a Sign which is more 
deceivable, but as 2 Cauſe which ſeldom faileth of 
the Effect. Whoſoever hath any thing fixed in his 
_ Perſon that doth induce Contempt, hath alſo a per- 
petual Spur in himſelf to reſcue and deliver himſelf 
from Scorn; therefore all deformed Perſons are ex- 
tream bold; firſt, as in their own Defence, as being 
expoled to Scorn, but in Proceſs of Time by a ge- 
neral Habit; alſo it ſtirreth in them Induſtry, and 
eſpecially of this Kind, to watch and obſerve the 
. Weakneſs of others, that they may have ſomewhat 
to repay. Again, In their Superiors it quencheth 
Jealouſy towards them, as Perſons that they think: 
they may at Pleaſure deſpiſe, and it layeth their 
Competitors and Emulators aſleep,as never believing 
they ſhould be in Poſſibility of Advancement till they 
ſce them in Poſſeſſion; ſo that upon the Matter in 4 
great Wit Deformity is an Advantage to riſing. Kings 
in ancient Times (and at this preſent in ſome Coun- 
tries) were wont to put great Truſt in Eunuchs, be- 
cauſe they that are envious to all, are more obnoxi- 
ous and officious towards one; but yet their Truſt 
towards them hath rather been as to good Spials, 
and good Whiſperers, than good Magiſtrates and 
Officers; and much like is the reaſon of deformed 
Perſons; till the Ground is, they will, if they be of 
Spirit, ſeek to free themſelves from Scorn, which 
muſt be either by Virtuc or Malice; and therefore 
let it not be marvelled if ſometimes they prove ex. 
cellent Perſons, as was Ageſilaus, Zanger the Son ot 
Solyman, ÆAſop, Gaſca Preſident of Peru, and Socrates 
may go likewiſe amongſt them, with others. 


XIV. of 
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XIV. Of BUILDING. 


Ouſes are built to live in, and not to look on, 
therefore let Uſe be preferred before Uniformi- 
ty, except where both may be had; leave the goodly 
Fabricks of-Houſes, for Beauty only, to the enchanted 
Palaces of the Poets, who build them with ſmall Coſt; 
he that builds a fair Houſe upon an ill Seat committeth 
umſelf to Priſon; neither do I reckon it an ill Seat 
only where the Air is unwholſom, but like wiſe where 
the Air is unequal, as you ſhall ſee many fine Seats ſet 
on a Knap of Ground, environ'd with higher Hills 
round about it, whereby the Heart of the Sun is pent 
in, and the Wind gathereth as in Troughs, ſo as you 
ſhall have, and that ſuddenly, as great Diverſity of Heat 
and Cold as if you dwelt in ſeveral Places; neither is 
it ill Air only that maketh an ill Seat, but ill Ways, 
ill Markets, and if you will conſult with Momus, ill 
Neighbours, I ſpeak not of any more, want of Water, 
want of Wood, Shade and Shelter, want of Fruinfulneſs, 
and Mixture of Grounds of ſeveral natures, want of 
Proſpect, want of leyel Grounds, want of Places at 
ſome near diſtance for Sports of Hunting, Hawking, 
and Races, too near the Sea, or too remote, having the 
Commodity of navigable Rivers, or the Diſcommodi- 
ty of their overflowing, too far off from great Cities, 
which may hinder Buſineſs, or too near them which 
lurcherh all Proyifions, and maketh every thing dear, 
where a Man hath a great Living laid together, and 
where he is ſcanted, all which as it is impoſſible to 
ind together, ſo it is good to know them and think 
of them, that a Man may take as many as he can, and 
if he have ſeveral Dwellings, that he ſort them ſo, that 
Fiat he wanteth in the one he may find in the other. 
Lucullus anſwer'd Pompey well, who when he ſaw his 
lately Galleries and Rooms ſo large and lightſom in 
one of his Houſes, ſaid, Surely an excellent Place for 


120 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays, 
Summer, but how do you in Winter? Lucullus anſwer', 
My do you not think me as wiſe as ſome Fowl are, that 
ever change their Abode towards the Winter ? 

Io paſs from the Seat to the Houſe it ſelf, we will 
do as Cicero doth in the Orator's Art,who writes Books 
de oratore, and a Book he entitles Orator, whereof the 
former delivers the Precepts of the Art, and the latter 


the Perfection; we will therefore deſcribe a Princely | 


Palace, making a brief Model thereof; for it i; 
ſtrange to ſee now in Europe ſome huge Buildings, 
as the Vatican, and Eſcurial, and ſome others be, and 
yet ſcarce a very fair Rgom in them. | | 
- Firſt therefore, I ſay, you cannot have a perfe& Pa- 
lace, except you have two ſeveral ſides, a ſide for the 
Banquet, as is ſpoken of in the Book of Heſter, and 2 
fide tor the Houſbold, the one for Feaſts and Triumphs, 
and the other for Dwelling; I underſtand both theſe 
fides to be not only Returns, but Parts of the Front, 
and to be uniform without, tho' ſeverally partition d 
within, and to be on both ſides of a great and ſtately 
Tower in the midſt of the Front, that as it were 
joincth them together on either Hand; I would have 
on the ſide of the Banquet in Front one only goodly 
Room above Stairs of ſome 40 Foot high, and under it 
a Room for a drefling or preparing Place at times of 
Triumphs; on the other fide, which is the Houſbold 
fide, I wiſh it divided at the firſt into a Hall anda 
Chapel (with a Partition between) both of good State 
and Bigneſs, and thoſe not to go all the Length, but tg 
have at the further End a Winter and Summer Par- 


four, both fair, and under theſe Rooms a fair and large | 


Cellar ſunk under Ground, and likewiſe ſome privy 
Kitchens, with Butteries and Pantries, and the like. 
As for the Tower, I would have it 2 Stories, of 18 
Foot high apiece above the two Wings, and goodly 
Leads upon the Top, railed with Statua's interpoſed, 
and the ſame Tower to be divided into Rooms 3s 
ſhall be thought fit; the Stairs likewiſe to the uppef 
A R )ooms 


Rooms, let them be upon a fair open Newel, and 
fnely railed in with Images of Wood, caſt into a 
Braſs Colour, and a very fair Landing Place at the 
Top; but this to be if you do not point any of the 
lower Rooms for a Dining Place of Servants, for 
otherwiſe you ſhall have the Servants Dinner after 
your own, for the Steam of it will come up as in a 
Tunnel; and ſo much for the Front, only J under- 
ſtand the Heighth of the firſt Stairs to be 16 Foot, 


which is the Heighth of the lower Rooms. | 
Beyond this Front is there to be a fair Court, but 
; ſides of it of a far lower Building than the Front, 
and in all the 4 Corners of that Court fair Stair Ca- 
ſes, caſt into Turrets on the outſide, and not within 
the Row of Buildings themſelves, but thoſe Towers 
are not to be of the Heighth of the Front, but rather 
proportionable to the lower Building ; let the Court 
not be paved, for that ſtriketh up à great Heat in 
dummer, and mach Cold in Winter, but only ſome 
fide Alleys, with a Croſs, and the Quarters to graze 
being kept ſhorn, but not too near thorn ; he Me 
of Return on the Banquet fide let it be all ſtately 
Galleries, in which Galleries let there be 3 or 5 fine 
Cupola's in the Length of it, placed at equal diſtance, 
and fine colour'd Windows of ſeveral Works ; on the 
Houſhold fide Chambers of Preſence and ordinary 
Entertainment, with ſome Bed-Chambers, and let 
all 3 ſides be a double Houſe, without thorow Lights 
on the fides, that you may have Rooms from the Sun 
both for Forenoon and Afternoon; caſt it alſo that 
you may have Rooms both for Summer and Winter, 
ſhady for Summer, and warm for Winter; you ſhall 
have ſometimes fair Houſes ſo full of Glaſs, that one 
cannot tell where to become to be out of the Sun'or 
Cold ; for inbowed Windows I hold them of good 
Uſe (in Cities indeed upright do better, in reſpe& of 
the Uniformity towards the Street, for they be pret- 
{7 retiring Places for Conference, and beſides they 
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122 | Sir Francis Bacon®s Eſſays. 
keep both the Wind and the Sun off, for that which 


would ſtrike almoſt thro the Room, doth ſcarce paſs 


the Window, but let them be but few, 4 in the Cour; 
ne,, d 103 m309Q 5 u,P 
Beyond this Court let there he an inward: Court, of 
the ſame Square and Heighth, which is to be environed 
with the Garden on all ſides, and in the inſide cloiſter- 
ed upon all ſides, upon decent and beautiful Arches, 
as high as the firſt Story; on the under Story toward. 
the Garden let it be turn d to a Grotto, or place of Shade 
or Eſtivat ion, and only have opening H/ndows towards 
the Garden, and be level with the Floor, no whit 
ſunk under Ground, to avoid all Dampiſnneſs; and 
let there be a Fountain, or ſome fair Work of Statua'sin 
the midſt of this Court, and to be paved as the other 
Court was; theſe Buildings to be for priuy Lodgings on 
both ſides, and the end for privy Galleries, whereof you 
muſt foreſee that one of them be for an Infir mar), if the 
Prince or any ſpecial Perſon ſhould be ſick, with Chan- 
bers, Bed Chambers, Anticamera and Recamera joining to 
it; this upon the ſecond Story; upon the Ground Story 
a fair Gallery open upon Pillars, and upon the third 
Story like wiſe an open Gallery upon Pillars, to take the 
Proſpect and Freſhneſs of the Garden; at both Corners 
of the furtheſt ſide, by way of return, let there be 2 de: 
licate or rich Cabinets, daintily paved, richly hanged, 
glazed with Cryſtaline Glaſs, and a rich Cupola in the 
midſt, and all other Elegancy that may be thought on; 
in the upper Gallery too Iwiſh that there may be, 
if the Place will yield it, ſome: Fountains running 18 
divers Places from the Wall, with ſome fine Avoid- 
ances; and thus much for the Model of the Palace, 
ſave that you muſt have, before you come to the Front, 
3 Courts, and a green Court Plain, with a Wall about 
it, a ſecond Court of the ſame, hut more garniſhed 
with little Turrets, or rather Embelliſhments upoi 
the Wall, and a third Court, to make a Square with. 
| in the Front, but not to be built, nor yet endole 
4 2 5 | With 


Of Garden. 05 
with a naked Wall, but encloſed with Terraſſes lead- 
ed aloft, and fairly garniſhed on the three Sides; and 
cloyſtered on the inſide with Pillars, and not with 
Arches below. As for Offices, let them ſtand at di- 
ſtance with fome low Galler ies, to paſs from them to 

the Palace it (elf. LIRA ITE ee „ Gf 
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XLVI. . F GARDEN S. 
1 OD Almighty firſt planted a Garden, and in- 
T deed it is the pureſt of Human Pleaſure: It is 
the greateſt Refreſhment to the Spirits of Man; with- 
out which, Buildings and Palaces are but groſs handy- 
Works. And a Man ſhall ever ſee, that when Ages 
grow to Civility and Elegancy, Men come to build 
ſtately, ſooner than to Garden finely ;' as if garden- 
ing were the greater Perfection. I do hold it in the 
Royal ordering of Gardens, there onght to be Gar- 
dens for all the Months in the Year, in which, ſeve- 
rally, Things of Beauty may be then in Seaſon; for 
December and January, and the latter part of Novem- 
ber, you muſt take ſuch Things as are Green all Win- 
ter, Holly, Ivy, Bays, Juniper, Cypreſs Trees, Yews, 
Pine-Apple Trees, Fir Trees, Roſemary, Lavender, 
Periwinkle the White, the Purple, and the Blue, 
Germander Flags, Orange Trees, Limon Trees, and 
Myrtle, if they be ſtoved, and ſweet Marjoram warm 
ſets. There followeth tor the latter part of January 
and February,” the Mezerion Tree, which then bloſ- 
ſoms, Ctocus Vernus, both the Yellow and the Grey 
Prim-Roſes, Anemones, the early Tulippa, Hyacin- 
thus Orienxalis, Chamaitis, Frettellaria. For March 
there comes Violets, ſpecially the ſingle Blue, which 
are earlieſt, the Yellow Daffad il, the Daizy, the Al- 
mond Tree in Bloſſom, the Peach Tree in Bloſſom, 
the Cornelian Tree in Bloſſom, Sweet Briar. In 
April follow the double White Violet, the Wall 
| | * lower 
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124 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſays: 
Flower, the Stock Gilly Flower, the Cowſlip, Flow: 
er-de Luces, and Lilies of all Natures, Roſemaiy 
Flower, the. Tulipps, the Double Piony!, the Pal: 
Paffadill, the French Honey Suckle, the Cherry Tree 
in Bloſſom, the Damaſcen and Plumb Trees in Bloſ- 
ſom, the White Thorn in Leaf, the Lelack Tree. 
In May and June come Pinks of all Sorts, ſpecially 
the Bluſh-Pink, Roſes of all kinds, exeept the Musk; 
which comes later, Honey Suckles, Strawberries, Bug- 
loſs, Columbine, the French Marygold, Flos Africa- 
nus, Cherry Tree in Fruit, Ribes, Figs in Fruit, Raſps, 
Vine Flowers, Lavender in Flowers, the Sweet Saty- 
rion with the White Flower, Herba Muſcaria, Lili- 


um Convallium, the Apple Tree in Bloſſom. In Jul 


come Gilly Flowers of all Varieties, Musk Roſes, and 
the Lime Tree in Bloſſom, early Pears and Plumbs 
in Fruit, Gennitings, Quodlings. In Auguſt come 
Plumbs of all Sorts in Fruit, Pears, Apricocks, Bar- 


berries, Filbeards, Musk-Melons, Monks-hoods of 


all Colours. In September come Grapes, Apples, Pop- 
pies of all Colours, Peaches, Melo-Cotones, Necta- 
rines, Cornelians, Wardens, Quinces. In October and 
the beginning of November, come Servifes, Medlars, 


Bullaces, Roſes cut or removed to come late, Holly- 
oaks, and ſuch like, Theſe Particulars are for the Cl. 


mate of London; but my Meaning is perceived, that 
you may have Ver Perpetuum, as the Place affords. 
And becauſe the Breath of Flowers is far ſweetet 
in the Air, (where it comes and goes, like the ward- 


ling of Muſick) than in the Hand, therefore nothing 


is more fit for that Delight, than to know what be thc 
Flowers and Plants that do beſt perfume the Ai. 
Roſes Damask and Red are Flowers tenacious & 


their Smells, ſo that you may walk by a whole Rov 


of them, and find nothing of their Sweetneſs ; yea, 


tho' it be in a Morning Dew. Bays like wiſe yield no 


ſmell as they grow, Roſemary little, nor Sweet-Mar- 


joram. That which above all others * telds the ſweet 
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eſt fmell in the Air is the Violet, ſpecially the White 
double Violet, which comes twice a Year, about the 
middle of April, and about Bartholomew - tide. Next 
to that is the Musk Roſe, then the Strawberry Leaves 
dying with a moſt excellent Cordial Smell. Then the 
Flower of the Vines, it is a little Duſt like the Duſt 
of a Bent, hich grows upon the Cluſter in the firſt 
coming forth; then Sweet-Briar, then Wall Flowers, 
which are very delightful to be ſet under a Parlour, 
or lower Chamber Window; then Pinks and Gilly 
Flowers, eſpecially the matted Pink, and Clove Gil- 
ly Flower ; then the Flowers of the Lime Tree; then 
the Honey-Suckles, ſo they be ſomewhat afar off. 
Of Bean-Flowers I ſpeak not, becauſe they are Field 
Flowers; but thoſe which perfume the Air moſt de- 
lightfully, not paſſed by as the reſt, but being trod- 
den upon and 1 are three, that is, Burnet, 
Wild-Time, and Water-Mints; therefore you are 
to ſet whole Alleys of them e have the Pleaſure 
when you walk or tread. | 
For Gardens, (ſpeaking of thoſe which are indeed 
Prince-like, as we have done of Buildings) the Con- 
tents ought not well to be under Thirty Acres of 
Ground, and to be divided into three Parts, a Green 
in the entrance, a Heath or Deſart in the going forth, 
and the main Garden in the midſt, beſides Alleys on 
both Sides; and I like well, that 4 Acres of Ground 
be aſſigned to the Green, 6 to the Heath, 4 and 4 to 
either Side, and 12 to the main Garden. The Green 
hath two Pleaſures, the one becauſe nothing is more 
pleaſant to the Eye than Green Graſs kept finely 
ſhorn, the other, becauſe it will give you a fair Alley 
n the midſt, by which you may go in Front upon a 
ately Hedge, which is to encloſe the Garden; but 
becauſ2 the Alley will be long, and in great Heat 
of the Year or Day, you ought not to buy the Shade 
In the Garden, by going in the Sun thro' the Green; 
herefore you are of either ſide the Green to e A 
| | - overt 
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lams upon Frames of Carpenters Work: I would al- 
ſo have the Alleys ſpacious and fair: You may have 
cloſer Alleys upon the fide Grounds, but none in the 
main Garden. I wiſhalſo in the very middle a fair 
Mount, with three Afcents and Alleys, enough for four 
to walk a breaſt; which I would have to be perfect, 
Circles, without any Bulwarks or Imboſsments, and 
the whole Mount to be thirty Foot high, and ſome 
fine banquetting Houſe, with ſome Chimneys neatly 
caſt; and without too. much Glaſs. 5 
For Fountains, they are a great Beauty and Refreſh- 
ment, but Pools marr all, and make the Garden un- 
vholſom, and full of Flies and Froggs. Fountains IL 
intend to be of two Natures, the one that ſptinkleth 
or ſpouteth Water, the other a fair Receipt of Mater, 
of ſome 30 or 40 Foot ſquare, but without Fiſh, or 
Slime, or Mud. For the firſt, the Ornaments of L 
mages gilt, or of Marble, which are in uſe, do well, 
but the main matter is, ſo to convey the Water, as it 
never ſtay, either in the Bowls, or in the Ciſtern, that 
the Water be never by reſt diſcoloured, Green or 
Red, or the like, or gather any Moſſineſs or Putrefa- 
n. Befides that, it is to be cleanſed every Day by 
he hand, alſo ſome Steps up to it; and ſome fine 
Payemetit about it do well: As for the other kind of 
Fountain, which we may call a Bathing-Pool, it may 
admit much Curioſity and Beauty, wherewith we 
vill not trouble our ſelves; as that the bottom be 
nely N and with Images, the Sides likewiſe, and 
rithal embelliſhed with coloured Glaſs, and. ſuch 
tings of Luftre, encompaſſed alſo with fine Rails 
f low Statues: But the main point is the ſame which 
ve mentioned in the former kind of Fountain, which 
that the Water be in perpetual Motion, fed by 
Water higher than the Pool, and deliveted into it 
fair Spouts, and then diſcharged away under 
tound by ſome equality of Bores, that it ſtay little. 
nd for ine Devices of — Water without 1 
N . 2 ing 
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ling and 1 it riſe in ſeveral Forms (of Feathers _ 


drinking Glaſſes, Canopies, and the like) they be 
retty things to look on, but nothing to Health and 
MESS: ²˙ A ole , 
For the Hea h, which was the third part of our Plat 
E wiſh it to be framed, as much as may be, to a nz- 
tural Wildneſs. Trees I would have none in it, but 
fome Thickets made only of Sweet · Briar, and Ho 
ney-Suckle, and ſome Wild-Vine amongſt, and the 
Ground ſet with Violets, Strawberries and Primroſe 
for theſe are ſweet, and proſper in the Shade: Ani 
theſe to be in the Heath, here and there, not in an 
Order. I like alſo little Heaps in the Nature of Mol: 
Hills, (ſuch as are in Wild Heaths) to be ſer, ſom 
with Wild-Thyme, ſome with Pinks, ſome with Ger: 
mander, that gives a good Flower to the Eye, ſom 
with Periwinkle, ſome with Violets, ſome with Stray 
berries, ſome with Cowſlips, ſome with Daizies, ſont 
with Red Roſes, ſome with Lilium Convallium, ſom 
with Sweet-Williams Red, ſome with Bears-Foot, and 
the like low Flowers, being with all ſweet and fight 
ly: Part of which Heaps to be with Standards of lit 
tle Buſhes, prick'd upon their Top, and part without 
the Standards to be Roſes, Juniper, Holly, Bear-ber 
ries, (but here and there, becauſe of the Smell of thei 
Bloſſom) Red Currans, Gooſeberries, Roſemary 
Bays, Sweet-Briar, and ſuch like: But theſe Stand 
ards to be kept with cutting, that they grow not ou 
of Courſe. | pe | 
For the ſide Grounds, you arc to fit them with va 
riety of Alleys, private, to give a full ſhade, ſome 
them, whereſoever the Sun be. You are to fra 
ſome of them likewiſe for ſhelter, that when th 
Wind blows ſharp you may walk as in a Gallery; an 
thoſe Alleys muſt be likewiſe hedged at both endst 
keep out the Wind, and theſe cloſer Alleys muſt 0 
ever finely gravelled, and no Graſs, becauſe of goi! 
wet. In many of theſe Allerslkewiſeeyoware 100 


% 
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fruit Trees of all Sorts, as well upon tlie Walls as in 
anges. And this would be generally obſerved, that 
he Borders wherein you plant your Fruit Trees, be 
ar, and large, and low, and not ſteep, and ſet with 
ne Flowers, but thin and ſparingly, leſt they deceive 
e Trees. At the end of both the ſide Grounds I 
ould have a Mount of ſome pretty Height, leaving 
Wall of the Encloſure breaſt-high, to look abroad 
to the Fields. FH e 
For the main Garden, I do not deny but there 
ould be ſome fair Alleys ranged on both Sides with 
ruit Trees, and ſome pretty Tufts of Fruit Trees 
d Arbors with Seats, ſet in ſome decent Order; 
it theſe to be by no Means ſet too thick, but to leave 
be main Garden ſo, as it be not cloſe, but the Air 
den and free; for as for ſhade I would have you reſt 
don the Alleys of the fide Grounds, there to walk 
you be diſpoſed, in the Heat of the Year or Day; 
ut to make account, that the-main Garden is for the 
jore temperate Parts of the Year, and in the Heat 
Summer, for the Morning and the Evening, or 
Nrer-caſt Days. | 
For Aviaries, Flike them not except they be of that 
rgeneſs, as they may be turfed and have living Plants 
nd Buſhes ſet in them, that the Birds may have more 
ope, and natural Neſting, and that no foulneſs ap- 
ar in the Floor of the Aviary. So I have made 47 
atftorm of a Princely Garden, partly by Precept, 
artly by Drawing, not a Model, but ſome general 
Ines of it, and in this I have ſpared for no coſt. 
ut it is nothing for great Princes, that for the moſt 
rt taking Advice with Workmen, with no leſs 


ot, ſet their things together, and ſometimes add 


atua's and ſuch things for State and Magnificence, 
t nothing to the true pleaſure of a Garden. | 


XLVII. of Negotiating. > 1 
Tis generally. better to deal-by Speech than by 
Letter, and by the Mediation of a Third, than by 
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2 Man's ſelf. Letters are good when a Man would 


draw an Anſwer by Letter back again, or when it may 
ſerve for a Man's Juſtification afterwards to produce 
his own Letter, or where it may be danger to be in- 


terrupted or heard by Pieces. To deal in Perſon is 


good, when a Man's Face breedeth Regard, as com- 


monly with Inferiors, or in tender Caſes where a 


Man's Eye upon the Countenance of him with whom 


he ſpeaketh, may give him a Direction how far to 
go; and generally where a Man will reſerve to him- 
ſelf Liberty either to Diſavow, or to expound. In 


choice of Intruments, it is better to chuſe Men of a 


plainer Sort that are like to do that is committed to 


them, and to report back again faithfully the Succeſs 
than thoſe that are cunning to contrive out of other 
Men's Buſmeis ſomewhat to grace themſelves, and 
will help the Matter in Report for Satisfaction ſake 
Uſe all ſuch Perſons as affect the Buſineſs where in they 


are imployed, for that quickneth much, and ſuch as 


are fit for the matter; as bold Men for Expoſtulati- 
on, fair ſpoken Men for Perſwaſion, crafty Men for 
Enquiry and Obſervation, froward and abſurd Men 
for Buſineſs that doth not well bear out it ſelf. Uſe 
aiſo ſuch as have been lucky, and prevailed before in 


things wherein you have imployed them, for that 


breeds Confidence, and they will ſtrive to maintain 
their Preſcription. It is better to ſound a Perſon 
with whom one deals afar off, than to fall upon the 
Point ar firſt, 'except you, mean to ſurprize him by 
fome ſhort Queſtion. It is better dealing with Men 
in Appetite, than with thoſe that are where they 


would be. If a Man deal with another upon Condi: 


tions, the ſtart of the firſt Performance is all, whicl 
a Man cannot reaſonably demand, except either tht 
Nature of the thing be ſuch which muſt go before; 
or elſe a Man can perſwade the other Party that! 
fball {till need him in ſome other thing, or elfe that 
he be counted the honeſter Man, All . ist0 
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O Followers and Friends.” 131 
diſcover or to work; Men diſcover themſelves in 
Truſt, in Paſſion at unawares, and of neceſſity, when 
they would have ſomewhat done, and cannot find an 
apt Pretext. If you would work any Man, you muſt 
either know his Nature and Faſhions, and ſo lead 
him, or his Ends, and ſo perſwade him, or his Weak- 
neſs and difadvantages, and ſo awe him; or thoſe that 
have Intereſt in him, and ſo govern him. In Dealing 
with cunning Perſons we mult ever conſider their 


8 Ends to interpret their Speeches, and it is good to 
= ay little to them, and that which they leaſt Took for. 
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5 look to ſow and reap at once, but muſt prepare Bu- 11 

ves, and fo ripen it by degrees. . end 
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XLVII. Of Followers and Friends. 


1 STLY Eo fowers are nat to be liked, leſt while 
Ch a Man maketh his Train longer, he makes his 


Wings ſhorter. I reckon to be coſtly, not them alone 
hich charge the Purſe, but which are weariſom and 
Importunate in Suits. Ordinary Followers ought to 
hallenge no higher Conditions than Countenance, 
Recommendation, and Protection from Wrongs Fa- 
tions Followers are worſe to be liked, which follow 
ot upon Affection to him with whom they range 
hemſelves, but upon Diſcontentment conceived 2 
inſt ſome other, whereupon commonly enfucth 
nat ill Intelligence that we many times fee berween 
eat Perſonages; likewiſe glorious Followers who 
ake themſelves as Trumpets of Commendation of 
hoſe that follow, are full ef Inconvenience; for 
icy taunt Buſineſs through want of Secrecy, and 
hey export Honour from 2 Man, and make him a 
turn in Envy. There is a kind of Fullauers Mke- OH 
piſe which are dangerous, being indeed Eſpiagx WP 
much enquire the Secrets of the Houſe, and de r 
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ſon himſelf profeſſeth, (as of Soldiers to him that 


ever been a thing Civil, and well taken even in Mo- 


Times active Men are of more Uſe than virtuous. It 


all between Equals, which was wont to be magni 


4 ; 
= S 2 . 
33 2 
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Tales of them to other; yet ſuch Men many timez 
are in great Favour ; for they are officious, and com- 
monly exchange Tales, the following by certain E. 
ſtates of Men, anſwerable to that which a great Per- 


"wy, wx 


hath been employed in the Wars, and the like) hath 


narchies, ſo it be without too much Pomp of Popy- 
larity : But the moſt honourable kind of following, 
is to be followed as one that apprehendeth to ad- 
vance Vertue and Deſert in all Sorts of Perſons; and 
yet where there is no eminent Odds in Sufficiency, it 
is better to take with the more paſſable, than with 
the more able. And beſides, toſpeak Truth, in bak 


is true, that in Government it is good to uſe Met 


of one Rank equally; for to countenance ſome er- Ho 


traordinarily, is to make them inſolent, and the rel} 
diſcontent, becauſe they may claim a due: But con- 
trariwiſe, in Favour to uſe Men with much Diffe- 
rence and Election is good, for it maketh the Per- 
ſons preferred more thankſul, and the reſt more off. ii 
cious, becauſe all is of favour. It is good Diſcretion 
not to make too much of any Man at the firſt; becauk 
one cannot hold out that Proportion. To be govern 
ed (as we call it) by one is not ſaſe, for it ſhews Soft 
neſs, and gives a Freedom to Scandal and Diſreputi 
tion; for thoſe that would not cenſure or ſpeak! 
of a Man immediately, will talk more boldly of thok 
that are ſo great with them, and thereby wound thel 
Honour, yet to be diſtracted with many is worſe, fo 
it makes Men to be of the laſt Impreſſion, and full d 
Change. To take Advice of ſome few Friends | 
ever honourable, for Lookers on many times ſee mi 


. than Gameſters, and the Vale beſt diſcovereth the Hil hem 


There is little Friendſhip in the World, and leaſt « 
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That that is, is between Superior and Inferior, w 
Fortunes may comprehend one the other. 
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XIIX. Of SUITORS, 


ANY ill Matters and Projects are undertaken, 
VI and private Suits do putrifie the Publick 
500d. Many good Matters are undertaken with 
bad Minds, I mean not only corrupt Minds, but 
crafty Minds that intend not Performance. Some 
embrace Suits which never mean to deal effectually 
in them; bur if they ſee there may be lite in the 
Matter by ſome other Means, they will be content 
to win a Thank, or take a ſecond Reward, or at 
kaſt to make uſe in the mean time of the Suitor's 
Hopes. Some take hold of Suits only for an Occa- 
fon to croſs ſome other, or to make an Information, 
rhereot they could not otherwiſe have apt Pretext, 
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on- | i 
fe-{ſvithour Care what become of the Suit when that 
per- Turn is ſerv'd; or generally to make other Men's 


offi 
tion 
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Buſineſs a kind of Entertainment to bring in their 
pwn; nay, ſome undertake Suits with a full Purpoſe 
o let them fall, to the end to gratity the adverſe 
Party or Competitor. Surely there 1s in ſome Sort 
| Right in every Suit, either a Right of Equity, if 


ut: be 2 Suit of Controverſy, or a Right ot Deferr, 

i it be a Suit of Petition. If Affection lead a Man 

thol e favour the wrong Side in Juſtice, let him rather 
theifhe his Countenance to compound the Matter, than 

e, fe carry it. If Affection lead a Man to favour the : 
wil M worthy in Deſert, let him do it without depra- 

ds Ming or difabling the better Deſerver. In Suits which 


Man doth not well underſtand, it is good to refer 
V em to ſome Friend of Truft and Judgment, that 
aſt May report whether he may deal in them with Ho- 
nifiec "ſl but let him chuſe well his Referendaries, for 
Tue be may be led by the Noiſe. Suttors are ſo 

"I KR 4 diſtaſted 
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diſtaſted with Delays and Abuſes, that plain deal- 
ing in denying to deal in Suits at firſt, and report- 
ing the Succeſs barely, and in challenging no more 
Thanks than one hath deſerved, is grown not only 
honourable, but alſo gracious. In Suits of Favour, 
the firſt coming ought to take little place; ſo far 


forth Conſideration may be had of his Truſt, that if WM 
Intelligence of the Matter could not otherwiſe have fi 
been had, but by him, Advantage be not taken of Wi of 
the Note, but the Party left to his other mean, and 2 
in ſome ſort recompenced for his Diſcovery. To be fr 
ignorant of the Value of a Suit is Simplicity, as well WM T 
as to be ignorant of the Right thereof is want of Wl © 
Conſcience. Secrecy in Suits is a great Mean of b 
obtaining, for voicing them to be in forwardnels, fe. 
may diſcourage ſome kind of Suitors, but doth n. 
- quicken and awaken others; but timing of the Suit Wi pt 
is the principal; timing, I ſay, not only in reſpet ll to 
of the Perſon that ſhould grant it, but in reſpe& Wl bc 
of thoſe which are like to croſs it, Let a Man in the ¶ di 
Choice of his Mean, rather chuſe the fitteſt Mean WW th 
than the greateſt Mean, and rather them that deal 1 
in certain Things, than thoſe that are General WO 
The Reparation of a Denial, is ſometimes equal to to 
the firſt rh if a Man ſhew himſelf neither de- 
jected nor diſcontented: Iniquum petas, ut A.quun to 
feras ; is a good Rule where a Man hath ſtrength of to 
Favour : But otherwiſe a Man. were better riſe in to 
his Suit, for he that would have yentured at firſt tu eu 
have loſt the Suitor, will not in the Concluſion loſe MWD 
both the Suitor, and his own former Favour. No-Wrc: 
thing is thought ſo eaſie a Regueſt to a great PerſonWMth 
as his Letter; and yet, if it be not in a good Cauſe, At 
it is ſo much out ot his Reputation. There are nee. 
worſe Inſtruments than theſe general Contrivers oth: 
Suits, for they are but a kind of Poiſon and Infection ee. 
fo pablick Fraceegings s 1 447), fp 


0 


| "1908 145 
IL. Of: TU DIE 4 


Tudies ſerve for Delight, for Ornament, and for 
Ability, their chief Uſe for Delight is in Private 
nels and retiring, for Ornament is in Diſcourſe, and 
for Ability is in the Judgment and Diſpoſition of Bu- 
ſineſs, for expert Men can execute, and perhaps judge 
of Particulars one by one, but the general Counſels, 
and the Plots, and marſhalling of Affairs, come belt 
from thoſe that are Learned; to ſpend too much 
Time in Studies is Sloth, to uſe them too much ſor 
Ornament is Affectation, to make judgment wholly 
by their Rules is the Humour of a Scholar, they per- 
fect Nature, and are perfected by Experience; for 
natural Abilities are like natural Plants, that need 
pruning by Study, and Studies themſelves do give 
forth Directions too much at large, except they be 
bounded in by Experience. Crafty Men contemn Stu- 
dies, ſimple Men admire them, and wiſe Men uſe 
them, for they teach not their own Uſe, but that is 
i Wiſdom without them, and above them, won by 
Obſeryation ; read not to contradict and contute, nor 
to believe and take for granted, nor to find Talk and 
Diſcourſe, but to weigh and conſider; ſome Books are 
to be taſted, others to be ſwallowed, and ſome few 
to be chewed and digeſted ; that is, ſome Books are 
to be read only in Parts, others to be read; but not 
curiouſly, and ſome few to be read wholly, and with 
Diligence and Attention; ſome Books alſo may be 
read by Deputy, and Extracts made of them by o- 
(lers, but that wauld be only in the leſs important 
Arguments and the meaper ſort of Books, elſe diſtil- 
kd Books are like common diſtilled Waters, flaſhy 
things; reading maketh a full Man, Conference a 
ready Man, and Writing an exact Man; and. there- 
fore if a Man write little he had need have a great 
0 Memory if he canfer little he had need have a pre- 
e, 8 ent 
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fent Wit, and if he read little he had need have much 
Cunning to ſeem to know that he doth not; Hiſto- 
ries make Men wiſe, Poets witty, the Mathematicky 
ſubtil, Natural Philoſophy deep, Moral grave, Logick 
and Rhetorick able to contend ; Abeunt ftudia in mores, 
nay, there is no Stand or Impediment in the Wit 
but may be wrought out by fit Studies, like as Dif. 
eaſes of the Body may have appropriate Exerciſes; 
Bowling is good for the Stone and Reins, Shooting 
for the Lungs and Breaſt, gentle walking for the Sto- 
mach, Riding for the Head, and the like; ſo if 2 
Man's Wit be wandering, let him ſtudy the Mathe- 
maticks, for in Demonſtrations if his Wit be called 
away never ſo little, he muſt begin again; if his Wit 
be not apt to diſtinguifh or find Differences, let him 
ſtudy the School-men, for they are Cumiui Sedtores; 
if he be not apt to beat over Matters, and to call up 
ene thing to prove and illuſtrate another, let him 
Rudy the Lawyers Caſes; ſo every Defect of the 

Mind may have a ſpecial Receit. 
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A Any have an Opinion not wiſe, that for a 
M Prince to govern his Eſtate, or for a great 
erſon to govern his Proceedings according to the 
refpe& of Factions, is a principal Part of Policy, 
whereas'contrariwiſe the chiefeſt Wiſdom is either in 
ordering thoſe things which are general, and where- 


in Men of ſeveral Factions do nevertheleſs agree, or | 


in dealing with Correſpondence to particular Perſons 
one by one; but I ſay not that the Conſideration of 
Factions is to be neglected; mean Men in their riſing 


muſt adhere; but Great Men that have Strength in 


themſelves were better to maintain themſelves indit- 
ferent and neutral, yet even in Beginners to adhere 
o moderately, as he be a Man of the one gore 
vat & EY 0 | which 


- 


O Factiun. 1 
which is moſt paſſable with the other, commonly 
| ojycth beſt way; the lower and weaker Faction is 

the firmer in Conjunction, and it is often ſeen that a 


ſew that are {tiff do tire out a great Number that are 
more moderate; when one of the Faction is extin- 
puiſhed, the remaining ſubdivideth, as the Faction 
between Lucullus and the reſt of the Nobles of the Se- 
nate (which they called Optimates) held out 3 while 
zgainſt the Faction of Pompey and Caſar, but when 
the Senates Authority was pulled down, Cæſar and 
Pompey ſoon after brake; the Faction or Party of Au- 
lonius and Octavianus Cæſar againſt Brutus and Caſſins 
held out likewiſe for a Time; but when Brutus and 


Caſſins were overthrown, then ſoon after Antonius 


and Oftavianns brake and ſubdivided; theſe Exam- 
les are of Wars, but the ſame holdeth in prwate 
Fadions, and therefore thoſe that are Seconds in 
Factions, do many times when the Faction ſubdivi- 
deth, prove Principals, but many times alſo they 
prove Cyphers and caſhier' d, for many a Man's 
Strength is in Oppoſition, and when that faileth he 
groweth out of Uſe; it is commonly ſeen that Men 
once placed take in with the contrary Faction to that 
by which they enter, thinking belike that they have 
their firſt ſure, and now are ready for a new Purchaſe; 
the Traitor in Faction lightly goeth away with it, 
for when Matters have ſtuck long in balancing, the 
winning of ſome one Man caſteth them, and he get- 
teth all the Thanks; the even Carriage between :wo 
Factions proceedeth not always of Moderation, but 
of a Trueneſs to a Man's ſelf, with end to make uſe 
of both. Certainly in Italy they hold it a little Suſ- 
pect in Popes when they have often in their Mouth 
Padre commune, and take it to be a Sign of one that 
meaneth to refer all to the Greatneſs of his own 
Houſe. Kings had need beware how they ſide them- 
ſelves, and make themſclves as of a Faction or Party, 
for Leagues within the State are ever Ra tg 
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Tanquam unn ex nobis, as was to be ſeen in the 


their proper Motions, but yer ſtill are quietly carried 


that breaketh his Mind too much to ſmall Obſerra- 


138 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſayc. 
Monarchies, for they raiſe an Obligation paramount 
ro Obligation of Sovereignty, and make the King 


League with France; when Factions are carried too 
high and too violently, it is a Sign of Weakneſs in 
Princes,. and much to the Prejudice both of their 
Authority and Buſineſs; the Motions of Factions un- 
der Kings ought to be like the Motions (as the Afiri- 
zomers ſpeak) of the inferior Orbs, which may have 


by the higher Motion of Primum Mobile. 


— 
* * — 


LIT. Of Ceremonies and Reſpedts. 


E that is only real had need have exceeding 
great Parts of Virtue, as the Stone had need 

to be rich that is fer without Foil; but if a Man mark 
it well it is in Praiſe and Commendation of Men as 
it is in Gettings and Gains, for the Proverb is true, 
That light Gains make heavy Purſes, for light Gains 
come thick, whereas great come but now and then; 
fo it is true that ſmall Matters win great Commen- 
dation, becauſe they are continnally in Uſe and in 
Note,whereas the Occation of any great Virtue com- 
eth but on Feſtivals; therefore it doth much add to 


2 Man's Reputation, and is (as Queen Habela faith) Wi: 


like perpetual Letters commendatory,to have good Forms, 
to attain them it almoſt ſufficeth not to deſpiſe them, 
for fo fhall a Man obſerve them in others, and let 
him truſt himſelf with the reſt, for if he labour too 
much to expreſs them he ſhall loſe their Grace, which 
is to be natural and unaffected; ſome Mens Behavi- 
our is like a Verſe, wherein every Syllable is mea- 
fared ; how can a Man comprehend great Matten, 


tions? Not to uſe Ceremonies at all, is to teach 
others not ta ale them again, and fo an” 
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ſpect to himſelf, eſpecially they are not to be omit- 
ted to Strangers and formal Natures, but the dwel- 
ling upon them, and exalting them above the Moon, 
is not only tedious, but doth diminiſh the Faith and 
Credit of him that ſpeaks ; and certainly there is 2 
kind of conveying of effectual and imprinting Paſſi- 
ons amongſt Complements, which is of ſingular Uſe 
if a Man can hit upon it; amongſt a Man's Peers a 
Man ſhall be ſure of Familiarity, and therefore it is 
good a little to keep State; amongſt a Man's Inferi- 
ors one ſhall be ſure of Reverence, and therefore it 
is good a little to be familiar; he that is too much 
in any thing, ſo that he giveth another Occaſion of 
Satiety, maketh himſelf cheap. To apply ones ſelf 
to others is good, ſo it be with Demonſtration that 
a Man doth it upon Regard, and not Facility. It 
is a good Precept generally in ſeconding another, 
yet to add ſomewhat of ones own; as if you would 
grant his Opinion, let it be with ſome Diſtinction; 
H you will follow his Motion, let it be with Condi- 
tion; if you allow his Counſel, let it be with alle- 
ging further Reaſon. Men had need beware how 
they be too perfe& in Complements, for be they 
never ſo ſufficient otherwiſe, their Enviers will be 
ſure to give them that Attribute, to the Diſadvan- 
tage of their greater Virtues. It is Loſs alſo in Bu- 
ineſs to be too full of Reſpects, or to be too curious 


Win obſerving Times and Opportunities. Solomon 


ſaith, He that couſidereth the Mind ſhall not ſow, and 
he that loo eth to the Clouds ſhall not reap. A wiſe 
Man will make more Opportunities than he finds. 
Men's Behaviour ſhonld be like their Apparel, not 


K ſtrait, or point- device, but free for Exerciſe or 
otion. 18 | 
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, Rod 2:5; 
Þ* AIS E is the Reflection of Virtue, but it is 
as the Glaſs or Body which giveth the Reflecti- 
on; if it be from the common People, it is common- 
ly falſe and naught, and rather followeth vain Per- 
fons than: yirtuous ; for the common People under- 
ſtand not many excellent Virtues, the loweſt Virtues 
draw. Praiſe from them, the middle Virtues work in 
them Aſtoniſhment or Admiration, bur of the high- 
eſt Virtues they have no Senſe or Perceiving at all, 
but Shews and Species vixtutibus fimiles ſerve beſt 
with them. Certainly Fame is like à River, that 
beareth up things light and ſwoln, and drowns 
things weighty and folid ; but if Perſons of Quality 
and Judgment concur, then it is (as the Scripture 
faith) Nomen bonum inſtar unguenti fragrantis, it filleth 
all round about, and will not eaſily away, ſor the 
Odours of Ointments are more durable than thoſe 
df Flowers. There be ſo many falſe Points of Praiſe; 
that a Man may juſtly hold it a Suſpect. Some Prai- 
ſes procced merely of Flattery, and if he be an or- 
dinary Flatterer, he will have certain common At- 


tributes, which may ſerve every Man; if he be 4 


cunning Flatterer, be will follow the arch Flatterer, 
which is a Man's ſelf, and wherein a Man thinketk 
beſt of himſelf, therein the Flatterer will uphold 
© him moft; but if he be an impudeut Flatterer, look 

wherein a Man is conſcious to himſelf that he 1s 
moſt defe&ive, and is moſt out of Countenance in 
himſelf, that will the Flatterer entitle him to by 


force, ſpreta conſcientia. Some Praiſes come of good 


Wiſhes and Reſpects, which is a Form due in Civi- 


lity to Kings and great Perſons, Laudando pracipere, 


when by telling them what they are, they repreſent 
to them what they ſhould be. Some Men are pra 


Of Vain-glorye 141 
ed maliciduſly to their Hurt, thereby to ſtir Envy 
and Jealouſy toward them, Peſſimum genus inimico- 
um laudautium, inſomuch as it was à Proverb a- 
mongſt the Greciaus, That- he that was praiſed to his 
Hurt ſhould have a Puſb riſe upon his Noſe z as we ſays 
That a Bliſter will riſe upon oues Tongue that tells a Lie. 
Certainly moderate Praiſe, uſed with Opportunity, 
and not vulgar, is that which doth the Good. So- 
hm ſaith, He that praiſeth his Friend aloud, riſiug 
urly, it ſball be to him no better than a Curſe. Too 


nuch magnifying of a Man or Matter doth irritate 
1- WT Contradiction,, and procure Envy and Scorn. To 
b praiſe. a Man's: {elf cannot be decent, except it be 
In rare Caſes; but to praiſe a Man's Office or Pro- 
at keſſion, he may do it with good Grace, and with 2 
15 Kind of Magnanimity. The Cardinals of Rome, 
tf Wvhich are Theologues, and Friars, and Schoolmen, 
re have a Phraſe of notable Contempt and Scorn to- 
th MW vards Civil Buſineſs, for they call all Temporal 
he 


hulineſs of Wars, Embaſſages, Judicatare, and other 
e Employments, Shirreri, which is under Sheriffriess 
fe; ss if they were but Matters for under Sheriffs and 
ai Catchpoles, tho' many times thoſe under Sheriffries 
r- N (o more Good than their high Speculations. Saint 
\r- aul, when he boaſts of himſelf, he doth. oft inter- 
: 4 {lace 7 ſpeak like a Fool, but ſpeaking of his Calling, 
er; be faith, Magnifico Apoſtolatum meum. 
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Dok 1. 07 | Vaiu- glory. * 

> 15 FR | 1 \ If ) * | * 
> in I was prettily deviſed of AÆAſop, the Fly ſate 
by upon the Axletree of the Chariot Wheel, and 


lad, Nypat a Duſt do I raiſe? So are there ſome vain 


ivi- erſons, that whatſoever goeth alone, or moveth 
* bon greater Means, if they have never ſo little 
ent 


hand in it, they think it is they that carry it; they 
wr are glorious mult needs be factious, for all 
0 | Bravery 


3 ; b 3 5 . # 
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Bravery ſtands upon Compariſons; they mult ticed 


be violent, to make good their own Vaunts; neither t 
can they be ſecret, and therefore not effectual, but Wl ; 
according to the French Proverb, Beautoup de Bruit, 90 
peu de Fruit, much Brute, little Fruit; yet certainly n 
there is Uſe of this Quality in Civil Affairs; where Wl ? 
there is an Opinion and Fame to be created, either WM {i 
of Virtue or Greatneſs, theſe Men are good Trum- Wb: 
peters. Again, as Titus Livius noteth in the Caſe of ih 
Antiochus and the AErolians, there are ſometimes WMlſp 
great Effects of croſs Lies; as if a Man that negoti: WC 
ares between Two Princes, to draw them to join in We! 

a War againſt the third, doth extol the Forces of Wir 
either of them above meaſure, the one to the other; WM} 
and ſometimes he that deals between Man and Man {Wir 
raiſeth his own Credit with both, by pretending grea: Wor 
ter Intereſt than he hath in either; and in theſe and Mao! 
the like Kinds it often falls ont, that ſomewhat ih the 
produc'd of nothing, for Lies are ſufficient to breed iſthe 
Opinion, and Opizion brings on Subſtance. In Military Va 


Commanders and Soldiers Vain-glory is an effential 
Point, for as Iron fharpens Iron, ſo by Glory one 
Courage ſharpneth another. In Caſes of gteat Enter- 
priſe, upon Charge and Adventure, a Compolition 
of glorious Natures doth put Life into Buſineſs; and 
thoſe that are of ſolid and ſober Natures have more 
of the Ballaſt than of the Sail. In Fame of Learn- 
ing the Flight will low, without ſome Feathers of 

ſtentation. Qui de contemnenda gloria libros ſcribunt01 
nomen ſuum inſcribunt. Socrates, Ariſtotle, Galen, weregon 
Men full of Oſtentation. Certainly Vain-glorMſuir: 
helpeth to perpetuate a Man's Memory, and Virtue 
Was never fo beholden to Human Nature, as it re- 
ceived his Due at the ſecond-hand. Neither had er 
the Fame of Cicero, Seneca, Plinius Secundus, bot 
her Age ſo well, if it had not been joined with ſome 
Vanity in themſelves; like unto Varniſh, that mM) < 
keth Ceilings not only ſhine; but laſt. But all A ues 
* | | 3 while 
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white; when J ſpeak of Vain-glory, I mean not of 
that Property that Tacitus doth attribute to Mucia- 
ms; Omnium que dixerat, feceratque, Arte quudam 
iſ{-ntator, for that proceeds not of Vanity, but of 
natural Magnanimity and Diſcretion, and in ſome 
Perſons is not only comely, but gracidus; for Excu- 
ſations, Ceſſions, Modeſty it ſelf well governed, are 
but Arts of Oſtentation; and amongſt thoſe Arts 
there is none better than that which Plinius Secundus 
ſpeaketh of, which is to be liberal of Praiſe and 
Commendation to others in that wherein a Man's 
ſelf hath any Perfect ion; for faith Pliny very wittily, 
in commending another youu do your - ſelf Right, for he 
that you commend is either ſuperior to you in that you 
ummend, or inferior; if he be inferior, if he be to be 
commended; you much more; if he be ſuperior, if he be 
jut to be commended, you much leſs glorious, Men are 
the Scorn of wiſe Men, the Admiration of Fools, 
7 Idols of Paraſites, and the Slaves of their own 
aunts | b a 55 TNT. 


WE , 
IR * " 
— —— 
-, 2 _ = = 
— * - a 7 = — by <> - 
1 n — i - 
— — 2 * 5 9 
* & — . v 4 Z 
* * — Is Ye * — * > ads ret rt 
. : 2 2 — * RS — N 
0 N 2 — wc BAT IEY, . — og , © 
_— _ — 4 AS 1 4 Mo ar TY * han = b - _ 5G —_— 
— = 5 7 i 4 — * hs” 2 FF 2 2 . 
— l pre, e * by a . — ns 
= — N — 2 w- +4 — 5 * = — * * 2 — 28 
— — 2 = . M — 8 


2 : 1 — A. + —_ 4 - wats 5 
2 Se * . hk & 8 
Pa w_ - <0 ne * — — ; — + vp. Vs — Ag, ob” * » = 
SIS =o AE bs. r ON Ae Cone oe eng — 22 * 2 
Ped P 


n 
. 8 


N "Ix D 4 
- * S 
- „ = ; bs Ee =o of? 
27 e 
4 = 3 
— TE _ 
* f 7 2 


\ &, + 5% £ 1 > 4 „ e e N 1 . — 
8 1 3s ” 1 ” » * o > * - — i % 5 2 WA % 
— 


ILV. Of Honour and Reputation. 


HE winning of Honour is but the revealing of 
1 Man's Virtue and Worth without Diſadvan- 
age, for ſome in their Actions do woo and affet 
Honour and Reputation, which ſort of Men are 
ommonly much talked of, but inwardly little ad- 
hired; and ſome contrariwiſe darken their Virtue 
0 the Shew of it, ſo as they be underyalued in 
Upinion, If a Man perform that which hath not 
Ken attempted before, or attempted and given 
er, or hath been archieved, but not with {o good 
ircumſtance, he ſhall purchaſe more Honour, than 
effecting a Matter of greater Difficulty or Vir- 
ie; wherein he is but a Follower. If a Man ſo 
* Ha temper 


* 5 7 
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144 Sir Francis Bacon's Eſſaps. 
temper his Actions, as in ſome one of them he doth 
content every Faction or Combination of People, 
the Muſick will be the fuller. A Man is an ill Hus- 
band of his Honour that entreth into any Action, 
the failing wherein may diſgrace him more than the 
carry ing of it throè can honour him. Honour that 
is gained and broken upon another, hath the quick- 
eſt Reflection, like Diamonds cut with Faſcets; and 
therefore let a Man contend to excel any Competi- 
tors of his in Honour, in out- ſhooting them, if he 
can, in their own.,.Bow. Diſcreet Followers and 
Servants help much to Reputation, Omnis fama a 
Domeſticis emanat. Envy, which is the Canker of 
Honour, is beſt extinguiſhed by declaring a Man's 
ſelf in his Ends, rather to ſeek Merit than Fame, * 
and by attributing. a Man's Succeſſes rather to Di- tte 
vine Providence and Felicity than to his own Vit- D. 
tue or Policy. The true marſhalling of the Degrees 
of Sovereign Honour are theſe. In the firſt place 
are Couditores Imperiorum, Founders of States and 
Commonwealths, ſuch as were Romulus, Cyrus, Ca- 
far, Ottoman, Iſmael. In the ſecond: place are Li- 
| flatores, Lawgivers, which are alſo called ſecond 
Founders, or perpetui Principes, becauſe they govern 
by their Ordinances after they are gone, ſuch were 
Tycurgus, Solon, Juſtinian, Edgar, Alphonſus of Cas 
ſtile the wiſe, that made the Siete Patridus. In the 
third place are Liberatores, or Salvatores , ſuch a 
compound the long Miſeries of Civil Wars, or de 
liver their Countries from Servitude of Strangers 0! 
Tyrants, as Auguſtus Cafar, Veſpaſianus, | Aurelianui 
Theodoricus, King Henry the VIIth of England, King 
Henry the IVth of France. In the fourth place a1 
Propagatores , or Propuguatores Imperii, ſuch as ll 
honourable Wars enlarge their Territories, or mak 
noble Defence againſt Invaders. And in the la 
place are Patres Patria, which reign juſtly, and 
make the Times good wherein they live, both wi 
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ut Kinds need no Examples they are in ſuch Num- 
ber. Degrees of Honour in Subjects are, firſt, Par- 
ticipes curarum, thoſe upon whom Princes do diſ- 
charge the greateſt Weight of their Affairs, their 
Right Hands, as we call them. The next are Duces 
gell, great Leaders, ſuch as are Princes Lieutenants, 
and do them notable Services in the Wars. The 
third are Gratio, Favourites, ſuch as need not this 
Scantling, to be Solace to the Sovereign, and Harm 
leſs to the People. And the fourth Negotiis. Pares, 
ſuch as have great Places under Princes, and execute 
their Places with Sufficiency. There is an Honour 
likewiſe which may be ranked amongſt the greateſt, 
which happeneth rarely, that is, of ſuch as ſacrifice 
themſelves to Death or Danger for the Good of 
their Country, as was M. Regulus, and the Two 
Decii. | | 


} 
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LVI. Of JU DIC ATU RE. 


TUdges ought to remember that their Office is 
J jus dicere, and not jus dare, to interpret Law, 
and not to make Law, or give Law, elſe will it be 
like the Authority claimed by the Church of Rome, 
which, under Pretext of Expoſition of Scripture, 
doth not ſtick to add and alter, and to pronounce 
that which they do not find, and,by Shew of Anti- 
quity to introduce Novelty. Judges ought to be 
more learned than witty, more reverend than plau- 
lble, and more adviſed than confident ; above all 
things Integrity is. their Portion and proper Virtue. 
Curſed (ſaith the Law) i he that removeth the Land- 
mark. The Miſlayer of a mere Stone. is to blame, 
but it is the unjuſt Judge that is the Capital Remo- 
fer of Land-marks, when 4 defineth amiſs of Lou 
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and Property. One foul Sentence doth more Hurt 
than many foul Examples, for theſe do but corrupt 
the Stream, the other corrupteth the Fountain, Sg 
faith Solomon, Fons turbatus, & vena corrupta, eff 

uſtus cadens in cauſa ſua coram adverſario. The 

ice of Judges may have reference unto the Parties 
that ſue, unto the Advocates that plead, unto the 
Clerks and Miniſters of Juſtice underneath them, 
and to the Sovereign or State above them. 

Firſt, For the Cauſes or Parties that ſue. There 
be (ſaith the Scripture) that turn Judgment into Morm- 
wood, and ſurely there be alſo that turn it into Vi- 
negar, for Injuſtice maketh it bitter, and Delays 
make it ſour. The principal Duty of a Judge is to 
ſuppreſs Force and Fraud, whereof Force is the more 

rnicious when it is open, and Fraud when it is 
cloſe and diſguiſed. Add thereto contentious Suits, 
which ought to be ſpewed out as the Surfeits of 
Courts. A Judge ought to prepare his Way to a jult Ir 
Sentence, as God uſeth to prepare his Way by rai- Wl ©0 
fing Valleys and taking down Hills; ſo when there f 
appeareth on either fide an high Hand, violent Pro- W 
ſecution, cunning Advantages taken, Combination, Nef 
Power, great Counſel, then is the Virtue of a Judge Ml © 
ſeen to make Inequality equal, that he may plant his * 
Judgment as upon an even Ground. Qui fortiter WI 2 
emungit, elicit ſanguinem; and where the Wine-prels 
is hard wrought it yields a harſh Wine that taſtes of I h 
the Grape-ſtone. Judges muſt beware of hard Con- bs 
ſtructions and ſtrained Inferences, for there is no 
worſe Torture than the Torture of Laws, eſpccially 


in Caſe of Laws Pœnal; they ought to have Cate ind 
that that which was meant for Terror be not turned * 
2 


into Rigour, and that they bring not upon the Peo- 
ple that Shower whereof the Scripture ſpeakerbs I Nes 
Pluet ſuper eos laqueos, for Pœnal Laws prefled arc 4 
Shower of Snares upon the People; therefore let 
Penal Laws, it they have been Sleepers of long, 4 


| 
'% 
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if they be grown. unfit for the preſent Time, be by 
wiſe Judges confined in the Execution, Judicis offici= 
um eſt, ut res ita tempora rerum, &c. In Cauſes of Life 
and Death Judges ought (as far as the Law permit- 
teth) in Juſtice to remember Mercy, and to caſt a 
ſevere Eye upon the Example, but a mercitul Eye 
upon the Perſon. Y 53.7 255 g 

Secondly, For the Advocates and Council that 
plead. Patience and Gravity of hearing is an eſ- 
ſential Part of Juſtice, and an over- ſpeaking Judge 
is no well tuned Cymbal. It is no Grace to a Judge 
firſt to find that which he might have heard in due 
time from the Bar, or to ſhew Quickneſs of Conceit 
in cutting off Evidence or Couniel too ſhort, or to 
prevent Informations by Queſtions tho' pertinent. 
The Parts of a Judge in hearing are four, ro direct 
the Evidence, to moderate Length, Repetition, or 
Impertinency of Speech; to recapitulate, ſelect and 
collate the material Points of that which hath been 
ſaid, and to give the Rule or Sentence; whatſoever 
is above theſe is too much, and proceedeth either 
of Glory and Willingneſs to ſpeak, or of Impatience 
to hear, or of Shortneſs of Memory, or of want of 
a ſtayed and equal Attention. It is a ſtrange thing 
to ſee that the Boldneſs of Advocates ſhould prevail 
with Judges, whereas they ſhould imitate God, in 
whoſe Seat they fir, who repreſſeth the Preſumptu- 
ous, and giveth Grace to the Modeſt. But it is 
more ſtrange that Judges ſhould have noted Favou- 
rites, which cannot but cauſe Multiplication of Fees 
and Suſpicion of By-ways. There is due from the 
judge to the Advocate ſome Commendation and 
Gracing where Cauſes are well handled and fair 
pleaded, eſpecially towards the Side which obtain- 
&h not, for that upholds in the Cliznt the Reputa- 
tion of his Counſel, and beats down in him the 


Conceit of his Cauſe. There is likewiſe due to the 


Publick a civil Reprehenſion of Advocates where 
"Lv there 


* 
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there appeareth cunning Counſel , groſs Negled, 
ſlight Information, indiſcreet Preſſing, or an ovet 
bold Defence; and let not the Counſel at the Bar 
chop with the Judge, nor wind himſelf into the 
handling of the Cauſe anew, after the Judge hath 
declared his Sentence; but on the other ſide let not 
the Judge meet the Cauſe half way, nor give occaſi- 
on to the Party to ſay, his Counſel or Proofs were not 
e „ | 
Thirdly, For that that concerns Clerks and Mini- 
ſters. The Place of Juſtice is an hallowed Place, 
and therefore not only the Bench,but the Foot-pace, 
and Precincts, and Purpriſe thereof, ought to be 
preſerved without Scandal and Corruption; fgr 
certainly Grapes (as the Scripture ſaith ) will not be 
gathered of Thorns or Thiſtles, neither can Juſtice yield 
Per Fruit with Sweetneſs amongſt the Briars and 
Brambles of catching and -poling Clerks and Mini- 
ſters. The Attendance of Courts is ſubject to four 


bad Inſtruments; firſt, certain Perſons that are 


Sowers of Suits which make the Court ſwell, and 
the Country pine; the ſecond ſort is, of thoſe that 
engage Courts in Quarrels of Juriſdiction, and are 
not truly Amici Curiæ, but Paraſiti Curie, in puffing 
a Court up beyond her Bounds for their own Scraps 
and Advantage. The third ſort is, of thoſe that 
may be accounted the Left Hands of Courts, Per- 
ſons that are full of nimble and ſiniſter Tricks and 
Shifts, whereby they pervert the plain and dired 
Courſes of Courts, and bring Juſtice into oblique 
Lines and Labyrinths. And the fourth is, the Poller 
and Exacter of Fees, which juſtifies the common 
Reſemblance of the Courts of Juſtice to the Bulb, 
whereunto while the Sheep. flies for Defence 


Weather, he is ſure to loſe part of his Fleece. On} 


the other fide, an ancient Clerk, skilful in Prece- 
dents, wary in proceeding, and underſtanding in the 
Buſineſs of the Court, is au excellent Finger of 4 
«445 . 4 1885 , $63 1 E 1 Court, 


el utatur legitime. 
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Court, and doth many times point the Way to the 
judge himſelf. „„ 

Fourthly, For that which may concern the Sove- 
reign and Eſtate. Judges ought above all to re- 
member the Concluſion of the Roman Twelve Ta- 
bles, Salus populi ſuprema lex, and to know that 
Laws, except they be in order to that End, are but 
things captious, and Oracles not well infpired ; 
therefore it is an happy thing in a State when 
Kings and States do often conſult with Judges, 
and again when Judges do often conſult with 
the King and State, the one when there is a Matter 
of Law intervenient in Buſineſs of State, the other 
when there is ſome Conſideration of State interve- 
nient in Matter of Law; for many times the things 
deduced to Judgment may be meum and tuum, when 
the Reaſon and Conſequence thereof may trench to 
Point of Eſtate ; I call Matter of Eſtate not only the 
Parts of Sovereignty, but whatſoe ver introduceth 
any great Alteratioh or dangerous Precedent, or 
concerneth manifeſtly any great Portion of People ; 
and let no Man weakly conceive that juſt Laws and 
true Policy have any Antipathy, for they are like 
spirits and Sifiews, that one moves with the other. 
Let Judges alſo remember that Solomons Throne 
was ſupported by Lions on both ſides, let them be 
Lions, but yet Lions under the Throne, being cir- 
cumſpect that they do not check or oppoſe any 
Points of Sovereignty. Let not judges alſo be ſo 
ignorant of their own Right, as to think there is 
not left to them. as a principal Part of their Office, 
a wiſe Uſe and Application of Laws; for they may 
remember what the Apoſtle ſaith of a greater Law, 
than theits, Nos ſcimus quia Lex bona eft, modo quis 
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O ſeek to 2 Anger utterly i is but z 
T Bravery of the Stoicks, we have better Ora- 
cles: Be angry, but fin not; let not the Sun go down 
upon your Anger. Anger muſt be limited 'and con- 
fined both in Race and Time. We will firſt ſpeak 
how the natural Inclination and Habit to be angry 
may be attempered and 'calmed. Secondly, How 
the particular Motions of Anger may be repreſſed, 
or at leaſt refrained from doing Miſchief. Thirdh, 
How to raiſe Anger, or appeaſe Anger in ano» 
ther. 

For the firſt, there is no other Way but to medi- 
tate and ruminate well upon the Effe&s of Anger, 
how it troubles Man's Life, and the beſt time tq 
do this is to look back upon Anger when the Fit is 
 throughly over. Seneca ſaith well, That Anger is like 
Ruin, which breaks it felf upon that it falls. The 
Scripture exhorteth us 10 poſſeſs our Souls in Patience; 

whoſoever is out of Patience, is out of Poſſeſſion of 
his Soul. Men muſt not turn Bees. 5 


— 2 — Animaſque in vulnere ponunt. 


. Anger is cording a Kind of Baſeneſs, as it ap- 
pears well in the Weakneſs of thoſe Subjects in 
whom it reigns, Children, Women, Old Folks, 
ſick Folks; only Men muſt beware that they carry 
their Anger rather with Scorn than with Fear, (0 
that they may ſeem rather to be above the Injury 
than below it, which is a thing calily done if a Man 
will ou Law to, himſelf ir in it. 
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For the ſecond Point; the Cauſes and Motives of 
Anger are chiefly three, firſt, to be too ſenſible of 
Hurt, for no Man is angry that feels not himſelf 
hurt, and therefore tender and delicate Perſons 
nuſt needs be often angry, they have ſo many things 
to trouble them Which more robuſt Natures have 
little Senſe of. The next is the Apprehenſion and 
Conſtruction of the Injury offered, to be in the Cir- 
cumſtances thereof full of Contempt, for Contempt 
is that which putteth an Edge upon Anger, as much 
or more than the Hurt it ſelf, and therefore when 
Men are ingenious in picking out Circumſtances of 
Contempt, they do kindle their Anger much. Laſt- 
ly, Opinion of the Touch of a Man's Repatation 
doth multiply and” ſharpen Anger, wherein the Re- 
medy is, that a Man ſhould have, as Gonſalyvo was 
wont to ſay, Telam honoris craſſiorem. But in all 
Refrainings of Anger, it is the beſt Remedy to win 
Time, and to 'make a Man's ſelf believe that the 
Opportunity of his Revenge is not yet come, but 
that he foreſees a Time for it, and ſo to ſtill him- 
ſelf in the mean time, and reſerve it. | 


— 


e; To contain Anger from Miſchief, tho' it take 
of Wl hold of a Man, there be two Things whereof you 
nuſt have ſpecial Caution, the one of extream Bit- 
terneſs of Words, eſpecially if they be aculeate and 
proper, for communia maledifta are nothing ſo much ; 
and again, that in Anger a Man reveal no Secrets, 
p- {Wor that makes him not fit for Society; the other, 
in ¶ that you do not peremptorily break off in any Buſi- 
Iks, WWocls in a Fit of Anger, but howſoever you ſhew 
try {Whitterneſs, do not act any thing that is not revo- 
r „ 
For raiſing and appeaſing Anger in another; it is 
lone chiefly by chuſing of Times, when 1 are 
rwardeſt and worſt diſpoſed, to incenſe them; 
gain, by gathering (as was touch'd before) all that 
ou can find out to aggravate the Contempt; 1 
I . et, N c e 
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the Two Remedies are by the Contraries ; the for. 
mer to take good Times when firſt to relate to: 
Man an angry Buſineſs, for the firſt Impremor is 
much; and the other is to ſever as much as may be 
the Conſtruction of the Injury from the Point of 
Contempt, imputing it to Miſunderſtanding, Feat, 


Paſſion, or what you will. 
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LII. Of Lande of E. 


Oolomon ſaith there is no new thing upon the Earth; 

I ſo that as Plato had an Imagination that al 
e was. but a Remembrance, io Solomon giveth 
his Sentence, that all Novelty is but Oblivion; whereby 
you may ſce that the River of Lethe runneth as well 
above Ground as below. There is an abſtruſe 


Aſtrologer that ſaith, I it were not for two Things e, 
that are conſtant (the one is, that the fixed Stars wrWext 
ftaud at like diſtance one from another, and never cone tha 
pearer together, nor go further aſunder ; the other, that as! 
the diurnal Motion perpetually keepeth Time) no Indivi- re: 
dual would laſt one {Sh Certain it is that the 
Matter is in a perpetual Flux, and never at a Stay Ol 
The great Winding-Sheets that bury all Things ten 
Oblivion are two, Deluges and Earthquakes. Ao 
for Conflagrations and great Droughts, they do not the 


merely diſpeople, 2 Phaeton's Car went 

at a Day; and the Three Years Draught in thi 
Time of Elias was bur particular, and left Peopk 
alive. As for the great Burnings by Lightning) 
which are often in the Meſt Indies, they are but 
narrow. But in the other Two Peſtructions, bf 
Deluge and Earthquakes, it is further to be noted 
that the Remnant of People which hap to be reſcr- 
ved are commonly ignorant aud mountainous ry 


* 


/ 


Of Viciſſitude of Things, I's 
ole, that can give no Account of the Time paſſ; ſo 
hat the Oblivion is all one as if none had been left. 
If you conſider well of the People of the Weſt Indies, 
it is very probable that they are a newer or younger 
people than the People of the Old World; and it is 
much more likely that the Deſtruction that hath 
heretofore been there was not by Earthquakes (as 
the Egyptian Prieſt told Solon concerning the Iſland 
of Atlantis, that it was ſwallowed by an Earthquake) 
but rather it was deſolated by a particular Deluge, 
for Earthquakes are feldom in thoſe Parts; but on 
the other ſide they have ſuch pouring Rivers, as the 
Rivers of Alia, and Ajrick, and Europe, are but Brooks 
th; to them; their Andes likewiſe, or Mountains, are 
al War higher than thoſe with us, whereby it ſeems that 


eth de Remnants of Generations of Men were in ſuch” 


eby WM: particular Deluge faved. As tor the Obſervation 
vel that Machiave! hath, that the Jealpuſy of Secs doth 
uſe nuch extinguiſh the Memory of Things, traducing 
ing WM Gr:cory the Great, that he did what in him lay to 
ver Mextinguiſh all Heathen Antiquitics, I do not find 
one that thoſe Zeals do any great Effects, nor laſt long, 


that es it appeared in the Succeſſion of Sabinian, who did 


vi- eerive the former Antiquities. 

them The Viciſſitude or Mutations in the ſuperior 
Globe are not fit Matter for this preſent Argument; 
it may be Plato's great Tear, if the World ſhould laſt 
lo long, would have ſome Effect, nor in renewing 
the State of like Individuals: (for that in the Fume 
ot thoſe. that conceive the Celeſtial Bodies have 
more accurate Influences upon theſe Things below 
than indeed they have) but in Grofs. Comets out 
vt queſtion have likewiſe Power and Effect over the 
broſs and Maſs of Things, but they are rather ga- 
ed upon, and waited upon in their Journey, than 


teciviſely obſerved in their Effects, eſpecially in their 
fer eſpective Effects, that is, what Kind of Comet for 


Magnitude, Colour, Verſion of the Beams, placing 
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in che Region of Heaven, or laſting, produceth 
what Kind of Effects. | 5 
There is a Toy which I have heard, and I would 
not have it given over, but waited upon a little; 
they ſay it is obſerved in the Low Countries (I know 
not in what Part) that every Five and Thirty Years 
the fame Kind and Suit of Years and Weathers come 
about again, as great Froſts, great Wet, great 
Droughts, warm Winters, Summers with little Heat, 
and the like, and they call it the Prime; it is a thing 
I do rather mention, becauſe computing backwards 
I have tound ſome Concurrence. 5 
But to leave theſe Points of Nature, and come to 
Men. The greateſt Viciſſitude of Things among 
Men is, the Viciſſitude of S:&s and Religions, for 
thoſe Orbs rule in Mens Minds moſt ; the true Re- 
lig ion is built upon the Rock, the reſt are toſt upon 
the Waves of Time. To ſpeak therefore of the 
Cauſes of new Sects, and to give ſome Counſel con- 
cerning them, as far as the Weakneſs of Human 
Judgment can give Stay to ſo great Revolutions. 
When the Religion formerly received is rent by 
Diſcords, and when the Holineſs of the Profeſſot 
of Religion is decayed, and full of Scandal, and 
withal the Times be ſtupid, ignorant, and barva- 
rous, you may doubt the ſpringing up of a new Sect; 
if then alſo there ſhould ariſe any extravagant and 
| ſtrange Spirit to make himſelf Author thereof, all 
which Points held when Mahomet publiſhed his Law. 
If a new Se& have not Two Properties fear it not 
for it will not ſpread, the one is the ſupplanting ot 
the oppoſing of Authority eſtabliſhed, for nothing 
is more popular than that; the other is, the giving 
Licenſe to Pleaſures and voluptuous Life; for as for 
ſpeculative Hereſies (ſuch as were in ancient Times 
the Arrians, and now the Arminians) tho they work 
mightily upon Mens Wits, yet they do not produce 
any great Alteration in States, except it be 11 
n | : | Help 
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help of Civil Occaſions. There be three manner of 


Of Viiſſtade of Things: 


th il paantations of new Sects, by the Power of Signs and 9 
Miracles, by the Eloquence and Wiſdom of Speech 3 
a nd Perſwaſion, and by the Sword; for Martyrdoms, 1 
e; lreckon them amongſt Miracles, becauſe they ſeem if 
vi excced the Strength of Human Nature; and I bY 
ats nay do the like of Superlative and Admirable Holi- 1 
me dels of Life. Surely there is no better way to ſtop bi 
cat the riſing of new Sects and Schiſms, than to reform 1 
a Abuſes, to compound the ſmaller Differences, to Þ 
ing proceed mildly, and not with Sanguinary Perſecuti- i 


ons, and rather to take off the principal Authors by 
winning and advancing them, than to enrage them 
to by violence and bitterneſs. HOT. 
ot 8 The Changes and Viciſſitude in Wars are many, 
for but chiefly in three things; In the Seats or Stages of 
Ne- te War, in the Weapons, and in the manner of the 
dong Conduct. Wars in ancient Time ſeem'd more to 
the nove from Eaſt to Weſt ; for the Perfians, Aſſyrianss 
on- Labians, Tartars (which are the Invaders) were all 
naußg kaſtern People. It is true, the Gauls were Weſtern, 
but we read but of two Incurſions of theirs, the one 
bye Galo-Gracia, the other to Rome: But Eaſt and 
Weſt have no certain Points of Heaven, and no 
and nore have the Wars either from the Eaſt or the Weſt 
ba- ay certainty of Obſervation: but North and South 
coir fix d, and it hath ſeldom or never been ſeen, that 
the far Southern People have invaded the Northern, 
but contrariwiſe ; whereby it is manifeſt, that the 
Northern Tra& of the World is in Nature the more 
nog artia! Religion; be it in reſpect of the Stars of 
tat Hemiſphere, or of the great Continents that 
12 Ware upon the North, whereas the South Part, for 
ought that is known, is almoſt all Sea; or (which is 
h moſt apparent) of the Cold of the Northern Parts, 
mc hich is that, which without Aid of | Diſcipline 
7OrK | . doth 
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doth make tlie Bodies hardeſt, and the Couragey 
warmeſt. „„ | | 

Upon the breaking and ſhivering of a great State 
and Empire, you may be ſure to have Wars: For 
great Empires, while they ſtand, do enervate and 
deſtroy the Forces of the Natives which they have 
ſubdued, reſting upon their own protecting Forces; 
and then when they fail alſo, all goes to Ruin, and 
they become a Prey. So was it in the decay of the 
Roman Empire; and likewiſe in the Empire of Almain, 
after Charles the Great, every Bird taking a Feather, Wl <0 
and were not mtilike to befall to Spain, if it ſhould 
break. The great Acceſſions and Unions of King- 
doms do likewiſe ftir np Wars. For when a State 
grows to an Qyver-power, it is like a great Flood 
that will be ſureto over-flow; as it hath been ſeen 
1n the States of Rome, Turkey, Spain, and others, 
Look when the World hath feweſt barbarous People, A 
but ſuch as commonly will not marry or generate; 
except they know Means to live; (as it is almoſt e- 
very where at this Day, except Tartary) there is no 
danger of Inundations of People; but when there 
de great Shoals of People which go on to populate 
without foreſceing Means of Life and Suſtentation, 
it is of neceſſity that once in an Age or two, they 
diſcharge a Portion of their People upon other Na- 
tions, which the ancient Northern People were wont 
to do by Lot, caſting Lot what Part ſhould ftay at 
| home, and what ſhould ſeek their Fortunes. When 
a warlike State grows ſoft and effeminate, the) 
may be ſure of a War, for commonly ſuch States are 
>rown rich in the time of their degenerating, and 
the Prey inv iteth, and their decay in Valour en- 

courageth a War. LW 1 
As for the Weapons, it hardly falleth under Rul 
and Obſervation ; yet we ſee even they have Returm 
and Viciſſitudes: For certain it is, that Ordnance 
e | Was 


5 of Vicſſitude of Things. „ 
vas known in the City of the Oxydrakes in India; 
and was that which the Macedonians call'd Thunder 
and Lightning, and Magick. And it was well known, 


that the uſe of Ordnance hath been in China above 


2000 Years. The Conditions of Weapons, and their 
Improvements, are; firit, the tetching afar off, for 
that out- runs the Panger, as it is ſeen in Ordinance 
and Muskets. Secondly, the Strength of the Percuſ- 
ſon, wherein reise Ordnance do exceed all Arie 
tations and ancient Inventions. The Third is, the 
commodious uſe of them; as that they may ſerve if 
all Weathers, that the Carriage may be light and 
manageable, and the like. 425 1 

For the Conduct of the War; at the firſt Men re- 


ſed extremely upon Number; they did put the Mars 


likewiſe upon main Force and Valour, pointing 
Days for pitch'd Fields, and ſo trying it out upon 
an even Match, and they were more ignorant in 


ranging and array ing their Battles. After they grew 


to reſt upon Number, rather Competent than Vaſt, 
they grew to Advantages of Place, cunning Diver- 
fions, and the like; and they grew more skilful in 
the ordering of their Battles. WE] 

In the. Youth of a State, Arms do flouriſh ; in the 
middle Age of a State, Learning; and then both of 
them together for a time: In the declining Age of a 
State, Mechanical Arts and Merchandize. Learning 
bath his Infancy, when it is but beginning, and al- 
noſt Childiſh ; then his Youth when it is Luxuriant 
and Juvenile, then his Strength of Years, when it is 
ſolid and reduC'd; and laſtly, his Old Age, when it 
waxeth dry and exhauſt : Bur it is not good to look 
too long upon theſe turning Wheels of Viciſſitude, 
eſt we ome SH0p As for the Philology of them, 
tzat is but a Circle of Tales, and therefore not fit 
for this Writing. 
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IIX. A Fragment of un Eſſay of Fame. 


A: HE Poets make Fame a Monſter : They de- 
1 ſcribe her in Part finely and elegantly; and in 
Part gravely and ſententiouſſy. They ſay, look how 
many Feathers ſhe hath, ſo many Eyes ſhe hath un- 
derneath ; ſo many Tongues, ſs many Voices, ſhe 
pricks up ſo many Ears. Has 
This is a Flouriſh; there follow excellent Parables; 
as that ſhe gathereth Strength in going, that ſhe go- 
eth upon the Ground, and yet hideth her Head in 
the Clouds; that in the Day-time ſhe ſitteth in a 
Watch-Tower, and flieth moſt by Night; that ſhe 
mingleth things done, with thihgs not done ; and 
that ſhe is a Terror to great Cities: But that which 

aſſeth all the reſt is, they do recount that the Earth, 
Liother of the Giants, that made War againſt Jupi- 
ter, and were by him deſtroy'd, thereupon, in An- 
Nad brought forth Fame: For certain it is, that 
. Rebels figur'd by the Giants and Seditious Fames, 
and Libels, are but Brothers and Siſters, Maſculine 
and Feminine: But now if a Man can tame this 
Monſter, and bring her to feed at the Hand, and 

overn her, and with her flie other ravening Fow!|, 
and kill them, it is ſomewhat worth: But we are 
Infected with the Style of the Poets. To ſpeak now 
in a ſad and ſerious manner: There is not in all the 

Politicks, a Place leſs handled, and more worthy to 
Þe handled, than this of Fame. We will therefore 
ſpeak of theſe Points. What are falſe Fames, and 
what are true Fames, and how they may be beſt dil- 
cerned, how Fames may be ſown and raiſed, how 
they may be ſpread and multiplied; and how they 
may be check'd and laid dead; and other things 
concerning the Nature of Fame. Fame is of that 
Force, as there is ſcarcely any great Action whey 


; 
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ir hath not a great Part, eſpecially in the War. 
Muciauns undid Vitellius by a Fame that he ſcatter'd, 


that Vitellius had in purpoſe to remove the Legions 
of Hria into Germany, and the Legions of Germany 


into Syria, whereupon the Legions of Syria were 
in Wifnicely inflam'd. Julius Cæſar took Pompey un- 
provided, and laid aſleep his Induſtry and Prepara- 
n- tions by a Fame that he cunningly gave out, how 
be cars own Soldiers lov'd him not, and being wea- 


ried with the Wars, and laden with the Spoils of 
es; NCaul, would forſake him as ſoon as he came into 
0- Wil. Livia ſettled all things for the Succeſſion of 
in ber Son Tiberius by continual giving out that her 
2 WHuband Auguſtus was upon Recovery and Amend- 
be nent. And it is an uſual thing with Baſhaws to 
' Wiconceal the Death of the great Tur“ from the Jani- 
aries and Men of War, to ſave the Sacking of Con- 
fantinople, and other Towns, as their Manner is. 
Themiſtocles made Xerxes King of Perſia poſt apace 
out of Gracia, by giving out that the Græcians had , 
a Purpoſe to break his Bridge of Ships which he had 
made athwart Helleſpont. There be a Thouſand 
ſuch like Examples, and the more they are the leſs 
they need to be repeated, becauſe a Man mecteth 
vith them every where; therefore let all wiſe Go- 
rernors have as great a Watch and Care over Fame 
is they have of the Actions and Deſigns themſelves. 


The ref? was not finiſhed. 


M | A civil 
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LX. A cjvil Character of Julius Cæſar. 


Ulius Ceſar was Partaker at firſt of an exerciſed 
Fortune, which turned to his Benefit, for it 
abated the Haughtineſs of his Spirit and whetted 
his Induſtry, he had a Mind turbulent in his Deſires 
and Affections, but in his Judgment and Under- 
ſtanding very ſerene and placid, and this appears 
by his eaſy Deliverances of himſelf, both in his 
Tranſactions and in his Speech, for no Man ever 
reſolved more ſwiftly or ſpake more perſpicuouſy 
and plainly, there was nothing forced or difficult in 
his Expreſſions; but in his Will and Appetite he 
was of that Condition, that he never reſted in thoſe 
Things he had gotten, bur ſtill thirſted and purſued 
after new, yet ſo that he would not ruſh into new 
Affairs raſhly, but ſettle and make an end of the: 
former before he attempted freſh Actions, ſo that 
he would put a ſeaſonable Period to all his Under- 
takings; and therefore tho he won many Battles 
in Spain, and weaned their Forces by degrees, yet 
he would not give over nor deſpiſe the Relicks of 
the Civil War there till he had ſeen All things com- 
poſed, but then as ſoon as that was done, and the 
State ſettled, inſtantly he advanced in his Expediti- 
on againſt the Parthians. 
He was, no doubt, of a very noble Mind, but yet 
ſuch as aim'd more at his particular Advancement 
than at many Merits for the Common Good, for he 
referred all things to himſelf, and was the true and 
perfect Center of all his Actions, by which means 
being ſo faſt tied to his Ends, he was ſtill proſper- 
ous, and prevailed in his Purpoſes, inſomuch that 
neither Country, nor Religion, nor good Turns 
done him, nor Kindred, nor Friendſhip, diverted 
his Appctite, nor bridled him from purſujng his 

own Ends; neither was he much inclined to'V * 
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of Perpetuity, for he eſtabliſhed nothing for the fu- 
ture, he founded no ſumptuous Buildings, he pro- 
tured to be enacted no wholſome Laws, but till 
minded himſelf, and ſo his Thoughts were confined 
within the Circle of his own Life ; he ſought indeed 
Alter Fame and Reputation, becauſe he thought they 
night be profitable to his Deſigns, otherwiſe in his 
inyard Thoughts he propounded to himſelf rather 
Abſoluteneſs of Power than Honour and Fame, for 
25 for Honour and Fame, he purſued not after them 
for themſelves, but becauſe they were the Inſtru- 
fly WM ments of Power and Greatneſs, and therefore he 
in Wl was carried on thro' a natural Inclination, nor by 
he WY any Rules that he had learn'd, to effect the ſole Re- 
oſe Wl eiment, and rather to enjoy the ſame than to ſeem 
ned WM worthy of it, and by this means he won much Re- 
ev WM putation amongſt the People, who are no Valuers of 
the MW true Worth, but amongſt the Nobility and Great 
hat I Men, who were tender of their own Honours, it 
ler- procured him no more than this, that he incurred 
tles the Brand of an ambitious and daring Man. 

yet Neither did they much err from the Truth who 
s of thought him ſo, for he was by Nature exceeding 
om- bold, and never did put on any Shew of Modeſty, 
the except it were for ſome Purpoſes, yet notwithitand- 
ing he ſo attemper'd his Boldneſs, that it neither 
impeach'd him of Raſhneſs, nor was burthenſome to 
Men, nor rendred his Nature ſuſpected, but was 
conceived to flow out of an innate Sincerity and 
kreeneſs of Behaviour, and the Nobility of his 


and WMBirth, and in all other Things he paſſed not for a 
can Mtratty and deceitful Perſon, but for an open-hearted 
per- lind plain dealing Man; and whereas he was indeed 
that gen Arch Politician, that could counterfeit and diſ- 


urn emble ſufficiently well, and was wholly compound- 
erted dof Frauds and Deceits, ſo that there was nothing 
5 Incere in him, but all artificial, yet he covered and 
Orks 


ſiguiſed himſelf ſo, that no ſuch Vices appeared to 
= 2 M 2 the 
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the Eyes of the World, but he was generally reputed 
to proceed plainly and uprightly with all Men; 
howbcit he did not ſtoop to any petty and mean 
Artifices, as they do which are ignorant in State 
Employments, and depend not ſo much upon the 
Strer:gth of their own Wits as upon the Counſels WM: 
and Brains ot others to ſupport their Authority, for 
he was skill d in the Turnings of all Human Affairs, MW 
and tranſacted all Matters, eſpecially thoſe of high WM 
Conſequence by himſelf, and not by others. | 
He was ſingularly skilful to avoid Envy, and Mt 
found it not impertinent to his Ends to decline that, Ml ' 
tho' it were with ſome Diminution of his Dignity; 
for aiming at a real Power, he was content to past 
by all vain Pomp and outward Shews of Power if i 
throughout his whole Lite, till at the laſt, whether 
high-flown with the continual Exerciſe. of Power, Mt 
or corrupted with Flatteries, he affected the Enſigus h 
of Power (the Stile and Diadem of a King) which F 
was the Bait that wrought his Overthrow. If 
This is true, that he harbour'd the Thoughts of a L 
Kingdom from his very Youth; and hereunto the! 
Example of Syla, and the Kindred of Marius, and 
his Emulation of Pompey, and the Corruption and 
Ambition of tne Times, did prick him forward; 
but then he pav'd his Way to a Kingdom ater a 
wonderful and ſtrange manner; as firſt, by a popu- 
lar and ſeditious Power, afterwards by a Military 
Power, and that of a General in War; for there 
was required to effect his Ends, firſt, that he ſhou! 
break the Power and Authority of the Senate, 
which, as long as it ſtood firm, was adverſe, and at 
Hindrance, that no Man could climb to Sovercignt 
and Imperial Command; then the Power of Caffe 
and Pompey was to be ſubdu'd and quell'd, whi 
could not be done otherwife than by Arms; and 
therefore (as the moſt cunning Contriver of bit 


on Fortune) he laid his firſt Foundation by Brides 
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1; Wl by corrupting the Courts of Juſtice, by renewing 
an Wl the Memory of Caius Marius, and his Party, for 
re WM noſt of the Senators and Nobility were of Syla's 
he Faction; by the Law of diſtributing the Fields a- 
<1; WT noagit the common People; by the Sedition of the 
for MW Tribunes, where he was the Author; by the Mad- 
irs, ness and Fury of Cataline and the Conſpirators, un- 
ich 0 which Action he ſecretly blew the Coals; by the 
Biniſument of Cicero, which was the grcateft Blow 
\nd WM to the Authority, of the Senate as might be, and ſe- 
nat, reral other the like Arts; but moſt of al! by the 
ty; Conjunction of Craſſus and Pompey, both betwixt 
pals themſelves and with him, which was the thing that 
wer Wl finiſhed the Work. 
her Having accompliſhed this Part he betook himſelf 
ver, to the other, which was to make uſe of and to enjoy 
ions bis Power, for being made Proconſul of France for 
nich Five Years, and afterwards continuing it for Five 
Tears more, he furniſhed himſelf with Arms and 
of a Legions, and the Power of a Warlike and Opulent 
the Province, as was formidable to Itah). 
and Neither was he ignorant, that after he had 
trengthen'd himſelf with Arms and a Military Pow- 
er, neither Craſſus nor Pompey could ever be able to 
bear up againſt him, whereof the one truſted to his 


opu-{Mgrccat Riches, the other to his Fame and Reputati- 
itaryſ on, the one decayed thro' Age, the other in Power 
there nd Authority, and neither of them were grounded 


upon true and laſting Foundations, and the rather, 
for that he had obliged all the Senators and Magi- 


id ai trates, and in a word, all thoſe that had any Power 
ignyW the Commonwealth, ſo firmly to himſelf with 
vaſſufbrivate Benefits, that he was fearleſs of any Combi- 


nation or Oppoſition againſt his Deſigns till he had 
openly invaded the Imperial Power. 

Which Things tho' he always bate in his Mind, 
ind at the laſt acted it, yet he did not lay dawn his 
mer Perſon, but coloured things ſo, that what 
3 Wit 
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with the Reaſonableneſs of his Demands, what with 
his Pretences of Peace, and what with the mode- 
rate Uſe of his Succeſſes, he turned all the Envy of 
the adverſe Party, and ſeemed to take up Arms up- 
on Neceſſity, for his own Preſervation and Safety; 
but the Falſeneſs of this Pretence manifeſtly appeat- the 
ed, inaſmuch as ſoon after having obtain'd the Re- Ar 
gal Power, all Civil War being appeaſed, and all te 
his Rivals and Oppoſers, which might put him to fe. 
any Fear, being removed out of the Way by the the 
Stroke of Death, notwithſtanding he never thought bb. 
of reſigning the Republick, no, nor ever made any 
Shew or Offer of reſigning the ſame, which ſhewedM«*! 
plainly that his Ambition of being a King was ſet- - 
tled in him, and remained with him unto his latMf! 
Breath, for he did not lay hold upon Occaſions 28 le 
they happened, but moulded and formed the Occa-WM"!) 
fions as himſelf pleaſed. Tis 0 
His chief Abilities conſiſted in Martial Know- in 
ledge, in which he ſo excelled, that he could not 0 
only lead an Army, but mould an Army to his own 7 
Liking for he was not more skilful in managing in 
Affairs than in winning of Hearts, neither did he 
effect this by any ordinary Diſcipline, as by inuring Ide 
them to fulfil all his Commands, or by ſtriking 4 
Shame into them to diſobey, or by carrying a ſe- & 
vere Hand over them, but by ſuch a Way as did 
wonderfully ſtir up an Alacrity and Chearfulneſs in 
them, and did in a ſort aſſure him of the Victory lt. 
aforehand, and which did oblige the Soldier to him, 
more than was fit for a free Eſtate; now whereas 
he was vers'd in all Kinds of Martial Knowledge, WW ® 
and joined Civil Arts with the Arts of War, n0- nt 
thing came ſo ſuddenly or ſo unlook'd for upon 
him for which he had not a Remedy at hand, and 
nothing was ſo averſe but that he could pick ſome- 
thing tor his Turn and Benefit out of it. {1 
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He ſtood ſufficiently upon his State and Great- 
gels, for in great Battels he would fit at Home in 
the head Quarter, and manage all Things by Meſ- 
ages, which wrought him a double Benefit; firſt, 
that it ſecured his Perſon more, and expoſed him 
the leſs to Danger; ſecondly, that it at any time his 
Army was worſted, he could put new Spirit into 
them with his own Preſence, and the Addition of 
feſh Forces, and turn the Fortune of the Day; in 
the conducting of his Wars he would not only fol- 
bw former Precedents, but he was able to deviſe 
nd purſue new Stratagems, according as the Acci- 
dents and Occaſions required. 

He was conſtant, and ſingularly kind and indul- 
gent in his Friendſhips contracted, notwithſtanding 
he made choice of ſuch Friends, as a Man might ea- 
fly ſee that he choſe them rather to be Inſtruments 
to his Ends than for any good Will towards them; 
and whereas by Nature, and out of a firm Reſolu- 
tion, he adhered to this Principle, not to be eminent 
amongit great and deſerving Men, but to be Chief 
amongſt Inferiors and Vaſlals, he chaſe only mean 
and active Men, and ſuch as to whom himſelf might 
de allin all; and hereupon grew that Saying, So /et 
Cxſar live, tho I die, and other Speeches of that 
Kind ; as for the Nobility, and thoſe that were his 
Pcers, he contracted Friendſhip with ſuch of them 
as might be uſeful to him, and admitted none to 
his Cabinet Council but thoſe that had their For- 
tunes wholly depending upon him. 

He was moderately furniſhed with good Litera- 
ture, and the Arts, but in ſuch ſort, as he applied 


bis Skill therein to Civil Policy, for he was well 


rad in Hiſtory, and was expert in Rhetorick and 
the Art of Speaking ; and becauſe he attributed 
nuch to his good Stars, he would pretend more 
han an ordinary Knowledge in Aſtronomy; as for 


M 4 Elo- 


\% 


bed with Paſſions, clear and well ordered, whic 


Strength, 0 he was in the Strength of the Mind in 
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Eloquence and a prompt Elocution, that was natu- 
ra! to him, and pure. 

He was diſſolute, and propenſe to Voluptuouſnch 
and Pleaſures, which ſerved well at firſt for a Core 
to his Ambition, for no Man would imagine that 

a Man to looily given could harbour any ambiriou 


Sy vaſt Thoughts in his Heart; notwithſtanding 


he {o governed his Pleaſures, that they were no Hin. 
drance either to his Profit or to his Buſineſs, and 
they did rather whet than dull the Vigour of his 


Mind; he was temperate at his Meals, free from 


Niceneſs and Curioſity in his Luſt, pleaſant and 
magnificent at publick Interludes. 

Thus being accompliſhed, the ſame thing was the 
Means of his Downfall at laſt, which in his Begin- 
nings was a Step to his Riſe, I mean his Affectation 
of Popularity, tor nothing is more popular than to 
forgive our Enemies, thro' which, either Virtue or 


Cunning) he loſt his Life. 


i 


IXI. 4 civil Character of Auguſtus Ceſar 


Uguſtus Cafar if ever any mortal Man) was 
endued with a Greatneſs of Mind, undiſtur 


is evidenced by the high Atchievements which | 
performed in his early Youth ; for thoſe Perſon: 
which are of a turbulent Nature or Appetite de 
commonly pals their Youth in many Errors, ant 
about their middle, and then, and not before, the 
ſhew forth their Perfections; but thoſe that are 0 
a ſedate and cam Nature may be ripe for greif 
and glorious Actions in their Youth ; and whered 
the Faculties of the Mind, no leſs than the Part 
and Members of the Body, do conſiſt and tio urit 
in a good Temper of. Health, and Beauty, ant 


terid 
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ferior to his Uncle Julius, but in the Health and 
Beauty of the Mind ſuperior; for Julius being of 
an unquiet and uncompoſed Spirit (as thoſe who 
are troubled with the Falling-Sickneſs for the moſt 
part are) notwithitanding he carried on his own 
Ends with much Moderation and Diſcretion, but 
he did not order his Ends well, propounding to 


mortal Man; but Auguſtus, as a Man ſober, and 
mindful of his Mortality, ſeemed to propound no 
other Ends to himſelf than ſuch as were orderly and 
well weighed, and governed by Reaſon; for firſt he 
was deſirous indeed to have the Rule and Princi- 
pality in his Hands, then he ſought to appear wor- 
thy of that Power which he ſhould acquire, next, to 
enjoy an high Place, he accounted but a tranſitory 
thing; laſtly, he endeavoured to do ſuch Actions 
as might continue his Memory, and leave an Im- 
preſſion of his good Government to after Ages; 
and therefore in the beginning of his Age he affect- 
ed Power, in the middle of his Age Honour and 
Dignity, in the Decline of his Years Eaſe and Plea- 
ſure, and in the End of his Life he was wholly bent 
to Memory and Poſterity. TE 


himſelf vaſt and high Deſigns, above the reach of a 
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N Deliberatives the Point is, what is Good and 
what is Evil, and of Good what is greater, and 
of Evil what 1s 47 


So that the Perſuader's Labour is to make things 
appear good or evil, and that in a higher or lower 


Degree, which as it may be performed by true and 


ſolid Reaſons, ſo it may be repreſented alſo by Co- 
loars, Popularities, and Circumſtances, which are 


of {ſuch Force, as they ſway the ordinary Judgment 


either of a weak Man or of a wiſe Man, not fully 
and conſiderately attending and pondering the 
Matter; beſides their Power to alter the Nature of 
the Subject in Appearance, and ſo to lead to Error, 
they are of no leſs Uſe to quicken and ſtrengthen 
the Opinions and Perſuaſions which are true; for 
Reaſons plainly delivered, and always after one 
manner, eſpecially with fine and faſtidious Minds, 
enter but heavily and dully; whereas if they be va- 
tied, and have more Life and Vigour put into them 
by t theſe Forms and Inſinuations, they cauſe a 
lronger Apprehenſion, and many times ſuddenly 
vin the Mind to a Reſolution. Laſtly; to make a 
true and ſafe Judgment, nothing can be of greater 
Uſe and Defence to the Mind than the Diſcovery 
and Reprehenſion of theſe Colours, ſhewing in what 
(ates they hold, and in what they deceive, which 
as 1t cannot be done but out of a very univerſal 
nnowledge of the Nature of Things, ſo being per- 
ormed; it ſo cleareth Man's Judgment and Electi- 
on, as it is the leſs apt to ſlide into any Error. 
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Capita Sectionum, quæ in bunt maligue colorum 
Tabula continentur. 


1. Vl cetera partes, vel ſecta, ſecundas unauimitet 
deferunt, cum fingule principatum fibi vendicent, 
g 00 reliquis videtur. Nam primus quæque ex el 
videtur ſumere ſecundus autem ex vero merito 
tribuere. 
2. Cu jus excellentia, vel exuperantia melior; id toto 
genere melius. 
3. Quod ad veritatem refertur, majus e, quam quod 
5 opinionemt. Modus autem & probatio 7 quod ad 
opinionem pertinet, hæc eff: Quod quis, fi clam pu- 
taret forte, facturus non eſſet. 


4. Quod rem integram ſervat, bonum | Quod 2 


receptu eſt, malum; nam ſe recipere non poſſe, impo- 
tentiæ genus eft ; potentia autem bonum. 

5. Quod ex pluribus conſtat, & divifibilibus, eſt ma- 
jus quam quod ex paucieribus, & magis unnm: nan 
omnia, per partes confiderata, majora videntur; quare 
& pluralitas partium magnitudinem pre ſe fert. For- 
tins autem operatur pluralitas partium, fi ordo ahſit: 


nam inducit fimilitudinem infiniti, & impedit compre- 


* ſonem. 
6. Cujus privatio bona, malum : cu jus privatio ma- 
la, 8 


Te Quod bono vicinum, bonum : quod a bono remo- 
tum, malum. 


8. Quad 


h | 

8. Ouod quis culpa ſua contraxit, majus malum : 
und ab externis imponitur, minus malum. 

180 g. Qed opera & virtute noſtra partum eſt, majus 

8 Tap 5 quod ab alieno beneficio, vel ab indulgentia 


18 firtune, delatum eſt, minus bonum. 
* 10. Gradus e g major videtur, uam gradus 
iminutionis; rurſus gradus inceptionis major vide- 


tur, quam gradus incrementi. 
um 11. Quod laudant homines & celebrant, bonum; quod 
dimperant & reprehendunt, malum. 
12. Quod etiam ab inimicis laudatur, magnum bo- 
mum; quod vero ab amicis repreheaditur , maguum 
naſum, 


The 


RE II SE Ce Ed | 
. 
TTT 
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The Heads of the Sections of the Table of the 
Colours of Good and Evil, rendred into Engliſ, 
are as follow. 


| j a all Parties or Sets challenge the Prehe- 

minence of the firſt Place to themſelves, that to 
which all the reſt with one Conſent give the ſecond Place, 
ſeems to be better than the others; for every one ſeems to 


take the firſt Place out of Zeal to it ſelf, but to give the 


ſecond where it is really due. > 
; | | f G 
2. That Kind is altogether beſt whoſe Excellence or 
Preheminence is beſt. | . 
3: That which hath a relation to Truth is greater” 
than that which refers to Opinion; but the Meaſure and 
Trial of that which belongs to Opinion is this, it is that 
which a Man would not do if he thought it would not be 
known. | | th 
4. That which keeps a Matter ſafe and entire is good. 
but what is deſtitute and unprovided of Retreat is bad WW" 
for whereas all Ability of ating is good, not to be abi) 


to withdraw ones ſelf is a Kind of Impotency. 
J. That which conſiſts of more Parts, aud thoſe divi 


fible, is greater, and more one, than what is made uf 0 
fewer; for all Things when they are looked upon piece 


meal ſeem greater, when alſo a Plurality of Parts "1 
1 5 a 7 


6 She of a Bulk confider able ; which a Plurality of 
Parts effefts more ſtrongly if they be in no certain Order, 


Fo fir it then reſembles an Infiaity, and hinders the com- 

88 prebending of them. 

+ 6. That whoſe Privation (or the want of which) is 

* pd, is in it ſelf evil; that whoſe Privation (or the 
want whereof ) is an evil, is in it ſelf good. 

the 


7. What is near to Good is good; what is at diſtance 
ſum Good is evil. | 


liſh, 


8. That which a Man hath procured by his own De- 


ehe- but is a greater Miſchief (or Evil) that which is laid 
t % Na him by others is a leſſer Evil, 

ace, | 

1 10% 9 That which is gotten by our own Pains and Indu- 
the %% is greater Good, that which comes by another Man's 


6% W or the Indulgence of Fortune, is a leſſer 

00d, | | 

ce or 
10. The Degree of Privation ſeems greater than the 

Degree of Diminution z and again, the Degree of In- 

option (or beginning) ſeems greater than the Degree of 

Increaſe. e 


eater 
> and 
that | | 
w0t be 11. That which Men commend and celebrate is good, 


that which they diſpraiſe and reprehend is evil. 


good 
bad 
> able 


12. That which draws Commendation even from Ene- 
mes 15 a great Good, but that which is reprehended even 
Friends is a great Evil, © 


N A Table 


—— ˙ a — ge 
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4 Table of the Colours (or Appearances) of 
Good and Evil; and their Degrees, 4s Places 

of Perſuaſion and Diſſuaſion, and their ſeveral 

Fallaxes, and the Elenchs of them: 


F Ul c#terz Partes, vel Sectæ, ſecundas unani- 
| miter defcrunt, cum ſingulæ principatum fibi 
ſendicent, Melior reliquis videtur. - Nam primas 
quzque ex zelo videtur ſumere; ſecundas autem ex 
rero & merito tribuere. That is, 133 


Gice all Parties; or Sects, challenge the Preheminence of 
the firſt Place to themſelves; that, to which all the 
reft with one Conſent give the ſecond Place, ſeems to 
be better than the others: For every one ſeems to take 
the firſt Place out of Zeal to it ſelf, but to give the 


ſecond where it is really due. 
O Cicero went about to prove the Sect of Aca- 
& demicks, which ſuſpended all Aſſeveration, for 
> to be the beſt; For, ſaith he, ask aStoick; which 
Philoſophy 7s true, he will prefer his own ; then 
le him, which approacheth (next) the Truth, he will 
mfeſs the Academic ks. So deal with the Epicure, that 
il ſcant endure the Stoick to be in fight of him ; ſo ſoon 
he bath plac'd himſelf, he will place th: Academicks 
ext him. : | 
S if a Prince took divers Competitors to a Place, 
nd examin'd them ſeverally, whom next themſelves 
Icy would chiefly commend ; it were like the ableſt 
lan ſhould have the moſt ſecond Voices. | 
The Fallax of this Colour happeneth oft in reſpect 
Envy; for Men are accuſtom'd, after themſelves, 
u their own Faſhion, to incline unto them which 
e 


2 A Table of the Colours 
are ſofteſt, and are leaſt in- their way, in diſpight 
and derogation of them, that hold them hardeſt to 
it. So that this Colour of Meliority and Prehemi— 


nence is a Sign of Enervation and Weakneſs. 


2. Cujms excellentia, vel exuperantia Melior; id toto 
genere Melius, That 13, 


That Kind is altogetaer beſt, whoſe Excellence, 0 
Preheminence is beſt. | | | 


Ppertaining to this are the Forms: Let us un 
A wander in Generalities. Let us compare Parti 
cular with Particular, &c. This Appearance, thous 
it ſeem of. Strength rather Logical than Rhetorica 
yet is very oft a Fallax. 0 1 
Sometimes; becauſe ſome Things are in Kind vc 
ry caſual, which if they eſcape, prove excellent; { 
that the Kind is inferior, becauſe it is ſo ſubjectt 
Peril ; but that which 1s excellent, being prov'd, 


ſuperior. As the Bloſſom of March, and the Boi 
ſom of May, whereof the French Verſe goeth: pl 
Burgeon de Mars, enfans de Pars, 0 


Si un eſchape, bien vaut dix. 


So that the Bloſſom of May is generally better th: 
the Bloſſom of March; and yet the beſt Bloſſom 
March is better than the beſt Bloſſom of May. 
Sometimes; becauſe the Nature of ſome Kinds 
to be more equal, and more ind ifferent, and not 
have very diſtant Degrees, as hath been noted in 
warmer Climates, the People are generally more v 
but in the Northern Climate, the Wits of chief 
greater. So in many Armies, if the Matter ſhould 
try'd by Duel between two Champions, the Vide 
ſhould go on the one fide; and yet, if it were ti 


by the grols, it would go on the other ſide ; — 8 
. cellend 


© Good and Evil. 3 


zur cellencies go as it were by Chance, but Kinds go 
10 WF þj-a more certain Nature, as by Diſcipline in War. 
mi- Laſtly, many Kinds have much refuſe, which coun- 

tervail that which they have excellent; and there- 
fore generally Metal is more precious than Stone, 
10:08 and yet a Diamond is more precious than Geld. 


* ” * a - 
r „ = 
3 2 =_ 
: or * i 


£ las +: 94 DID — . 
q * 


N 
A = — 


+, LS 
2 


7 5 
ö ͤ II edn — 
r * — — 0 


— — 


1 wr 


RRR 
. 
46>. a — 


3. Quod ad Veritatem refertur, Majus eſt quam 77 ad 
122 Modus autem Q probatio e jus, quod ad 
Opinionem pertinet, hac eſt: Quod quis, ſi clam 
putaret fore, facturus non eflet, This is, 
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That which hath relation to Truth, is greater than 
oy which refers to Opinion: But the Meaſure, 
Tryal of that which belongs to Opinion is 

hi It is that. which a Mau would not do, if he 


on thought i it would not be knows. 

x7 

ct O the Epicures lay to the Stoicks, Felicity plac'd 
'd, in Virtue, that it is like the Felicity of a Player, 


Blot who, if he were left of his Auditors, and their Ap- 
plauſe, would ſtreight be out of Heart and Counte- 
nance; and therefore they call Virtue, bonum theatrale; 
that 1 is, a Stage good. Bur of Riches the Poet ſaith, 

; : Populus me fibulat, 

T thi At mihi plaudo e. 


Me People hiſs abroad, 
But 1 my ſelf applaud. / 


And of Pleaſure: 


Grata ſub imo 
Gandia corde premens, vultue fimulato Pudorem : i, e. 


© Your welcome Joys within let ſtifled lie, 
** But counterfeit abroad a Modeſty. 


” By A Tuble of the Colours 
The Flax of this Colour is ſomewhat ſubtil, 
though the Anſwer to the Example be ready; For 
Virtue is not choſen propter auram popularem, for the 
Applauſe of People; but contrariwiſe, Maxime om- 
nium teipſum reverere, a Man onght to ſtand moſt in 
Awe of himſelf; ſo as a virtuous Man will be Vir- 
tuous in ſolitudine, in a Deſart, and not only in the- 
atro, upon the Stage: though percaſe it will be more 
ſtrong. by Glory and Fame, as an Heat which is 
doubled by Reffection. But that denieth the Suppo- 
ſition, it doth reprehend the Fallax, whercof the 
Reprehenſion is a Law, that Virtue (ſuch as is join- 
ed with Labour and Conflict) would not be choſen, 
but for Fame and Opinion; yet it followeth not, 
that the chief Motive of the Election ſhould not be 
real, and for it ſelf; for Fame may be only cauſa 
impulſiva, the impelling or urging Cauſe, and not 


cauſa conſtituens, or efficiens, the conſtituting, or eff ( 
cient Canſeg as if there were two Horſes, and the 0 
one would do better without the Spur than the! 
other: but again, the other with the Spur would t 
far exceed the doing of the former, giving him the ſ 
Spur alſo; yet the latter will be judged to be the A 
better Horſe; and the Form, as to ſay, Tub, tbM< 
Life of this Horſe is but in the Spur, will not ſerve as C 
to a wiſe Judgment; for ſince the ordinary Inſtru 
ment of Horſemanſhip is the Spur, and that it is no“ 
matter of Impediment or Burthen, the Horſe is not“ 
to be accounted the leſs of, which will not do well 
without the Spur, but the other is to be reckond T 
rather a Delicacy, than a Virtue. So Glory and Ju 
Honour are the Spurs to Virtue; and although a 
Virtue would languith without them, yer ſince they 
be always at hand to attend Virtne, Virtue is no \ 
ſaid to be the leſs choſen for it ſelf, becauſe it need y 
ed the Spur of Fame and Reputation. And there N 
fare that Poſition, Nota ejus rei, quod propter Opini " 
onem, & nn propter veritatem eligitur, hac eſt ; 204 k 


quy | 
5 


, Good and Evil. 5 
quis, | clam putaret fore, facturus non efſet ; (That is, 
thar the Mark of a Thing choſen for Opinion, and 
not for Truth-ſake, is this, that one would nor 
do it if he thought it would not be known, ) is re- 
4 Quod rem integram ſervat, Bonum: quod fine recep- 
iu eſt, Malum. Nam ſe recipere non poſſe, impotentie 


pre genus eſtx potentia autem Bonum: That is, 

18 | 2 0 a s : » . 
0. MW That which keeps a Matter ſafe and entire, is Good: 
the but what 1s deſtitute, and unprovided of a Re- 
115 treat, is. Bad. For whereas all Ability of acting 


ſen is Good, not to be able to withdraw ones ſelf, 
not is a kind of Impotency. | | 


b 
or IEreof AÆſop fram'd the Fable of the two Frogs 
not that conſulted together in the time of Drought, 


eff- (ehen many Plaſhes that they had repair'd to were 
the cry.) what was to be done; and the one propounded 
the o go down into a deep Well, becauſe it was like 
ould the Water would not fail there; bur the other an- 
the ſvered, Tea, but if it do fail, how ſhall we get up again? 
then And the Reaſon is, that Human Actions are ſo un- 
„the certain and ſubject to Perils, as that ſeemeth the beſt 
ve ay Courſe, which had moſt Paſſages out of it. Apper- 
ſtru-baining to this Perſuaſion, the Forms are, Ion ſhall en- 
is no Lege your ſelf : on the other ſide, Tantum, quantum 
« nor e, ſumes ex fortuna, i. e. Take what Lot you 
well will; or you ſhall keep the Matter in your own Hand. 
kon'd The Reprehenſion of it is, that preceeding and re- 
/ and ſolving in all Actions is neceſſary: For as he ſaith well, 
jough Mt to reſolve, is to reſolve; and many times it breeds 
they many Neceſſities, and engageth as far in ſome 
is no echer ſort, as to reſolve; ſo it is but the covetous 
need Man's Diſeaſe tranſlated in Power, for the covetous 
there Man will enjoy nothing, becauſe he will have his 
Opini full Store, and poſſibility to enjoy the more; ſo by 
Qual this Reaſon, a Man ſhould execute nothing, becauſe 
quis he ſhould be ſill indifferent, and at Liberty to ex- 
, N4 ecute 
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6 A able of the Colours 


ecute any thing; beſides Neceſſity and this ſame 
Jada eſt alea, or once having caſt the Dice, hath 
many times an Advantage; becauſe it awaketh the 
Powers of the Mind, and ſtrengthneth Endeavour, 
(Cateris pares, neceſſitate certe l which 
are able. to deal with any others, but maſter theſe 
upon Neceffity. be” rnd 
5. Quod ex pluribus conſtat, & diviſibilibus, eſt majus 
quam quod ex paucioribus, & magis Unum : nam on- 
nia, per partes conſiderata, majora videntur; quare 
& pluralitas partium Magnitudinem | pre ſe fert. 
Fortius autem operatur Pluralitas partium, fi Ordo 
abſit: nam inducit ſimilitudinem Infiniti, & impedit 
compre henſionem: That is, 


„ 


| 

| 

| ( 

That which conſiſts of more Parts, and thoſe Divi-. 
ble, is greater, and more One, than what is made 
up of fewer; for all things, when they are look d 
upon Piece - meal, ſeem greater; whence alſo a plu-Wilf t 
rality of Parts make ſhew of a Bulk conſide rable, x 
which a Plurality of Parts effects more ſttongly, i 
they be in no certain Order, for it then reſemble { 
an Iafinity, and hinders the comprehending of them f 
1HIS Colour ſeemeth palpable; for it is not t 


Plurality of Parts, without Majority of Parts 
that maketh the Total greater; yet nevertheleſs, i v 
often carries the Mind away, yea, it deceiveth thei 4: 
Senſe, as it ſeemeth to the Eye a ſhorter diſtance oil 
way, if it be all dead and continu'd, than if it ha 
Trees, or Buildings, or any other Marks, whereby H 
the Eye may divide it: Sg when a great-money H 
Man hath divided his Cheſts, and Coins, and Bag fe. 
he ſcemeth to himſelf richer than he was. And (c: 
therefore the way to amplify any thing is to breag di 
it, and to make Anatomy of it in ſeveral Parts, and ti 
examine it according to ſeveral Circumſtances. Ant 
this maketh the greater ſhew, if it he done withol 
Order, for Confuſion maketh things muſter mor! 
And beſides, what is {et down Dy Order and Diviſ 


of Good. and Evil. 7 
on, doth demonſtrate that nothing is left out or o- 
mitted, but all is there; whereas, if it be without 
Order, both the Mind comprehendeth leſs that 
which is ſet down, and beſides it leaveth a Suſpicion, 
c if more might be ſaid than is expreſs'd. | 

This Colour deceiveth, if the Mind of him that 
js to be perſwaded, do of it ſelf over conceive or pre- 
judge of the Grearneſs of any thing, for then the break- 
ing of it will make it ſeem 4%, becauſe it makes it to 
appear more according to the T:uth; and therefore 
ita Man be in Sickneſs or Pain, the time will ſcem 
longer without a Clock or Hourglaſs, than with it; for 
the Mind doth value every Moment, and then the Hour 
doth rather ſum up the Moments than divide the Day. 


So in a dead Plain the way ſeemeth the longer, becauſe 


the Eye hath pre- conceiv'd it /horter, than the truth: 
and the fruſtrating of that maketh it ſeem longer 
than the truth; therefore if any Man have an over- 
great Opinion of any thing, then if another think, b 
breaking it into ſeveral Confiderations, he ſhall make it 
ſeem greater to him, he will be deceiv'd ; and there- 
fore in ſuch Caſes, it is not ſafe to diyide, but to ex- 
tol the entire ſtill in general. © i 

Another Caſe, wherein this Colour deceiveth, is, 
when the Matter broken, or divided, is not comprehen- 
dd by the Senſe, or made at once in reſpect of the di- 
ftrafing or ſcattering of it: and being entire and not 
divided, 1s comprehended. As an Hundred Pounds in 
Heaps of five Pounds will ſhew more than in one groſs 
Heap; ſo as the Heaps be all upon one Table to be 
ſcen at once, otherwiſe not; as Flowers growing 
ſcatter'd in divers Beds, will ſhew more, than if they 
did grow in one Bed, ſo as all thoſe Beds be within 2 
Plot, that they be object to view ar once ; otherwiie 
not. And therefore Men, whoſe Living !ycth together 
in one Shire, are commonly counted greater landed, 
than thoſe whoſe Livings are diſpers'd, though it 
be more; becauſe of the Notice and Comprehenſion. 


8 A Table of the Colours 
A third Caſe wherein this Colour deceiveth, which 
Is not ſo properly a Caſe or Reprehenſion, as it is a 
eounter Colour, being in effect as large as the Colour 
it ſelf is, Omnis compoſitio indigentia cujuſdam videtur 
efſe particeps. That every Compoſition ſeems to par- 
take of a certain Want; becauſe, if one thing would 
ſerve the Turn, it were ever beſt; but it is the De- 
Jedi and Imperfection of things that hath brought in 
that help to piece them up; as it is ſaid, * Martha, 

Martha, attendis ad plurima, unum 
Luke 10. 41, 42. ſyfſicit : that is, Martha, Martha, 
2 thou art troubled about many 
things; one thing is ſufficient: So likewiſe hereup- 
on Aſſop fram'd the Fable of the Fox and the Cat; 
wherein the Fox bragg'd, what a Number of Shifts 
and Devices he had, to get from the Hounds ; and 
the Cat {aid he had but one, which was to climb a 
*Free; which in Proof was better worth than all 
the reſt, whereof the Proverb grew, 


Multa novit Vulpes, ſed Felis unum maguum. 


Reynard the Hounds to {cape had Shifts not ſmall, 
Grimalkin only 'one, as good as all. | 


And in the Moral of this Fable, it comes like wiſe to 
paſs, that @ good ſure Friend is a better help at a Pinch, 
than all the Stratagems and Policies of Man's own Wit: 
So it falleth out to be a common Error in Negotiating, 
whereas Men have many Reaſons to induce or. per 
ſwade, they ſtrive commonly to utter, and uſe them 
all at once, which weakneth them; for it argueth, 4s 
was ſaid, a needineſs in every of the Reaſons by it 
ſelf, as if one did not truſt to any of them, but fed 
from one to another, helping himſelf only with tha 


Et que non proſunt ſingula, multa juvant. 


And what help'd not alone before, 
Doth help full well, when joyn'd with more, | 
| 7 Indee. 


ch Indeed in a ſet Speech in an Aſſembly it is ex- 
a pected a Man ſhould uſe all his Reaſons in the Caſe 
ur be handleth, but in private Perſuaſions it is always 
tur a great Error. | 15 5 

ar- 4 fourth Caſe wherein this Colour may be repre- 
ald Wt hended, is in reſpect of that ſame, vis unita fortior, 
D- e acknowledg'd Strength of an united Power, ac- 


tin Wl cording to the Tale of the French King, who when 
h, the Emperor's Ambaſſador had recited his Maſter's 
num Stile at large, which conſiſteth of many Countries 
ha, and Dominions, the French King willed his Chan- 
any cellor, or other Miniſter, to repeat over France as 
up- nany times as the other had recited the ſeveral Do- 
Dat; minions, intending it was equivalent with them all, 
hifts and more compacted and united. if: ery Jr es 
and There 1s alſo appertaining to this Colour another 
nb 2 Ml Point, why breaking of a thing doth help it, not by 


way of adding a Shew of Magnitude unto it, but a 
Note of Excellency and Rarity, whereof the Forms 
are, where you ſhall find ſuch a Concurrence ; great, but 
wt compleat ; for it ſeems a leſs Work of Nature or 


1 all 


mall, MW fortune to make any thing in his Kind greater than 
| ordinary than to make a ſtrange Compoſition ; yet 
if it be narrowly conſidered, this Colour will be-re- 
iſe to prehended or encounter'd by imputing to all Excel- 
Pinch WM lences in Compoſitions a Kind of Poverty, or (at 
Wit: kaaſt) a Caſualty, or Jeopardy ; far from that which 
ating is excellent in Greatneſs ſomewhat may bs taken, 
r. per- or there may be a Decay, and yet ſufficient left; 
them but from that which hath his Price in Compoſition, 
th, if you take away any thing, or any Part do fail, all 
by it Diſgrace. : 1 3 


it fed 


6. Cujus privatio bona, malum : cujus privatiq ma- 
h that 85 


li, bonum. This is, $f 
That whoſe Privation (or the want of which) is 
good, is in it ſelf evil; that whoſe Privation (or the 


vant thereof) is an Evil, is in it ſelf good. 


10 A Table of the Colours 
The Forms to make it conceiv'd, that that was 
evil which is chang'd for the better, are, He that is 
in Hell thinks there is no Heaven. Satis quercus, 
Acorns were good till Bread was found, &c. and on 
the other ſide, the Forms to make it conceiv'd, that 
that was good which was chang'd for the worſe, are, 
Bona magis carendo quam fruendo . that is, 
we underſtand the Goodneſs of things more by 
wanting than enjoying N Bona a ter go formoſiſi- 
mn, 1. e. good things never appear in their full Beau- 
ty till they turn their Back, and be going away, Ce. 
The Reprehenſion of this Colour is, that the Good 
or Evil which is removed may be eſteemed good or 
evil comparatively, and not poſitively or {imply ; ſo 
that if the Privation be good, it follows not that the 
former Condition was evil, but leſs good ; for the 
Flower or Bloſſom is a poſitive Good, altho' the Re- 
move of it, to give place to the Fruit, be a com- 
parative Good; ſo in the Fable of AÆAſop, when the 
Old-fainting Man in the Heat of the Day caſt down 
his Burthen, and called for Death, and when Death 
came to know his Will with him, ſaid, it was for no 
thing but to help him up with his Burthen again; | 
doth not follow, that becauſe Death, which was the 
Privation of the Burthen, was ill, therefore the Bur 
then was good; and in this part the ordinary For 
of malum neceſſarium, a neceſſary Evil, aptly repre 
hended this Colour; for privatio mali neceſſarii ei 
maln, the Privation of a neceſſary Evil is evil, and 
yet that doth not convert the Nature of the necclla 
ry Evil, but it is evil. * 


* 


. * 


Again, it cometh ſometimes to paſs that there is 
an Equality in the Change of Privation, and (as ft 
wwuoerre) a Dilemma boni, of the Good 
1 Corruptio uniu or Dilemma mali, of the Evil; ſo that 
et generatio al- the * Corruption of one Good is 
teftusn. © Generation of the other. 
Sorti pater æquus utrique eſt - 


Both Chances the ſame equal Parent have: k 
| | 1 5 ay 
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e Good and Evil. rt 


And contrarily, the Remedy of the one Evil is 1 
vas the Occaſion and Commencement of another, as in 4 
tis la and Charybdis. | e [1 
cus, 7. Quod bono vicinum, bonum : quod a bonus remo- 1 
On tum, malum. That is, | EY | | 
hat What is near to Good is good; what is at di- 14 
are, fiance from Good is eviI. 0 9 
15, Such is the Nature of things, that things contrary 1 
by WY and diſt ant in Nature and Quality, and alſo ſevered 41 


- :nd disjoined in Place, and things like and conſent- 
--o ing in Quality, are placed and (as it were) quartered 
Je. together, for partly in regard of the Nature, to ſpread, 
ood multiply, and infect in Similitude, and partly in re- 
d or gard of the Nature, to break, expel, and alter that 
; 100 which is diſagt :ceable and contrary, moſt things.do 
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7 
t the either aſſociate and draw near to themſelves the like, 1 
dhe or (at leaſt) aſſimilate to themſelves that which ap- 1 | 
Re- proacheth near them, and do alſo drive away, chaſe, | q 
onN-o and exterminate: their Contraries; and that is the "I 
the reaſon commonly yielded why the middle Region of 1 


ow tc Air ſhould be coldeſt, becauſe the Sun and Stats 
can are either hot by direct Beams or by Reflect ion, 
10 the direct Beams heat the upper Region, the refle&- 
7; ed Beams from the Earth and Seas heat the lower 
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is the Region, that which is in the midſt being farther di- 
— ſtant in place from theſe Two Regions of Heat, is 


epte they term cold or hot per * Au- 


„ 0 © '£ 


' il tiperiſtaſin, that is, environing * Anriperiſiaſis is a philo- 
aud by Contraries, which was plea- ſophical Term, heniflin 4 
ceſla ſantly taken hold of by him, N on every part, 
ho ſaid, that an honeſt Man Se nee, 
ere i 5 | aum Cold is made mare ſtrorg 
in theſe Days muſt nceds be in it ſelf, by the veſtraiu- 
{a8 ; more honeſt than in Ages here- ing of the contrary. | 
" tofore, propter Antiperiſtaſin, be- 
12 cauſe the ſhutting of him in the midſt of Contraries 


muſt needs make the honeſter ſtronger, and more 
compact in it ſelf. | 
7 The 


And 


) 


1 4 Hals of the Colours 


The Reprehenſion of this Colout 1s: 


| | \ | E 
_ Firſt, Many Things of Amplitude in their Kind 
do (as it were) engroſs to themſelves all, and leaye 
that which is next them moſt deſtitute; as the Shoots 
or Undet-wood that grow near a great and ſpread 
Tree is the moſt pined and ſhrubby Wood of the 
Field, becauſe the great Tree doth deprive and de- 
ceive them of the Sap and Noutifhment ; ſo he faith 
well, Divitis ſervi maxime ſervi, that rich Mens Ser- 
vants are the greateſt Slaves; and the Compariſon 
was pleaſant to him that compared Courtiers atten- 
dant in the Courts of Princes without great Place or 
Office, to faſting Days, which were next the holy 
Days, but otherwiſe were the leaneſt Days in all 
the Week. ö 5 


Another Reprehenſion is, that things of Greatneſs 
and Predominancy, tho' they do not extenuate the 
things adjoining in Subſtances, yet they drown them, 
and obſcure them in Shew and Appearance; and 
therefore the Aſtronomers ſay, that whereas in all 
other Planets Conjunction is the perfecteſt Amity, 
the Sun contrariwiſe is good by Aſpect, but evil by 
Conjunct ion. „ 

A third Reprehenſion is, becauſe Evil approach- 
eth to Good, ſometimes for Concealment, ſome- 
times for Protection; and Good to Evil for Con- 
verſion and Reformation; ſo Hypocriſy draweth 
near to Religion for Covert and hiding it ſelf. 


| Sape latet vitium proximitate boni. 
Oft under neighb'ring Good Vice ſhrouded lies 
| And 
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ef Good and Evil. 13 
And Sanctuary Men, which were commonly inor- 
linate Men, and Malefactors, were wont to be near- 
Lf to Prieſts, and Prelates, and holy Men: For the 
Majeſty of good things is ſuch, as the Confines of 
them are reverend. On the other ſide, our Saviour 
charged with nearneſs of Publicans and Rioters, ſaid 


Matt. 9. 11. The Phyſician approacheth the ſick 
rather than the whole. 8 4 


1 Quod quis culpa ſua contraxit, majm malum: quod 


ab externis imponitur, minus malum. That is, 


That which a Man hath procur'd by his own De- 
fault, is a greater Miſchief (or Evil) that, which 
is laid on by others, is a leſſer Evil. 


HE Reaſon is, becauſe the Sting and Remoſe 

of the Mind, accuſing it felf, doubleth all Ad- 
erſity: Contrariwiſe, the conſidering and record 
ing inwardly, that a Man is clear and free from 
Fault, and juſt Imputation, doth attempt outward 
Calamities. For if the Will be in the Senſe, and in 
e Conſcience both, there is a Gemination of itz 
But if Evil be in the one, and Comfort in the other, 
tis a kind of Compoſition: So the Poets in Tra- 
gedies, do make the moſt paſſionate Lamentations 
ad thoſe that forerun final Deſpair, to be accuſing, 
Uueſtioning, and torturing of a Man's ſelf. | 


Seque unum clamat cauſamque caput que malerum. . 


She railing doth confeſs her ſelf to be 
The Cauſe and Source of her own Miſery. 


And contrariwiſe, the Extremities of worthy Perſons 
hre been annihilated in the Conſideration of their 
dun good deſerving. Beſides when the Evil cometh 
rom without, there is left a Kind of Evaporation of 
rief, if it come by Human Injury, either by Indig- 
pation and meditating of Revenge from our ſelves, 
bt by expecting, or fore-conceiving that Nemeſis and 
Retribution 
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A Table of the Colours 


Rettibution will take hold of the Authors of bur 
Hurt; or if it be by Fortune or Accident; yet there 
is left a kind of Expoſtulation againſt the Divine Poe. 


Atque Deos atque Aſtra vocut crudelia Mater: 
ye Gods and cruel Stars the Mother doth charge 


But, where the Evil is deriv'd from a Man's owi 
Fault, there all ſtrikes deadly inwards, and ſuffocateth, 
The Reprehenſion of this Colour is: 


— 


Firſt in reſpect of Hope: For Reformation of our 
Fault is ih noſtra proteſtate, our own Power; but 2. 


mendment of our Fortune ſimply is not: Therefore 


Demoſthenes in many of his Orations ſaith thus to the 
People of Athens; That which having regard to the 
time paſt, is the worſe Point and Circumſtance of all th 
reſt; that as tothe time to come is the beſt. What is that 


Ewen this, that by your Sloth, Irreſolution, and MiſgY 


| vernment, your Aff. airs are grown to this Declination and 
Decay; for had you usd and order'd your Means ani 
Forces to the beſt, and done your Parts every way to th 
full; and notwithſtanding your Matters ſhould: have gou 
backward in this manner as they do; there had been u 
hope left of Recovery or Reputation. But fince it hal 
been only by your own Error, &c, So Epictetus in hi 
Degrees ſaith, The worſt State of Man is to accuſe ex 
tern Things, better than that to accuſe any Man jel 
and beſt of all to accuſe neither. | 5 
Another Reprehenſion of this Colour, is in reſpecte 
the well bearing of Evils where with a Man can chatg 
no body but himſelf, which maketh them the les. 


Leve fit, quod bene fertur onus: 


The Burthen's light, that's on diſcreetly laid, 


And therefore many Natures that are either extrean} 
Proud, and will take no Fault te themſelves, or elſe u 
Ed Ce en es 


true 4 
Blame 
themſ 
well, | 
ſomet. 
knowt 
ater 1 
or by 
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tune, 


wt on. 
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, 


tre and cleaving to themſelves (when they ſee. the 
Blame of any thing that falls out ill muſt light upon 


themſelves) have no other Shift but to bear it out 
well, and to make the leaſt of it; for as we ſee when 
ſometimes a Fault is committed, and before it be 
known who is to blame, much ado is made of it, but 


iter if it appear to be done by a Son, or by a Wife, 
or by a near Friend, then it is light made of, ſo 
nuch more when a Man muſt take it upon himſelf; 


and therefore it is commonly ſeen that Women 


which marry Husbands of their own chuſing, againſt 
their Friends Conſent, if they be never ſo ill uſed, 
Jet you ſhall ſeldom ſee them complain, but ſet a 

o hr hen cts + 5 
9. Quod opera & virtute noſtra partum eſt, majus 


lunum; goes ab alieno beneficio, vel ab indulgentia for- 
tug, delatum eff, minus bonum. That is, 


That which is gotten by our own Pains and In- 


duſtry is a greater Good, that which comes by ano- 
ther Man's Courteſy, or the Indulgence of Fortune, 
i; a lefſer Good. OE | 
The Reaſons are: Firſt, the future Hope, becauſe 
Win the Favour of others, or the good Winds of For- 
tune, we have no State or Certainty, in our Endea- 
yours or Abilities we have; ſo as when they have 
purchaſed us one good Fortune, we have them as 
ready, and better edged and environed to procure 
another. | RT 18 
The Forms be; you have won this by Play; you have 
wt only the Vater, but yon have the Receipt ; you can 
make it again if it be loſt, &c. | . 
Next becauſe theſe Properties, which we enjoy by 
the Benefit of others, carry with them an Obligati- 
on, which ſeemeth a Kind of Burthen, whereas the 
other, which we derive from our ſelves, are like the 
reeſt Patents, Abſque. aliquo inde reddendo, without 
making any Reſtitution; and if they proceed from 
Fortune or Providence, yet they ſeem to touch us 
POD 77 00 ' ſecretly 


— 


of Good and Evil. 15 


> ite N ging ME 3 cn ip c — x » > - re — i . 8 2 — - —— — o 4 — 
* 7 — ꝓ—— — — — = IS * — _— 1 — 8 * — — 2 — 2 7 A Pr —— A . N 2 — 7 F — — 
= - - * + 7 pet F . w _ v % v 2 = N 3 Ne * * . _ X 
an, > * a oy 4 5 * 0 1 * 8 = s . DC x ; 
a * a . * 1 - 1 a * „ p - <6 
Y 2 "= EIS — — — 6 bs — — — — 1 — — 2 ye + © So Gat 8 9 — e 7 þ r —— — W . 8 N = : - ib - f 
4 —_—  ——_—_— * 5 — wed — _—_ — b 0 — WY As bs Bo = 2 — 4 — — — — — 5 1 _— Co — 2 — ** * a 7 g 2 
. 8 — 8 * l 4 „ 2 —— a — 8 
7 — 1 _ 1 5 f a - — wg — ” * 2 — — * — . 8 - * _ — , , mw = > J . — 90 "4 - = — 3 — = 
- 7 2 0 e 3 þ 5 * 3 4 = * I l r=" Ih. + 45 - pat 8 — © — * r 0 > n 7 * 1 d 
3 ha — 8 ber - b * * by I 2 — — 1 2 A — 2 0 ns x Am 2 5. 3 my _ * — — 3 3 J - ugh *. K * 4 = = 
„ nr. — —— — — — n "a. 8 0 —— —— — 5 — - a ENT ; en . — * 
— r . ⁵˙ m — * W r I — 2 — — — — 3». 3, 4 W244? N 22 * — < "_ — — — Pr ae. wo ' 2 2 — F 2 — 
— . 5 - , 2 " 8 8 
1 2 « — 2. — 22 , 8 « gn th N 
4 "TIF © — % "*% 1/ Deer. EY Vl _— wo 2 — 2 2 , 2 A 4 o — —_ - - a * 3 3 * 8 g » 222 * 
*%s 2 — 7 r J Ian n fe. . VP” 3 | * r I 8 * . 2 5 . = 8 — > : Þ 
n 8 * n be "IC 4 — Py i ae — - £ p * * 8 E 7 52 * . y - * — — = * — OR „ — oy Sho — — wy. * Ia — E 
_ . — * * © 4 0 8 3 R - ya 4 - rh - * 5 * 1 * * 8 — J — 2 5 2 a Yn bs J — IX 
* 4 Wa * p - — + ot 90 . 2 E.. — e +..245 * : — 5 — 2 « bd 1 r 4s way WW. ww ————— 2 ; WR 2 i 
* U < 7 . n. 5 * = is ARE 22 AY 2 * F ; — m Ko — I — - 5 * I Fl 
WF — * v >, 72 Sa 2 N _ 4 pe WW. od _ r 1 — — 3 * * 2 . þ — 2 3 r n F 
* 10 24 = p * = 22 * © 4 2 I - _ _ p n 8 rr 2 ＋ {betty on ee p< - - 5 Ry 5 * 
4 _ » £ . . — ka = — n ; — — 4 * - 4 — r 9 >» oy . _ 
þ jt 7 * ® - 4 * 12 1" LAG _ . — . 4 2 . = + * . as 2 . 
— 2 * . - -» 4 * * * * * 2 4 1 — 1 * 4 oy 
+ * ; * — Deer RY - 7 Rx — — 
r 8 _ n 
1 q 


16 A Tale of the Colours 


ſecretly with the Reverence of the Divine Power; 


whoſe Favours we taſte, and therefore work a Kind 
of religious Fear and Reſtraint; whereas in the o- 
ther Kind that comes to paſs which the Prophet 
ſpeaketh, Ezek. Latantur, exaltant , immolant plagis 
ſuis & ſacrificant reti ſuo; Men are glad, they rejoice, 
they offer to their Toils, and ſacrifice to their Nets, 

Thirdly, Becauſe that which cometh unto us with- 
out our own Virtue yieldeth not that Commendati- 
on and Reputation; for Actions of great Felicity 
may draw Wonder, but Praiſe leſs; as Cicero ſaid to 
Ceſar, Quæ miremur, habemus ; que laudemus, expedla- 
mus; that is, they had what they might wonder at, 
but expected what they might praiſe. 

_ Fourthly, Becauſe the Purchaſes of our own Indu- 
ſtry are joined commonly with Labour and Strife, 
which gives an Edge and Appetite, and makes the 
Fruition of our Deſires more pleaſant: Suavis cibus 
& venatu, Veniſon is ſweet of ones own killing. 

On the other ſide, there be four counter Colours 
to this Colour, rather than Reprehenſions, becauſe 
they be as large as the Colour it ſelf. : 
Firſt, Becauſe Felicity ſeemeth to be a Character 
of the Favour and Love of the Divine Powers, and 
accordingly works both of Confidence in' our ſelves 
and Reſpe& and Authority from others; and this 
Felicity extendeth to many caſual things, whereunto 
the Care and Virtue of Man cannot extend, and 
therefore ſcemeth to be at large good; as when Ce- 
far ſaid to the Sailor, Cæſarem portas, & fortunum ejus 
that he carried Ceſar and his Fortune; if he had aid, 
virtutem ejus, and his Valour, it had been ſmal 
Comfort againſt a Tempeſt, otherwiſe than if it 
might ſeem upon Merit to induce Fortune. 

Next, whatſoever is done by Virtue and Induſtry, 
feems to be done by a Kind of Habit and Art, and 
thereupon open to be imitated and followed, where- 
as Felicity is imitable z ſo we generally ſec that thing 
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o Nature ſeem more excellent than things of Art, | 

becauſe they be imitable; for quod imitabile eſt, po- 

| tentia quadam vulgatum eſt, what is imitable is by a 
certain Power made known abroad. 

Thirdly, Felicity commendeth thoſe things which 
come without our own Labour, for they ſeem Gifts, 
and the others ſeem Penny-worths, whereupon Plu- 
zarch ſaith elegantly of the Acts of Timolcon, who 
was ſo fortunate, compared with the Acts of Aa 
laus and Epaminondas, that they were like Homer's 
Verſes, they ran ſo eaſily and ſo well; and therefore 
it is the Word we give unto Poeſy, terming it a 
happy Vein, becauſe Facility ſeemeth ever to come 
from Happineſs. 

Fourthly, This ſame, preter ſpem, vel expectatum, 
when things happen beſides Hope or Expectation, 
it doth increaſe the Price and Pleaſure of many 
things, and this cannot be incident to thoſe things 
that proceed from our own Care and compaſling. 

10. Gradus privationis major videtur, quam gradus 
liminutionis ; & rurſus, gradus inceptionis major vide- 
tur, quam gradus incrementi. That is, 

The Degree of Privation ſeems greater than the 
Degree of Diminution ; and again, the Degree of 

Inception (or beginning) ſeems greater than the 
Degree of Ne | | 

It is a Poſition in the Mathematicks, that there 
no Proportion between ſomewhat and nothing, 
therefore the Degree of Nullity and Quiddity (or 
Act) ſeemeth larger than the Betrers of Increaſe 
and Decreaſe ; as to a Monoculus, it is more to loſe 
oe Eye than to a Man that hath two Eyes; ſo if 
one have loſt divers Children, it is more Grief to 
bim to loſe the laſt than all the reſt, becauſe he is 
Wes gregis, the Hope of his Stock ; and therefore 
ha when ſhe brought her Three Books, and had 
Wourned two, did double the whole Price of both the 

ther, becauſe the burning of that had been grads 
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gradus privationis, a Degree of Privation, and not 


com 
diminutionis, of Diminution. the 
This Colour is reprehended. 4 wk ; 
Firſt, in thoſe things the Uſe and Service whereof Fi 
reſteth in Sufficicncy, Competency, or determinate upor 
Quantity; as if a Man be to pay 100 J. upon Penal- MM non 
ty, it is more to him to want 12 Pence, than after 
that 12 Pence, ſuppoſed to be wanting, to want 19 . 
Shillings more; ſo the Decay of a Man's Eſtate ſeems T] 
to be moſt touched in the Degree when he firſt grows WM Man 
behind, more than afterwards when he ee the dN 
thing worth; and hereof the common Forms are, Ti 


Sera in fundo parſimonia, or, It is too late to pinch tions 
when the Purſe is at the bottom; and, As good never a ta, th 
whit as never the better. | | niſh 
It is reprehended alſo in reſpect of that Notion, MM tion, 
Corruptio unius generatio alterius, that the Corruption wort; 
of one thing is the Generation of another ; ſo that eth n 
gradus privationis, the privative Degree, is many Form 
times leſs Matter, becauſe it gives the Cauſe and rd 
Motive to ſome new Courſe; as when Demoſt hene modus 
reprehended the People for hearkening to the Con- mean 
ditions offered by King Philip, being not honoura- A2 
ble nor equal, he ſaith, they were but Elements off of De 
their Sloth and Weakneſs, which if they were taken ter D 
away, Neceſſity would teach them ſtronger Reſolu of Na 
tions. So Doctor Hector was wont to ſay to th or Juc 
Dames of London, when they complained they were Thi 
they could not tell how, but yet they could not en which 
dure to take any Medicine, he would tell them, the! ry to 
Way was only to be ſick, for then they would b nually 
glad to take any Medicine. x hovett 
Thirdly, This Colour may be reprehended in e ginnin 
ſpect that the Degree of Decreaſe is more ſenſitin regredi 
than the Degree of Privation, for in the Mind of 1, pro 
Mien gradus diminutionis, the Degree of DecrealM runnin 
may work a wavering between Hope and Fear, 2M or wit 


keep the Mind in Suſpenſe, from ſettling, _Y more 
60 
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commodating in Patience and Reſolution; hereof 


the common Forms are, Better cry out than always 
at; make or mai, &c. | 
For the ſecond: Branch of this Colour, it 3 


upon the ſame general Reaſon; hence grew the com 


mon place of extolling the beginning of every thing. 
Dimidium facti qui bene cepit habet. 

He bath his Work half done who e er hath well. begun. 

This made the Aſtrologer ſo idle as to judge of 
Man's Nature and Deſtiny by the Conſtellation of 
the Moment of his Nativity or Conception. 

This Colour is reprehended, becauſe many Incep- 
tions are but (as Epicurus termeth them) Tentumen- 
za, that is, imperfect Offers and Eflays, which va- 
niſh, and come to no Subſtance, without any Itera- 
tion, ſo as in ſuch Caſes the ſecond Degree ſeems the 
worthieſt, as the Body Horſe in the Cart, that draw- 
eth more than the fore Horſe ; hereof the common 
Forms, the ſecond Blow makes the Fray, the ſecond 
Mord makes the Bargain; alter principium dedit, alter 
nodum abſtulit, &c. the one began, the other kept no 
mean. 

Another Reprehenſion of this Colour is, in reſpect 
of Defatigation, which makes Perſeverance of grea- 
ter Dignity than Inception, for Chance or Inſt inct 
of Nature may cauſe Inception,” but ſettled Affection 
or Judgment maketh the Continuance. 

Thirdly, This Colour is reprehended in ſuch things 


which have a natural Courſe and Inclination contra- 


ry to an Inception, ſo that the Inception is conti- 
nually evacuated, and gets no Start; but there be- 
hoveth perpetua inceptio, that there be always a be- 
ginning; as in the common Forms, Non progred: eſt 
regredi, not to go forward is to go backward ; Q. 
un proficit deficit, he who makes no Progreſs decays; : 
running againft an Hill, rowing againſt the Stream, 
or with the Hill, then the Degree of Inception 18 


more than all the reſt. 
Fourt hy, 
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20 A Table of the Colours 
Fourthiy, This Colour is to be underſtood of gra- 
dus inceptionis a potentia ad actum comparati, non gra- 
dus ab actu ad incrementum, of the Degree of Incep- 
tion in compariſon of the Power with the Act, not 
of the Degree from the Act to the Increaſe; for 
otherwiſe, Major videtur gradus ab impotentia ad po- 
tentiam, quam a potentia ad actum, the Degree from 
Impotency to Potency ſeems greater than from the 
Power to the Act. Y f PP 

11. Quod laudant homines & celebraut, bonum; quod 
vituperaut, & reprehendunt, malum. „ 

11. That which Men praiſe and celebrate is good, 
that which they diſgrace and reprehend is bad. 

This Colour deceives four Ways, vix. either thro 
Ignorance, or thro' want of Integrity, or thro' par- 
ticular Reſpe& and Faction, or thro' the natural In- 
clination of thoſe that praiſe or diſpraiſe; firſt, thro 
Ignorance; for what ſignifies the Judgment of the 
Rabble in diſtinguiſhing and determining Good 
and Evil? Phocion knew well enough, who, when 
the People applauded him more than ordinary, ask- 
ed whether he had done any thing amiſs? Secondh, 
thro' want of Integrity, tor thoſe that praiſe and 
diſpraiſe commonly carry on their own Deſigns, 
and don't ſpeak what they think. „ 

Laudat venales qui vult extrudere merces. 

Every Man praiſes the Wares he would put off. 
It is naught, it is naught, ſays the Buyer, but when he 
is gone he vaunteth. Thirdly, out of Partiality, for 
_ every one knows that Men uſe to extol with immo- 
derate Praiſe thoſe that are on their own fide, and 
ro depreſs thoſe of the adverſe Party below their 
Defert. Laſtly, thro' a natural Inclination, for ſome 
Men are by Nature framed and moulded for ſervile 
Fawning and Flattery, whilſt others on the contrary 
are ſtiff, captious, and moroſe, and when theſe com- 
mend or inveigh, they do but comply with theilt 
. : 3 n 4 Sts if | own 
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own Humours, not troubling their Heads over 
much about the Truth of the Buſineſs. : 
12. Quod etiam ab inimicis laudatur, magnum bonum, 


lum. | | 

12. That which draws Commendation even from 
Enemies is a great Good, but that which is repre» 
hended even by Friends is a great Evil. 

This Colour ſeems to ſtand upon this Foundation, 
that it may well be believed that the Force of Truth 
extorts from us whatſoever we affirm to be againſt 
our Wills, and contrary to the Bent and Inclination 
of our Minds. | . 

This Colour deceives thro' the Subtilty as well of 
Enemies as Friends, for the Praiſes of Enemies are 
not always againſt their Wills, nor as forced by 


where they may create Envy or Danger to their 
Adverſaries; therefore the Grecians had a ſuperſti- 


another out of Spite, and with a miſchievous De- 


fides ſometimes Enemies beſtow Praiſes like Pream- 
bles as twere, that they may the more freely and 


Colour deceives from the Craft of Friends, for they'll 
ſometimes take not ice of the Faults of their Friends, 
and ſpeak freely of them, but they chuſe ſuch as may 
do them little Hurt, as if for all the reſt they were 
the beſt Men in the World. Again, it deceives, 
becauſe Friends uſe their Reprehenſions (as we ſaid 
Enemies do their Commendations) as certain little 
Prefaces, after which they may expatiate more free- 
ly in their Praiſes. 5 
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quod vero etiam ab amicis reprehenditur, magnum ma 


Truth, but they chuſe to beſtow them in ſuch Caſes 


tious Fancy, that if a Man were commended by 


ſign, he would have a Puſh riſe upon his Noſe; be- 


maliciouſly calumniate. On the other ſide, this 


— — * — — 
* > N F * 2 — 
* JI * FL = << 0 
N 8 5 2 
- — 8 - 
4 n = 
- b — 8 Phat > S741 WW. U = 8 
— 
— —— — - — — Y om 
. — | 12 . + wr Z 
- - — — — 
- „ ood 2 n r n \ 
— 3 . 4 as — r 
— — —— — nn — — Sees — 2 gn = 
- »- ca rio. 4-4 Bw . — p 7 
L — — . n _— NL, 
” * - _ N. 1 2 3 f 
1 ad © CAE Ga cn. ESR oat — 3 - 2 : — 
8 9 r 8 — 
. r 3 . — 
: nance £0 9 ax. 
E 2 : rr - - 0 N 
* ic > 
\ 4 


EE 
— 


— 
= 


— ICE 
”— : 
22 


2 : "ARTE LS 8 * i . . IS x - 
rr S = — —— 
a 3 ao” — — bY 

Ty Yoo. > os 7 
N * 9 — 
— - — — * — 
rl ge men” r 
g > 
— 3. 
A 


LE) as, — 
_ TRY 4 
* * — a> 
— — 


9 
— 8 — * +. * 1 - 

” — * 8 5 2 * _ — N A 4 c 

EI, 5 * 3 _ r 8 . * 

A i — Pa 8 


ww 


. ER wh 
ONE RT 
n 
- . ä 


— 


- — — 4 Py = * : — — 
— ̃ - ity, wot PS — "= eat _ * = 
— — 8 
. — . ; — — 


4 * - — 
* 


5 - _—_ . 
2 Fo 8 = 2 , e 1 n 1 Pw” — r 2 — g 
4 IT < 5 3 F SY ” "EE - 8 << . * 3 OS 
1 1 pf Cocky 0 — = <= — v * * . —— — 2 2 n + a \ 
9 * 7 * Y l bs F weyg”? =4 * 8 7 
ns - — > to le > nee gs 3 IP a _ 
2 — 8 1 a — * * 1 —— — — 8 1 * —— IS 5 __- TS IEICE 4 3 2 * 
LEED - 8 2 "ES ; OS; nal 


« * 
Nr n n 1 


% 
1 


| 


25 


U 
LONDON: 


tle Fides. 


b 


MUNI 


>» 
* 


Lord Chancellor of E NGL A N D. 


PIO 


AND 
he YEAR 1718. 


int 


d 


Sir Francis Bacon, Kat. 


| 
| 
| 
{ 


inte 


Written in L A. T I N by 
Scutum 


The RIGHT HONOuR ABLE 


Done into ENGLISH by 
Pr 


BARON of VER 


1m 
ä ; 


Fir Axrhux Gokcks, Knight. 


C . or Divination | Page 1 
Typhon, or a Rebel © N * 
The Cyclops, or the Miniſters of Terror : 
Narciſſus, or Self- love 

x, or Leagues 

Pan, or Nature. ; „ 

Perſeus, or War | © 19 
Endymion, or a Favourite „ 
The Siſter of the Giants, or Fame 24 
Acteon and Pentheus, or a curious Man 25 
Orpheus, or Philoſophy JAN 26 
Ceælum, or Beginnings 2c 
Proteus, or Matter 1 5 3 
Memnon, or a Youth- too wal? f 34 
t bonus, or Satieey 35 
Juno 's Suitor, or Baſeneſs | 1 
Cupid, or an Atom E 
Diomedes, or Zeal 

Dadalus, or Mechanick . 43 
 Erifthonins, or Impoſture ry 
Deucalion, or Reſtitution 8 4 
Nemeſis, or the Viciſſitude of Thing: . zbid 
Acbelous, or Battel LS Fc 
Dionyſius, or Paſſions | = 
Atalanta, or Gain 5 
Prometheus, or the Statue of Man © 5 
Sqlla and Tcarus, or the middle Way 64 
Sphynx, or Science 76 
Proſerpina, or Spirit 7 
Metis, or Counſel _ . „ 


The Sirens, or Pleaſures 3 5 7 
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| by E Antiquities of the firſt Age (except-thoſe we 
find in Sacred Writ) were buried in Oblivion and 
Silence , Silence was ſucceeded by poetical Fables, and 
Fables again were followed by the Records we now enjoy; 
ſ that the Myſgeries and Secrets of Antiquity were di- 
finguiſhed and Jeparated from the Records and Evidences 
of ſucceeding Times by the Veil of Fiction, which inter- 
ved it ſelf, and came between thoſe things which pe- 
bed and thoſe which are extant. I ſuppoſe ſome are 
Fopinion that my Purpoſe is to write Toys and Trifles, 
and to uſurp the ſame Liberty in applying that the Poets 
aſumed in feigning, which I might do (1 confeſs) if I 
ted, and with more ſerious Contemplation intermix 
theſe things, to delight either my ſelf in Medit ation, or 
tthers in reading; neither am I ignorant how fickle and 
inconſtant a thing Fiction is, as being ſubject to be drawn 
and wreſted any way, and how great the Commodity of 
Wit and Diſcourſe is, that is able to apply things well, 
et ſo as never meant by the firſt Authors; but I remem- 
ler that this Liberty hath been lately much abuſed, in 


their own Inventions and Fancies, have for the ſame 
Intent Iaboured to wreſt many poetical Fables ; neither 
bath this old and common Vanity been uſed only of late, 
now and then, for even Chryſippus long ago did (as 
oe 8, 7 an 


that many, to purchaſe the Reverence of Antiquity 10 
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The PRE FACE. 
an Interpreter of Dreams) aſcribe the Opinions of 1h. 
Stoices to the ancient Poets; and more ſottiſbly do the 
_Chymiſts appropriate the Fancies and Delights of Poets 
zn the Transformation of Bodies to the Experiments , 
their Furnace; all theſe things, 1 ſay, F have fufficts 
ently conſidered and weighed, and in them have ſeen and 
noted the general Levity and Indulgence of Menus Jigs 
above Allegories, and yet for all this T relinquiſh not my 
Opinion. n gonna * 
For firſt it may not be that the Folly and Looſeneſs of 
a few jhould altogether detra& from the Reſpect due ti 
the Parables, for that were a Conceit which might ſq 
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wour of Profaneneſs and Preſumption, fot Religion it Tas 
felf doth” ſometimes delight in fuch Veils and Shadows 1775 
ſo that whoſo exempts them ſeems in a manner to inter- lar, 
dict all Commerce between Things Divine and Human; 15 
but concerning Human Wiſdom, I do indeed ingenubuſ 4 *. 
and freely confeſs, that I am inclined to imagine, that 3 
ander ſome of the ancient Fictions lay couched certain ow 
Myſteries and Allegories even from their firſt Invention; 4.7 
and I am perſuaded (whether raviſbed with the Reve A F 
rence of Antiquity, or becauſe in fome Fables I find ſud 47 
Hngular Proportion between the Similitude and the thing "i 
fgnifred, and ſuch apt and clear Coherence in the 0" .,....; 
Structure of them, and Propriety of Names wherewith Th, 
the Perſons or Actors in them are inſcribed and intituled) Lhe 
that no Man can conſtantly deny but this Senſe was i N 
the Authors Intent and Meaning when they firſt invent. 3 
ed them, and that they purpoſely ſhadowed it in th they. 
fort; for who can be ſo ſtupid and blind in the open "ga 
Light, as (when he hears how Fame, after the Giaits Ss 
were deſtroyed, ſprung up as their youngeſt Siſter ) not & fr 
refer it to the Murmurs and ſeditious Reports of bot! Ts 
fides, which are wont to fly abroad for a Time after th "vi 
fuppreſfing of Inſurrections ? Or when he hears how th arb 
Giant Typhon, having cut out and brought away Jo wich 
-piter's Nerves, which Mercury ſtole from him, ai 105 


teſtored again to Jupiter, doth not prejently __ 
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how fitly it may be applied to powerful Rebellions, which 
ate from Princes their Sinews of Money and Authority, 
In Jo that by Afﬀ ability of Speech and wiſe Edicts (the 
Minds of their Subjects being in time privily, and as it 
were by ſtealth reconciled) they recover their Strength 
gain? Or when he hears how (in that memorable 
Expedition of the Gods againſt the Giants) the braying 
if Silenus his Aſs conduced much to the Profligation of 
the Giants, doth not confidently imagine that it was 
vented to ſhew how. the greateſt Enterprizes of Re- 
jels are oftentimes diſperſed with vain Rumours and 
Fears. | 

Moreover, to what Judgment can the Conformity aud 
Signification of Names ſeem obſcure, ſeeing Metis, the 
Miſe of Jupiter, doth plainly fignify Counſel, Typhon 
liſurrection, Pan Univerſality, Nemeſis Revenge, and 
the like? Neither let it trouble any Man if ſometimes 
he meet with hiſtorical Narrations, or Additions for 
0r2aments ſake, or Confuſion of Times, or ſomething 
transferred from one Fable to another, to bring in a new 
Allegory, for it could be no otherwiſe, ſeeing they were 
the Inventions of Men which lived in diverſe Ages, and 
bad alſo diverſe Ends, ſome being ancient, others neo— 
terical, ſome have an Eye to things natural, others to 
moral, _ | 8 

There is another Argument, and that no ſmall one 
wither, to prove that theſe Fables contain certain hidden 
and involved Meanings, ſeeing ſome of them are obſer— 
ved to be fo abſurd and fooliſh in the very relation, that 
they ſhew and as it were proclaim a Parable afar off ; 
for ſuch Tales as are probable, they may ſeem to be in- 
vented for Delight, and in Imitation of Hiſtory ; and 
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„ for ſuch as no Man would ſo much as imagine or 
relate, they ſeem to be ſought out for other Ends ; for 
what Kind of Fiction is that wherein Jupiter is ſaid to 

babe taken Metis 20 Wife, and perceiving that ſhe was 

% Child, to have devoured her, whence himſelf con- 

ung, brought forth Pallas armed out of his Head? 

| 9 | Truly 
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Truly I think there was never Dream (ſo different to ti * 
Courſe of Cogitation, and ſo full of Monſtrofity) ever , 
hateh' d in the Brain of Man; above all things, this pre- ſities; 
vails mo$? with me, and is of ſingular moment, man) Wran 
of theſe Fables ſeem not to be invented of thoſe by ubm 
they are related and celebrated, as by Homer, Heſiod; nut 
and others; for if it were ſo that they took beginning in jrom 
that Age, and from thoſe Authors by whom they uri lar 
delivered and brought to our Hands, my Mind gives ne" '** 
there could be no great or high Matter expetted or ſap- 
poſed to proceed from them in reſpect of theſe Originals Nee. 
but if with Attention we confider the Matter, it wi q Mc 
appear that they were delivered and related as things nd a 
formerly believed and received, and not as newly in 
vented and offered unto us; beſides, ſeeing they are hen 
diverſly related by Writers that lived near about one .“,“ 
and the ſelf ſame Time, we may eafily perceive that rally K 
they were common things, derived from precedent Me" 
morials, and that they became various by reaſon of th. 
divers Ornaments beſtowed on them by particular Re- ledge, 
lations ; and the Confideration of this muſt needs in" tho) 
creaſe in us a great Opinion of them, as not to be ac- He of 
counted either the Effects of the Time, or Inventions « te Ob 
the Poets, but as ſacred Relicks, or abſtracted Airs 0 ere, f 
better Times, which by Tradition from more ancient md in 
Nations, fell into the Trumpets and Flutes of the Minds 
Græcians. But if any do obſtinately contend , that Pot 
 Altegories are always adventitially, and as it were | Unrſe, 
Conſtraint , never naturally and properly included i So 


Fables, we will not be much troubleſome, but ſuf. 
them to enjoy that Gravity of Judgment which 1 am Py, init 
ſure they affect, altho indeed it be but Iumpiſh, and. 
almoſit leaden ; and (if they be worthy to be taken no- 
tice f) we will begin afreſh with them in ſome other 
Faſhion. | . | 
There is found among Men (and it goes for current) 

a twofold Uſe of Parables, and thoſe (which is more t0 
be admired) referred te contrary Ends, conducing 4 
| | we 
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will to the folding up, and keeping of things under a 
il, as to the enlightuing and laying open of Obſcu= 
ities ; but: omitting the former (rather than to undergo 
Wrangling, and aſſuming ancient Fables, as things 
yogrant , and compoſed only for Delight) the latter 
nu? queſtionleſs ſtall remain, as not to be wreſted 
from us by any Violence of Wit, neither can auy (that. 
i but meanly learned) hinder, but it muſi abſolutely 
E received, as a thing grave and ſober, free from all 
Vanity , and exceeding profitable, and neceſſary to all 
Siences ; this is it, I ſay, that leads the Underſtanding 
of Man by an eaſy and gentle Paſſage thro all novel 
ad abſtruſe Inventions, which any way differ from 
ummon received Opinions; therefore in the firſt Ages 
(when many Human Inventions and Conclufions, which 
gre now common and vulgar, were new, and not gene- 
ly known) all things were full of Fables, Enigma's, 
parables, and Similies of al ſorts, by which they ſought 
teach and lay open, not to hide and conceal Know- 
age, eſpecially ſeeing the Underſtaudings of Men were 
in thoſe Times rude and impatient, and almoſt incapa- 
We of any Subtilties, ſuch things ouly excepted as were 
the Object of Senſe, for as Hieroglyphicks pFeceded Let- 
ters, ſo Parables were more ancient than Arguments $ 
md in thoſe Days, alſo he that would illuminate Mens 
Minds anew in any old Matter, and that not with Di. 
moe and Harſhneſs, must abſolutely take the ſome 
luurſe, and uſe the Help of Similies ; wherefore after 
« that hath been ſaid, we muſt thus conclude : The 
Wiſdom of the Ancients, it was either much or hap- 
% much, if theſe Figures and Tropes were invented by 
Wudy and Premeditation ; happy, if they (intending 
thing leſs) gave Matter and Occaſion to ſo many wor- 
iy Meditetions. As concerning my Labours (if there be 
«ny thing in them which may do good) I will on neither 
art count them ill beſtowed,my Purpoſe being to illuſtrate 


Wraat that this very Subject hath been attempted by 
others . 
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bot heys; but to ſpeak gs I think, and that freely, ith. 
out Oftentation, the Dignity and Efficacy of the Thing 
is almoſt loſt by theſe Mens Writings, tho voluminong 
and full of Pains, whilſt not diving into the Depth of 
Matters, but skilful only in certain common Places, 
have applied the Senſe of theſe Parables to certain vul- 
gar and general things, not ſo much as glancing at their 
true Virtue, genuine Property, and full Depth; I (if I 
be not deceived) ſhall be new in common things ; wherefore 
leaving ſuch as are plain and open, I will aim at fat- 
ther and richer Matters. 
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R Ic Mine of A ur, Minion of Mercury, 
True Truch- Man of the Mind of Myſtery; 


vention Stores houſe, Nymph of Helicon, 
Deep Moraliſt of Time, Tradition; 


Unto this Paragon of Brutus Race 

Preſent thy Service, and with chearful Grace 
Say (if Pythagoras believ'd may be) 

The Soul of ancient Wiſdom lives in thee, 
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CASSANDRA: Or, 3 


ME Pocts Fable, that Apollo being clraniouttd 
of Caſſandra, was by her many Shifts and 
cunning Slights ſtill ' deluded in his Defire, 
ut yet fed on with Hope until ſuch time as ſhe had 
Itawn from him the Gift of Propheſying, and ha- 
ing by ſuch her Difimulation in the End attained 
0 that which from the beginning ſhe ſought after, 


far engaged in his Promiſe; as that he could not 
any means revoke again his raſh Gitt, and yet 
lamed with an earneſt Deſire of Revenge, highly 
idaining to be made the Scorn of a crafty Wench, 
nexed à Penalty to his Promiſe , viz. that ſhe 
duld ever foretel the Truth, but never be believed, 

were her Divinations always faithful, but at no 
we regarded, whereof ſhe' ſtill found the Experi- 
8 yea, even in the Ruin of her 'own Country, 
fich ſhe had often forewarned them of, but they 


* 
"7 , , * — — „ 
5 * — — my > a — — 2 — | Copy ow ts p 
— — - _ A-" — — 2 ” — : 3 — wi 
ba | 5 - by — — — — 0 
— condi eons 2h Br ny, a 
. ae \ 
— * * 
— — : 2 
_ p : p 4 — D — , a IM Io; - > - od 
0 ; A . ** —— | L - of 
— 1 r 29 . 2 n 9 - bs * — 
— 5 2 
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2 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
neither gave Credit nor Ear to her Words; this Fa- 
ble ſeems to intimate the unprofitable Liberty of un 
timely Admonitions and Counſels, for they that are 
ſo over weaned with the Sharpneſs and Dexterity of 
their own Wit and Capacity, as that they diſdai 
to ſubmit themſelves to the Documents of Apollo, the 
God of Harmony, whereby to learn and obſerve thelfi 
Method and Meaſure of Affairs, the Grace and Gra 
vity of Diſcourſe, the Differences between the more 
judicious and more vulgar Ears, and the due Time: 
when to ſpeak and when to be ſilent, be they neve 
ſo ſenſible and pregnant, and their Judgments neyc 
ſo profound and profitable, yet in all their Endea 
vours, either of Perſuaſion or per Force, they ayai 
nothing, neither are they of any m@menr to adyan 
tage or manage Matters, but do rather haſten 01 
the Ruin of all thoſe that they adhere or devot 

themſelves unto, and then at laſt, when Calamity do. 
make Men feel the Event gf Negle&, then ſhall the 
too late be reverenced as deep, foreſceing, and faith 
ful Prophets, whereof a notable Inſtance. is eminent 
ly ſet forth in Marcus Cato Uticenfis, who, as from 
Watch Tower, diſcovered afar off, and, as an Or: 
cle, long foretold the approaching Ruin of his Coun 
try, and the plotted Tyranny hovering over the Stat 
both in the firſt Conſpiracy, and as it was proſecu 
ted in the civil Contention between Ceſar and Por 
Po, and did no Good the while, but rather harme 
the Commonwealth, and haſtned on his Country 
Bane, which AA. Cicero wiſely obſerved, and writi! 
to a familiar Friend, doth in theſe Terms excellent 
ly deſcribe, Cato optime ſentit, ſed nocet interdum r 
publicæ; loquitur enim tanquam in reipublica Platon 
non tanquain in face Romuli. Cato (ſaith he) judge 
profoundly, but in the mean time damnihes ti 
State, for he ſpeaks in the Commonwealth of Plat 
and not as in the Dregs of Romulus. "I 
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TUNO being vexed (fay the Poets) that Jupiter 
J had begotten Pallas by himſelf without her, 
earneſtly preſſed all the other Gods and Goddeſſes 
that ſhe might alſo bring forth of herſelf alone with- 
ont him, and having by Violence and Importunity 
obtained a Grant thereof, ſhe ſmote the Earth, and 
forthwith ſprang up Typhon, a huge and horrid Mon- 
ſer; thts ſtrange Birth ſhe commits to a Serpent (as 
4 foſter Father) to nouriſh it, who no ſooner came 
to Ripeneſs of Years but he provokes Jupiter to Bat- 
tel; in the Conflict the Giant getting the upper 
hand, takes Jupiter upon his Shoulders, carries him 
into a remote and obſcure Country, and (cutting 
out the Sinews of his Hands and Feet) brought 
them away, and ſo left him miſerably mangled and 
maimed; but Mercury recovering theſe Nerves from 
phon by Stealth, reſtored them again to Jupiter; 


Jager being again by this means corroborated, aſ- 
aults the Monſter afreſh, and at the firſt ſtrikes him 
with a Thunderbolt, from whoſe Blood Serpents 
were ingendred; this Monſter at length fainting, 
and flying, Jupiter caſts on him the Mount Ana, 
and with the Weight thereof cruſhed him. . 
This Fable ſeems to point at the variable Fortune 
of Princes, and the rebellious Inſurrection of Tray- 
tors in a State; for Princes may well be ſaid to be 
married to their Dominions as Jupiter was to Juno; 
but it happens now and then, that being deboſhed 
by the long Cuſtom of Empiring, and bending to- 


"Yn, a” | a 


wards Tyranny, they endeayour to draw all to 


themſelyes, and (contemning the Counſel of their 
Nobles and Senators) hatch Laws in their own Brain, 
that is, diſpoſe of things by their own Fancy and 
abſolute Power; the People (repining at this) ſtudy 
how to create and ſet up ya of their own * 
"N71 3 this 


£ 
* 
4 . 
? 
i 
g ö 
1 
LET 
, "6 
3 
/ n 
: : 
: ? 
: 
11 
— 
A 
: x 
ö h 
A 
. 
13 Fi 
= 4 
4 
. 
2 
1 
1 
2 Wit 
1 
4% 
: Mar 
45 
3 
*: 
1 
11 
F 
1 
2 
b 1 
4 
* = 
3 A 
* » 
q = 
14 
b | 
VE 
1 
Fl 
wi | 
4 
4 
( 
' 
vl 
15; 
1 
Li 
1 : 
Ss © 
s > 
2 
D ith 
14 
11 
1 
$ 
JH 
$f 
[3 21 
$1 
4 
© 
. br 
£5 
7 
1 
Fi 
But 
17 
13 
* 5 
1 
© 
_ 4 4 
. 11 
1 
$ 1 
199 
* 
7 
1 
1 
147 
1 
N 7 

1 1 
1 
{ 

k * 
1 
£ 
q 
: 

d . 
tb 
1 
gy = 

. 

[4 
: 
of bf 


— 2 4 > 
py 3 
A nfo ng _ 2 * 
= a * it, in f a hes 
; « * — > * . 1 - x * — — 8 4 az. Me 8 5 * - —— = a 
- — wy * — — s —_— — 3 we lM EOS 5 Yo! — et 20 — 4 
_ — — * 8 | ITS ad N 8 By — a n s - yr vv 
4 . 2 A PR — — I — $ mop * * 4 * p 
* 2 2 4 = tv ene = = Gs EOS TT" - : wil br a n = 
__ 2 * — 4 N FI See ih 2 — Va — A . 4 * 1 = = 
os Mot. ron kd ae 3 — - Dna — 3 p 8 
7 | 1 \ 8 , : 3 85 
meine 4 - * x . 
<4 — 1 K 3 8 = dd 4 . d 
N * * 


8 

4 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
this Project, by the ſecret Inſtigation of the Peers 
and Nobles, doth. for the moſt part take his begin- 
ning. by whoſe Connivence the Commons being {et 
on edge, there follows a Kind of Murmuring or Diſ- 
content in the State, ſhadowed by the Infancy of J- 
phon, which being nurſed by the natural Pravity and 
clowniſh Malignity of the vulgar ſort (unto Princes 
as infeſtuous as Serpents) is again repaired by a re- 
newed Strength, and at laſt breaks out into open Re- 
bellion, which (becauſe it brings infinite Miſchiefs 
upon Prince and People) is repreſented by the mon- 
ſtrous Deformity of Typhon, his 109. Heads ſignify 
their divided Powers, his fiery Mouths their infla- 


med Intents, his ſerpentine Circles their .peſtilent | 


Malice in beficeing, his Iron Hands their mercileſs 

laughters, his Eagles Talons their greedy Rapines, 
his plunged Body their continual Rumors,and Scouts, 
and Fears, and ſuch like; and ſametimes theſe. Re- 
bellions grow ſo potent, that Princes are inforced 
(tranſported as it were, by the Rebels, and forſa- 
king the chief Seats and Cities of the Kingdom) to 
ontract their Power, and (being deprived of the 
Ces of Money and Majeſty) betake themſelves to 
ſame remote and obſcure Corner within their Do- 
minions; but in Proceſs of Time (if they bear their 
Misfortunes with Moderation) they may recover 
their Strength, by the Virtue Au er of Mier- 


cury, that is, they may (by becoming affable, and 


by reconciling the Minds and Wills of their Subjects 


with grave Edicts and gracious Speech) excite an 


Alacrity to grant Aids and Subſidies, whereby to 


ſtrengthen their Authority ane w; nevertheleſs ha- 


ving learned to be wiſe and wary, they will refrain 
to try the Chance of Fortune by War, and yet ſtudy 


how. to ſuppreſs the Reputation of the Rebels by 


ſome famous Action, which if it fall aut anſwerable 


to their Expectat ion, the Rebels finding themſelves 
weakened, and fearing the Sugceſs of their broken 


21107 Pro- 


5 The Wiſdom of the Ancients, . 5 
projects, betake themſelves to ſome light and vain 
Bravadoes, like the hiſſing of Serpents; and at length 
in Deſpair betake themſelves to Flight, and then 
when they begin to break, it is ſafe and timely for 
Kings to purſue, and oppreſs them with the Forces 
and Weight of the Kingdom, as it were with the 


MES cat LN I's 5's a Lr 4 FEET OE 
pe Cyclops, or the Miniſters of Terror. _. 


Hey ſay that the Cyclepy, for their Fierceneſs and 
- Cruelty, were by Jupiter caſt into Hell, and 
there doomed to perpetual Impriſonment, but Tellus 
perſuaded Jupiter that it would do well, if being 
ſet at Liberty, they were put to forge Thunderbolts, 
which being done accordingly, they became ſo pain- 
ful and induſtrious, as that Day and Night they con- 
tinued hammering out in laborious Diligence Thun- 
derbolts, and other Inſtruments of Terror; in Pro- 
ceſs of Time Jupiter having conceived a Diſpleaſure 
againſt AÆAſculapius, the Son of Apollo, for reſtoring 
a dead Man to Life by Phyſick, and concealing his 
Diſlike (becauſe there was no juſt Cauſe of Anger, 
the Deed being pious and famous) ſecretly incenſed 
the Oelops againſt him, who without Delay flew him 
with a Thunderbolt, in Revenge of which Act Apel- 
% (Jupiter not prohibiting it) ſhot them to Death 
with his Arrows. 5 9144 11 WL1\YEREZ 2872) 
This Fable may be applied to the Projects of Kings, 
who having cruel, bloody, and exacting Officers, do 
irſt puniſh and diſplace them; afterwards: by the 
Counſel of Tellus, that is, of ſome baſe and ignoble 
Perſon, and by the prevailing reſpect of Profit, they 
admit them into their Places again, that they may 
have Inſtruments in a readineſs, if at any time there 
ſhould need either Severity of Execution, ar Acer- 
bity of Exaction; theſe ſervile Creatures being by 
Nature cruel, and by their former Fortune exaſpera- 
"0 ted, 
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6 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
ted, and perceiving well what is — e at their 

Hands, do ſhew themſelves Wonderful officious in 
ſuch Kind of Employments; but being too raſh and 

precipitate in ſeeking Countenance, and creeping 
into Favour, do ſometimes take occaſion, from the 
ſecret Beckonings and ambiguous Commands of their 
Prince, to perform ſome hateful Execution ; but 
Princes (abhorring the Fa&, and knowing well that 
they ſhall never want ſuch Kind of Inſtruments) do 
utterly forſake them, turning them over to the 
Friends and Allies of the Wronged, to their Accuſa- 
tions and Revenge, and to the general Hatred of the 
People, ſo that with great Applauſe and proſperous 
Wiſhes and Acclamations towards the Prince, they 
are brought, rather too late, than undeſervedly, to 
aimiſerable Enudwꝓw . RYH ELL 
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| .., Narciſſus, or Self. Love, | 

Hey ſay that Narciſſus was exceeding fair and 
beautiful, but wonderful proud and diſdainful, 
wherefore deſpiſing all others in reſpect of himſelf, 
he leads a ſolitary Life in the Woods and Chaſes, 
with a few Followers, to whom he alone was all in 
all, amongſt the reſt there follows him the Nymph 
Echo; during his Courſe of Life it fatally ſo chanced 
that he came to a clear Fountain, upon the Bank 


whereof he lay down to repoſe himſelf in the Heat 


of the Day, and having eſpied the Shadow of his 
own Face in the Water, was fo beſotted and raviſh- 
ed with the Contemplation and Admiration thereof, 
that he by no means poſſible could be drawn from 
beholding his Image in this Glaſs, inſomuch that by 
continual gazing thereupon he pined away to no- 
thing, and was at laſt turned into a Flower of his 
own Name, which appears in the beginning of the 


Spring, and is ſacred to the infernal Powers, Pluto, 


This] 


Proſerpina, and the Furies. 
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The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 7 


This Fable ſeems to ſhew the Diſpoſitions and 
Fortunes of thoſe who in reſpect either of their Beau- 
ty, or other Gift wherewith they are adorned and 
graced by Nature, without the help of Induſtry, are 
o far beſotted in themſelves as that they prove the 
Cauſe of their own Deſtruction; for it is the Pro- 
petty of Men infected with this Humor not to come 
nuch abroad, or to be converſant in Civil Affairs, 
eſpecially ſeeing thoſe that are in publick Place muſt 
of neceffity encounter with many Contempts and 
Scorns, which may much deject and trouble their 
Minds, and therefore they lead for the molt part 4 
ſolitary, private, and obſcure Life, attended on with 
2 few Followers, and thoſe ſuch as will adore and 
admire them, like an Echo, flatter them in all their 
Sayings, and applaud them in all their Words; ſo 
that being by this Cuſtom ſeduced and puffed up, 
and as it were ſtupified with the Admiration o 
themſelves, they are poſſeſſed with ſo ſtrange a Sloth _ 
and Idleneſs, that they grow in a manner benumb'd, 
and defective of all Vigour and Alacrity; elegantly 
doth this Flower, appearing in the beginning of the 
dpring, repreſent the Likeneſs of theſe Mens Diſpo- 
tions, who in their Youth do flouriſh and wax fa- 
nous, but being come to Ripeneſs of Years they 
deceive and fruſtrate the good Hope that is coneei- 
ied of them; neither is it impertinent that this Flow- 
er is ſaid to be conſecrated to the infernal Deities, 
becauſe Men of this Diſpoſition become unprofitable 
to all Human Things; for whatſoever produceth no 
Fruit of it ſelf, but paſſeth and vaniſheth as if it had 
never. been (like the Way of a Ship in the Sea} that 
the Ancients were wont to dedicate to the Ghoſts 
and Powers below. 4 
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| STT X; or Leagues. 
THE Oath by which the Gods were wont to ab- 
1 lige themſelves (when they meant to meinen 


s De Wiſdom of the Ancients, 

thing, ſo firmly as never to revoke. it) is a thing well 
known to the Vulgar, as being mentioned almoſt in 
every Fable, which was when they did not invoke 
or call to witneſs any Celeſtial Majelty or Divine 
Power, but only the 8 that with crooked 
and Meandry Turnings incircleth the Palace of the 
Infernal Dis; this was held as the only manner of 
heir Sacrament, and beſides, it not any other Vow 
to. be accounted. firm and inviolable, and therefore 
the Puniſhment to be inflicted (it any did perjure 

hemſelves) was, that for certain Years they ſhould 
put out of Commons, and not be admitted to the 
This Fable ſeems to point at the Leagues and 


- 


Pacts of Princes, of which more truly than oppor- 
tunely may be ſaid, that be they never ſo ſtrongly 
confirmed with the Solemnity and Religion of an 
Oath, yet are for the moſt part of no Validity, inſo- 
much that they are made rather with an Eye to Re- 
putation, and Re ort, and Ceremony, than to Faith, 
rice agg Effect; moreover, add to theſe the 
Bond of Affinity, as the Sacraments of Nature, and 
mutual Deſerts of each Part, and you ſhall obſerve, 
that with a great many all theſe things are placed a 
Degree under Ambition and Profit, and the licenti- 
ous Deſire of Domination, and ſo much the rather 
becauſe it is an eaſy thing for Princes to defend and 
cover their, unlawful Deſices and unfaithful Vows 
with many outwardly ſeeming fair Pretexts, eſpeci- 
ally ſceing there is no Umpire or Moderator 0 
Matters concluded upon to whom a Reaſon ſhould 
be tendred; therefore there is no true and proper 
thing made choice of for the Confirmation of Faith, 
and that no Celeſtial Power neither, but is indeed 
Neceſſity (a great God to great Potentates) the Peril 
alſo of State, and the Communication of Profit; 4 
for Neceſſity, it is elegantly repreſented by Styx, that 
fatal and irremeable River, and this — 
2 2 : 1 
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ſhicrates the Athenian call to the Confirmation of a 


League, who becauſe he alone is found to ſpeak 
plainly that which many hide covertly in their Breaſts, 
t would not be amiſs to relate his Words; he obſer- 
jing how the Lacedemonians had thought upon, and 
propounded divers Cautions Sanct ions, Confirma- 
tons, and Bonds, pertaining ta Leagues, / interpoſed 


bis conceſſiſſe, & inter manus poſuiſſe, ut vobis fatultas 
ladendi nos, fi, maxime velletis, minim ſuppetere poſſit. 
There is one thing (O Lacedemonians) that would 
ink us unto you in the Bond of Amity, and be the 
Occaſion of Peace and Security, which is, if you 
would plainly demonſtrate that you have: yielded 
y and put into our Hands ſuch things as that,would 
Joa hurt us never fo fain, you ſhould yet be disfur- 
Wiſhed of Means to do it; if therefore the Power of 


"Whurting be taken away, or if by Breach of League 


of the. State or Tribute, then indeed the Leagues 


ing that it includes the Fear of Prohibition and 
uſpenſion from the Table of the Gods, under which 
Name the Laws and Prerogatives, the Plenty and 


ſelicity of a Kingdom were ſignified by the Aucients. 
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HE Aneſents have exquifitely defcribed Nature 
under the Perſon of Pan, whoſe Original they 
ave doubtful,” for ſome ſay: that he was the Son, of 
Mercury, others attribure unto'him a far different be= 
ming, affirming him to be the common Off- ſpring 
| Penelope's Suitors, upon a Suſpicion that every one 
f them had to do with her,” which latter relation 
bilels gave occaſion to ſome after Writers to en- 

02 | 83 title 


thus: Daum Lacedemonii, nobis wohiſcum vinculum & 
ſeuritatis ratio ſſe poſſit; i plans demonſtretis; vos en 


there follow the Danger of the Ruin or Diminution 


my ſeem to be ratified and eſtabliſhed, and às it 
ere confirmed by the Sacrament of the Stygiau Lake, 
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Parcæ (they ſay) were his Siſters; he is pourtraiec 


bairy, his Beard long and ſhaggy, his Shape biform- 


Hills and Mountains, and next to Mercury, the Am 


10 The Wiſdors of the Antienbs. 


title this ancient Fable with the Name of Penelope, 


ok AX 00 
thing very frequent amongſt them when they ap- wi 
ply old Fictions to young Perſons and Names, and (s 


that many times abſurdly and indiſcreetly, as may the 
ber ſeen here, for un being one of the ancient Gods, Ml to 
was long before the Pime of Ulyſſes and Penelope; 45 
beſides (for her Matronal Chaſtity) ſhe was held ve- pre 
nerable by Antiquity; neither may we pretermit . Fir 
the third Conceit of his Birth, for ſome ſay that he 
was: the Son of Jupiten and Hybris, which ſignifies 
Contumely or Diſdain; but howſoever begotten, the 


by the Ancients in this Guiſe, on his Head a Paig 
ot Horus to reach to Heaven, his Body rough anc 


ed, above like a Man, below like a Beaſt, his Feet 
like Goats Hoofs, bearing theſe Enſigns of his Juriſ 
diction, to wit, in his Left Hand à Pipe of Sever 
Reeds, and in his Right a Sheepshook, or a Staff 
crooked at the upper End, and his Mantle made 0 
a Eeopards! Skin; his Dignities and” Offices were 
theſe, he was the God of Hunters, of Shepherds 
and of all Rural Inhabitants, chief Preſident alſo 0 


baſſador of the Gods; moreover, he was account 


ed the Leader and Commander of the Nymphs J 
which were always wont to dance the Rounds, and ope 
frisk about him; he was accoſted by the Satyrs anq Ori 
the old Sileni; he had Power alſo to ſtrike Mc cur: 
with Terrors, and thoſe-efpecially vain and ſupeti Wo 
ſtitions, which are termed Panick Fears; his A al! ( 
were not many, fot ought that can be found in Re as! 
cards, the chiefeſt was, that he- challenged Cui fror 
at Wreſtling, in which Conflict he had the Foil; . wo: 
Tale goes too, how that he caught the Giant Dpbſſ or i 
in a Net, and held him faſt; moreover; where C4 tion 
(grambling and; chafing that Proſerpina was raviſln {y v 


ed) had hid herſelf away, and thas all the (20 
+ £ at | (0 
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took Pains (by diſperſing themſelves into every 
Corner) to find her out, it was only his good Hap 
(as he was hunting) to light on her, and acquaint 
the reſt where ſhe was; he preſumed alſo to put it 
to the Trial who was the beſt Muſician, he or 
Apollo, and by the Judgment of Midas was indeed 
preferred , but the wiſe Judge had a Pair of Aſſes 
Ears 1 chopt to his Noddle for his Sentence; 
of his Love Tricks there is nothing reported, or at 
eaſt not much, a thing to be wondred at, eſpecialiy 
being among a Troop of Gods ſo profuſely amor- 
ous, this only is ſaid of him, that he loved the 
Nymph Echo (whom he took to Wife) and one pret- 
ty Wench more called Sirynx, towards whom Cupid 
(in an angry and revengeful Humour, becauſe ſo 


audaciouſly he had challenged him at a Wreſtling) 


inflamed his Deſire ; moreover, he had no Iſſue 
(which is a Marvel alſo, ſeeing the Gods, eſpecially 
thoſe of the Mile Kind, were very generative) only 


he was the reputed Father of a little Girl called 


Jambe, that with many pretty Tales was wont to 
make Strangers merry, but ſome think that he did 
indeed beget her by his Wife Jambe, this (if any 
be) is a noble Tale, as being laid out and big belli- 
ed with the Secrets and Myſteries of Nature. 
Pan (as his Name imports) repreſents and lays 
open the All of Things or Nature; concerning his 
Original there are two only Opinions that go for 
current, for either he came of Mercury, that is, the 
Word of God, which the holy Scriptures without 
all Controverſy affirm, and ſuch of the Philoſophers 
as had any Smack of Divinity aſiented unto, or elſe 
from the confuſed Seeds of Things; for they that 
would have one ſimple Beginning refer it unto God, 
or if a materiate Beginning, they would have it va- 
rious in Power; ſo that we may end the Controver- 
ſy with this Diſtribution, that the World took Be- 
ginning either from Mercury, or from the Seeds of 
all Things. LW $34 ee 1 ee Virg. 
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nal, it ſeems that the Greczans (either by Intercourſe 


the Beginnings, and Continuances, and Corrupti- 


top, for individual or ſingular Things being infinite, 


2 THO fr de 
Nam zus canebat nt magnum Per inane coatta, 
Semina terrarumque, ammaque, marifque fuiſſent. 
Et liquidi fimul ignis: Et his exordia pris 
Omnia, '& ipſe tener mundi concreverit, orbis. 


For rich Vein'd phens, ſweetly did rehearſe - ; 
| How char the Seeds of Fire, Air, Watct, Earth, i ud 

Were all pack in the vaſt void Univerſe,” * Mywn 
And how from theſe; as Firſtlings, all had Birth, Th 


And how the Body of this orbick Frame 
From tender Infancy ſo big became? | 
But as touching the third Conceit of Pay's Origi- 


with the AZgyptians, or one way or other) had heard 
fomething of thi Hebrew Myſteries, for it points to 
the State of the World, not conſidered in immedi- 
ate Creation, but after the Fall of Adam, expoſed 


and made ſubje& to Death and Corruption, for in Mam: 


that State it was (and remains to this Day) the Off- 
ſpring of God and Sin, and therefore all theſe Three 
Narrations' concerning the manner of Pan's Birth 
may ſeem to be true, if. it be rightly diſtinguiſhed 
between Things and Times; for this. Pax or Nature 
(which we ſuſpect, contemplate, and reverence more 
than is fit) took beginning from the Word of God 
by the means of confuſed: Matter, and the Entrance 
of Prevarication and Corruption; the Deſtinics may 
well be thought the Siſters of Pax or Nature, becauſe 


ons, and Depreſſions, and Diſſolutions, and Emi- 
nencies, and Labours, and Felicities of Things, 
and all the Chances. which can happen unto any 
thing, are link'd with the Chain of Cauſes natural. 
Horrs are attributed unto him, becauſe Horns 
are broad at the Root and ſharp at the Ends, the Na- 
ture of all Things being like a Pyramis, ſharp at the 


arc firſt collected into Species, which are many 4 
8 een EO Co 
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then from Species into Generals, and from Generals 
(by aſcending) are contracted into Things or Noti- 


ſem to be contracted into an Unity; neither is it 
to be wondred at that Pan toucheth Heaven with 
his Horns, ſeeing the Height of Nature or univerſal 
Ideas do in ſome ſort pertain to Things Divine, 
and there is a ready and ſhort Paſſage from Meta- 
chyſicks to Natural Theology. 4800 
The Body of Nature is clegantly and with deep 
judgment depainted hairy, repreſenting the Beams 
or Operations of Creatures, for Beams are as it were 
the Hairs and Briſtles of Nature, and every Creature 
is either more or leſs beamy, which is moſt appa- 
tent in the Faculty of Seeing, and no leſs in every 
Virtne and Operation that effectuates upon a diſtant 
Object, for whatſoever works upon any thing afar 


of, that may rightly be ſaid to dart forth Rays or 


Beams. | 111 115 300 
Moreover, Pau's Beard is ſaid to be exceeding 
long, becauſe the Beams or Influences of Celeſtial 


dun when (his higher half is ſnadowed with a Cloud) 
lis Beams break out in the lower, and looks as if he 
ere bearded. „ 


* 


ern 
Nature is alſo excellently ſet forth with a biform- 
d Body, with reſpect to the Differences between 
luperior and inferior Creatures, for one part by rea- 
on of their Pulcritude, and Equability of Motion, 
md Conſtancy and Dominion over the Earth and 
Lirthly Things, is worthily ſer out by the Shape of 
Man, and the other part in reſpect of their Pertur- 
ations. and unconſtant Motions (and therefore 
eeding to be moderated by the Celeſtial) may be 
el fitted with the Figure of a brute Beaſt ; this De- 
eription of his Body pertains alſo to the Participa- 
on of Species, for no natural Being ſeems to be ſim- 
le, but as it were participated and' * 


* 


ons more general, io that at length; Nature may 


bodies do operate, and pierce fartheſt of all, and the 
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ſtrate the Conſent, and Harmony, and diſcordan 


Rocks and Iflands, the Land with Flowers, an 


Beaſt, a Beaſt ſomething of a Plant, a Plant fome. 


Wn © 0 4 | obey 
thing of inanimate Body, of that all natural things whic 
are in very Deed biformed, that is to ſay, compoun- T 

ded of a ſuperior and inferior Species. ceive 

It is a very witty Allegory, that ſame of the FeeiofH 
of the Goat, by reaſon of the upward tending Mo ſeque 
tion of Terreſtrial Bodies towards the Air and HeaWM but a 
ven, for the Goat is a climbing Creature, that love 1nd 1 
to be hanging about the Rocks and ſteep Mountains y hu 


and this is done alſo in a wonderful manner, even bi Food 
thoſe things which are deſtinated to this inferioſ whic! 
Globe, as may manifeſtly appear in Clouds and pacio 
-Meteors. | + Ü 0 Tor 
The two Enſigns which Pan bears in his Hands de Eure 
n | | $ Tapes ore 
point, the one at Harmony, the other at Empire, fot 
the Pipe, conſiſting of 7 Reeds,{doth evidently demon E 
urſu 
[The. 
To h. 


Concord of all inferior Creatures, which is cauſed bj 
the Motion of the 7 Planets; and that of the Sheep 


hook may be excellently applied to the Order of Na 7a; 
ture, which is partly right, partly crooked ; this Sta Clow 
therefore or Rod is ſpecially crooked in the uppeMnore 
End, becauſe all the Works of Divine Providence ii te C 
the World are done in a far fetch'd and circular man too m 
ner, ſo that one thing may ſeem to be affected, an Poet 
yet indeed a clean contrary brought to paſs, as thMrcrific 
ſelling of Joſeph into Egypt, and the like; befides, ii] 

all wiſe Human Government they that fit at the H T 
do more happily bring their Purpoſes about, and in 12 
ſinuate more eaſily into the Minds of the People, b h; 
Pretexts and oblique Courſes, than by direct Me He 
thods; ſo that all Scepters and Maſſes of AuthoritWtzins, 
ought in very Deed to be crooked in the upper end. ure la 
Pans Cloak or Mantle is ingeniouſly feigned i View 
be a. Skin of a Leopard, bebe it is full of Spotl, Wh 
ſo the Heavens are ſpotted with Stars, the Sea wit I 
Ire! 


eve 
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eyery particular Creature alſo is for the moſt part 


garniſned with divers Colours about the A | 


which i is as it were a Mantle unto it. 

The Office of Pan can be by nothing ſo lively con- 
ceived and expreſt, as by feigning him to be the God 
of Hunters, for every natural Action, and ſo by Con- 
ſequence, Motion, and Progreſſion, is nothing elſe 
but a Hunting. Arts and Sciences have their Works, 
and Humane Counſels their Ends which they earneſt- 
y hunt after. All natural Things have either their 
Food as a Prey, or their Pleaſure as a Recreation 


which they ſeek for, and that in moſt n and la- 
gacious manner. | 


or Leæna Lu pam ſequitur, OO ipſe 4 ape lam. . 
Flrentem Cityſum ſequitur laſciva Capella. 1 


The hungry Lioneſs, (with ſharp deſire) 
Purſues the Wolf, the Wolf the wanton Goat: 


The Goat again doth greedily aſpire. 8 


To have the Trifoil Juyce paſs down her Throat. 


pan is alſo ſaid to be the God of the Country- 
Clowns, becauſe Men of this Condition lead Lives 
more agreeable unto Nature, than thoſe that live in 
the Cities and Courts of Princes, where Nature by 
too much Art is corrupted : So as the Saying of the 


Poet N in the ſenſe of Love) might be here 


rerified. 
—— Pars minima eſt ipſa puella ſui. 


The Maid ſo trickt her ſelf with Art, 
That of her ſelf ſhe is lcaſt part. 


He was held to be Lord Preſident of the 1 
tains, becauſe in the high Mountains and Hills, Na- 
ture lays her ſelf moſt open, and Men moſt apt to 

lew and Contemplation. 

Whereas Pan is {aid to be (next unto Mercur 9 the 
Meſſenger of the Gods, there is in that a Divine 

yſtery contained, for next to the Word of Gods 

the 
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the Image of the World proclaims the Power and 
Wiſdom Divine, as ſings the Sacred Poet, Pſal. xix 
1. Cali enarrant Gloriam Dei, atque opera mannum e- 
Jus indicat Firmamentum. The Heavens declare the 


Glory of God, and the Firmament ſheweth the Works 


of his Hands. | 0 


The Nymphs, that-is, the Souls of Living Thing 


take great delight in Pan. For theſe Souls are the 
Delights or Minions of Nature, and the Directio 
or Conduct of theſe Nymphs is with great Reaſon at 
tributed unto Pan, becauſe the Souls of all Thing 
living, do follow their natural Diſpoſitions as their 


- Guides, and with infinite Variety every one of them 


after his own Faſhion doth leap, and frisk and dance 
with inceſſant Motions about her. The Satyrs and 
Sileni alſo, to wit, Youth and Old Age, are ſome ol 
Par's Followers: For of all natural Things, there i 


a lively, jocund, and (as I may ſay) a dancing Age 


and an Age again that is dull, bibling, and recling 
The Carriages and Diſpoſitions of both which Ages 
to ſome ſuch as Democritus was, (that would obſerri 
them duly,) might paradventure ſeem as ridiculo 
and deformed, as the Gambols of the Satyrs, or thi 
Geſtures of the Sileni. | | | 
Of thoſe Fears and Terrors which Pan is ſaid to b 


the Author, there may be this wiſe Conſtruction 
made; namely, that Nature hath bred in every living 


Thing a kind of Care and Fear, tending to the Pre 
ſervation of its own Life and Being, and to the rc 

elling and ſhunning of all Things hurtful: And ye 
Nee knows not how to keep a Mean, but alwa 
Intermixes vain and empty Fears with ſuch as 1 


diſcreet and profitable: So that all Things (if tbe 
Infides might be ſeen) would appear full of Pai | 


Frights: But Men eſpecially in hard, fearful, a! 


diverſe Times, are wonderfully infatuated with Wt 
| — which indeed is nothing elſe but a Pan 


Terror. 2 | 
| Concernii 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients. =, 

Concerning the Audacity of Pan in challenging 
Capid at Wreſtling: the Meaning of it is, that Mat- 
ter wants not Inclination-and Deſire to the relapſing 
and diſſolution of the World into the old Chaos, if 
her Malice' and Violence were not reſtrained and 
kept in order, by the prepotent Unity and Agree- 
ment of Things ſignified by Cupid, or the God of 
Love; and therefore it was a haypy Turn for Men, 
I and all Things elſe, that in their Conflict Pan was 
found too weak, and overcome. 225 
To the fame Effect may be interpreted his catch- 
ing of Typhon in a Net: For howſoever there may 
ſometimes happen vaſt and unwonted Tumours (as 
the Name of Typhon imports) either in the Sea or in 
the Air, or in the Earth, or elſewhere; yet Nature 
doth intangle it in an intricate Toil, and curb and 
reltrain in, as it were with a Chain of Adamant, 
the Excefles and Inſolencies of theſe kind of Bodies. 

But foraſmuch as it was Pans good Fortune to find 
out Ceres as he was Hunting, and thought little of it, 
which none of the other Gods could do, tho! they 


it gives us this true and grave Admonition, That 
we expect not to receive Things neceſſary for Life 
and Manners from Philoſophical Abſtractions, as 
kom the greater Gods; albeit they applied them- 
elves to no other Study; but from Pan, that is, from 
he diſcreet Obſervation and Experience, and the 
niverſal Knowledge of the Things of this World, 
mhereby (oftentimes even by Chance, and as it were 
zoing a Hunting) ſach Inventions are lighted upon. 
The Quarrel he made with Apollo about Mufick, 
ind the Event thereof contains a wholſome Inſtructi- 
Mm, which may ſerve to reſtrain Men's Reaſons and 
Judoments with Reins of Sobriety, from Boaſting and 
lorying in their Gifts. For there ſeems to be a 
vofold Harmony, or Mufick ; the one of Divine Pro- 
dence; and the other of Humane judgment; the 
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did nothing elſe but ſeek her, and that very ſeriouſly; 
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Adminiſtration of the World and Creatures therein: 
and the more ſecret Judgments. of God, ſound very 
hard and harſh ; which Folly, albeit it be well ſet 
out with Aſſes Ears; yet notwithſtanding theſe. Ears 
are ſecret, and do not openly appear, neither is it 
perceived or noted as a Deformity by the Vulgar. 
L—us⸗aſtly, It is not to be wondred at, that there is no- 
thing attributed unto Pan concerning Loves, but on- 
ly of his Marriage with Echo For the World or Na- 
ture doth enjoy it ſelf, and in it ſelf all Things elſe, 
Now he that loves would enjoy ſomething, but where 
there is enough, there is no Place left to deſire. 
Therefore there can be no wanting Love in Pan, or 


„ 


(if plain) may be intimated by the Nymph Echo, or 
if more quaint by Hrinx. It is an excellent Invent! 
on that Pan, or the World is {aid to make Choice o 
Echo only (above all other Speeches or Voices) fo 
his Wite; for that alone is true Philoſophy, whict 
doth faithfully render the very Words of the World 
and it is written no otherwiſe than the World dot! 
dictate, it being nothing elſe but the Image or Re 
flection of it, not adding any thing of its own, but 
only iterates and reſounds. It belongs. alſo to thi 
- -Sufficiency or Perfection of the World, that he beget 
no Iſſue; for the World doth generate in reſpect 0 
its Parts, but in reſpect ofthe whole; how can it ge 
nerate, ſeeing without it there is no Body? Not 
withſtandipg all this, the Tale of that tatling G! 

fathered: upon Pan, may in very Deed, with grei 
Reaſon be added to this Fable; for by her are repre 


ſented thoſe vain and idle Paradoxes concerning till ever 
Nature of Things which have been frequent in all Stone 
ges, and have filled the World with Novelties; Frui TI 
leſs if you reſpe& the Matter, Changlings if your Orde 
ſpect the Kind; ſometimes ęreating Pleaſure, ſomꝗ more 
times Tediouſneſs with their overmuch Pratling, = 
| | | PERoEU 


The Wiſdom of the Aucients 19 
PE R S E US, or War. 51 


E RSEUS is ſaid to have been employed by 
Pallas, for the deſtroying of Meduſa, who was 
very infeſtuous to the Weſtern Parts of the World, 
and eſpecially about the utmoſt Coaſts of Hiberia. A 
Monſter ſo dire and horrid, that by her only Aſpect 
ſhe turned Men into Stones. This Meduſa alone of 
all the Gorgons was Mortal, the reſt not ſubject to 
Death. Perſeus therefore preparing himſelf for this 
noble Enterpriſe had Arms and Gifts beſtowed on 
him by three of the Gods: Mercury gave him Wings 
annexed to his Heels, Pluto a Helmet, Pallas a Shield 
and a Looking-Glaſs. Notwithſtanding (altho' he 
were thus furniſhed) he went not directly to Meduſa, 
but firſt to the Gree, which by the Mothers ſide were 
Siſters to the Gorgons. Theſe Gree from their Birth 
were Hoar-headed, reſembling old Women: They 
had but one only Eye, and one Tooth among them 
all; both which, ſhe that had occaſion to go abroad, 
was wont to take with her, and at her return to lay 
them down again. This Eye and. Tooth they lent 
to Perſeus, and ſo finding himſelf throughly furniſh- 
ed for the effecting. of his Deſign, haſtens towards 
Meduſa; her he found ſleeping, and yet durſt not 
preſent himſelf with his Face towards her, leſt ſhe 
ſhould awake; but turning his Head afide, beheld her 
in Pallas's Glaſs, and (by this Means directing his 
Blow) cut off her Head; from whole Blood guſhing 


oat, inſtantly came Pegaſus, the Flying-Horſe; her 


Head thus ſmote off, Perſeus betows on Pallas her 


Shield, which yet retained this Virtue, that whoſo- 


ever looked upon it ſhould became as ſtupid as a 
Stone, or like one Planct-ſtrucken. | 

This Fable ſeems to dire& the Preparation and 
Order, that is to be uſed. in making of War; for the 
more apt and conſiderate Undertaking whereot, 
„ | Q 3 three 
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to be conſidered ; but in the 2 of Publick 


* 


their Conqueſts towards the Weſt, ſcarce reach'd be- 


without Heart and Vigour, as in the ſight of Meduſa. 


_ - Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
three grave and wholeſome Precepts (ſavouring of the 
Wiſdom of Pallas) are to be obſerved. | 

_ Firſt, That Men do not much trouble themſelves 
about the Conqueſt of Neighbour Nations, ſeeing 
that private Poſſeſſions and Empires are enlarged by 
different Means: For in the Augmentation of pri- 
vate Revenues, the Vicinity of Men's Territories is 


Dominions, the Occafion and Facility of making 
War, and the Fruit to be expected ought to be in- 
ſtead of Vicinity. Certainly the Romans, what time 


yond Liguria, did yet in the Eaſt bring all the Provin- 
ces as far as the Mountain Taurus within the compaſs 
of their Arms and Command; and therefore Perſe, 
although he were bred and born in the Eaſt, did not 
yet refuſe to undertake an Expedition even to the 


uttermoſt Bounds of the Weſt. 2 


Secondly, There muſt be a Care had that the Mo- 
tives of War be juſt and honourable, for that begets 
an Alacrity, as well in the Soldiers that Fight, as in 
the People that Pay; it draws on and procures Aids, 
and brings many other Commadities beſides : but 
there 1s no Pretence to take up Arms more Pious, 
than the ſuppreſſing of Tyranny, under which Yoke, 
the People loſe their Courage, and are caſt down 


Thirdly, It is wiſely added, that ſeeing there were 
three Gorgons (by which Wars are repreſented) Pe- 
ſeus undertook her only that was Mortal; that is, he 
made choice of ſuch a kind of War as was likely to 
be effected and brought to a Period, nor purſuing 
vaſt and endleſs Hopes As 

The furniſhing of Perſeus with Neceſſaries was that 
which only advanced his Attempt, and drew Fort 
to be of his fide, for he had ſpeed from Mercui), 


concealing of his Counſels from Orciu, and Provi- 
dence from Pallas. en 
* Neithet 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 21 
Neither is it without an Allegory, and that full of 
Matter too, that thoſe Wings of Celerity were falt- 
ned to Perſeus's Heels, and not to his Ankles; to his 
Feet, and not to his Shoulders, becauſe Speed and 
Celerity is required, not ſo much in the firſt Prepa- 
rations for War, as in thoſe Things which ſecond and 
yield Aid to the firſt ; for there is no Error in War 
more frequent, than that Proſecutions and Subfidiary 
Forces do fail to anſwer theAtacrity of the firit Onſets. 
Nou for that Helmet which Pluto gave him, power- 
ful to make Men inviſible, the Moral is plain; but 
that twofold Gift of Providence, (to wit, the Shield 
and Looking- Glaſs) is full of Morality ; for that kind 
of Providence, which like a Shield avoids the Force 
of Blows, is not alone needful, but that alſo by which 
the Strength and Motions, and Counſels of the Ene- 

my are deſcry'd, as in the Looking-Glaſs of Pallas. 
But Perſeus, albeit he were ſufficiently furniſhed 
with Aid and Courage, yet was he to do one Thing 
of ſpecial Importance before he entred the Liſts with 
this Monſter, and that was to have ſome Intelligence 
with the Gree. Theſe Grez are Treaſons which may 
be termed the Siſters of War not deſcended of the 
ſame Stock, but far unlike in Nobility of Birth ; for 
Wars are generous and heroical, but Treaſons are 
baſe and ignoble. Their Deſcription 1s elegant, for 
they are ſaid to be Gray-headed, and like old Women 
trom their Birth; by reaſon that Traytors are conti- 
nually vext with Cares and Trepidations ; but all 
their Strength (before they break out into open Re- 
bellions) conſiſts either in an Eye or in a Tooth; for 
every Faction alienated from any State, contemplates 
and bites. Beſides, this Eye and Tooth is as it were 
common; for whatſoeyer they can learn and know, 
is delivered and carried from one to another by the 
Hands of Faction. And as concerning the Tooth, 
they da all bite alike, and ſing the ſame Song; ſa 
that hear one, and you 1 all, Ferſens therefore 
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was to deal with theſe Gree for the love of their Eye 
and Tooth. Their Eye to diſcover, their Tooth to 
ſow Rumours and ſtir up Envy, and to moleſt and 
trouble the Minds of Men. Theſe Things therefore 
- being thus diſpoſed and prepared, he addreſſed him- 
{elf to the Action of War, and ſets upon Meduſa as 
ſhe ſlept; for a wile Captain will ever aſſault his E- 
nemy, when he is unprepared and moſt ſecure; and 
then is there good uſe of Pallas her Glaſs : For moſt 
Men, before it come to the Puſh, can acutely pry in- 
to and diſcern their Enemies Eftate ; but the beſt uſe 
of this Glaſs is in the very point of Danger, that the 
manner of it may be fo conſidered, as that the Ter- 
ror may not diſcourage, which is ſignified by that 
looking into this Glaſs with the Face turned from 
Meduſa. | „ 

The Monſter's Head being cut off, there follow two 
Effects: The firſt was, the procreation and raiſing of 
Pegaſus, by which may be evidently underſtood Fame, 
that (flying through the World) proclaims Victory. 
The ſecond is the bearing of Meduſa's Head in his 
Shield; to which there is no kind of Defence for Ex- 
cellency comparable; for the one famous and memo- 
rable Act proſperouily effected and brought to pals, 
doth reſtrain the Motions and Inſolencies of Enc- 
mies, and makes Envy her ſeif filent and amazed. 


EV DTM IO N, o a Favourite. 
T is ſaid, that Luna was in Love with the Shep- 
herd Endymion, and in a ſtrange and nnwonted 
manner bewrayed her Affection; for he lying in 2 
Cave framed by Nature under the Mountain Latm 
ſhe oftentimes deſcended from her Sphere to enjoy 
his Company as he ſlept, and after ſhe had kiſſed him, 
aſcended up again; yet notwithſtanding this his J 
dleneſs and fleepy Security, did not any way impait 
his Eſtate or Fortune, for Luna brought it ſo to PR 
C0 that 


— 


%". 


chat he alone (of all the reſt of the Shepherds) had 
his Flock in beſt Plight, and moſt Fruittul. | 

This Fable may have reference to'the Nature and 
Diſpoſitions of Princes; for they being full of Doubts, 
and prone to Jealouſy, do not eafily acquaint Men of 
rying and curious Eycs, and as it were of vigilant 
and wakeful Diſpoſitions, with the ſecret Humours 
and Manners of their Life; but ſuch rather as are of 


quiet and obſervant Natures, ſuffering them to do 


what they liſt without further Scanting, making as if 
they were Ignorant, and perceiving nothing but of a 
ftupid Diſpoſition, and poſſeſt with Sleep, yielding 
unto them ſimple Obedience, rather than ſlie Com- 
plements; for it pleaſeth Princes now and then to de- 
ſcend from their Thrones or Majeſty (like Luna from 
the ſuperior Orb) and lay ing aſide their Robes of 
Dignity (which always to be cumbred with, would 
ſeem a kind of Burthen) familiarly to converſe with 
Men of this Condition, which they think may be done 
without Danger; a Quality chiefly noted in Tiberizs 
Ceſar, who (of all others) was a Prince moſt {ſevere ; 
yet ſuch only were gracious in his Favour, as being 
well acquainted with his Diſpoſition, did yet con- 
ſtantly Diſſemble, as if they knew nothing. This 
was the Cuſtom alſo of Leu the Eleventh, King of 
France, a cautions and wily Prince. | 
Neither is it without Elegancy that the Cauſe of 
Endymion is mentioned in the Fable, becauſe that it 
is a Thing uſual with ſuch as are the Favourites of 
Princes to have certain pleaſant retiring Places, whi- 
ther to invite them for Recreation both of Body and 
Mind, and that without Hurt or Prejudice to their 
Fortunes alſo; and indeed theſe kind of Favourites 
are Men commonly wel#to pals; for Princes, altho” 
peradventure they promote them not ever to Places 
of Honour, yet do they advance them ſufficiently by 
their Favour and Countenance; neither do they at- 
ect them thus, only to ſerve their own Turn, bur are 
| wont 
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24 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
wont to inrich them now and then with great Dig- 
nities and Bounties. | 'Y 


CY 


* 


Tue Siiter of the GIA NT'S, or Hume. 


T 1s a Poctical Relation, that the Giants begotten 
| of the Earth, made War upon Jupiter, and the 
other Gods, and by the Force of Lightning, they 
were refilted and overthrown; whereat the Earth 
being excited to Wrath, in Revenge of her Chil. 
2 brought forth Fame, the youngeſt Siſter of the 
1ants. 1 


lam terra parens ira irritata Deorum, 
Extremam (ut prohibent) Cao Enceladoque ſororem 
Progenuit — 


Provok'd by wrathful Gods, the Mother Earth 
Gives Fame, the Giants youngeſt Siſter, Birth. 


The Meaning of the Fable ſeems to be thus: by 
the Earth, is ſignified the Nature of the Vulgar, al- 
way ſwoln and malignant, and ſtill broaching new 
Scandals againſt Superiors, and having gotten fit 
Opportunity, ſtirs up Rebels and ſeditious Perſons, 
that with impious Outrage do. moleſt Princes, and 
_ endeavour to ſubvert their Eſtates; but being ſup- 

ere the ſame natural Diſpoſition of the People ſtil 
leaning to the viler ſort, (being impatient of Peace 
and Tranquility, ) ſpread Rumours, raiſe malicious 
Slanders, repining Whiſperings, infamous Libels, and 
others of that kind, to the Detraction of them that are 
in Authority: So as rebellious Actions, and ſeditious 
Reports, differ nothing in Kind and Blood, but as! 
were in Sex only; the one ſort being Maſculine, and 
the other Feminine. 


ACTEON 
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Actæon and Pentheus, or a C ur ious Man. 


HE Curiofity of Men in prying into Secrets, 
and coveting with an undiſcreet Deſire to at- 
tain the Knowledge of Things forbidden, it ſer forth 
by the Ancients in two other Examples: The one of 
Aeon, the other of Pentheus. 97 85 
Actæon having unawares, and as it were by chance 
beheld Diana naked, was turned into a Stag, and 
devoured by his own Dogs. . 
And Penthems climbing up into a Tree, with a de- 
ire to be a Spectator of the hidden Sacrifices of Bac- 
ns, was ſtrucken with ſuch a kind of Frenſy, as that 
vhatſoever he look d upon he thought it always 
double, ſuppoſing (among other Things) he ſaw two 
Suns, and two Thebes, inſomuch that running towards 
Thebes, ſpying another Thebes, inſtantly turned back 
again, and fo kept ſtill running forward and back- 
ward with perpetual Unreſt. | 


"WW Eumenidum veluti demens vidit agmina Penthens, 
E: Solem geminum, duplices ſe oftendere Thebas. 


g Pent heus amaz d, doth Troops of Furies ſpy; 
And Sun, and Thebes ſeem double to his Eye. 


The firſt of the Fables pertains to the Secrets of 
Princes, the ſecond to Divine Myſteries: For thoſe 
that are near; about Princes, and come to the know- 
edge of more Secrets than they would have them, do 
certainly incur great Hatred; and therefore (ſuſpe- 
ting that they are Shot at, and Opportunities 
vatch'd for their Qverthrow,) do lead their Lives 
ike Stags, fearful and full of Suſpicion. And it 
happens oftentimes that their Servants, and thoſe of 
tieir Houſhold, (to inſinuate into the Prince's Fa- 
'our) do accuſe them to their Peſtruction; for - 
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gainſt whomſoever the Prince's Diſpleaſure is known, 


look how many Servants that Man hath, and you Or 
mall find them for the moſt part ſo many TraytorsMl it 
_ unto him, that his End may prove to be like 4; £9 d 
The other is the Miſery of Pentheus: For that * bs 


the height of Knowledge and Nature in Philoſophy Hop 
having climbed as it were into a Tree, do with ran melc 
Attempts (unmindful of their Frailty) pry into the ** le 
Secrets of Divine Myſteries, and are juſtly plagued take 
with perpetual Inconſtancy, and with wavering and that 
perplexed Conceits: For ſeeing the Light of Nature v9! 
is one thing, and of Grace another; it happens ſo Vor 
to them as if they ſaw two Suns: And ſeeing the A Care 
ctions of Life, and Degrees of the Will to depend on Den 
the Underſtanding, it follows that they doubt, arc Cov 
inconſiſtent no leſs in Will than in Opinion; and ſo . 
in like manner they may be ſaid to fee two Thebz: : Mel 
For by Thebes (feeing there was the Habitation and and 
Refuge of Pentheus) is meant the end of Actions ſerts 
Hence it comes to paſs that they know not whither Har 
they go, but as diſtracted and unreſolved in the bim, 
Scope of their Intentions, are in all Things carried calti 


about with ſudden Paſſions of the Mind. Fur) 
FTT ing 

| | — | cilec 

, ORPHEUS, or Philoſophy. big 


FH E Tale of Orpheus, tho' common, had never Pow 
I the Fortune to be fitly applied in every Point 
It may ſeem to repreſent the Image of Philoſophy: Y 
For the Perſon of Orpheus (a Man Admirable and 
Divine, and ſo excellently skilled in all kind of Har- pily 
mony, that with his ſweet raviſhing Mufick he did as 


it were charm and allure all Things to follow him) dite 
may carry a ſingular Deſcription of Philoſophy: es 
u 


For the Labours of Orpheus do ſo far excecd the La- 
bours of Hercules in Dignity and Efficacy, as the dig 
Works of Wiſdom excel the Works of F ge il 
| | | OY AR ng” 9 Orphems 
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Orpheus for tlie Love he bare to his Wife, ſnatch'd, 
15 it were, from him by untimely Death, reſolved to 
go down to Hell with his Harp, to try if he might 
obtain her of the Infernal Powers; neither were his 
Hopes fruſtrated; for having appeaſed them with the 
neladious ſound of his Voice, and Touch, prevailed 
at length ſo far, as that they granted him leave to 
take: her away with him; but on this Condition, 
that foe ſhould, follow him, and he not to look back 
upon her, till he came to the Light of the upper 
World; which he (impatient of, out of Love, and 
Care, and thinking that he was in a manner paſt all 
Danger) nevertheleſs ! violated; inſomuch that the 
Covenant is broken, and ſhe forthwith tumbles back 
again headlong into Hell. Oyphens falling into a deep 
Melancholy, became a Contemner of Women kind, 
and bequeathed himſelf to a ſolitary Life in the De- 
ſerts; where, by the ſame Melody of his Voice and 
Harp, he firſt drew all manner ot wild Beaſts unte 
him, (who forgetful of their ſavage” Fierceneſs, and 
caſting off the precipitate Provocations of Luſt, and 
Fury, not caring to ſatiate their Voracity by hunt- 
ing after Prey) as at a Theatre in fawning and recon- 
ciled Amity one towards another, ſtanding all at the 
Gaze about him, and attentively lend their Ears to 
his Muſick; neither is this all, for ſo great was the 
Power and alluring Force of this Harmony, that he 
drew the Woods, and moyed the very Stones to 

come and place themſelves in an orderly and decent 
Faſhion about him. Theſe Things ſucceeding hap- 
pily, and with great Admiration for a time; at 
length certain TJhracian Women (poſſeſt with the Spi- 
rit of Bacchus, ) made ſuch a horrid and ſtrange Noiſe 
with their Cornets, that the ſound of Orpheus s Harp 
could no more be heard, inſomuch as that Harmony 
which was the Bond of that Order and Society being 
diſſolved, all Diſorder began again; and the Beaſts 
returning to their wonted Nature) purſued one ano- 
Tn _  THET- 
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ther unto Death as before; neither did the Trees or Tris 
Stones remain any longer in their Places: And 0rp}e. WM Bod: 
i himſelf was by theſe Female Furies torn in Pieces, due 
and ſcattered all over the Deſert: For whoſe crue; M uncy 
Death the River Helicon (ſacred to the Muſes) in hor- ved 
rible Iudignation, hid his Head under Ground, and Mer 


raiſed it again in another Place. . phen 
The meaning of this Fable ſeems to be thus: Or- cizg 
phems's Muſick is of two Sorts, the one appeaſing the Ml of ( 
Infernal Powers, the other attra&ing Beaſts and ente 
Trees; the firſt may be fitly applied to Natural Phi. Goc 
loſophy, the ſecond to Moral or Civil Diſcipline. talit 
The moſt noble Work of Natural Philoſophy, is B 
the Reſtitution and Renovation of Things corrupti- MW amo 
ble; the other (as a leſſer Degree of it) the Preſerva- WM ncv« 
tion of Bodies in their Eſtates, detaining them from Wl pen: 
Diſſolution and Putrefaction; and if this Gift may WM have 
be in Mortals, certainly it can be done by no other Ml tion 
means than by the due and exquiſite Temper of Na- bur! 
ture, as by the Melody and delicate Touch of an In- vity 
ſtrument. Bur ſeeing it is of all Things moſt difi- Wl and 
cult, it is feldom or never attained unto, and in all ¶ Lea 
likelihood for no other Reaſon more than thro' curi- ¶ bre 
ous Deligence and untimely Impatience; and there- Wl Plac 
fore Philoſephy hardly able to produce ſo excellent wr: 
an Effect in a penſive Humour, (and that without Stre 
Cauſe) buſies her ſelf about Humane Objects, and tilt 

Dy Perſuaſion and Eloqyence, inſinuating the love of I ag 
Virtue, Equity, and Concord in the Minds of Men; ¶ tho 


draws Multitudes of People to a Society, makes them 
Fubje& to Laws, obedient to Government, and for- 
getful of their unbridled Affections, whilſt they give 
Ear to Precepts, and ſubmit themſelves to Diſcipline; 
*whence follows the building of Houſes, erecting of 
Towns, planting of Fields and Orchards, with Trees 
and the like, inſomuch that it would not be amiſs to 
ſay, that even thereby Stones and Woods were cal- 
led together and ſettled in Order. And after Rene 
1 25 Tria 


though not perhaps in the ſame Climate. 


Trial made and fruſtrated about the reſtoring of a 
Body Mortal, this care of Civil Affairs follows in his 
due Place; becauſe by a plain Demonſtration of the 
une vitable neceſſity of Death, Mens Minds àre mo- 
red to ſeek Eternity by the Frame and Glory of their 
Merits. It is alſo wiſely ſaid in the Fable, that Or- 


pheus was averſe from the love of Women and Mar- 


riage, becauſe the Delighrs of Wedlock and the love 
of Children do for the moſt part hinder Men from 
enterpriſing great. and noble Deſigns for the publick 
Good, holding Poſterity a ſufficient ſtep ro Immor- 
tality without Action. e ] ; 

Beſides, even the very Works of Wiſdom (altho' 
amonglit all Humane Things they do molt excel) do 
nevertheleſs meet with their Periods. For it hap- 
pens that (after Kingdoms and Common-wealths 
have flouriſhed for a time) even Tumults, and Sedi- 


tions, and Wars ariſe ; in the midſt of which Hurly- 
burlies, firſt Laws are ſilent, Men return to the Pra- 


vity of their Natures ; Fields and Towns are waſted 
and depopulated ; and then (if their Fury continue 


Learning and Nen muſt needs be diſ- mem 


bred ;) ſo that a few Fragments only, and in ſome 
Places will be found like the ſcattered Boards of Shi 

wrack, ſo as a barbarous Age muſt follow; and the 
Streams of Helicon being hid under the Earth, (un- 
til the Viciſſitude of Things paſſing, they break out 
again, and appear in ſome other remote Nation 


3 5 
r — 


— V 


4 CO E LU M, or Beginnings. 
XE have it from the Poets by Tradition, that Cæ- 
lum was the ancienteſt of the Gods, and that 


his Members of Generation were cut off by his Son 
Saturn. Saturn had many Children, but devoured them 


is ſoon as they were born; Jupiter only eſcap d who 
being come to Man's Eſtate, thruſt Saturn his Father 


into 
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into Hell, and ſo uſurped the Kingdom. Moreover 
the pared off his Father's Genitals with the ſame 
Faulchion that Saturn diſmembred Cœlum, and caft ing! 
them into the Sea, from whence came Venus. Not nide 
long after this, ( Jupiter being ſcarce ſetled and con- jen, 
firmed in this Kingdom) was invaded by two memo- Mb: 
rable Wars. The firſt of the Titans, in the ſuppreſ- tion 
ſing of which So (who alone of all the Titans fa- ot th 
vouring Jupiter's ſide) took exceeding great Pains, not ! 
The ſecond was of the Giants, whom Jupiter him- ter, 
ſelf deſtroyed with Thunder-bolts; and ſo all Wars cone 
being ended, he reigned ſecure. | . © Diſſo 
This Fable ſeems enigmatically to ſhew from brick 
Avhence all Things took their Beginning, not much ures 
differing from that Opinion of Philoſophers, which{MGeni 
Democritus afterwards laboured to maintain, attri- yrou 
-buting Eternity to the firſt Matter, and not to the n ſet 
World. In which he comes ſomewhat near the truth Muta 
of Divine Writ, telling us of a huge deformed Maſs, unive 
before the beginning of the ſix Days Work. Sat 
The meaning of the Fable is this: By Cœlum may Hell, 
be underſtood that vaſt Concavity, or vaulted Com- aauſe 
- paſs that comprehends all Matter; and by Satum lipſe 
may be meant the Matter it ſelf, which takes fromMrucre, 
- his Parent all Power of generating, for the Univer- Ou 
- fality or whole Bulk of Matter always remains the 75 
ſame, neither increaſing. or diminiſhing in reſpect of 
the Quality of its Nature; but by the divers Agita- Of 
tions and Motions of it, were firſt produced Im per- 
fect, and ill agreeing Compoſitions of Things, ma- An. 
king as it were certain Worlds for Proofs or Eſſays Rat 
and ſo in proceſs of Time a perfect Fabrick or Stru- For 
cture was framed, which ſhould {till retain and keep Quan, 
his Form. And therefore the Government of the us n. 
firſt Age was ſhadowed by the Kingdom of Satum pow 
-who for the frequent Diflolutions and ſhort Contr the 5, 
nuances of Things-was aptly feigned to devour hg qui 
Children. The ſuccecding Government was 1 8 krved 


pher 
cont 


ing Perturbation. This Place ſeems to be all that 


middle Place between the lower Superficies of Hea-. 


yen, and the Center of the Earth: In which all Per- 
turbations, and Fragility, and Mortality or Corrup- 


tion are frequent. During the former Generation. 
of things in the time of Saturns Reign, Venus was 
dot Born: For ſo long as in the univerſality of Mat- 
ter, Diſcord was better and more prevalent than 
Concord, it was neceſſary that there ſhould be total 


Diſſolution or Mutation, and that in the whole Fa- 
brick. And by this kind of Generation were Crea- 


tures produced before Saturn was deprived of his 


Genitals. When this ceaſed, that other which 
wrought. by Venus, immediately came in, conſiſting 


n ſetſed and prevalent Concord of Things; ſo that 
Mutation ſhould be only in reſpe& of the Parts, the 


univerſal Fabrick remaining whole and inviolate. 
Saturn, they ſay, was depoſed and caſt down into 

Hell, but not de royed and utterly extinguiſh'd, be- 

cauſe there was an Opinion that the World ſhould re- 


lapſe into the old Chaos and interregnum again, which 


lucretius prayed might not happen in his Time. 


Quod procul a nobis flectat fortuna gubernans : 
Et ratio potius quam res perſuadeat ipſa. 


Of guiding Providence be gracious, 4 
That this Dooms-day be far remov'd from us; 
And grant, that by us it may be expected, 
Rather than on us, in our Times effected. 


For afterwards the World ſhould ſubſiſt by its own 
Quantity and Power; yet from the Beginning oY 
was no reſt; for in the Cœleſtial Regions there firſt 
ollowed notable Mutations, which by the Power of 
the Sun (predominating over ſuperior Bodies) were 
o quieted, that the State of the World ſhould be con- 
ved; and afterwards (in interior Bodics) by the 

R ſuppreſſing 


The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 31 
phered by the Reign of Jupiter, who confirmed thoſe 
continual Mutations unto Tartar, a Place ſignify- 
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32 The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 
ſuppreſſing and diſſipating of Inundations, Tempeſt, 
Winds, and general Earthquakes, a more peaceable 
durable Agreement and Tranquility of Things fol- 
lowed. But of this Fable it may convertibly be ſaid, 
That the Fable contains Philoſophy, and Philoſophy 
again the Fable: for we know by Faith, that all 
theſe Things are nothing elſe but the long ſince cea- 
ſing and failing Oracles of Senſe, ſeeing that both 
the Matter and Fabrick of the World are moſt truly 
referred to a Creator. e ee 


hh I 


** 


631.5 P R OT- E US, or Matter. 


—— 


N HE Poets ſay that Proteus was Neptune's Herd's- a - 

: man, a grave Sire, and ſo excellent a Prophet, ng 
that he might well be termed thrice excellent: For he 90 p 
knew not only Things to come, but even Things Wo 


paſt as well as preſent; ſo that beſides his Skill in Di- WM. pe 
vination, he, was the Meſſenger and Interpreter of ho 8 
all Antiquities and hidden Myſteries. The Place of by A | 
his Abode was a huge vaſt Cave, where his Cuſtom} i die 
was every Day at Noon to count his Flock of Sea- 1 
calves, and then to go to ſleep. Moreover he that ih | f 
deſired his Advice in any thing, could by no other ; 
means obtain it, but by catching him in Manacles, 8 -* 
and holding him faſt therewith ; who nevertheleſs to Nhe Fa 
be at liberty, would turn himſelf into all manner of WW. ch 1 
Forms and Wonders of Nature; ſometimes into Fire; "ow 
ſometimes into Water, ſometimes into the ſhape of 1 I a 
Beaſts, and the like; till at length he were reſtored to n 5 a 


his own Form again. Wiſe ( 
annot 


omple 


This Fable may ſeem to unfold the Secrets of Na- 
ture, and the Properties of Matter: for under the Per- be th 
fon of Proteus, the firſt Matter (which next to God) ban 0 
is the ancienteſt Thing may be repreſented; for Mat-. 0 oy 
ter dwells in the Concavity of Heaven, as in a Cave. r 


He is Neptune s Bond-man, becauſe the Operat!- \ For 
ons and Diſpenſations of Mattex are chiefly exerciſed ine 
in liquid Bodies. 85 Hit s 
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His Flock or Herd ſeems to be nothing but the or- 
dinary Species of ſenſible Creatures, Plants and Me- 
tals, in which Matter ſeems to diffuſe, and as it were 
ſpend it ſelf ;,ſo,that after the forming and perfecting 
of theſe Kinds, (having ended as it were her Task,) 
he ſeems to ſleep and take her reſt; not attempting 
the Compoſition of any more Species. And this may 
de the Moral of Proteus his counting of his Flock, 
ind bf his ſleeping. _- ne I'S | 
Now this is ſaid to be done, not in the Morning, 
zor in the Evening, but at Noon; to wit, at ſuch 
time as is molt fit and convenient for the perfecting 
nd bringing forth of Species out of Matter, duly pre- 
dared and prediſpoſed, and in the middle, as it were 
between their Beginning and Declinations, which we 
know ſufficiently (out of the Holy Hiſtory)” to be 
done about the time of the Creation; for then by 
tie Power of that Divine Word (Producat,) Matter at 
the Creator's Command did congregate it ſelf (not 
by Ambages or Turnings, but inſtantly) to the Pro- 
duction of its Work into an Act and Conſtitution of 
Species. And thus far have we the Narration of Pro- 
g (free and unreſtrained, together with his Flock 
ompleat:) For the univerſality of Things, with their 
rdinary Structures and Compoſitions of Species, bears 
he Face of Matter, not limited and conſtrained, and 
if the Flock alſo of Material Beings. Nevertheleſs 
any expert Miniſter of Nature ſhall encounter Mat- 
er by main Force, vexing and urging her with Intent 
nd Purpoſe to reduce her to nothing; ſhe contrari- 
iſe (feeing Annihilation and abſolute Deſtru&ion 
anot be effected by the Omnipotency of God) be- 
ug thus caught in the. ſtraits of Neceſſity, doth 
lange and turn her {elf into divers ſtrange Forms 
nd Shapes of Things, ſo that at length (by ferching 
Circuit as it were) ſhe comes to a Period, and (if 
he Force continue) betakes her ſelf to her ſormer 
fing. The reaſon of which Conſtraint or Binding, 
x | R 2 will 
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will be. mote facile and expedite, if Matter be laid Ml FI 
hold on by Manacles, that is, Extremities N. 
No whereas it is feigned that Proteus was a Pro- gr 
het, well skill'd in three differences of Times, it at 
ath an excellent Agreement with the Nature of Mat- mi 
ter; for it is neceſſary that he that will know the MW M. 
Properties and Proceedings of Matter, ſhould com- lik, 
ptehend in his Underſtanding the ſum of all things tio 
Which have been, which are, or which ſhall be, al- Oc 
though no Knowledge can extend ſo far as to ſingu- 7% 
ee the 


lat, and individual Beings. 
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ME MN O N, or a Touth too forward. 


NE Poets ſay, that Memnon was the Son of Au- 
rora, who (adorn d with beautiful Armour, and 
animated with popular Applauſe, ) came to the Trojan 
Mar; where (in raſh Boldneſs, haſting unto, anc 
thirſting after Glory,) he enters into ſingle Combat 
with Achilles, the valianteſt of all the Gracians, b. 
whoſe powerful Hand he was there ſlain. But Jupiteſ 
pitying his Deſtru&ion, ſent Birds to modulate cer 
tain lamentable and doleful Notes at the Solemniza 
tion of his Funeral Obſequies, whoſe Statue allo (the 
Bun reflecting on it with his Morning Beams) did u 
' ſually, as is reported, ſend forth a mournful Sound. 
This Fable may be apply'd to the unfortunate De 
ſtinies of hopeful young Men, who like the Sons of 
Aurora, 8 up with tlie glittering Shew of Van! 
ty and Oſtentation, ) attempt Actions above thei 
Strength, and provoke, and preſs the moſt valian 
Heroes to combate with them; ſo that (meeting wit 
their, over- match) they are vanquiſh'd and deſtroy' 
whoſe untimely Death is oft accompanied with muc 
Pity and Commiſeration : For among all the Diſaſte 
that can happen to Mortals, there is none ſo lament: 
ble, and ſo powerful to move Compation, 42 th 
| 5 Sl 


Flower of Virtue cropt with too ſudden a Miſchance. 


Neither hath it been often known that Men in their 
green Years become ſo loathſome and odious, as that 
at their Deaths either Sorrow is ſtinted, or Com- 
miſeration moderated ; but that Lamentation and 
Mourning do not only flutter about their Qbſequies, 
like thoſe Funeral Birds, but this pitiful Commiſera- 
tion doth continue for a long ſpace, and eſpecially by 
Occaſions and new Motions, and beginning of great 


Matters, as it were by the Morning-Rays of the Sun, 


their Paſſions and Deſires are renew'd, 


. SA... 


FP 17 HO NVU S, or Sariery 


T is elegantly feigned, that Tithonus was the Para- 
mour of Aurora, who (deſirous to enjoy his Com- 
pany) petition'd Jupiter that he might never die; 
but (through womaniſh Overſight) forgetting to in- 
ſert this Clauſe in her Petition, that he might not 
withal grow old and feeble; it follow'd that he was 
only freed from the condition of Mortality; but for 
old Age, that camę upon him in a marvellous and mi- 


* 4 


cannot dye, yet every Day grow weaker and weaker 
vith Age; inſomuch that Jupiter (in commiſeration 
of that his Miſery,) did at length metamor phoſe him 

into a Graſs-hoppe.. ' 
This Fable ſeems to be an ingenious Character, or 
i Deſcription of Pleaſure, which in the beginning, and 
i 45 it were in the Morning, ſeems to be pleaſant and 
of delightful, that Men defire they might enjoy, and 
it monopolize it for ever untq themſelves, unmindful 
of that Satiety and Loathing, which (like old Age,) 
vill come upon them before they be aware. And ſo 
at laſt, (when the uſe of Pleaſure leaves Men, the 
Deſire and Affection not yet yielding unto Death,) 
t comes to paſs that Men * themſelves only by 


3 | talking 


| ſerable taſhion, agreeable to the ſtate of thaſe who - 
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= The Wiſdom of the Ancients. | 
talking and commemorating thoſe things which 

brought Pleaſure unto them in the flower of their 
Age, which may be obſerv'd in libidinous Perſons, 
and alſo in Men of Military Profeſſions; the one 
delighting in beaſtly Talk, the other boaſting of their 
valorous Deeds, like Graſs-hoppers, whoſe Vigour 
conſiſts only in their Voice. „ 


2 N 


J Nos Shitor, or Baſeneſs. 


He Poets ſay, that Jupiter, to enjoy his luſtful 
Delights, took upon him the ſhape of ſundry 
Creatures, as of a Bull, of an Eagle, of a Swan, and 
of a Golden Shower; but being a Suitor to Juno, he 
came in a Form moſt ignoble and baſe, an Object 
full of Contempt and Scorn, reſembling indeed a mi- 
ſerable Cuckow weather-beaten with Rain and Tem- 
peſt, numb'd, quaking, and half dead with Cold. 
This Fable is wiſe, and ſeems to be taken out of 
the Bowels of Morality, the Senſe of it being this, 
That Men boaſt not too much of themſelves, think- 
ing by Oſtentation of their own Worth, to inſinuate 
themſelves into Eſtimation and Favour with Men. 
The. Succeſs of ſuch Intentions being for the moſt 
part meaſur'd by the Nature and Diſpoſition of thoſe 
to whom Men ſue for Grace; who, if of themſelves 
they be endow'd with no Gifts and Ornaments of 
Nature, but are only of haughty and malignant Spi- 
rits, (intimated by the Perſon of Juno,) then are 
Suitors to know that it is good Policy to omit all 
kind of Appearance that may any way ſhew the ir own 
leaſt Praiſe or Worth, and that they much deceive 
themſelves in taking any other Courſe. Neither is i 
enough to ſhew Deformity in Obſequiouſneſs, unlels 
they alſo appear even ahject and baſe in their very 


Perſons. A 


— 
— 
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50 VPID, or an Atom. 


1 A T which the Poets ay of Cupid, or Pride 

cannot properly be attributed to one and the 
ſelt ſame Perſon ; and yet the Difference is ſuch, that 
(by rejecting the Confafion of Perſons,) the Simili- 
tude may be receiv d. 

They ſay, that Love is the ancienteſt of all the Gods, 
and of all things elſe, except Chaos, which they hold 
to be a Contemporary with it. Now as touching 
Chaos, that by the Ancicnts was never dignified with 
Divine Honour, or with the Title-of the God. And 
2s for Love, they abſolutely bring him in without a 


Father, only ſome are of Opinion that he came of an 


Egg that was laid by Nox, and that on Chaos he be- 
gat the God, and all things elſe. There are four 
things attributed to him, perpetual Infancy, Blind- 
neſs, Nakedneſs, and Archery. There was alſo ano- 
ther Love, which was the youngeſt of the Gods, and 
he, they ſay, was the Son of Venus. On this allo they 
beſtow the Attributes of the elder Love, as in {ome 
ſort we'll apply unto him. 

This Fable tends, and looks to the Cradle: of Na- 
ture, Love ſeeming to be the Appetite or Deſire of 
the firſt Matter, or (to ſpeak more- plain) the-natu- 
ral Motion of the Atom, which is that Ancient and 
only Power that Forms and Faſhions all things out 
of Matter, of which there is no Parent, that is to 
ſay, no. Cauſe, ſeeing every Cauſe is as a Parent to 
its Effect. Of this Power or Virtue there can be no 
Cauſe in Nature (as for God, we always except him,) 
lor nothing was before it, and therefore no efficient 
Cauſe of it. Neither was there any thing better 
known to Nature, and therefore neither Genus nor 
Firm. Wherefore whatſoever it is, poſitive it is, and 
but in expreſſible. Moreover, if the manner and pro- 
teeding of it were to be conceiv'd, yet could it not 


N71 be 
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be by any Cauſe, ſeeing that (next unto God,) it is 
the Cauſe of Càuſes, it ſelf only without any Cauſe. 
And perchance there is no likelihood that the man- 
ner of it may be contain'd or comprehended within 
the narrow Compaſs of humane Search. Not with- 
out reaſon therefore it is feignd to come of an Egg 
which was laid by Nox. Certainly the Divine Phi- 
loſopher grants ſo much. 7 n 
Eccl. 3. 11. Cuntta fecit tempeſtatibus ſuis pulchra, 
& mundum tradidit diſputationibus eorum, ita tamen ut 
nen inveniat homo opus, quod operatus eſt" Deus a princi- 
pio ad finem; That is, he hath made every thing beau- 
tiful in their Seaſons, alſo he hath ſet the World in 
their Meditations, yet Man cannot find the Work 
that God hath wrought, from the Beginning even 
to the End: For the principal Law of Nature, or 
Power of this Deſire, created (by God,) in theſe Par- 
cels of things, for concurring and meeting together, 
(from whoſe Repetitions and Multiplications all 
Variety of Creatures proceeded, and were compos'd,) 
may dazzle the Eyes of Men's Underſtandings, and 
comprehended it can hardly be. The Greek Philo- 
ſophers are obſerv'd to be very acute and diligent in 
ſearching out the material Principles of things, but in 


the beginnings of Motion (wherein conſiſts all theEfli- WI Sec 
cacy of Operation, ) they are negligent and weak, and nut 
in this that we handle, they ſeem to be altogether blind WM | 
and ſtammering ; for the Opinion of the Peripateticks MW cot 
concerning the Appetite of Matter, caus'd by Priva- to 
tion, is in a manner nothing elſe but Words, which pet 
rather ſound than ſignify any Reality; and thoſe chat ll 
refer it unto God do very well; but then they leap WW W. 
up, they aſcend not by degrees; for doubtleſs there WM ſee 
is one chief Law ſubordinate to God, in which all Pa 
natural things concur and meet, the ſame that in the WW no 
fore-cited Scripture is demonſtrated in theſe Words, mi 
Opus + wr operatus eſt Deus a principio uſque ad fun WM wt 
the V p ge 


ork that God hath wrought from the Begin. 
ö * v3 t I ES: RE, Fs iin Cy 0 ming 
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ning Even to the End. But Democritus, which en- 
tred more deeply into the Conſideration of this Point, 
after he had conceiv'd an Atom, with ſome ſmall Di- 
menſion and Form, he attributed unto it one only 
Deſire or firſt Motion, ſimply or abſolutely, and ano- 
ther comparatively, or in reſpect; for he thought that 
all things did properly tend to the Center of the 
World, whereof thoſe Bodies which were more mate- 
rial, deſcend with ſwifter Motion, and thoſe that had 
leſs Matter, did, on the contrary, tend upward. But 
this Meditation was very ſhallow, containing leſs 
than was expedient ; for neither the turning of the 
Celeſtial Bodies in a round, nor ſhutting and opening 


of things, may ſeem to be reduc'd or apply'd to this 


Beginning. And as for that Opinion of Epicurus, 
concerning the caſual Declination and Agitation of 
the Atom, it is but a mere Toy, and a plain Evi- 
dence, that he was ignorant of that Point. It is 
therefore more apparent (than we could wiſh,) that 
this Cupid, or Love, remains as yet clouded under the 
Shades of Night. Now as concerning his Attributes, 
he is elegantly deſcrib'd with perpetual Infancy or 
Childhood, becauſe compound Bodies they ſeem 
greater and more ſtricken in Years; whereas the firſt 
Seeds. of things, or Atoms, they are little and dimi- 
nute, and alſo in their Infancy. 
He is alſo well feign'd to be naked, becauſe all 
compound Bodies, to a Man rightly judging, ſeem 
to be apparell'd and cloath'd, and nothing to be pro- 
perly naked but the firſt Particles of things. 
Concerning his Blindneſs, the Allegory is full of 
Wiſdom, for this Love, or Deſire (whatſoever it be) 
ſeems to have but little Providence, as directing his 
Pace and Motion by that which it perceives neareſt; 
not unlike blind Men that go by feeling; more ad- 
mirable then muſt that chief divine Providence be, 
which (from things empty and deſtitute of Provi- 
fence, and as ip were blind,) by à conſtant and fatal 
| Fokgd vv; < % 1 IOETL SETS 4:5 o_ WOW 15-1 r | Ws 


| \ 

40% De Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
Law, produceth ſo excellent an Order and Beauty 
of Things. nnn OI ie Fd # 7g 
The laſt thing which is attributed to Love, is 4r- 
chery; by which is meant, that his Virtue is ſuch, as 
that it works upon à diſtant Object, becauſe that 
whatſoever operates afar off, ſeems to ſhoot, as it 
were, an Arrow: wherefore whoſoever holds the Be- 
ing both of Atoms and Vacuity, muſt needs infer, that 
the Virtue of the Atom reacheth to a diſtant Objet: 
for if it were not ſo, there could be no Motion at all, 
by reaſon of the Interpoſition of Vucuity; but all 
things would ſtand ſtone ſtill, and remain immoveable. 

Nou as touching that other Cupid or Love, he may 
well be term'd-the youngeſt of the Gods, becauſe he 
could have no Being before the Conſtitution of He- 
cies. And in his Deſcription the Allegory may be ap- 
ply'd and traduc'd to Manners: Nevertheleſs he holds 
ſome kind of Conformity with the Elder; for Venn 
doth generally ſtir up a deſire of Conjunction and 
Procreation, and Cupid her Son doth apply this De- 
fire to ſome individual Nature; ſo that the general 
Diſpoſition comes from Venus, the more exact Sym- 
pathy from Cupid: the one deriv'd from Cauſes more 
near, the other from Beginnings more remote 
and fatal, and as it were from the elder Cupid, of 
whom every exquiſite Sympathy doth depend. 


_ 
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DICOM E DE S, or Zeal. 


IO MED E S flouriſhing with great Fame and 

D Glory in the Trojan Wars, and in high Favour 
with Pallas, was by her inſtigated (being indeed for- 
warder than he ſhould have been) not to forbear Ve- 
nus a jot, if he encountred with her in Fight; which 
very boldly he perform'd, wounding her in the right 
Arm. This preſumptuous Fact he carry'd clear for 
a while, and being honaur'd and renown'd for his 
4 e many 
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many heroick Deeds, ar laſt return'd into his own 
Country, where finding himſelf hard beſtead with 
domeſtick Troubles, fled into Ital), betaking himſelf 
to the Protection of Foreigners, where in the begin- 
ning he was fortunate and royally entertain'd by King 
Daunus with {ſumptuous Gifts, raiſing many Statues 
in honour of him throughout -his Dominions. But 
upon the very firſt Calamity that hapned unto this 
Nation, whereunto he was fled for Succour, King 
Daunus enters into aConceit with himſelf that he had 
entertain d a wicked Gueſt into his Family, and a 
Man odious to the Goddeſs, and an Impugner of 
their Divinity, that had dared, with his Sword, to a- 
fault and wound that Goddeſs, who in their Religi- 


on they held it Sacrilege ſo much as to touch. There- | 


fore, that he might expiate his Country's Guilt, (no- 
thing reſpecting the Duties of Hoſpitality, when the 
Bonds of Religion tied him with a more reverend re- 
gard) ſuddenly flew Diomedes, commanding withal 
that his Trophies and Statues ſhould be aboliſh'd and 
deſtroy'd. Neither was it ſafe to lament this miſera- 
ble Deſtiny ; but even his Companions in Arms, 
whilſt they mourned at the Funeral of their Captain; 
and fill'd all the Places with Plaints and Lamentati- 
ons, were ſuddenly metamorphos'd into Birds like 
unto Swans, who, when their Death approacheth, 
ling melodious and mournful Hymns. | 


For in any of the Poetical Records, wherein the He- 
toes are mention'd, we find not that any one of them, 
beſides Diomedes, did ever with his Sword offer Vio- 


ſeems in him to repreſent the Nature and Fortune 
of Man, who of himſelf doth propound, and make 
this as the end of all his Actions, to worſhip ſome 
Divine Power, or to follow ſome Se& of Religion, 
though never ſo vain and ſuperſtitious, and with 
Force and Arms to defend the ſame: For 1 
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This Fable hath a moſt rare and ſingular Subject: 


ence to any of the Deities. And indeed, the Fable 
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„„ Tees gabe esd 
thoſe bloody Quarrels for Religion were unknown to 
the Ancients, (the Heathen Gods not having ſo much 


as a touch of that Jealouſy, which is an Attribute of 
the true God,) yet the Wiſdom. of the Ancient Times 


known by Experience, was yet comprehended by Me- 
ditations and Fictions. They then that endeavour to 
reform and convince any Sect of Religion, (though 
vain, corrupt, and infamous, ſhadowed by the Perſon 
ol Venus,) not by the force of Argument and Doctrin, 
and Holineſs of Life, and by the weight of Examples 
and Authority, but labour to extirpate and root it 
out by Fire and Sword, and Tortures, are encoura- 
ged, it may be, thereunto by Pallas; that is, by the 
Acrity of Prudence, and Severity of Judgment, by 
whoſe. Vigour and Efficacy they ſee into the Falſity | 
and Vanity of theſe Errors: And by this their hatred 
of Pravity, and good Zeal to Religion, they purchaſe 
to themſelves great Glory, and by the Vulgar (to 
whom nothing moderate can be grateful) are eſteem- 
ed and honour'd as the only Supporters of Truth and 
Religion, when others ſeem to be luke-warm and full 
of Fear. Yet this Glory and Happineſs doth ſeldom 
endure to the end, ſeeing every violent Proſperity, 
it it prevent not alteration: by an untimely Death, 
grows to be unproſperous at laſt: For if it happen 
| that by a change of Government, this banifh'd and 
depreſs'd Se& get Strength and ſo bear up again, then 
theſe zealous Men, ſo fierce in Oppoſition before, 
are condemn'd, their very Names are - hateful, and 
all their Glory ends in Obloquy. | h 
In that Diomedes is ſaid ta be myrther'd by his | 
Hoſt, it gives us to underſtand that the difference ot 
Religion breeds Deceit and Treachery, even among 
neareſt Acquaintance. 5 

- Now in that Lamentation and Mourning was not 
tolerable but puniſh'd ; it puts us in mind, that let 
there be never ſo nefaripus an Act done, yet on y 
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ſome place left for Commiſeration and Pity, that e- 
yen thoſe that hate Offences, ſhould yet in Humanity 
commiſerate Offenders, and pity. their Diſtreſs, it be- 
ing the Extremity of Evil, when Mercy is not ſuffer d 
to have Commerce with Miſery: | Yea, even in the 
Cauſe as well of Religion as Impiety, many Men may 
be noted and obſery'd to have been compaſſionate. 
But on the contrary, the Complaints and Moans of 
Diomedes's Followers, that is, of Men of the ſame Sect 
and Opinion, are wont to be ſhrill and loud, like 
Swans or the Birds of Diomedes. In whom alſo that 
t of the Allegory is excellent, to ſignify that the 
laſt Words of thoſe that ſuffer Death for Religion, 
like the Songs of dying Swans, do wonderfully work 
upon the Minds of Men, and ſtrike and remain a 
long time in their Senſes and Memories. a 


> ah att tio. A [EE "Os — _— — 1 


: * * 


D DAL US, or Mechanic. 


A Echanical Wiſdom and Induſtry, and in it un- 

1 lawful Science perverted to wrong ends, is 
ſhadowed, by. the Ancients under the Perſon of Dada- 
las, a Man ingentous but execrable. This Dadalus 
(for murthering his Fellow-ſervant that emulated him) 
being baniſh'd, was kindly entertain'd- (during his 
Exile) in many Cities and Princes Courts; for indeed 
he was the Raiſer and Builder of many goodly Stru- 
tures, as well in Honour of the Gods, as the Beau- 
ty and Magnificence of Cities, and other publick. 
Places, but for his Works of Miſchief he is moſt no- 
torious. It is he that fram'd the Engine which Pa- 
phae us d to ſatisfy her Luft in company with a Bull; 
ſo that by his wretched Induſtry and pernicious De- 


vice, that Monſter Minotaur (the Deſtruction of ſo 


many hopeful Youths) cook his accurſed and infamous, 
Beginning, and ſtudying to cover and increaſe one 
Miſchief witch another; for the Security and Preſer- 
976 . | vation 
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vation of this Monſter he invented and built a Labj 2 
rinth, a Work for Intent and Uſe moſt nefarious 4 

wicked, for Skill and Workmanſhip famous and ex- 
—_ Afterwards that he might not be noted on- 

for Works of Miſchief, bur he ſought after as wel! 

185 Remed ies, as for Inſtruments of Deſtruction, he 
was the Author of that ingenious Device concerning 
the Clew of Thread, by which the Labyrinth was 

made paſſable without any let. This Dedalis was 
perſecuted by Minos with great Severity, Diligence, 
and Inquiry, but he always found the means to avoid 
and eſcape his Tyranny. Laſtly, he taught his Son 
Tcarus to fly; but the Novice in Oſtentation of this 
Art, ſoaring too high, fell into the Sea and was 
drowned. 

The Parable ſeems to be che In the beginning 
of it may be noted that kind of Envy or Emulation 
that lodgeth, and wonderfully ſways and domineers 
amongſt. excellent Artificers, there being no kind of 
People more reciprocally rormented with bitter and 
deadly Hatred than they. 

The Ban iſhment alſo of Dadalas . 4 Puniſhment in- 
flicted on him againſt the Rules of Policy and Provi- 
denee) is worth the noting: For Artificers have this 
Prerogative to find Entertainment and Welcome in all 
Countries, ſo that Exile to an excellent Workman can 
hardly be term'd a Puniſhment, whereas other Con- 
ditions and States of Life can ſcarce live out of their 
own Country. T he Admiration of Artificers is pro- 
pagated and increas d in foreign and ſtrange Nations, 
feeing it is a natural and unbred Diſpoſition of Men 
to value their own Country- men (in reſpe& of Me- 
chanical Works) leſs than Strangers. 

Concerning the uſe of Mechanical Arts, that which 
follows is plain. The Life of Man is mach behold- 
en to them, ſeeing many things (conducing to the 
Ornament of Religion, to the Grace of Civil Diſci- 
pline, and to the beautifying of all Humane Kind) 
are 
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ire extracted out of their Treaſuries & And yet nor- 
withſtanding from the ſame Magazine or Store-houſe 
are produced Inſtruments both of Euſt and Death; 
for to omit the Wiles of Bands, we will know how 
far exquiſite Poiſons, warlike Engines, and ſuch like 
Miſchiefs (the effects of Mechanical Inventions) do 
exceed the Minot aur himſelf in Malignity and ſavage 
, . 23907 1H | 
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Moreover that of the Labyrinth: is an excellent Al- 


kgory, whereby is ſhadow'd the Nature of Mechani- 
cal Sciences; for all ſuch handycraft Works as are 
more ingenious and accurate, may be compar'd to a 
Labyrinth in reſpect of Subtilty and divers intricate 
Paſſages, and in other plain Reſemblances, which by 
the Eye of Judgment can hardly be guided and diſ- 


cerned, but only by the Line of Experience. 
Neither is it impertinently added, that he which 
nyented the intricate Nooks of the Labyrinth, did 
alſo ſhew the Commodity of the Clew: For Mecha- 
nical Arts are of ambiguous uſe, ſerving as well for 
hutt as for Remedy; and they have in a manner Pow- 
er both to looſe and bind themſelves. 5 i -2r 
Unlawful Trades, and ſo by conſequence, Arts 
themſelves are oſten perſecuted by Minos, that is, by 
Laws which do condemn them, and prohibit Men 
to uſe them. Nevertheleſs they are hid and retain d 
every where; finding lurking Holes and Places of re- 
ceipt, which was well obſerv'd by Tacitus of the Ma- 
thematieians and Figure-flingers of his time, in 2 
thing not ſo much unlike; Genus Hominum quod in Ci- 
vitate noſtra ſemper &' retinebitur & vetabitur. There 
is a kind of Men that will always abide in our Citys 
though always forbidden; and yet not withſtanding 
unlawful and curious Arts of what kind ſoever, in 
tract of time, when they cannot perform what they 
promiſe, do fall from the good Opinion that was held: 
ot them, (no otherwiſe than Icarus fell down from the 
Kics,) they grow to be contemned and * 
& \ LE we YE a KF; . 0 
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{o-periſh by roo much Oſtentation. And to ſay the 
Truth, they are not ſo happily reſtrain'd by the 
Reins of Law, as bewray'd by their. own Vanity. 
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[THE Poets Fable that Vulcan ſolicited Minerva 
for her Virginity, and impatient of denial, with 
an inflam'd Deſire offer'd her Violence, but in ſtrug- 
ling his Seed fell upon the Ground, whereof came 
Eritthonius, whoſe, Body from the middle upward 
was of a comely and apt Proportion, but his Thighs 
and Legs like the Tail of an Eel, ſmall and deform'd. 
To which Monſtroſity he being conſcious, became 
the firſt. Inventor of the uſe df Chariots, whereby 
that part of his Body which was well proportioned 
might be ſeen, and the other which was ugly and 


ancomely might be hid. f 
This ſtrange and prodigious Fiction may ſeem to Ml © * 
ſhew that Art which (for the great uſe it hath of Fire) Ml tbr. 
is ſhadow'd by Vultan, although it labour by much = 
ſtriving with corporeal Subſtances to force Nature, 5 
and to make her ſubject to it, (ſhe being for her in- c 1 
duſtt ious Works rightly: repreſented by Minerva; thes 
yet ſeldom or never attains the End it aims at, but thin 
with much ado and great Pains (wreſtling as it were W mor 
with her) comes ſhort of its Purpoſe, and produceth | 
certain imperfe& Births and lame Works, fair to the 2 


Eye, but weak and defective in uſe, which many Im- 
poſtors (with much Subtilty and Deceit) ſet to view, 
and carry about as it were in Triumph, as may for 
the moſt part be noted in Chymical Productions, and 
other Mechanical Subtilties and Novelties; eſpecially 
vrhen (rather perſecuting their Intent, than reclining 
their Errors) they rather ſtrive to overcome Nature 
by force, than ſue for her Embracements by due Ob- 
fequiouſneſs and Obſervan ce. 
e e DEU CALION. 
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DE CAL IO N, or Reſtitution. 


HE Poets ſay, that (the People of the Old 
World being deſtroy'd by a general Deluge) 
Deucalion and Pyrrha were only left alive, who pray- 
ing with fervent and zealous Devotion, that they 
might know by what Means to repair Mankind, had 
anſwer from an Oracle that they ſhould obtain what 
they deſir'd, if taking the Bones of their Mother they 
caſt them behind their Backs; which at firſt truck 
them with great Amazement and Deſpair, ſeeing (all 
things being defac'd by the Flood) it would be an end- 
WH {fs work to find their Mother's Sepulchre, but at 
length they underſtood that by Bones the Stones of the 
Arth (ſeeing the Earth was the Mother of all things) 
were ſignified by the Oracle. 4h 
This Fable ſeems to reveal a Secret of Nature, and 
to correct an Error familiar to Men's Conceits : For 
through want of Knowledge Men think that things 
may take Renovation and. Reſtauration from their Pu- 
trefaction and Dregs, no otherwiſe than the Phenix 
from the Aſhes, which in no caſe can be admitted, 
keing ſuch kind of Materials, when they have fulfill'd, 
their Periods are unapt for the beginnings of ſuch 
things: We muſt therefore look back to more com- 
mon Principles. | 
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NEMESIS, or the Viciſirude of things. 


EMESIS is ſaid to be a Goddeſs Venerable 
unto all, but to be fear'd of none but Poten- 
lates and Fortune's Favourites. She is thought to be 
the Daughter of Oceanus and Nox. She is pourtraict- 
ed with Wings on her Shoulders, and on her Head a 
e S | Coronet; 
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Coronet; bearing in her Right Hand a Javelin of 4% 
and in her Left a Pitcher with the Similitudes of A. 
thiopians engraven on it; aud laſtly, ſhe is deſcrib'd 
ſitting on an Hart. : 5 

The Parable may be thus unfolded. Her Name Ne- 
me ſis doth plainly ſignify Revenge or Retribution, her 
Office and Adminiſtration being (like a Tribune of the 
People) to hinder the conſtant and perpetual Felicity 
of happy Men, and to interpoſe her Word, veto, [ 
for bid the Continuance of it; that is, not only to 
chaſtiſe Inſolency, but to intermix Proſperity (tho 
harmleſs and in a mean) with the Viciſſitudes of Ad- 
verſity, as if it were a Cuſtom, that no mortal Man 
ſhould be admitted to the Table of the Gods but for 
Sport, Truly when I read that Chapter, wherein 
Caius Plinius hath collected his Misfortunes and Miſe- 
ries of Auguſtus Ceſar, whom of all Men I thought the 
moſt happy, who had alſo a kind of Art to uſe and 
enjoy his Fortune, and in whoſe Mind might be noted 
neither Pride, nor Lightneſs, nor Niceneſs, nor Diſ- 
order, nor Melancholy, (as that he had appointed a 
time to die of his own accord,) I then deem'd this 
Goddeſs to be great and powerful, to whoſe Altar ſo 
worthy a Sacrifice as this was drawn. | 
The Parents of this Goddeſs were Oceanus and Nox, 
that is, the Viciſſitude of things and Divine Judgment 
obſcure and ſecret ; for the Alteration: of things are 
aptly repreſented by the Sea, in reſpect of the contt- 
nual ebbing and flowing of it, and hidden Providence 
is well ſet forth by the Night - For even the Noqur- 
nal Nemeſis (ſeeing Humane judgment differs much 
_ Divine) was ſeriouſly obſery'd by the Hea- 
then. l 


Virgil Eneid. lib. 2. 
—Cadit & Ripheus juſtiſſimus unus, 
8 — fuit ex Teucris, & ſervantiſſimus equi. 
lis aliter viſum— 0 4.0 
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That Day, by Greekiſh Force, was Riphews ſlain” 
So juſt and ſtrict Obſerver of the Law, Fi 
As Troy within her Walls, did not contain 

A better Man: Vet God then good it ſaw. 


She is deſcrib'd with Wings, becauſe the Changes of 
things are ſo ſudden, as that they are ſeen before fore- 
ſen: For in the Records of all Ages, who find it for 
the moſt part true, that great Potentates, and wiſe 
Men have petiſt'd” by thoſe Misfortunes which they 
moſt contemn'd, as may he obſerv'd in Marc is Cicero, 
who being admoniſh'd by Decius Brutus of Octavius Cæ- 
ſar's hypocritical. Friendſhip and Hollow-heartedneſs 
towards him, returns him this Anſwer, Te autem, mi 
Brute, ſicut debeo, amo, quod iſt ud quicquid eſt nugarum 
me ſcire voluiſti: I muſt ever acknowledge my ſelf 
(Dear Brutus) beholden to thee, in Love, for that 
thou haſt been ſo careful to acquaint me with that 
which I eſteem but as a needleſs Friſſe to be doubted. 
Meme ſis is alſo adorn'd with a Coronet, to ſhew the 
envious and malignant Diſpoſition of the Vulgar, for 
when Foftune's Favourites and preat Potentates come 
to ruin, then do the common People rejoyce, ſetting 
as it were a Crown upon the Head of Revenge. a 

The Javelin in her right Hand points at thoſe whom 
ſhe aQtually ſtrikes'and pierceth through. ED 

And before thoſe. whom ſhe deſtroys not in their 
Calamity and Misfortune, ſhe ever preſents that black 
and diſmal Spectacle in her left Hand: For queſtionleſs 
to Men fitting as it were upon the Pinacle of Proſperi- 
'ty, the thoughts of Death and painfulneſs of Sickneſs 
and Misfortunes, perfidiouſneſs of Friends, treachery 
of Foes, change Eftate, and ſuch like, ſeem as vgly 
to the Eye of their Meditations, as thoſe Al hiopians 
pictur'd in Nemeſis her Pitcher. Virgil in deſcribing 
the Battle of Aclium, ſpeaks thus elegantly of Cleopa- 
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Regina in medliis patrio Doc at ag mina ſiſtro, | 

Nec dum etiam geminos a tergo reſpicit angues. 
The Queen amid'ſt this hurly-bur! | ſtands, 
And with her Country-Timbrel calls her Bands; 


Not ſpying yet, where crawl'd behind her Back, 


Two deadly Snakes with Venom ſpeckled black. 


But not long after, which way ſoever ſhe turned 
Troops of Athiopians were {till before her Eyes. 
Laſtly, It is wiſely added, That Nemeſis rides upon 
an Hart, becauſe a Hart is a, moſt lively Creature, 
And albeit, it may be, that ſuch, as are cut off by 


Death in their Youth, preveat and ſhun the Power of 


Nemeſis ; yet doubtleſs ſuch, whoſe Proſperity and 
Power continue long, are made ſubject unto her, and 
lie as it were trodden under her Feet. 


* Y * * * 
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ACHELOU 5, or Battle. 


1 is a Fable of Antiquity, that when Hercules aud 
Achelous as Rivals contended for the Marriage of 


Deianira, the Matter drew them to Combate, where- 


in Achelous took upon him many divers Shapes, for 
ſo was it in his Power to do, and amongſt others, 
transforming himſelf into the likeneſs of a furious wild 
Bull, aſſaults Hercules and provokes him to fight. But 
Hercules for all this, ſticking to his old Human Form, 
courageouſly encounters him, and ſo the Combat goes 
roundly on: But this was The Event, That Hercules 
tore away one of the Bull's Horns, wherewith he be- 
ing mightily daunted and grieved, to ranſom his 
Horn again, was contented to give Hercules, in ex- 
change thereof, the Amalthean-Horn, or Cornu: Copia. 


This 
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This Fable hath relation unto the Expeditions of 
War, for the Preparations 'thereof on the defenſive 

part (which expreſt in the Perſon of Achelout) is very 
diverſe and uncertain. But the invading Party 1s moſt 
commonly of one ſort, and that very ſingle, conſiſting 
of an Army by Land, or perhaps of a Navy by Sea, 
But for a King that in his own Territory expects an 
Enemy, his Occaſions are infinite. He fortifies Towns, 
he aſſembles Men out of the Countries and Villages, 
he raiſeth Citadels,he builds and breaks down Bridges, 
he diſpoſeth Garriſons, and placeth Troops of Soldi- 

ers on Paſſages of Rivers, on Ports, on Mountains, 
and Ambuſhes in Woods, and is buſied with a Multi- 
tude of other Directions, inſomuch, that every day 
he preſcribeth new Forms and Orders; and then at 
laſt having accommodated all things compleat for De- 
fence, he then rightly repreſents the Form and Man- 
ner of a fierce fighting Bull. On the other ſide, the 

Invader his greateſt Care is, the fear to be diſtreſſed 
for Victuals in an Enemy- Country; and therefore af- 
fects chiefly to haſten on Battle: For if it ſhould hap- 
pen, that after a Field Fight, he prove the Victor, and 
as it were, break the Horn of the Enemy, then cer- 
tainly this follows, that his Enemy being ſtricken with 


uns an py Ʒ G 


d Terror, and abaſed in his Reputation, preſently be- 
of T wrays his Weakneſs, and ſeeking to repair his Loſs, 
e- retires himſelf to ſome ſtrong hold, abandoning to the 
or Conqueror the Spoil and Sack of his Country and Ci- 
tes: Which may well be termed a Type of the Amal - 
1d thean Horn. F | BE» bb 
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DIONTSIU S, or Paſſions. | 


HEY fay that Semele, Jupiter's Sweet-heart, (has 
ving bound her Paramour, by an irrevocable 
Oath, to grant her one Requeſt which ſhe would re- 
quire) delired that he would accompany her in the 
858 8 3 ſame 
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lame form wherein he accompanied Juno: Which he 
granting (as not able to deny) it came to paſs, that 
the miſerable Wench was burnt with Lightning. But 
the lafant which ſhe bare in her Womb, Jupiter, the 
Father, took out, and kept it in a Gaſh which he cut 
in his Thigh, till e the Months were compleat that it 
ſhould. be porg. This Burthen made Jupiter ſomewhat 
to limp, whereupan the Child (becauſe. it was heavy 
and troubleſome to its Father while it lay in his Thigh) 
was called Pionyſius. Being born, it was committed to 
Proſerpina for ſome Years. to be nurſt, and being 
grown up, it had. ſuch a maiden Face, as that a Man 
could hardly judge whether it were a Boy or Girl. He 
was dead alſo, and buried for a time, but afterward 
revived : Being but a Youth, he invented and taught 
the plantiag and dreſſing. of Vines, the making allo, 
and uſe of Wige; for which becoming famous and re- 
now ned, he ſubjugated the World, even to the utter- 
moſt Bounds of /:4:a. He rode in a Chariot drawn 
with. Tygers, There danced about him certain defor- 
med Hobgoblins, called; Cobali, Acratus and others, 
Vea, even the Muſes alſo were ſome of his Followers. 
56 0 Wife Ariadne, for ſaken and left by Theſes. 
The, Trge ſacred unto him was the Juy. He was held 
the laventor, 85 luſtitutor of Sacrifices and Ceremo- 
nies,: and full of Corruption and Cruelty. He had 
Power to ſtrike Men with Fury and Madneſs; for it is 
reported, That at the Celebration of his Orgies, two 
famous Worthies Pentheus and Orpbeus, were torn in 
Pieces by certain frantick Women, the one becauſe he 
got upon a Tree to behold their Ceremonies in theſe 
Sacriffces ⁊ the other for making melody with his Harp: 
And for his Gods, they are in a manner the fame with 
Japiter's. 
Flere 5 is ſuch excellent Morality couch'd in this Fa- 
ble, as that moral, Fhiloſophy aſſords not better; for 
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which (though never ſo hurtful) is nothing elſe but the 
Object of apparent good in the Eyes of Appetite. And 
it is always conceived in an unlawful Defire, raſhly 
propounded and obtained, before well under ſtood and 
conſidered z and when it begins to grow, the Mother 
of it, which is the deſire of apparent good by too much 
Fervency, is deſtroyed and periſheth. Nevertheleſs 
(Whil'ſt yet it is an imperfect Embrio) it is nouriſhed 
and preſerved in the Humane Soul (which is as it were 
a Father unto it, and repreſented by Jupiter) but eſpe- 
cially ia the inferior part thereof, as in a Thigh, 
where alſo it cauſeth ſo much Trouble and Vexation, 
as that good Determinations and Actions are much 
hindred and lamed thereby; and when it comes to be 
confirmed by Conſent and Habir, and breaks out as it 
were into act, it remains yet a while with Proſerpina, 
as with a Nurſe, that is, it ſeeks Corners and ſecret 
Places, and as it were, Caves under Ground, until 
(the Reins of Shame and Fear being laid aſide in a 
pampered Audaciouſneſs) it either takes the pretext 
of ſome Vertue, or becomes altogether impudent and 
ſhameleſs. And it is moſt true, that every vehement 
Paſſion is of a doubtful Sex, as being Maſculine in the 
firſt Motion, but Feminine in Proſecution. | 

It is an excellent Fiction that of Bacchus reviving 
for Paſſions do ſometimes ſeem to be in a dead Sleep, 
and as it were utterly extinct, but we ſhould not 
think them to be ſo indeed; rio, though they lay, as 
It were, in their Grave, for let there be but Matter 
and Opportunity offered, and you ſhall ſee them quick- 
ly to revive again. nar ; 

The Invention of Wine is wittily aſcribed unto him; 
every Affection being ingenious and skilful in finding 
out that which brings Nouriſhment unto it; and in- 
deed, of all things known to Men, Wine is molt 
powerful and efficacious to excite and kindle Paſſions 
of what kind ſoever, as being in a manner common 

Nurſe to them all, tes Cog ny 
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Again, his conquering of Nations, and undertaking 
lafinite Expediticns is an elegant Device; for Deſire 
never reſts content with what it hath, but with an 
infinite and unſatiable Appetite ſtil] covets and gapes 
after more. | 

His Chariot alſo is well ſaid to be drawn by Tygers; 
for as ſoon as any affection ſhall from going a- foot, be 
advanced to ride in a Chariot, and ſhall captivate 
Reaſon, and lead her in a Triumph, it grows cruel, 
untamed, and fierce againſt whatſoever withſtands or 
oppoſeth it. | 9 0 Ff 
It is worth the noting alſo, that thoſe ridiculous 
Hobgoblins are brought in dancing about his Chariot; 
for every Paſſion doth cauſe in the Eyes, Face and Ge- 
ſture, certain undecent and ill-ſeeming, apiſh and de- 
formed Motions ; ſo that they who in any kind of Paſ- 
| ſion, as in Anger, Arrogancy, or Love, ſeem glori- 

ous and brave in their own Eyes, do yet appear to 
others miſhapen and ridiculous. _ 
In that the Muſes are ſaid to be of his Company, it 
ſhews that there is no Affection almoſt which is not 
ſoothed by ſome Art, wherein the Indulgence of Wits 
doth derogate from the glory of the Muſes, who (when 


they ought to be the Miſtreſs of Life) are made the 
Waiting-maids of Affections. | 


Again, where Bacchus is ſaid to have loved Ariadne, 
that was rejected by Theſens; it is an Allegory of ſpe- 
cial Obſervation; for it is moſt certain, that Paſſions, 
always covet and deſire that which Experience for- 
ſakes; and they all know (who have paid dear for 
ſerving and obeying their Luft) that whether it be Ho- 
nour, or Riches, or Delight, or Glory, or Knowledge, 
or any thing elſe which they ſeek atter, yet are 57 
but things calf off, and by divers Men, in all Ages at- 
ter Experience had utterly rejected and loathed. ' 

Neicher is it without a Myſtery, that the Try was 
ſacred to Bacchus; for the Application holds, Fut, In 
that the /vy remains green in Winter. n 
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that it ſticks to, embraceth and overtoppeth fo many 
divers Bodies, as Trees, Walls and Edifices. Touching 
the firſt, every Paſſion doth by Reſiſtance and Relucta- 


tion, and as it were by Antiperiſtaſis (like the ly of 


the cold Winter) grow freſh and luſty. And as for 
the other, every predominate Affection doth again 
(like the Ivy) embrace and limit all Humane Actions 
and Determinations, adhering and cleaving faſt unto 
them. mu | 

Neither is it a Wonder, that ſuperſtitious Rites and 
Ceremonies were attributed unto Bacchus, ſeeing eve- 
ry giddy-headed Humour keeps in a manner Revel- 
rout in falſe Religions; or that the cauſe of Madneſs 
hould be aſcribed unto him ſeeing every Affection is 
by Nature a ſhort Fury, which (it it grows vehement, 
and become habitual) concludes in Madneſs. | 
Concerning the rending and diſmembring of Pent he- 
us and Orpheus, the Parable is plain, for every preva- 
lent Affection is outrageous and ſevere, and againſt 
curious Inquiry, and wholſome and free Admonition. 
Laſtly, That by Confuſion of Jupiter and Bacchus, 
their Perſons may be well transferred to a Parable, 
ſeeing noble and famous Acts, and remarkable and 
glorious Merits, do ſometimes proceed from Vertue, 
and well ordered Reaſon and Magnanimity, and ſome- 
times from a ſecret Affection, and hidden Paſſion, 
which are ſo dignified with the Celebrity of Fame and 
Glory, that a Man can hardly diſtinguiſh between the 
Acts of Bacchus, and the Geſts of Jupiter. 


— ramen 
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4TA LAN T 4, or Gain. 


A L ANT A, who was reputed to excel in 

Swiftneſs, ſhould needs challenge Hippomenes at 

a Match in Running. The Conditions of the Prize were 

theſe: That if Hippomenes won the Race, he ſhould 

clpouſe Atalanta; if he were out- run, that The or 
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ſhould forfeit his Life. And in the Opinion of alt, 
the Victory was thought aſſured of Atalanta's ſide, be. 
ing famous, as ſhe was, for her matchleſs and incon- 
querable Speed, whereby ſhe had been the Bane of ma- 
ny. Hippomenes therefore bethinks him how to deceive 
her by a Trick, and in that regard provides three 
Golden Apples or Balls, which he purpoſely carried 
about him. The Race is begun, and Atalanta pets a 
es Start before him. He ſeeing himſelf thus caſt 

ehind, being mindful of his Device, throws one of 
his Golden Balls before her, and yet not outright, but 
ſomewhat of the one ſide, both to make her linger and 
alſo to draw her out of the right Courſe : She, out of 
a womaniſn Deſire, (being thus inticed with the Beau- 
ty of the Golden Apple) leaving her direct Race runs 
aſide, and ſtoops to catch the Ball, Hippomenes the 
while holds on his Courſe, getting thereby a great 
Starr, and leaves her behind him: But ſhe by her own 
natural Swiftneſs, recovers her loſt time, and gets be- 
fore him again But Hippomenes ſtill continues his 
flight, and both the ſecond and third times caſts out 
his Balls, thoſe inticing Delays; and ſo by Craft, and 
not by his Activity, wins the Race and Victory. 

This Fable ſeems Allegorically to demonſtrate a no- 
table Conflict between Art and Nature; for Art (ſig- 
nified by Atalanta) in its work (if it be not letted and 
hindred) is far more ſu ift than Nature, more ſpeedy 
in Pace, and fooner attains the End it aims at, which 
is manifeſt almoſt in every Effect: As you may ſee it 
in Fruit Trees, whereof thoſe that grow of a Kernel 
are long e're they bear, but ſach as are grafted on a 
Stock a great deal ſooner. You may fee tt in Clay, 
which 1a the Generation of Stones, is long ere it be- 
come hard; but in the burning of Bricks, 1s very 
quickly effected. Alſo in Moral Paſſages you may 
obſerve, that it is a long time ere (by the Benefit of 
Nature) Sorrow can be aſſwaged, and Comfort at- 
tained ; whereas Philoſophy (Which is, as it * 
| | 2 | | e Art 
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Art of Living) tarries not the leiſure of time, but 
doth it inſtantly, and out of hand; and yet this Pre- 
rogative and fingular Agility of Art is hindred by cer- 
tain Golden Apples to the infinite Prejudice of Hu- 
mane Proceedings : For there is not any one Arr or 
Science which conſtantly perſeveres in a true and law- 
ful Cour ſe, till it comes to the propoſed End or Mark; 
but ever and anon make Stops after good Beginnings, 
leaves the Race, and turns aſide to Profit and Commo- 
d SC" * 


Declinat curſus, aurumque volubile tollit, 


Who doth her Courſe forſake, 
The Rolling Gold to take. 


And therefore it is no wonder that Art hath not 
the Power to conquer Nature, and by Pact or Law of 
Conqueſt, to kill and deſtroy her; but on the contra- 
ry it falls out, that Art becomes ſubject to Nature, and 
yields the Obedience, as a Wife the Husband. 


1 


PRO M ET IHECS, or the Statue of Man. 


THE Ancients deliver, that Prometheus made a 
Man of Clay, mixt with certain Parcels taken 
from divers Animals, who ſtudying to maintain this 
his Work by Art, (that he might not be accounted a 
founder only, but Propagator of Humane kind) ſtole 
up to Heaven with a Bundle of Twigs, which be kind- 
led at the Chariot of the Sun, came down again, and 
communicated it with Men: And yet they ſay, (That 
not withſtand ing this excellent Work of his,) he was 
requited with Ingratitnde, in a treacherous Conſpira- 
cy: For they accuſed both him and his Invention ro 
Jupiter, Which was not ſo taken as was meet it ſhould, 
tor the Intarmation was pleaſing to Jupiter and all 

at are | I 
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the Gods. And therefore in a merry Mood, granted 
unto Men, not only the uſe of Fire, but perpetual 
Youth alſo, a Boon moſt acceptable and deſirable. 
They being, as it were, over-joyed, did fooliſhly lay 
this Gift of the Gods upon the Back of an Aſs, who 
being wonderfully oppreſs'd with Thirſt, and near a 
Fountain, was told by a Serpeat ( which had the Cy- 
ſtody thereof) that he ſhould not drink, unleſs he 
would promiſe to give him the Burthen that was on | 
his Back. The filly Aſs accepted the Condition, and 
for the Reſtauration of Youth (ſold for a Draught of 
Water) paſt from Men to Serpents, - But Prometheus 
full of Malice, being reconciled unto Men, after they 
were fruſtrated of their Gift, but in a Chafe yet with 
Jupiter, feared not to uſe Deceit in Sacrifice: For ha- 
ving killed two Bulls, and in one of their Hides wrap- 
ped up the Fleſh and Fat of them both, and in the o- 
ther only the Bones, with a great Shew of religious 
Devotion, gaye Jupiter his Choice, who (deteſting his 
Fraud and Hypocriſy, but taking an Occaſion of Re- 
venge) choſe that which was ſtopp'd with Bones, and 
ſo turning to Revenge (when-he ſaw that the Inſo- 
lency of Prometheus would not be repreſented, but by 
laying ſome grievous. Affliction upon Mankind, in the 
forming of which he ſo much bragged and boaſted) 
"commanded Vulcan to frame a goodly beautiful Wo- 
man, which being done, every one of the Gods be- 
ſtowed a Gift on her; whereupon ſhe was called Pan- 
dora. To this Woman they gave, in her Hand a good- 
ty Box full of all Miſeries and Calamities, only in the 
bottom of it they put Hope; with this Box ſhe comes 
firſt to Prometheus, thinking to catch him, if perad- 
venture he ſhould accept it at her Hands, and fo open 
it; which he nevertheleſs, with good Providence and 
Foreſight refuſed. Whereupon ſhe goes to Epimet heu- 
(who though Brother to Prometheus, yet was of 4 
much differing Diſpoſition) and offers this Box unto 
him, who without Delay took it, and raſhly opened hot 
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but when he ſaw that all kind of Miſeries came flutter- 
ing about his Ears, being wiſe too late, with great 
Speed and earneſt Endeavour clapt on the Cover, and 
ſo with much ado retained Hope ſitting alone in the 
bottom; at laſt Jupiter laying many and grievous 
Crimes to Prometheus s Charge (as that he had ſtola 
Fire from Heaven, that in Contempt of his Majeſty, 
he ſacrificed a Bull's Hide ſtuff d with Bones, that he 
ſcornfully rejected his Gift, and befides all this that 
he offered Violence to Pallas) caſt him into Chains, 
and doom'd him to perpetual Torment: And by J- 
piter's Command, was brought to the Mountain Cau- 
caſus, and there bound faſt to a Pillar that he could 
not ſtir ; there came an Eagle alſo, that every Day 
fat tyring upon his Liver and waſted it, but as much 
as was eaten in the Day, grew again in the Night, 
that Matter for Torment to work upon might never 
decay. But yet they ſay there was an end of this Pu- 
niſhment. For Hercules croſſing the Ocean In a Cup, 


which the Sun gave him, came to Caucaſus, and ſet 


Prometheus at Liberty, by ſhooting the Eagle with an 
Arrow. Moreover in ſome Nations there were in- 
ſtituted in the Honours of Prometheus, certain Games 
of Lamp- bearers, in which they that ſtrived for the 
Prize, were wont to carry Torches lighted; which 
whoſo ſuffered to go out, yielded the Place and Victo- 
ry to thoſe that followed, and fo caſt back themſelves; 
ſo that whoſoever came firſt to the Mark with his 
Torch burning, got the Prize. 

This Fable demonſtrates and preſſeth many true and 
great Speculations, wherein ſome things have been 
heretofore well noted, others not ſo much as touch'd. 

Prometheus doth clearly and elegantly ſignify Provi- 
dence: For in the Univerſality of Nature, the Fabrick 
and Conſtitution of Man only was by the Ancients 
pick d out and choſen, and attributed unto Providence, 
aS a peculiar Work. The reaſon of it ſeems to be, not 
only in that the Nature of Man is capable of a band 
5} an 
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and Underſtanding, which is the Seat of Providence; 
and therefore it would ſeem ſtrange and incredible, 
that the Reaſon and Mind ſhould fo proceed and flow 
from dumb and deaf Principles, as that it ſhould ne- 
ceſſary be concluded, the Soul of Man to be endued 
with Providence, not without the Example, Intention, 
and Stamp of a greater Providence. But this alſo is 
chiefly propounded, that Man is as it were the Centre 
of the World, in reſpect of final Cauſes, ſo that if 
Man were not in Nature, all things would ſeem to 
ſtray and wander without Purpoſe, and like ſcattered 
Branches (as they ſay) without Inclinations to their 
End: For all things attend on Man, and he makes uſe 
of, and gathers Fruit from all Creatutes: For the Re- 
volutions and Periods of Stars make both for the Di- 
ſtinctions of Times, and the Diſtribution of the 
World's fight. Meteors alſo are referred to Preſages 
of Tempeſts; and Winds are ordained, as well for 

Navigation, as for turning of Mills, and other En- 
gines: And Plants, and Animals of what kind ſoever, 


are uſeful either for Men's Houſes, and Places of | 


ſhelter, or for Rayment, or for Food, or Medicine, 
or for eaſe of Labour, or in a word, for Delight and 
Solace; fo that all things ſeem to work, not for them- 
ſelves, but for Man. eee 


Neither is it added without Conſideration that cer- 
tain Particles were taken from divers living Crea- 
tures, and mix'd and tempered with that clayey Maſs, 
| becauſe it is moſt true that of all things comprehended 

within the Compaſs of the Univerſe, Man is a thing 
moſt mix'd and compounded, infomnch that he was 
well termed by the Ancients, a little World; for al- 

though the Chymzcks do, with too much Curioſity, take 
and wreſt the Elegancy of this Word (Microcoſm) to 
the Letter, contending to find in Man all Minerals, all 

Vegetables and the reſt, or any thing that holds Pro- 
por tion with them; yet this Propoſition remains ſound 

and whole, that the Body of Man, of all material Be- 
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ings is found to be moſt compounded, and moſt orga- 
nical, whereby it is endued and furniſhed with moſt 
admirable Vertues and Faculties. And as for fimple 
Bodies, their Powers are not many, tho certain and 
violent, as exiſting without being weakned, diminiſh» 
ed or ſtinted by Mixture; for the multiplicity and 
excellency of Operation have their Reſidence in Mix- 


ture and Compoſition, and yet nevertheleſs, Men in 


his Originals ſeems to be a thing unar med and naked, 
and una ble to help it ſelf, as needing the Aid of many 
things; therefore Prometheus made haſte to find out 
fire, Which ſuppeditates and yields Comfort and Help 
in a manner, to all humane Wants and Neceſſities: fo 
that if the Soul be the Form of Forms, and if the Hand 
be the laſtrument of Inſtruments; Fire deſerves well 
to be called the Succour of Succours, or the Help of 
Helps, which infinite Ways affords Aid and Aſſiſtance 
to all Labours and Mechanical Arts, and to the Scien- 
ces themſelves. 1 rn dt: is 
The manner of ſtealing this Fire is aptly deſcribed 
even from the nature of things: It was, they ſay, by 
a bundle of Twigs held to touch the Chariot of the 


Sun: For Twigs are uſed in giving Blows or Stripes, 


to ſignify clearly, that Fire is engendred by the vio- 
lent Percuſſion and mutual Colliſion of Bodies, by 
which their material Subſtances are attenuated and ſet 
in Motion, and prepared to receive the Heat or Influ- 


ence of the heavenly Bodies; and ſo in a clandeſtine. 


manner, and as it were by ſtealth, may be faid to take 
and ſnatch Fire from the Chariot of the Sun. SEARS 

There follows next a remarkable part of the Parable, 
that Men inſtead of Gratulation and Thankſgiving, 
were angry, and expoſtulated the Matter with Prome- 
theus, in ſomuch that they accuſed both him and his In- 
vention to Jupiter, which was ſo acceptable to him, 
that he augmented their former Commodities with a 
new Bounty. Seems it not ſtrange, that Ingratitude 


towards the Author of a Benefit (a Vice that in a man- 
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62 . The Wiſdom of the Ancients, 
ner contains all other Vices) ſhould find ſuch Appro: 
bation and Reward ? No, it ſeems to be otherwiſe: 
For the meaning of. the Allegory is this, that Men's 
Out-cries upon the Defeats of Nature and Art, pro- 
ceed from an excellent Diſpoſition of the Mind, and 
turn to their good, whereas the ſilencing of them is 
hateful to the Gods, and redounds not ſo much to 
their Profit: For they that infinitely extol Humane 
Nature, or the Knowledge they poſſeſs, breaking out 
into a prodigal Ad miration of that they have and en- 
Joy, adoring alſo thoſe Sciences they profeſs, would 
have them be accounted perfect; they do firſt of all 
ſhew little Reverence to the divine Nature, by equa- 
lizing, in a manner, their own Defects with God's 
Perfection Again, they are wonderfully injurious to 
Men, by imagining they have attained the higheſt Step 
of Knowledge, ( reſting themſelves contented ) ſeek 
no further. On the contrary, ſuch as bring Nature 
and Art to the Bar with Accuſations, the Bills of 
_ Complaint againſt them, are indeed of more true and 
moderate Judgments : For they are ever in Action, 
ſeeking always to find out new Inventions. Which 
makes me much to wonder at the fooliſh and inconſi- 
derate Diſpoſitions of ſome Men, who (making them- 
ſelves Bond- ſla ves to the Arrogancy of a few) have 
the Philoſophy of the Peripateticks (containing only a 
Portion of Græcian Wiſdom, and that but a ſmall one 
neither) in ſo great eſteem, that they hold it, not only 
an unprofitable, but a ſuſpicions, and almoſt heinous 
thing, to lay any Imputation of lmperfection upon it. l 
approve rather of Empedocles his Opinion (who like a 
Mad-man, and of Democritus his Judgment, who with 
great Moderation complained how that all things were 
involved in a Miſt) that we knew nothing, that we 
diſcerned nothing, that Truth was drowned in the 
depths of Obſcurity, and that falſe things were wonder- 
fully joyned and intermix'd with true Cas for the new 
Academy that exceeded all Meaſure) than of 11 = 
— » en 
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dent and pronunciative School of Ariſtole. Let 
Men therefore be admoniſh'd, that by acknowledg- 
| ing the Imperfection of Nature and Art, they are 
grateful to the Gods, and ſhall thereby obtain new 
Benefits and greaterFavours at their bountiful Hands, 
and the Accuſation of Prometheus their Author and 
Maſter (tho' bitter and vehement) will conduce more 
to their Profit, than to the effuſe in the Congratula- 
tion of his Invention: For in a Word, the Opinion 
of having enough, is to be accounted one of the 
greateſt Cauſes of having too little. 

Now as touching the kind of Gift which Men are 
ſaid to have receiv'd in Reward of their Accuſation 
(to wit, an ever-fading Flower of Youth) it is to 
ſhew, that the. Ancients ſeem'd not to deſpair of at- 
taining the Skill by Means and Medicines, to put off 
Old Age, and to prolong Life, but this to be num- 
bred rather among ſuch things (having been once 
happily attain'd unto) are now through Men's Neg- 
ligence and Careleſneſs, utterly periſh'd and loſt; 
than among ſuch as have been always deny'd and ne- 
„ver granted: For they ſignify and ſhew, that by af- 
. W fording the true uſe of Fire, and by a good and 
e fiern Accuſation and Conviction of the Errors of 
i MW Art, the Divine Bounty is not wanting unto Men in 
e the obtaining of ſuch Gifts, but Men are wanting to 
y MW themſelves in laying this Gift of the Gods upon the 
Back of a filly low-pac'd Aſs, which may ſeem to be 
| W Experience, a ſtupid thing, and full of Delay: From 
a W whoſe leiſurely and Sna1l-like-pace, proceeds that 
h Complaint of Life's Brevity, and Art's Length. 
re And to ſay the Truth, I am of this Opinion, th 6 
e thoſe two Faculties, Degmatical and Emperical, 45 
1c not as yet well joyn'd and coupled together, 2 . 
new Gifts of the Gods impos'd either upon 2805 
phical Abſtractions, as upon a flying Bird bilo = 
flow and dull Experience; as upon an Aſe & up 
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64 The Wiſdom of the Ancients. 
Aſs, if it meet not for the Accidents of Travel and 
Thirſt: For I am perſwaded, that who ſo conſtant- 
ly goes on, by the Conduct of Experience as by a 
certain Rule and Method, and not covets to meet 
with ſuch Experiments by the way, as conduce either 
to Gain or Oſtentation, (to obtain which, he muſt 
be fain to lay down, and fell this Burthen) may prove 
no unfit Porter to bear his new Addition of Divine 
Munificence. * | . 
Now, in that this Gift is ſaid to paſs from Men 
to Serpents, it may ſeem to be added to the Fable 
for Ornament ſake in a manner, unleſs it were inſerted 
to ſhame Men, that having the uſe of that Caleſtial 
Fire, and of ſo many Arts, are not able to get unto 
themſelves ſuch things as Nature it ſelf beſtows up- 
on many other Creatures. N c 
But that ſudden Reconciliation of Men to Prome- 
theus, after they were fruſtrated of their Hopes, con- 
tains a profitable and wiſe Note, ſhewing the Levi- 
ty and Temerity of Men in new Experiments ; for 
if they have not preſent Succeſs, anſwerable to their 
Expectation, with too ſudden haſt deſiſt from that 
they began, and with Precipitancy returning to their 
former Experiments, are reconcil'd to them again. 
The State of Man, in reſpect of Arts, and ſuch 
things as concern the Intelle&, being now deſcrib'd, 
the Parable paſſeth to Religion: For after the plant- 
Ing of Arts, follows the ſetting of Divine Principles, 
which Hypocriſy hath over- ſpread and polluted. By 
that two-fold Sacrifice therefore is elegantly ſhadow- 
ed out the Perſons of a true Religious Man, and an 
 Hypocrite. In the one is contain'd Fatneſs, (which 
by reaſon of the Inflamation and Fumes thereof, ) is 
call'd, The Portion of God; by which his Affection and 
Zeal, (tending to God's Glory, and aſcending to- 
Wards Heaven) is ſignify'd. In him alſo are contain- 
ed the Bowels of Charity, and in him is found that 
good and wholſom Fleſh. Whereas in the other, there 
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| is nothing but dry and naked Bones; which never- 


3 
- 


theleſs, do ſtuff up the Hide, and make it appear like 
a fair and goodly Sacrifice: By this may be well 
meant thoſe external and vain Rites, and empty Ce- 
remonies by which Men do oppreſs and fill up the 
ſincere Worſhip of God, things compos'd rather for 
Oſtentation, than any way conducing to true Piety. 
Neither do they hold it ſufficient to offer ſuch mock- 
Sacrifices unto God, except they alſolay them before 
kim, as if he had choſen and beſpoke them. Certain- 
ly the Propher in the Perſon of God, doth thus ex- 
poſtulate concerning this Choice, ſa. 58. 5. Num 
tandem hoc eſt illud Jejunium quod E LEG I, ut homo 
animam ſuam in diem unum affligat, & caput inſtar jun- 
ceti demittat? Is it ſuch a Faſt, that I have choſen, 
that a Man ſhould afflict his Soul for a Day, and to 


bow down his Head like a Bulruſh? 


Having now touch'd the State of Religion, the 
Parable converts it ſelf to the Manners and Conditi- 
ons of Human Life. And it is a common, but apt 
Interpretation, by Pandora to be meant Pleaſure and 
Voluptuouſneſs; which (when the civi! Life is pam- 
per'd with too much Art and Culture, and Superflui- 
ty,) is ingendred, as it were, by the efficacy of Fire, 
and therefore the work of Voluptuouſneſs is attribu- 
ted unto Vulcan, who alſo himſelf doth repreſent 
Fire. From this do infinite Miſeries, together with 
too late Repentance, proceed, and overflow the 
Minds, and Bodies, and Fortunes of Men, and that 
not only in reſpe& of particular Eftates, but even o- 
ver Kingdoms and Common-wealths; for from this 
Fountain have Wars, Tamults, and Tyrannies de- 
rivd their Original. | ; 

But it would be worth the Labour to conſider how 
elegantly and proportionably this Fable doth deline- 
ate two Conditions; or (as I may ſay) two Tables or 
Examples of Human Life, under the Perſons of /ro- 
metheus,or Epimetheus; for they that are of OT 
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his Sect, are improvident, not foreſeeing what may 
come to pals hereafter ; eſteeming that beſt which 
ſeems molt ſweet for the preſent; whence it happens 
that they are overtaken with many Miſeries, Difficul- 
ties, and Calamities, and ſo lead their Lives almoſt 
in perpetual Affliction; but yet notwithſtanding they 
pleaſe their Fancy, and out of Ignorance of the Paſſa- 
ges of things, do entertain many vain Hopes in their 
Mind, whereby they ſometimes (as with ſweet 
Dreams) ſolace themſelves, and ſweeten the Miſeries 
of their Life. But they that are Prometheus his Scho- 
lars, are Men endu'd with Prudence, foreſeeing 
things to come, warily ſnunning, and avoiding ma- 
ny Evils and Misfortunes. But to theſe their good 
Properties, they have alſo annexed, that they deprive 
themſelves, and defraud their Genim of many lawful 
Pleaſures, and divers Recreations, and (which is 
worſe,) they vex, and torment themſelves with Cares 
and Troubles, and inteſtine Fears; for being chain- 
ed to the Pillar of Neceſſity, they are afflicted with 
innumerable Cogitations, (which becauſe they are 
very ſwift, may be fitly compar'd to an Eagle,) and 
thoſe griping, and as it were, gnawing and devour- 
ing the Liver, unleſs ſometimes, as it were by Night, 
it may be they get a little Recreation, and eaſe of 
Mind; but ſo, as that they are again ſuddenly aſſaul- 
ted with freſh Anxieties and Fears. 

Therefore this Benefit happens to but a very few 
of either Condition, that they ſhould retain the Com- 
modities of Providence, and free themſelves from the 
Miſeries of Care and Perturbation ; neither indeed 
can any attain unto it, but by the Aſſiſtance of Her- 
cules, that is, Fortitude, and Conſtancy of Mind, 
which is prepar'd for every Event, and armed in all 
Fortunes, foreſceing without Fear, enjoying without 
Loathing, and ſuffering without Impatience. It is 
worth the noting alſo, that this Virtue was not na- 
tural to Prometheus, but adventitial, and from the In- 

dulgence 
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dulgence of another; for no in-bred and natural 
Fortitude is able to encounter with theſe Miſeries. 
Moreover, this Virtue was receiv'd and brought un- 
to him from the remoteſt Part of the Ocean, and trom 
the Sun, that is, from Wiſdom, as from the Sun, and 
from the Meditation of Inconſtancy, or of the Wa- 
ters of Human Life, as from the ſailing upon the 
Ocean; which two Virgil hath well conjoyn'd in 
theſe Verſes; 


Felix qui potuit rerum cognoſcere cauſas : 
Quique metus omnes; & inexorabile fatum 
Subjecit pedibus, ſtrepitumq; Acherontis avari. 


Happy is he that knows the Cauſes of things: 
And that which dauntleſs Courage treads upon 
All Fear and Fates, relentleſs Threatnings, 
And greedy Throat of roaring Acheron, 


| Moreover, it is clegantly added for the Conſolati- 
on and Confirmation of Mens Minds, that this no- 
ble Hero croſs'd the Ocean in a Cup or Pan, leſt per- 
adventure, they might too much fear that the Straits 
and Frailty of their Nature will not be capable of 
this Fortitude and Conſtancy. Of which very thing 
Seneca well conceiv'd, when he ſaid, Magnum eſt ha- 
bere ſimul fragilitatem hominis, & ſecuritatem Dei. It 
is a great matter for Human Frailty and Divine Se- 
curity to be at one and the ſelf- ſame time, in one 
and the ſelf- ſame Subject. 
But no we are to ſtep back a little again to that, 
which by Premeditation we paſs over, leſt a Breach 
ſhould be made in thoſe things that were ſo link d 
together. Thar therefore which I could touch here, 
is that laſt Crime imputed to Prometheus, about ſeek- 
ing to bereave Minerva of her Virginity : For que- 
tionleſs, it was this hainous Offence that brought 
that Puniſhment of devouring his Liver upon him; 
hich is nothing elſe but to ſhew, that when we are 
_ on putt 
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puft up with too much Learning and Science, they 
go about oftentimes to make even Divine Oracles 


fubject to Senſe and Reaſon ; whence moſt certainly 


follows a continual Diſtraction, and reſtleſs griping 
of the Mind; we muſt therefore with a ſober, and 
humble Judgment, diſtinguiſh between Humanity 
and Divinity, and between the Oracles of Senſe, and 
the Myſteries of Faith, unleſs an Heretical Religion, 
and a commentitious Philoſophy be pleaſing unto us. 
Laſtly, It remains that we ſay ſomething of the 
Games of Prometheus, performed with burning Tor- 
ches, which again have reference to Arts and Sci- 
ences, as that Fire, in whoſe Memory and Celebra- 
tion theſe Games were inſtituted, and it contains in 
it a moſt wiſe Ad monition, that the Perfection of 
Sciences to be expected from Succeſſion, not from 
the Nimbleneſs and Promptneſs of one only Author; 
for they that are nimbleſt in Courſe, and ſtrongeſt in 
Contention, yet haply have not the Luck to keep 
Fire ſtill in their Torch; ſeeing it may be as well ex- 
tinguiſh'd by running too faſt, as by going too flow. 
And this running and contending with Lamps, ſeems 
long ſince to be intermitted, ſeeing all Sciences ſeem 
even now to flouriſh moſt in their firſt Authors, Ari- 
ſtotle, Galen, Euclid and Prolomy ; Succeſſion having 
neither effected, nor almoſt attempted any great 
Matter. It were therefore to be wiſh'd, that theſe 
Games, in Honour of Prometheus, or Human Nature, 
were again reſtor'd, and that Matters ſhould receive 
Succeſs by Combate and Emulation, and not hang 
upon ary one Man's ſparkling and ſhaking Torch. 
Men therefore are to be admoniſh'd to rouſe up their 
Spirits, and try their Strengths and Turns, and not 

to refer all to the Opinions and Brains of a few. 
And thus have I deliver'd that which I thought 
good to oblerve out of this ſo well known, and com- 
mon Fable; and yet I will not deny but that there 
may be {ome things in it, which have an admirabie 
& | Conſent 
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Conſent with the Myſteries of Chriſtian Religion, 
and eſpecially that failing of Hercules in a Cup, (to 
ſet Prometheus at liberty, ) ſeems to repreſent an Image 
of the Divine Word, coming in Fleſh, as in a frail 
Veſſel, to redeem Men from the Slavery of Hel. But 
I] have interdicted my Pen all Liberty in this kind, 
leſt I ſhould uſe ſtrange Fire at the Altar of the Lord. 


— 


Scylla and Icarus, or the Middle-wa). 
AEDIOCRIT I, or the Middle-way, is moſt 


commended in Moral Actions; in Contempla- 
tive Sciences, not ſo celebrated, tho' no leſs profita- 
ble and commodious; but in Political Employments, 
to be uſed with great Heed and Jadgment. The An- 
cients by the way, prefcrib'd by Icarus, noted the 
Mediocrity of Manners; and by the Way between 
Scylla and Charybdis (ſo famous for Difficulty and Dan- 
ger,) the Mediocrity of intellectual Operations. 

Icarus being to croſs the Sea by flight, was com- 
manded by his Father that he ſhould fly neither too 
high nor too low; for his Wings being joyn'd with 
Wax, if he ſhould mount teo high, it was to be fea- 
red leſt the Wax ſhould melt by the Heat of the Sun, 
and if too low, leſt miſty Vapours of the Sea would 
make it leſs tenacious; but he in a youthful Jollity 
ſoaring too high, fell down headlong, and periſh'd 
in the Water. : 

The Parable is eaſy and vulgar; for the way of 
Virtue lies in a direct Path between Exceſs and De- 
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- WU f&. Neither is it a wonder that [carzs periſh'd by 
t Exceſs, ſeeing that Exceſs for the moſt part, is the 

peculiar Fault of Youth, as Detect is of Age, and yet 
i of two evil and hurtful Ways, Youth commonly 
5 makes choice of the better, Defect being always ac- 
P counted worſt; for whereas Exceſs contains ſome 


ic WM Sparks of Magnanimity, and like a Bird, claims 
1 = T 4 Kindred 
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Kindred of the Heavens, Defect, only like a bafe 
Worm, crawls upon the Earth. Excellently there- 
fore ſaid Heraclitus, Lumen ficcum, optima Anima; 
a dry Light is the beſt Soul; for if the Soul contract 
Moiſture from the Earth is become degenerate alto- 
gether. Again, on the other fide, there muſt be Mo- 
deration us'd, that this Light be ſubriliz'd by this 
laudable Siccity, and not deſtroy'd by too much 
Fervency. And thus much every Man for the moſt 
part knows. | | 

Now they that would ſail between Scylla and Cha- 
rybdis muſt be furniſh'd, as well with the Skill as pro- 
ſperous Succeſs in Navigation: For if their Ships fall 
into Scylla they are ſplit on the Rocks; if into Charyb- 
dis they are ſwallowed up of a Gulph. | 

The Moral of this Parable ( which we will bur 
briefly touch, although it contain Matter of infinite 
Contemplation) ſeems to be this: That in every 
Art and Science, and ſo in their Rules and Axioms, 
there be-a mean obſerv'd between the Rocks of Di- 
ſt inctions, and the Gulphs of Univerſalities; which 


two arc famous for the Wrack both of Wits and 
Arts. 15 


— — 
— 


S PHT N X; or Sconce. 


F{YTHEY ſay that Sphvnx was a Monſter of divers 
Forms, as having the Face and Voice of a Vir- 
gin, the Wings of a Bird, and the Talons of a Gry- 
phin. His Abode was in a Mountain near the City of 
Thebes ; he kept alſo the High-ways, and usd to lie 
in Ambuſh for Travellers, and ſo to ſurprize them: 
To whom (being in his Power) he propounded cer- 
tain dark and intricate Riddles, which were thought 
to have been given and receiv'd of the Muſes. Now 
if theſe miſerable Captives were not able inſtantly 
to reſolve and interpret them in the midſt of their 
T : Difficulties 
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Difficulties and Doubts, ſhe would rend and tear 
them in pieces. The Country groaning a long time 
under this Calamity, the Thebans at laſt propounded 
the Kingdom as a Reward unto him that could inter- 
pret the Riddles of ux, there being no other way 
to deſtroy her: Whereupon Oedipus (a Man of pier- 
cing and deep Judgment, but maim'd and lame, by 
reaſon of Holes bor'd in his Feet,) mov'd with the 
hope of ſo great a Reward, accepted the Condition, 
and determin'd to put it to the Hazard; and ſo with 
an undaunted and bold Spirit, preſented himſelf be- 
fore the Monſter, who asked him what Creature that 
was, which after his Birth went firſt upon four Feet, 
next upon two, than upon three, and laſtly, upon 
four Feet again, anſwer'd forthwith, that it was 
Man; which in his Infancy, immediately after Birth, 
crawls upon all four, ſcarce venturing to creep, and 
not long after ſtands upright upon two Feet; then 
growing old, he leans upon a Staff wherewith he 
lore himſelf, ſo that he may ſeem to have three 
Feet; and at laſt, in decripid Years, his Strength 
tailing him, he falls groveling again upon four, and 
lies bed- rid. Having therefore by this true Anſwer 
gotten the Victory, he inſtantly ſlew this Sphynx, 
(and laying her Body upon an Aſs,) leads it, as it 
were, in Triumph ; and fo according to the Conditi- 
on, was created King of the Thebans. 

This Fable contains in it no leſs Wiſdom than Ele- 


gancy, and it ſeems to point at Science, eſpecially 
that which is joyn'd with Practice, for Science may 


not abſurdly be term'd a Monſter, as being by the 
ignorant and rude Multitude always held in Admi- 
ration. It is diverſe in Shape and Figure, by reaſon 
of the infinite Variety of Subjects wherein it is con- 
verfant. A Maiden Face and Voice is attributed 
unto it for its gracious Countenance and Volubility 
of Tongue. Wings are added, becauſe Sciences and 
their Inventions do paſs and fly from one to another, 
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as it were in a Moment, ſeeing that the Communi- 


cation of Science is as the kindling of one Light at 


another. Elegantly alſo it is feign'd to have ſharp 


and hooked Talons, becauſe the Axioms and Argu- 
ments of Science do ſo faſten upon the Mind, and ſo 
ſtrongly apprehend and hold it, as that it ſtir not or 
evade, which is noted alſo by the Divine Philoſo- 
pher, Eccleſ. 12. 12. Verba ſapientum (faith he) ſunt 
zanquam aculei & veluti clavi in altum defixi. The 
Words of the Wiſe are like Goads and Nails driven 
far in. iNet i e blog n | 
Moreover, all Science ſeems to be placed in ſteep 
and high Mountains, as being thought to be a lofty 
and high thing, looking down upon Ignorance with 
a ſcornful Eye. It may be obſerv'd and ſeen allo 1 
great Way, and far in compals, as things ſet on the 
Tops of Mountains. 2 Hy Bp. 
Furthermore, Science may well be feign'd to beſct 
the High-way, becauſe which way ſoever we turn in 


this Progreſs and Pilgrimage of Human Life, we meet 


with ſome Matter or Occaſion offered for Contem- 
plation. | 

Sphynx is ſaid to have receiv d from the Muſes di- 
vers difficult Queſtions and Riddles, and to pro- 
pound them unto Men, which remaining with the 
= 07 are free (it may be) from ſayage Cruelty ; for 


ſo long as there is no other end of Study and Medi- 


tation, than to know the Underſtanding is not rack- 
ed and impriſoned, but enjoys Freedom and Liberty, 
and even Doubts and Variety find a kind of Pleaſure 
and Delectation: But when once theſe Anigma's are 


deliver'd by the Muſes to Sphyax ; that is, to Practice, 


ſo that if it be ſollicited and urg'd by Action and E- 


lection, and Determination, then they begin to be 


troubleſome and raging, and unleſs they be reſoly d 
and expedited, they do wonderfully torment and 
vex the Minds of Men, diſtracting, and in a manner 
gan —_ ,j&α/y Parts. 
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Moreover, there is always a twofold Condition 
propounded with Sphynux her Anigma's: To him 
that doth not expound them, diſtraction of Mind; 
and to him that doth, a Kingdom; for he that knows 
that which he ſought to know, hath attain'd the end 


he aim'd at, and every Artificer alſo commands over 
his Work. | | | 

Of Sphynx her Riddles, they are generally two 
kinds; ſome concerning the Nature of things, others 
touching the Nature of Men. So alſo there are two 
kinds of Empires, as Rewards to thoſe that reſolve 
them. The one over Nature, the other over Men; 


for the proper and chief End of true Natural Philo- 


ſophy is to command and ſway over Natural Beings ; 


as Bodies, Medicines, Mechanical Works, and infi- 
nite other things; although the School (being con- 
tent with ſuch things as are offer'd, and priding it 
ſelf with Speeches) doth negle& Realities and Works, 
treading them as it were under foot. But that - 
zigma propounded to Oedipus (by means of which he 
obtain d the Theban Empire) belong'd to the Nature 
of Man: For whoſoever doth throughly conſider the 
Nature of Man, may be in a manner the Contriver 
of his own Fortune, and is born to command, which 
is well ſpoken of the Romans Arts: 


Tu Yegcre imperio populos, Romane, memento. 
Hz tibi erunt Artes 


Roman remember, that with Scepters Awe 
Thy Realms thou rule. Theſe Arts let be thy Law. 


It was therefore very appoſite, that Auguſtus Cæſar 
(whether by Premeditation, or by a Chance) bare a 
Sphynx in his Signet: For he (if ever any) was fa- 
mous not only in. Political Government, but in all 
the courſe of his Life; he happily diſcover'd many 
new ZEnigma's concerning the Nature of Man, * 

5 1 if 
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if he had not done with Dexterity and Promptneſy 
he had often- times faln into imminent Danger and 
Deſtruction. e | 
Moreover, it is added in the Fable, that the Bo- 

dy of Sphynx, when ſhe was overcome, was laid up- 
on an Aſs, which indeed is an elegant Fiction, ſee- 
ing there is nothing ſo acute and abſtruſe, but (be- 
ing well underſtood and divulged,) may be well ap- 
prehended by a flow Capacity. N 3 

Neither is it to be omitted, that Sphynx was over- 
come by a Man lame in his Feet; for when Men are 
too ſwift of Foot, and too ſpeedy of Pace, in haſting 
to Sphynx her Ænigma's, it comes to pals, that (ſhe 
getting the upper hand) their Wits and Minds are 
rather diſtracted by Diſputations, than that ever 
they come to command by Works and Effects. 


1 


PRO SER PIN A, or Spirit. 


LU TO, they ſay, being made King of the Infer- 

nal Dominions, (by that memorable Diviſion,) 

was in deſpair of ever attaining any one of the ſupe- 
rior Goddeſſes in Marriage, eſpecially if he ſhould 
venture to court them either with Words or with any 
amorous Behaviour; ſo that of neceſſity he was to 
lay ſome Plot to get one of them by Rapine: Taking 
therefore the Benefit of Opportunity, he caught up 
Proſerpina (the Daughter of Ceres, a beautiful Virgin, 
as ſhe was gathering Narciſſus- Flowers in the Mca- 
dows of Sicily, and carried her away with him in his 
Coach to the Subterranean Dominions ; where ſhe 
was welcomed with ſuch Reſpect, as that ſhe was ſti- 
led the Lady of Dis. But Ceres her Mother, when 
in no place ſhe could find this her only beloved 
Daughter, in a ſorrowful Humour and diſtracted 
beyond meaſure, went compaſſing the whole Earth, 
with a burning Torch in her hand, to ſeek and reco- 
5 | ver 


yer this her loſt Child; but when ſhe ſaw that all 
was in vain, ſuppoſing peradventure, that ſhe was 
carried to Hell, ſhe importuned Jupiter with many 
Tears and Lamentations, that ſhe might be reſtored 
unto her again; and at length prevailed thus far, 
That if ſhe had taſted of nothing in Hell, ſhe ſhould 
have leave to bring her from thence ; which Condi- 
tion was as good as a Denial to her Petition, Proſer- 
pia having already eaten three Grains of a Pomegra- 
nate: And yet for all this, Ceres gave not over her 
Suit, but fell to Prayers and Moans afreſh: Where- 
fore, it was at laſt granted, that (the Year being di- 
vided) Proſerpina ſhould by alternate Courſes, remain 
one fix Months with her Husband, and the other 
ſix Months with her Mother. Not long after this, 
Theſens, and Perithous, in an over-hardy Adventure, 
attempted to fetch her from Pluto's Bed; who being 
weary with Travel, and ſetting down upon a Stone 
in Hell to reſt themſelves, had not the Power to riſe 
again, but ſat there for ever. Proſerpina therefore re- 
mained Queen of Hell, in whoſe Honour there was 
this great Privilege granted, That although it were 
) enacted, that none that went down to Hell, ſhould 
have the power ever to return from thence ; yet was 
this ſingular Exception annexed to this Law, That 
tit any preſented Froſerpina with a Golden Bough, it 
ſhould be lawful for him to go and come at his Plea- 
'> Wl fure. Now there was but one only ſuch a Bough in a 
'” Wl ſpacious and ſhady Grove, which was not a Plant 
„ neither of it ſelf, but budded from a Tree of ano- 
ther kind, like a Rope of Gum, which being pluck- 
ed off, another would inſtantly ſpring out. | 
This Fable ſeems to pertain to Nature, and to 
dive into that rich and plentiful! Efficacy and Variety 
* of ſubalternal Creatures, from whom u hatſoever we 
* have is deriv'd, and to them doth again return. 
By Proſerpina, the Ancients meant that Ætherial 
Spirit, (which being ſeparated from the upper Globe) 
18 
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the other God's Bedfellows, in being ſtild the Lady 
of Dis, becauſe this Spirit doth rule and ſway all 
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is hut up and detain'd under the Earth (repreſented 


by Pluto) which the Poet well expreſt thus: 40 
Siqve recens tellus, ſeductaque nuper ab alto 0 
Athere, coguati retinebat ſemina cæli. te 
Whether the Youngling Tellus (that of late tl 
Was from the high-rear d Æther ſeparate) tr 
Did yet contain her Teeming Womb within 4 
The living Seeds of Heaven her neareſt kin. fe 

bt 


This Spirit is feign'd to be rapted by the Earth, WM tc 
becauſe nothing can withhold it, when it hath time ¶ if 
and leiſure to eſcape. It is therefore caught and ſtaid rc 


by a ſudden Contraction, no otherwiſe than if a Man N 


ſhould go about to mix Air with Water, which can ar 
be done by no means, but by a ſpeedy and rapid Ml th 
Agitation, as may be ſeen in Froth, wherein the Air MW A 
is rapted by the Water. Pa 
Neither is it elegantly added, that Proſerpina was nc 
rapt as ſhe was gathering Narciſſus' s Flowers in the 
Valleys, becauſe Narciſſus hath his Name from Slow- 
neſs or Stupidity: For then indeed is this Spirit 
moſt prepar d and fitted to be ſnatch d by Terreſtil- 
al Matter, when it begins to be coagulated, and be- 
come as it were flown. 
Rightly is Proſerpina honour'd more than any of 


things in thoſe lower Regions, Pluto abiding ſtupid 
and ignorant. 

This Spirit the Power Cœleſtial (ſhadowed by Ce- 
res) ſtrives with infinite Sedulity to recover and get 
again: For that Brand or burning Torch of ther 


(which Ceres carry'd in her Hand) doth doubtleß {cli 
fignify the Sun, which enlightneth the whole Circuit ¶ by 
of the Earth, and would be of greateſt Moment ta mit 


recover Proſerpina, if poſſible it might be, * 
ut 
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But Proſerpina abides ſtill ; the Reaſon of which is 
accurately and excellently propounded in the Condi- 
tions between Jupiter and Ceres : For firſt, it is moſt 
certain there are two ways to keep Spirit in ſolid and 
terreſtrial Matter; the one by Conſtipation, and Ob- 
ſtruction, which is meer Impriſonment and Conſtraint ; 
the other by Adminiſtration, or proportionable Nu- 
triment, which it receives willingly and of its own 
Accord; for after that the included Spirit begins to 
feed and nouriſh it ſelf, it makes no haſte to be gone, 
but is as it were link'd to its Earth; and this is poin- 
ted at by Proſerpina her eating of Pomegranate , which 
if ſhe had not done, ſhe had long ſince been recove- 
red by Ceres with her Torch, compaſſing the Earth. 
Now as concerning that Spirit which is in Metals 
and Minerals, it is chiefly perchance reſtrain'd by 


Animals, inhabits a pourous Body, and hath open 
Paſſage to be gone, in a manner as it liſts, were it 


reaſon of the Reliſh it finds in its Entertainment. 
The ſecond Condition concerning the ſix Months 
1 it is no other than an elegant Deſcription 

the Diviſion of the Lear; ſeeing this Spirit mix d 
with Earth, appears above ground in Vegetable Bo- 
dies during the Summer Months, and in the Winter 
links down again. | 

Now as concerning Theſens and Perithous, and their 
Attempt to bring Proſerpina quite away, the meaning 
of it is, that it oftentimes comes to paſs that ſome 
more ſubtil Spirit deſcending with divers Bodies to 
e- the Earth, never come to ſuck of any ſubaltern Spi- 
zet tit, whereby to unite it unto them, and ſo to bring 


ſelves, and never riſe more, that Proſerpina ſhould be 
by that means augmented with Inhabitants and No- 


of 


minion. 


the Solidity of Maſs: But that which is in Plants and 


not that it willingly abides of its own accord, by 


her I it away. But on the contrary are coagulated them 
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-* - ory is without Grounds, and we 
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All that we can ſay concerning that Sprig of Gold, 
is hardly able to defend us from the Violence of the 
Chymicks, it in this regard they ſet upon us, ſecing 
they promiſe by that their Elixir to effect Golden 
Mountains, and the reſtoring of Natural Bodies, as 
it were from the Portal of Hell. But concerning 
Chymiſtry, and thoſe perpetual Suitors for that Phi- 
- loſophical Elixir, we know 8 that their The- 
uſpect that their 
Practice is alſo without certain Reward. And there- 
fore (omitting theſe) of this laſt part of the Parable, 
this is my Opinion, I am induced to believe by ma- 
ny Figures of the Ancients, that the Conſervation 
and Reſtauration of Natural Bodies, in ſome ſort 
was not eſteem'd by them as a thing impoſſible to be 
attain'd, but as a thing abſtruſe and full of Difficul- 
ties, and ſo they ſeem to intimate in this place, when 
they report that this one only Sprig was found among 
infinite other Trees in a huge and thick Wood, which 
they feign'd to be of Gold, becauſe Gold is the Badge 
of Perpetuity, and to be artificially as it were inſer- 
ted, becauſe this Effect is to be rather hop'd for 
from Art, than from any Medicine, or ſimple or na- 
tural Means. | 


— 


NN ET I S, or Counſel. 
HE Ancient Poets report that Jupiter took 
Metis to Wife, whoſe Name doth plainly ſigni- 
fy Counſel, and that ſhe by him conceiv'd ; which 


when he found, not tarrying the time of her Delive- 


rance, devours both her and that which ſhe went with- 
all, by which nieans Jupiter himſelf became with 
Child, and was deliver'd of a wondrous Birth; for 
out of his Head or Brain came forth Pallas Armed. 
__ The Senſe of this Fable (which at firſt Apprehen- 


fion may ſeem monſtrous and abſurd) contains in it 
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2 Secret of State, to wit, with what Policy Kings 
are wont to carry themſelves towards their Counſel- 
lors, whereby they may not only preſerve their Au- 
thority and Majeſty free and entire, but alſo that it 
may be the more extoll'd and dignify'd of the Peo- 
ple: For Kings being as it were ty'd and coupl'd in 
2 Nuptial Bond to their Counſellors, do truly con- 
ceive that communicating with them about the Af - 
fairs of greateſt Importance do yet detract nothing 


from the ir own Majeſty: But when any Matter comes 


to be cenſured or decreed (which is a Birth) there do 
they confine and reſtrain the liberty of their Coun- 
cellors, leſt that which is done ſhould ſeem to be. 
hatched by their Wiſdom and Judgment; ſo as at. 
laſt Kings (except it be in ſuch Matters as are diſtaſt- 
ful and maligned, which they always will be ſure to 
put off from themſelves) do aſſume the Honour and 
Praiſe of all Matters that are ruiminated in Council, 
and, as it were, form'd in the Womb, whereby the 

eſolution and Execution {which becauſe it proceeds 
from Power, and implies Neceſſity, is elegantly ſha- 
dowed under the Figure of Pallas Armed) ſhall ſeem 
to proceed wholly from themſelves. Neither ſuffi- 
ceth it, that it is done by the Authority of the King, 
by his meer Will and free Applauſe, except withal, 
this be added and appropriated as to iſſue out of his 
own Head or Brain, intimating.that out of his own 
judgment, Wiſdom, and Ordinance, it was only in- 
rented and derived. | ; 


* P : ba 4 
— 4 80 14 4 4 1 


— — 


The ST RE MS, or Pleaſures. 


HE Fable of the Hrens ſeems rightly to have 
been apply'd to the pernicious Allurements. of 
Pleaſure, but in a very vulgar and groſs manner, 
And therefore to me it appears, that the Wiſdom of 
the Ancients have with 2 farther reach or inſight 
F | U ſtrained 


U 
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ſtrained deeper Matter out of them, not utilike the 
Grapes ill preſsd; from which though ſome Liquor 
were drawn, yet the beſt was left behind. Theſe 


Syrens are ſaid to be the Daughters of 4chelozy, and 


Terpfichore one of the Muſes z who in their firſt being 
were winged, but after raſhly entring into Contenti- 
on with the Muſes, were by them vanquiſhed and 
deprived of their Wings; of whoſe pluck d out Fea- 
thers the Muſes made themſelves Coronets, ſo as e- 
ver fince that time all the Muſes have attired them- 
ſelves with plumed Heads, except Terpfichore only, 
that was Mother to the Syrens. The Habitation of 
the Syrens was in certain pleaſant Iſlands, from 
whence as ſoon as out of their Watch- Tower they 
diſcovered any Ships approaching, with their ſweet 
Tunes they would firſt entice and ſtay them, and ha- 
ving them in their Power would deſtroy them; nei- 
ther was their Song plain and ſingle, but conſiſting 
of ſuch Variety of melodious Tunes ſo fitting and 
delighting the Ears that heard them, as that it ravi- 
ſhed and betrayed all Paſſengers. And ſo great were 
the Miſchiefs they did, that theſe Iſles of the Syrens, 
even as far of as Man can ken them, appeared all o- 
ver white with the Bones of unburied Carcaſſes. For 
the remedying of this Miſery a-double Means was at 
+ laft found out; the one by Ulyſſes, the other by Or- 
phem. Ulyſſes (to make Experiment of his Device) 
cauſed all the Ears of his Company to be Rop'd with 
Wax, and made himſelf to be bound to the Main- 
Maſt, with ſpecial Commandment to his Mariners 
not to be looſed, albeit himſelf ſhould require them 
ſo to do: But Orpheus neglected and diſdained to be 
fo bound, and with a ſhrill and ſweet Voice, ſing- 
ing Praiſes of the Gods to his Harp, ſuppreſs the 
—— of the Syrens, and ſo freed himſelf from their 

anger. ee L462: 200 27-4 BM IT99. 51% | 

This Fable hath relation to Men's Manners; and 
contains in it a manifeſt and moſt excellent * 
Bol U | | or 
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For Pleaſures do for the moſt proceed out of the A- 
bundance and Superfluity of all things, and alſo out 
of the Delights and jovial Contentments of the Mind ; 
the which are wont ſuddenly, as it were, with winged 
Inticements to raviſi and rap Mortal Men: But 
Learning and Education brings it ſo to paſs, as that 
it reſtrains and bridles Man's Mind, making it ſo to 
conſider the Ends and Events of Things, as that it 
clips the Wings of Pleaſure. And this was greatly 
to the Honour and Renown of the Muſes; for after 
that by ſome Examples, it was made manifeſt, that 
by the Power of Philoſophy; vain Pleaſures might 
grow contemptible; it preſently grew to great E- 
ſteem, as a thing that could raiſe and elevate the Mind 
aloft, that ſeemed to be baſe, and fixed to the Earth, 
make the Cogitations of the Men (which do ever 


refide in the Head,) to be ztheteal, and as it were 


winged: But that the Mother of the Syrexs was left 
to her Feet, and without Wings; that no doubt is no 


otherwiſe meant than of light and ſuperficial Learn- 


ing, appropriated and deſigned only to Pleaſures, as 
were thoſe Which Petronim devoted himſelf unto, af- 
ter he had received his fatal Sentence; and having 
his Foot, as it were upon the Threſhold of Death, 
ſought to give himfelf all delightful Contentments, 
inſomuch, as when he had cauſed conſolatory Let- 
ters to be ſent him, he would peruſe none of them, 
(as Tacitus reports, that ſhould give him Courage 
and Conſtancy) but only read fantaſtical Verſes, ſuch 
e eee e 's 


Vivamis, Nea Lesbia, atq; amemus, 
Rumoreſque Senum ſeveriorum, 
Onnes unius aſtimemus Aſſis: 


My Zesbia, let us live and love; 
Though wayward Dotards us reprove, 

Weigh their Words _ for our behove. 14 
© b 2 n 
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And this alſo: 


Jura Senes norint, & quid fit faſq; nefaſque, 
Inquirant triſtes, Legumq; examina ſervent. 


Let doting Granſire know the Law, | 
And Right and Wrong obſerve with Awe ; 
Let them in that ſtri& Circle draw. 


This kind of Doctrine would eaſily perſwade to 
take theſe plumed Coronets from the Muſes, and to 
reſtore the Wings again to the Hrens. Theſe Syrens 
are ſaid to dwell in remote Iſles; for that Pleaſures 
love Privacy and retired Places, ſhunning always too 
much Company of People. The Hren's Songs are ſo 
vulgarly underſtood, together with the Deceits and 
Danger of them, as that they need no Expoſition. 
But that of the Bones appearing like white Cliffs, 

and deſcryed afar off, hath more Acuteneſs in it; for 
thereby is ſignified, that, albeit the Examples of A- 
fflictions be manifeſt and eminent, yet do they not 
ſufficiently deter us from the wicked Enticements of 
Pleaſures. rn e vi | | 

As for the Remainder of this Parable, tho it be 
not over myſtical, yet it is very grave and excellent: 
For in it are ſet out three Remedies for this violent I c 
enticing Miſchief; to wit, Two from Philoſophy, W :; 
and One from Religion. The. firſt Means to ſhun ſu 
theſe inordinate Pleaſures, is to withſtand and reſiſt li 
them in their Beginnings, and ſeriouſly to ſhun all Oc- 

caſions that are offered to debauch and entice the 
Mind, which is ſignified in that ſtopping of the Ears; 
and that Remedy is properly uſed by the meaner and 
baſer ſort of People, as it were Ulyfes's Followers or 
Mariners; whereas more heroick and noble Spirits 
may boldly converſe even in the midſt of theſe ſedu- 


cing Pleafures, if with a reſolved Conſtancy Ny 
Aris 5 ſtan 
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ſtand upon their Guard, and fortify their Minds; 
and ſo take greater Contentment in the Trial and Ex- 
perience of this their approved Virtue, learning ra- 
ther throughly to underſtand the Follies and Vani- 
ties of thoſe Pleaſures by Contemplation, than by 
Submiſſion: Which Solomon avouched of himſelf, when 
he reckoned up the Multitude of thoſe Solaces and 
Pleaſures wherein he ſwam, doth conclude with this 
Sentence, | es | 


Sapientia quoque perſeverabat mecum. * 
Wiſdom alſo continued with me. 


Therefore theſe Heroes, and Spirits of this excellent 
Temper, even in the midſt of theſe enticing Plea- 
ſures, can ſhew themſelves conſtant and invincible, 
and are able to ſupport their own virtuous Inclinati- 
on, againſt all heady and forcible Perſwaſions what- 
ſoever ; as by the Example of Ulyſſes, that ſo peremp- 
torily interdicted all peſtilent Counſel, and Flatteries 
of his Companions, as the moſt dangerous and per- 
nicious Poyſons to captivate the Mind : But of all o- 
ther Remedies in this Caſe, that of Orpheus is moſt 
predominant : For they that chaunt and reſound the 
Praiſe of the Gods, confound and diſſipate the Voi- 
ces and Incantations of the Syrens; for Divine Medi- 
tations do not only in Power ſubdue all ſenſual Plea- 
= but alſo far exceed them in Swiftneſs and Pe- 
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Ueen Ehjzabeth was one whom Nature and 


| — Fortune had made the Wonder of her Sex, 
and an Ornament to Crowned Heads; for 
the Truth of this we need not appeal to the Teſti- 
mony of any Monk, or of any ſuch like ſolitary Re- 
cluſe, for tho theſe Men write acutely, and have 
extraordinary Judgments, yet being wedded to, 
and biaſſed by their own Faction, they can never 
be faithful in tranſmitting a thing of this nature to 
Poſterity ; but this is a Province that more proper- 
ly belongs to Men of the firſt Rank, to ſuch as have 
had the Management of the Government in their 
own. Hands, and have been acquainted with the 
ſecret Springs and Motions of Civil Affairs. Every 
Age has look d upon a Female Government as a 
Rarity, if proſperous as a Wonder, but if proſpe- 
rous and long, almoſt 9 whereas _ 
5 pp | | 4 me 


berty, and raiſed in her Hopes, the at laſt yy 
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86 The Character of 
the reigned full Four and Forty Years, yet ſhe out- 


liv'd not her Happineſs. Of the Happineſs of her 


Reign I deſign to ſay ſomething, without running | 


out into high Encomiums, for Praiſe indeed is the 


Tribute of Men, but Happineſs the Gift of God. 


I take this to be the firſt Step to her Happineſs, 


that from a private Condition ſhe was. raiſed to the 


Adminiſtration of the Regal Power, for as much as 


tis a ſtanding Rule in the Morality and common 


Senſe of Mankind, that thoſe Things are to be 
look'd upon as our greateſt' Happineſs which come 
beyond our Hope and Expectation; but this is not 
what I mean; that which I aim at is this, that Prin- 
ces, who are bred up in Courts, as the undoubted 


| Heirs of a Crown, are ſo far debauch'd by a ſoft 


Indulgence and effeminate Education, that they fre- 
quently become leſs capable of managing the State; 
whereas thoſe have proved the beſt and moſt excel- 
lent Princes ho have been under the Diſcipline of 


both Fortunes; we need not to go far for Inſtances, 


Henry VII. in England, and Leuis XII. in France, 
within our own Memory, and almeſt at the ſame 
time, mounted the Throne, not only from a private, 
but alſo from an adverſe and haraſs'd Fortune, and 


the one proved famous, for his Prudence, the other 


for his Juſtice. . This was the Caſe of Queen Eliza- 
beth, whoſe Fortune was as inconſtant at the firſt, as 
at laſt when ſhe came to the Crown it proved con- 
ſtant and even; for at her Birth ſhe was declared 
Heireſs to the Throne, afterwards diſinherited, and 
at laſt deſpiſed. During her Brother's Reign ſhe en- 


joyed a more ſerene and favourable Fortune, but 


whilſt her Siſter ſway'd the Scepter, the Clouds and 
Storms returned upon her again. Nor was ſhe ad- 


vanced on a ſudden from'a Priſon to a Throne, 


thereby to render her haughty after the Provocati- 
on of her Suffer ings, but being reſtores to her Li- 
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Queen Elizabeth. $7 
and happily mounted the Throne, without any Op- 
poſition or Competitor. DP) Bit JOU 08 

Theſe Things 1 have mention'd, to ſhew how care- 
ful Divine Providence was of this beſt of Princes, ” 
preparing her for a Crown by ſuch Methods of Diſ- 
cipline : Nor ought the Misfortune of her Mot her to 
eclipſe the Glory of her Birth; eſpecially ſince tis a- 
bundantly evidently that Henry VIIIth was engag' 
in a new Love before he gave way to his Anger a- 
gainſt Queen Ann: Nor is Poſterity a Stranger to the 
Nature of that King, which was ſo very prone to 
Love and Jealoufly, and proſecuted both even with 
the Effuſion of Blood. To this we may add, thatſhe 
was cut off by an Accuſation grounded on light Con- 
jectures, and on the improbable Teſtimony of a 
wicked Accuſer: All which was mutter'd privately _ 
at that very time; and Queen Ann her ſelf with an 
undaunted Mind, and noble Preſence, proteſted her 
Innocence at the time of her Death: For having (as 
ſhe thought) got a faithful and generous Meſſenger, 
ſhe juſt before her Execution diſpatch'd him away 
with this Meſſage to the King; That the King had 
very well obſerv'd, and would ſtill keep his Promiſe good 
to her, that was now 'going to be inveſted with new Ho- 
nours; fince from a private Perſon he rais'd her at firſt to 
the Dignity of a Marchioneſs, and then advanc d her to 
be the Partner of his Bed and Throne; and now, when 
be could raiſe her no higher on Earth, defign'd to promote 
her an Innocent to the Crown of Martyrdom : But the 
Meſſenger durſt not tell this to the King, who was 
devoted to another Love, tho Fame, the Aſſerter of 
Truth, has tranſmitted it to Poſterity. 6 

Another part of the Happineſs of Queen Elizabeth 
ſeems to conſiſt in the Period and Courſe of time 
wherein ſhe reign d: Not only that it was Long, but 
becauſe it was ſuch a Part of her Life as was moſt fit 
for managing the Affairs of State, and governing a 
Kingdom: For ſhe was Five aud Twenty Years s 
8 when 
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when ſhe began her Reign (at which Age ſhe was out 


of her Guardians Juriſdiction) and ſhe' continued to 
Reign to the goth Lear of her Age; ſo that ſhe nei- 
ve. experienc d what! it was to be a Minor, and un- 

ja Governour's Power; nor did the; labour under 
the Inconveniences: of an extreme and miſerable 014 
Ae: An Age, which even to private Men brings too 
may Troubles along wath it; but to Kings, beſide 
the ordinary Miſeries of human Life, it comes at- 
tendęd with the Decay of their States, and is back- 
ed with an inglorioum Exit: For there has ſcarce been 
a: King that has liy d to an extreme and infirm. old 
Age, hut what loſt much of that Power and Eſteem, 


which he formerly had. Of this we have a notable | 


Inſtance in Philip II. King of Hain, à Prince very 
Potent, and one very well skill'd in the Art of Go- 
verning; who in his latter Days, labouring under the 
Impotency of old Age, deeply expetienc' d the Truth 
of, What we aſſerted: He quitted all his Conqueſts in 
France, made a Peace with that Nation, and endea- 
voùr d to do the ſame with others, that ſo he might 
leave all Things in quiet and cempes d to his Succeſ- 
ſors. On the other hand, Queen Elixabeth's Fortune 
was {o conſtant and vigorous, that no Declen ſion ot 
Affairs follow'd her lively, tho: declining Age; Nay 
more, for a ſtanding and certain Monument of her 
Happineſs, ſhe died not before à Victory in [relaus 
had put an end to the Rebellion there; ſo ſhining 
and uniform was her Glory in all its Parts! Beſides, 
I think it very material over what ſoft. of People ſhe 
bore. the Sway; for had her Government been over 
the Palmyrenians, or any other ſoft and unmanly Na- 
tion of Aſia, it had been a leſs Wonder, ſince a Fe- 
male in the Throne would be ſuitable enough to an 
Efeminate People; but to have all Things move and 
be directed by a Woman's Nod in England, a Nation 
Jo. fierce. and warlike; this, I ſay, juſtly raiſes out 
higheſt Admixation. | | „ in 49H But 
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But tho the Gerizs of her Subjects was ſo deſirous 
of War, and fo impatient. of Peace, yet this did not 
hinder her from maintaining it ſtrictly all her Reign. 
And this natural Inclination of hers; join'd with Suc- 
ceſs, is what I reckon redounds to her higheſt Com- 
mendation: For this conduc d much to the Happineſs 
of their own Life, to the Honour of her Sex, and to 
the Peace and Quier of her Conſcience. About the 
Tenth Year of her Reign, an Inſurrection was indeed 
attempted in the No#th, but it was ſoon huſh'd.and 

ſappteſsd. An the reſt of her time England enjoy d 
a ſecure and profound Peace; and I account it 2 
moſt glorious Peace, upon theſe two Accounts; 
which tho' they make nothing to the Merit, yet con- 
tribute very much to the Glory of a Peace. FT he firſt 
is, that it appear d the more conſpicuous and ſhining 
by the'Calamities of its Neighbours, which were all 
in Flames round it. Another is, that even in the 
Bleſſings of Peace, there ſtill remain'd'ſo much mar- 


tial Glory, as by its famous Actions not only retain- 
ed, but likewiſe increas'd the Hongar of the Engliſh 
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Nation: For the Supplies ſent into the Netherlands, 
France, and Scotland; the Voyages that werè mage 
to the Indies, and round the whole World; the Fleets 
that were ſent to infeſt Portugal and the Coaſts of 
Spain, and the Jriſh Rebels ſo. often conquer'd and 
cut off, were all ſufficient Teſtimonies, that England 
had remitted and loſt nothing of its Ancient Glory 
. Q,, ooo oo LIE 
It was likewiſe an Addition to her Glory and; De- 
ſerts,, that by her timely Supplies, the Neighbouring 
Princes were maintain'd in their Thrones; and the 
Suppliant. States, who by a Conduct unbecoming 
Princes, were expos'd/to the Cruelty of their Mini- 
ſters, to the Fury of the Rabble, and to all manner 
of Ravage and Muogber, were at laſt reliev'd by 
her, and plac'd in that Poſture of, Affairs, wherein 
they now are. Nor were her Counſels leſs beneficial 

FI e SS TR CEO Be UE Ine 


T 
than her Supplies: Witneſs her frequent Admoniti- 
ons to his Catholick Majeſty, to moderate the Diſ- 
pleaſure he had conceiv'd againſt his Subjects in the 
Netherlands, and to reſtore them to that Mildneſs of 
Government which they formerly enjoy d: And wit- 
neſs her earneſt Importynities with the Kings of 
France, putting them often in Mind of the Edict, 
wherein they had promis'd to preſerve the Peace. It 
mulſt indeed be acknowledg'd that her Advices prov'd 
ineffectual. For the common Intereſt of Europe oppo- 
* the fir ſt, left the Ambition of Spain, fręed as it were 
rom its Confinement, ſhould enlarge it ſelf (as Af- 
fairs then ſtood) to the great Prejudice of the King- 
doms and States of the Chriſtian World. And the 
Latter was prevented by the Maſſacre of ſo many 
innocent Perſons, who with their Wives and Chil- 
dren were butcher'd in their own Habitations by the 
barbarous Rabble, who like ſo many Bcaſts of Prey 
ſeem'd to be animated, armed, and ſent out by Pub- 
lick Authority : So that the Blood which was ſhed 
cry'd aloud for Revenge, that the Kingdom, ſtained 
by fo notorious à Villany, might be purg'd by mu- 
tual Slaughters and Bloodſhed. However ſhe per- 
form'd the Office of a faithful, prudent, and generois 
There is ſtill: another Reaſon, why we ſhould ad- 
mire the peaceful Reign of Queen Elizabeth, namely, 
becauſe the Peace which ſhe enjoy'd, was not owing 
to the Inclination which the Age ſhe liv'd in had to 
it, but wholly to her own Prudence and wiſe Con- 
duct. She ſtruggled with an Inbred Faction at Home, 
upon the Account of Religion; and the ſtrength of 
the Kingdom, like the common Bulwark of all Eu- 
rope, ſcem'd to oppoſe the growing Greatneſs of the 
Spaniard, and his Ambition ſo formidable at that 
time; ſo that upon theſe Accounts, there was a ſuffi- 
cient Cauſe of War: But by her Forces and Policy 
ſhe ſurmounted theſe Difficulties. This was _ 
125 | trateg 
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ſtrated by one of the moſt memorable Events, that 
ever happened in the whole Courſe of Affairs of our 
Age. For when the E e Armada rode upon our 
Seas, to the Terror of all Europe, with ſo much 
Noiſe, and ſo much Aſſurance of Succeſs; it took 
not the leaſt Fiſher- boat, nor burnt the leaſt Cot- 
tage, nor ſo much as touch'd upon our Coaſt : But 
being routed in an Engagement, was diſpers d by a 
miſerable Flight, and with frequent Storms, and ſo 
left England and her Sea Coaſts in an unmov'd and 
undiſturbed Peace. Nor was ſhe leſs. fortunate in 
diſappointing the ſecret Plots of her private Foes, 
than in conquering and routing the Forces of an o- 
pen Enemy: For tho' there were many Canſpiracies 
laid againſt her Life, yet were they moſt happily 
diſcovered and defeated. Nor was ſhe upon that ac- 
count more fearful or anxious of the Safety of her 
Perſon ; her Guards were not increas'd, nor did ſhe 
confine her {elf in her Palace, without appearing A- 
broad: But ſecure of her ſelf, and truſting to her 
Subjects, ſhe remembred her Deliverance, but forgot 
the Danger, and alter'd nothing of her uſual Ma- 
nagement and Behaviour. NS; 

It is likewiſe worthy our Obſervation, to conſider 
in what ſort of Times ſhe flouriſh'd. For ſome Ages 
are ſo barbarous and ignorant, that Men have been 
govern'd with as much Eaſe, as a Shepherd drives 
and manages his Sheep: But this Princeſs liv'd in 4 
moſt Learned and Polite Age; wherein it requir'd 
great Parts, and a high Degree of Virtue to be ex- 
cellent. A Female. Government is likewiſe very often 
eclips d by. Marriage, and all the Praiſes and Con- 
duct is beſtowed upon the Husbaud: Whilſt thoſe 
who live unmarry'd, have no Sharers or Partners in 
their Glory. And in this was our Queen the more 
to be commended, in that her Throne ſtood upon 
no other Bafis, than what ſhe her ſelf had erected. 


4 


She had no Brother, no Uncle, nor any other of the 


Royal 
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Roya! Family, to partake of her Cares, or ſhare in her 
Govetnment: 'Bit'even thoſe whom ſhe did advance 


phe her; ſo that ſhe was always Miſtreſs of her ſelf 
de was indeed Chilaleſs; and ſeſt no Hue of her own 


pt 9 Cæſar, of Trajan, and ſeyeral others: which 
has been variouſly cenſur d, and has always been a 


To all this we may add her Outw¾ard Embelliſoment; 
ſhe was tall of Stature, well ſhap'd in her Body, and 
had in her Face thè mixture of Sweetneſs and Maje- 
fty ;. and always enjoy d a very ſound Health. Beſides 
all this, ſhe was ftrong and vigorous to the very laſt, 
never experienc'd the Changes of Fortune, nor the 
Miſeries of Old Age, and at laſt by an eaſy and 
gentle Death ſhe obtain d that Euthanafia, which 
ee Ceſar: was ns'd ſo paſſionately to deſire. 

his alſo is recorded of Antonin Pins, one of the 
beſt of Emperors,” whoſe Death ſeem'd to be nothing 
elſe but a quiet and ſweet Slumber. Juſt ſo in Queen 
Elizabeth's Diſtemper, there was nothing that was 
deadly or ominous, or unſuitable to humane Nature. 
She was nor deſirous of Life, or impatient under 


Sickneſs, nor diſturb'd with the Tortures of any Pain: 


No direful, no peſtilential Symptom appear'd, but 


5 every Thing ſeem d rather to Prognofticate the De- 
cay of Nature, than either the Corruption or Diſpa- 


ragement 
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tagement of it. For ſome few Days before her 


Death, being weakned by the dryneſs of her Conſti- 
tution, and the Cares of the Government, having 
not ſo much as. drank any Wine, or taken any moiſt 
Diet, ſhe was ſeizd with a Dead Palſy, but yer 


. 


(which is not uſual in that Diſtemper} ſhe retained 
her Speech, her Senſe and her Motion, tho':not-fa 
brisk and lively as before. Nor was: ſhe long in this 
Condition, ſo. that it did not ſeem to be the a A 
of her Life, but rather the rt Seb to her Death. 


For tho' tis eſteemed! a Miſery to live a long time 
in the loſs of the uſe of our Faculties; yet to be pte 


par d for Death, by a gradual Decay of our Senſes, 
is certainly a very ſweet and pleaſant Diſſolutib. 
Another remarkable Addition to her Happixeſs,'is 

this, that ſhe was not only very happy in her own 
Perſon, but like wiſe in the Worchineſs of her Mini- 
fters of State. For ſhe made Choice of ſuch Men, 
as this [land perhaps was never ſo happy in before. 
But Ged that favours Kings, raiſes them up Miniſters 
and adorns cheir Minds. 0 m 
There remain two Poſthumous Folicitiss, which ſeem 
to attend the more Noble and Auguſt Paſſages of her 
Life: The One is that of her Succeſſor, the Other, that 
of her Memory. For ſhe has got ſuch a Succeſſor, who, 
tho by his Maſculine Virtue, and Offſpring, and late 
Acceſſion to the 'Throne, he may excel and eclipſe; her 
Glory; yet is ſo far à favourer of her Name and - 
fteem, and is ſo willing to tranſmit cher Actions td 
Poſterity, that he has made little Alterat ions, either 


in the Choice of Miniſtens, or in the Miet hod of Co- 


veruing. So that hardly any Fuibey has been ſucceed- 
ed by his Son, with leſs Noiſe, Diſturbance or Alte- 
teration. As for her Memory,” tis ſo much in the 

Mouths, and ſo freſh in the Minds of all Men, that 
Death ſeems to have extinguiſhed Envy, and put her 
Fame in a clearer Light, and now the Happineſs of 
her Memory does as it were ſtrive * of 
bit b N "5 
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her Life. For tho'thtough Men's love to any Party; 
or upon the account of the difference of Religion, 
any factious Report may be ſpread Abroad, yet tis 
ſuch as ſeems to be fearful of it ſelf, is not ſincere, 
and can never laſt long. And tis upon this account 
eſpecially that I have made this Collection of Things, 
that relate to her Happineſs, and are Marks of the 
Divine Favour: That fo no foul-mouthed Libeller 
might dare to ſtain ſo great Bleſſings of God, by 
the Venom of his ſcandalous Tongue. If any one 
ſhould now ſay, as one did to Cæſar, que miremur, 
 babemus: Jed qua laudemiu, ex pectammi; we do indeed 
ſee cauſe. to admire, but none to Praiſe: To this I an- 
ſwer, that I look upon Admiration as the ſuperlative 
Degree of Praiſe. Nor could that Happineſs we have 
been deſcribing, be attain'd by any, but ſuch as are 
ſupported and highly indulged by the Divine Favour; 
and ſuch as in ſome meaſure by their Morals and 
Virtue are the Eſtabliſhers of their own Fortune. 
However I thought fit to ſubjoin ſome few Hints 
with reſpect to thoſe Morals of the Queen, which 
ſeem to have been moſt expoſed to the Laſh of male- 
volent Tongues. 
In Religion, Queen Elizabeth was Pious and Mode- 
rate, Conſtant and Steady, and a profeſt Enemy to 
Novelty. As for her Piety, tho' the chief Strokes of 
it appear'd in the Actions and Affairs of State; yet 
_ ſome Signs of it were to be ſeen in the Courſe of her 
Life, and her ordinary Conyerſation. She was ſel- 
dom abſent from Divine Service, either in her publick 
or private Chapel. She employ'd much of her Time 
in reading the Scriptures and the Mritings of the Fa- 
_ thers, eſpecially of St. Auguſtine. She compos'd ſome 
Prayers her ſelf, upon ſome Occaſions, and for ſome 
extraordinary Purpoſes. Whenever ſhe mentioned 
the Name of God, even in ordinary Diſcourſe, ſhe 
generally added the Title of Creator, and ſhewed 
ſome ſort of Humility and Reverence in her —_— 
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and Countenance, which I my ſelf have often obſer- 


ved. As for that which ſome have reported, that 
ſhe was ſo far from thinking of her Mortality, that ſhe 
could not endure to be told of Old Age or Death, it 
is abſolutely falſe : Since ſhe her ſelf, ſeveral Years 
before her Death, would frequently with much Face- 
tiouſneſs call her ſelf he Old Noman: And would of- 
ten Diſcourſe about the Iuſcription, ſhe had a mind 
'ſhould be on her Tomb: She gave out, that ſhe was 
no lover of Glory and pompous Titles, but only de- 
fir d her Memory might be recorded in a Line or two 
which ſhould very briefly expreſs her Name, her Vir- 


ginity, the Time of her Reign, the Reformation of Reli- 


gion, and her Preſervation of the Peace, Tis true, in 
the Flower of her Age before ſhe was paſt Child- 
bearing, when ſhe was importun'd by ſome to declare 


her Succeſſor, ſhe did make anſwer, That ſbe could by 


no means endure to have a Shroud held before her Eyes 
while ſhe was living. However, ſome few Years be- 
fore her Death, when ſhe was more thoughtful, and 
meditated (as 'tis probable) on her Mortality, as one 
of her boſom Friends told her, that many and great 
Places and Offices of Truſt in the Common-wealth, 
would be too long vacant ; ſhe roſe up, and with 
more than ordinary Concern ſaid, That jhe was ſure 
ber Place would not long be vacant. a 88 
As for her Moderation in Religion, perhaps in this 
her Character will ſeem deficient, becauſe of the Se- 
verity of thoſe Laus, which were made againſt her 
Subjects of the Romiſh Religion; but we will produce 
ſuch Things, as are well known to ns, and carefully 
taken Notice of by us. This is certain, that ſhe 
was always averſe from laying any Conſtraint on 
Men's Conſciences : But yet ſhe could not allow that 
the Government ſhould be endanger'd under the 
Pretence of Conſcience and Religion. Hence it was 
that ſhe thought nothing but a certain Deſtruction 
would enſue, if ſhe ſhould * the firſt grant a Liberty 
| Po pL grey \ R N, 
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and Toleration of two Religions by publick Autho- 
_ rity to a fierce. and headſtrong People, who would 

ſoon upon their private Animoſities fall together by 

the Ears. Even in the beginning of her Reign, when 
all Things looked with a ſuſpicious Face, ſhe kept 
ſome of the Prelates, which were of a more turbulent 
and tactious Spirit, Priſoners at large, tho' ſhe had 
the Law on her ſide: And to the reſt of both Orders, 
ſhe uſed not any ſharp Inquiſition, but by a generous 
Conni vence kept them under her Protection. This 
was the Poſture of Affairs at firſt. Nor did fhe 
ſwerve much from this her Clemexcy, tho provoked 
by the Bull of Excommunication thundered againſt her 
by Pius V. This indeed might have raiſed her Indig- 
nation, and have been the occaſion of new modelling 
the State, but ſtill ſhe retained. her own generous 
Temper. For this prudent and courageons Woman 
was not. much moved at the Noiſe of ſuch Threat- 
nings, being ſecure of the Fidelity and Affection of 
her Subjects, and not fearing any Harm from the 
Romiſb Faction, which was too weak to attempt any 


| 

[ 

| 
Thing unleſs ſeconded by a foreign Encmy. | 
But about the Three and twentieth Year of her 
Reign, the Face of Affairs was quite chang'd. Nor 
was this Period of Time, feign'd to ferve a Turn 1 
only, but mentioned in the publick Records, and en-: 
graven as it were in Leaves of Braſs. Nor were her . 
Subjects of the Romiſh Religion puniſhed with any Se- 
verity before that Year, tho' ſeveral Laws had for- a 


merly been enacted againſt them. But at this time 
it was by degrees diſcovered what vaſt and ambitious 1 * 
| Deſigns were laid by Spain, to conquer this King- : 
dom. A great part of this Deſign was to raiſe 21 4 
Fact ion in the very Heart of the Nation, which be- 
ing no Friends to the Government, and deſirous of i * 
Alteration, ſhould join with the Enemy upon his In- 
vaſion. This was hoped would be effected upon the F- 
difference there was in Religion: Whereupon they | 
wes” e © reſolved 
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reſolved to improve that Breach, and Prieſts were 
1 {chr over from the young Seminaries, to raiſe and 
| increaſe Men's Love for the Romiſh Religion, to teach 
4 and inforce the Validity of the Pope's Bull, which 
" WW abfolved the Queen's Subjects from their Allegiance, 
1 and to excite and prepare the Minds of Men for an 
4 Altefation in the Government. | 5 
Much about that time, Ireland was openly invaded, 


8 and the Name and Government of Queen Elizabeth 
A vilifed by various and ſcandalous Libels; and Affairs 
were in ſuch a ſtrange Ferment, that they prognoſti- 
le 1 6 ; . a $$ 5 
g cated a greater Commotion. Nor indeed will I ſay, 
: that every Prieſt knew of the Deſign, or were conſci- 
" ous of what was to be done, but certainly they were 
'2 the wicked Inſtigators and Promoters of the Villany 
fn others were to commit. And this is certainly true, 
25 (as appears by ſeveral Confeſſions) that almoſt all 


the Prieſls who were ſent into England ſrom the Year 
of  above-mention'd, to the thirtieth Year of Queen E- 
"i lizabeth's Reign (wherein the Deſign of Spain and 
the Romaniſts was to be put in Execution, by that 


Py memorable Preparation of a Fleet and Land-torces) 
«+ Lay tis certain, that all, who were ſent over with- 
or in that time, among other Things had this likewiſe 
rn | 72 their Orders, That they ſhould inſinuate, That 


n. Affairs could not laſt long in the ſame Poſture; that 
they would put on a new Face within ſome ſhort time; 
and that. the Pope and the Catholick Princes would take 
care of the Engliſh State, provided the Engliſh were not 
ne heir own Hindrance. Nay, ſome of the Prieſts were 
zus manifeſtly engag'd in the Plots and Contrivances 
K which were laid for the Subverſion and Ruin of the 


* Government: And which is ſtill more, the whole 
il Train of this Deſign was diſcover'd by Letters which 


oF were intercepted from all Parts: Wherein it was 
| written, That the Vigilancy of the Queen and her Coun- 
cil over the Catholicks would be baffled - For ſhe only 
25 ſeem d concern d, that the Fact ion ſbould not be headed by 
r ee wm 
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they laid was ſuch as was carried on by private Men of 
uo Note; who never met and conſpir d together in Num- 


bers, but order d and diſpos'd all Things in the private 
way of Confeſſion. Theſe were the Artifices which 
were then us'd, and were ſo cuſtomary and familiar 
to thoſe Men, as might be ſeen in a freſh and paral- 


. 
* * 


Z 

In a time of ſo much Danger, Queen Elizabeth 
was obliged by a kind of fatal Neceſſity to enact ſe- 
vere, Laws, thereby to reſtrain thoſe of her Subjects, 
who being averſe to her Government, and grown 


| Paſt the Hopes of being cur'd, began to grow Rich 
by the private Life they led, being exempted from 
the Charge and Burthen of publick Offices. The 


Original of this ſpreading Evil was charg'd upon the 
Seminary Prieſts; who were bred up in foreign Parts, 


and maintain'd by the Charity and Benevolence of 


Foreign Princes the profeſt Enemies of the, Realm: 
Who had liv'd in Places, where the beſt Titles they 
could bellow. on Queen Elizabeth were thoſe of, 
Heretick, Excommunicated, and Damuable Fury; who, 
tho they themſelves were not engag'd in treaſona- 


ble Practices, yet were known to be the intimate 
Friends of ſuch as were guilty of thoſe Villanies, and 


who, by their Artifices and poyſonous Methods had 
depraved the very Sacrifice of the Maſs, which be- 
fore was a ſweet and harmleſs Thing; and had as it 
were infected it with a new kind of Ferment and 
pernicious Malignity.  Whereupon the only Expe- 
dient to put a ſtop to this growing Evil was thought 
to be the prohibiting theſe Men from coming into 
the Land upon pain of Death ; which was according- 
ly enacted in the Seven and twentieth Year of her 
Reign. Nor did the Eyent it ſelf, when ſo great a 


Storm broke out upon, and threatened the Nation, 


in the leaſt take off from the Envy and Hatred of 


theſe Men, bur rather increas'd it; ſo far had they 


diveſted 


any Nobleman or Perſon of Quality ; whereas the Deſign 
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diveſted themſelyes of the Love they ow d their 


N 


* 


Country. Afterwards when our Fears of Spain, (the 


true occaſion of this Severity) were over and vaniſh- 
ed; yet the Memory of the former Times was ſo 
deeply fixt in the Minds and Senſes of moſt Men, 
and to have abrogated the Laws that were once 
made would have argued ſo much Iaconſtancy, or to 
have lighted them would have been a Sign of ſo 
much Indifferency ; that Queen Elizabeth as Caſes 
then ſtood, did not think it ſafe for her ſelf, that 
Things ſhould return to the ſame Poſture they were 
in before the Three and twentieth Year of her Reign. 
To this may be added the IJnduſtry of ſome to increaſe 
the Revenues of the Exchequer, and the Care of thoſe 
Miniſters of Juſtice, who are us' d to mind no other 


Safety of their Country than what is contain'd in the 


Laws; both which requir'd and call'd loudly for the 
Laws to be put in Execution. However, ſhe (to the 
Glory of her good Nature be it ſpoken) did ſo far 
blunt the edge of the Laws, that but very few Prieſts 
ſuffer d Death upon that account. Nor do we ſpeak 
this by way of Defence, for theſe Matters ſtand in 
need of none: Since the whole Safety of the Nation 
depended upon this Conduct, and the Method and 
Meaſure of all this Severity was far from being bloo- 
dy, and is a Thing that no Chriſtian need to be a- 
ſhamed of; for it proceeded more from the Arro- 
gance and wicked Practices of others, than from any 
neceſſity the Nation lay under, and it ſtands for a 
Monument of Diſgrace to the Romaniſts. But not 
to forget what we firſt aſſerted, we think we have a- 
bundantly demonſtrated, that ſne was Moderate in 
Points of Religion, and that the Alteration which did 
happen, was not owing to her Nature, but to the 
Iniquity of the Times. £ 

Of her Confancy in Religion and the Worſhip there- 
of, the greateſt Proof is, That with an undaunted 
Mind and little Aſſiſtance ſhe extirpated and _ 
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gated the Romiſh: Religion, as being, diſagreeable to 

the Vord of God, the Primitive Purity, and her own 
Conſcience : Notwithſtanding in her Siſter's Reign it 

was eſtabliſhed by Publick Authority and a great 

deal of Care, and had taken deep Root, and was ; 

- ſtrengthned with the Conſent and Approbation of all 

that were in Authority and Places of Truſt. Nor did WW | 

ſhe do this haſtily or in a heat, but cautiouſly and by « 

= degrees. The Truth of which appears, not only in  « 

her whole Conduct of Affairs, but alſo in that An- 

ſwer which ſhe once made to a Courtier upon the like I « 

O ccaſion. For in the beginning of her Reign, when | , 

according to the Cuſtom the Priſoners were to be re- 

leas d, to Grace and Honour her firſt Acceſſion to the I 4 

Throne; as ſhe was going to Chapel ſhe was accoſted 2 

by a certain Courtier, who took more than ordinary 1 

Freedom, being of a pleaſant and facetious Nature. 

He, either prompted to it by his own private Incli- 

nation, or ſet on by a wiſer Head, deliver'd a Peti- ö 

tion into her Hand, and in a full Concourſe of Pco- 


ple with a loud Voice expreſſed himſelf thus, That 5 
there were ſtill four or five kept Priſoners, and that for 2 
no Reaſon at all: That he came to Petition for their Free- = , 
dom, as well as for the veſt. That they were the Four x 


Evangeliſts, and the Apoſtle St. Paul, who had been long 
confin'd in an unknown Tougue, as it were in a Priſon, 2 
and were not ſuffer'd to appear abroad in the World. 2 

The Queen gave him this very cautious Reply, That Eh ;; 
it was beſt to conſult them firſt, whether they were willing I ,, 
to have their Freedom yet, or no. And thus ſhe kept | 
every Thing within her own Power, by giving ſuch  , 

a a doubtful Anſwer to ſo ſurprizing a Demand. Nor iſ - 
did ſhe carry on Things feartully, and by Fits and g 
Starts, but Gravely, Orderly, and Maturely: A 0 
Conference firſt had between the Parties, and a Pai- g. 
 Tiament firſt calbd; and at laſt, within the Compaſs ir 

of a Year, ſhe ſo far order'd and eſtabliſh'd all 1 1 
Things which concern'd Religion, that ſhe Sig * o 
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luffer the leaſt Tittle of them to be alter'd, during all 
her Reign. And it was always her Publick Admoni- 
tion in almoſt every Seſſion of Parliament, that no In- 
novation ſhould be made in the Diſcipline and Cere- 
monies of the Church. Thus far of her Religion. 
Now if any of the graver Sort ſhould object theſe 
Levities : © That ſhe was contented and deſirous to 
« be admired, to be courted, and upon the account 
« of Love to be prais'd and extoll'd; and that ſhe 
er continu'd theſe Levities even to an Age wherein 
« they. were unbecoming her: Yet if you take even 
theſe in a milder Senfe, they are not without their 
due Admiration, ſince they are ſuch Things, as often 
are to be found in the fabulous Narrations of Poets 
and others, Thus tis recorded of a certain Queen 


in the Fortunate Iſtande, who in her Court and Go- 


yernment entertain'd that ſoft Thing call'd Love, and 
yet forbid Luſt to enter there. But if a harſher Con- 
{traction ſhould be put upon them, yet they are to be 
admir'd, and that very highly too, ſince theſe Soft- 
neſſes caſt but little blemiſh on her Fame, and none 
at all upon her Grandeur; did no Injury to her Go- 
vernment, and hinder'd not the Publick Adminiſt ga- 
tion of Affairs. For theſe ſort of Things are uſually 
joyn'd to the moſt noted Fortune. But, to conclude 


this Eſſay; ſhe was certainly a good, moral Princeſs, 


and as ſuch ſhe deſir d to appear: She was a Hater of 
Vice, and ſtudy'd to grow famous by honourable Me- 
thode. And truly at the naming of her Manners, 
ſomething comes into, my Mind, which I will here 
declare. When ſhe had orderd an Expreſs to be 


written to her Ambaſſador, concerning certain In- 


ſtructions, which he was privately to impart to the 
Queen Mother of France at Valois, and her Secretary 
had inſerted a certain Clauſe, that the Ambaſſador ta 
ingratiate himſelf the better ſhould ſay, That they 
were two Female Princes, of whom, in the Management 
of Affairs, and in the Art and Skill of Governing, as 
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great Things were expected as fr mathe beſt of Men; ſhe 
could not-endure the Com pa but order'd it to 


A; he us d quite different 
Arts and Methods in the Admmgſtration of the Govern- 
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ment. And ſhe was extreamly pleas d, when any one 


by chance dropt out ſuch an Expreſſion as this, That 
foe would have liu d and excell d in the Eye of the World, 
10e lad ſpent her Days in a private and mean Station: 
80 deſirous was ſhe. that nothing of her Virtue and 
Praiſe. ſhould be owing to the Grandure of her For- 
tune But if I ſhould enter upon her Praiſes, either 
Marul or Polirical, or ſhould touch only upon her Vi- 
turm, which would be a Diſparagement to ſo great a 
Princeis: Or ſhonid I endeavour to ſet them in their 
clear and proper Light, I muſt run out into the H:- 
Rory of her Life, which requires more Leiſure, and a 


larger Genius, than I can pretend to. For I have 


here given you her Character in ſnort. But it muſt 
after all be ſaid, That only Time will beſtow a true 
Encomium on this Excellent V/oman: Since no Age 
ſince; the Creation, could ever ſhew her Equal in her 
own Sex, that was ſo fit to manage the Affairs of a 
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